kennesawor

America 250 Timeline

ltem Type text

Rights The digital reproductions on this site are provided for research
consultation and scholarly purposes only. To request permission
to publish, reproduce, publicly display, broadcast, or distribute
this material in any format outside of fair use please contact the
Kennesaw State University Archives.

Download date 2026-08-19 15:24:20

Link to Item https://soar.kennesaw.edu/handle/11360/7630



https://soar.kennesaw.edu/handle/11360/7630

AMERICA 250 TIMELINE

The Road to Revolution (1763—-1774)

Before the first shots of the American Revolution were fired, a series of British taxes and colonial
protests set the stage for revolution.

October 7, 1763: The Proclamation of 1763 ends the French and Indian War but prevents
colonists from settling west of the Appalachian Mountains.

April 5, 1764: The Sugar Act, taxing sugar, molasses, and rum, is the first act passed by Britain to
help pay for the French and Indian war debt.

March 22, 1765: The Stamp Act is passed, sparking “no taxation without representation” protest
from the American colonists.

March 5, 1770: The Boston Massacre begins when British troops fire into a crowd, killing five
civilians, including Crispus Attucks.

December 16, 1773: Colonists dump tea into the harbor during the Boston Tea Party to protest
the Tea Act, which was passed on May 10.

March-June 1774: Britain retaliates with the Intolerable Acts, and the First Continental
Congress meets in Philadelphia to coordinate a response.

The Revolutionary War (1775-1783)

The conflict shifted from political protest to a full-scale war for American independence.

April 19, 1775: The war begins with the Battles of Lexington and Concord.

January 10, 1776: Thomas Paine publishes Common Sense, advocating for independence.

July 4, 1776: The Continental Congress adopts the Declaration of Independence.

September 19, 1777: An American victory at the Battle of Saratoga serves as a major turning
point, convincing France to join the war.

February 6, 1778: The Franco-American Treaty establishes a military alliance against Great
Britain during the American Revolutionary War, providing critical military and financial aid.
March 1781: Approved by Congress in 1777, the Articles of Confederation are ratified when
Maryland becomes the final colony to approve them.

October 19, 1781: General Cornwallis surrenders at the Siege of Yorktown, effectively ending
major land operations.

September 3, 1783: The Treaty of Paris is signed. Britain officially recognizes U.S. independence
thus ending the Revolutionary War.

June 21, 1788: Signed by delegates in Philadelphia in 1787, the U.S. Constitution is ratified when
New Hampshire becomes the ninth state to approve it.
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