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THE JOHN LEWIS COMMEMORATIVE PLAZA
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS BY YEARS

1996

7/4/96 At Party Ruth Wall thought of a “Tribute to John Lewis”, Eileen Brown, Cathy
Bradshaw,Richard Ossoff and Al Caproni thought it to be great idea. Told John Lewis
and asked him to think of an appropriate Artist.

11/96 John Lewis called Ruth Wall identifying Thornton Dial as the Artist.

11/96 Eileen Brown and Ruth Wall took Bill Arnett & John Lewis separately to the
triangle at Highland & Freedom Park which had been designated as a site for the
neighborhoods in the CAUTION/DOT/CITY Settlement Agreement talks.

12/96 Eileen & Ruth went to Thornton Dial’s house in Mc Calla, Ala.to meet and discuss
The John Lewis project. At that time, Bill Arnett was present but said the JLP would be
between the Neighborhoods and TD. We took lunch and discussed with TD what John
Lewis meant to each of us. TD talked about the concept of a bridge representing JL from
his past to his future, E & R thought that would also represent the neighborhoods past to
Future. We loved the concept and told Thornton that we would be able to consider a
payment of $40,000 to $50,000 but we would have to raise the money and it would take a
while. TD said OK that we could take delivery prior to payment if necessary to raise the
money. (Eileen Brown has this on tape 404-522-5450)

12/96 RW discussed with Emory McClinton, Department of Transportation Board

Member, who thought it best that we get a description, scope, vision and dimensions of
the JLS before we met with Freedom Park Board or the Carter Center.

1997
1/97 RW drafted something and sent to Bill Arnett for TD’s approval
2/97 TD responded with 3 drawings of his concept of the Bridge.(photo’s attached)

2/97 Pres. of Caution sent letter to DOT Com. Wayne Shackelford requesting an
Encroachment Permit to erect the TD sculpture.

3/97 RW made 8x10 copies of TD drawings for meetings with FP(¥and another meeting
with the Carter Center. 5,

4/97 Al Caproni and RW met with Kay Hammner of the Carter Center to show TD’s |
Concept of the Bridge. She said she would get back to us.



7/97 Mayor Bill Campbell of Atlanta sent letter to C. of DOT requesting an
Encroachment Permit for the triangle since theEncroachment Permit can only be granted
to a municipality, Not to CAUTION.

9/97 DOT Com. Wayne Shackelford sent letter to the Mayor saying he would issue
Permit only for location at Freedom Park and Blvd, not the triangle.

1998

2/98 Senator Mary Margaret Oliver called a meeting Re:Presidential Parkway Transfer.
Copy of Senate Resolution transferring Land attached.

3/98 DOT Board Member, Emory McClinton took EB&RW on tour of Freedom Park
looking for an appropriate site for the Bridge. Freedom Park and Ponce de Leon, the
entrance to the park was larger but seemed more grand and appropriate. The scope of
the project will have to change as it will be a much bigger project and cost more money.

3/98 Took Bill Arnett to site as he said Thornton Dial didn‘t like to come to Atlanta.
Bill said the appropriate placing was that the Future part of the Bridge should face

downtown Atlanta.

3/98 FUND RAISING PARTY 3/21/98 RW house with John Lewis meeting Thornton
Dial for the Ist time., Mayor Bill Campbell, Senators David Scott, Vincent Fort, Rep. Nan
Orrock , Bill Arnett and Thornton‘s family in attendance. The invitation clearly states the
Site for the Bridge is at Freedom Park and Ponce de Leon.(letter attached)

$$$$$$5,000,00 presented to Thornton Dial.

9/98 Bill Arnett had artist friend of his Rachel Jackson do a rendering of the completed
TD’s John Lewis Bridge- attached.

11/98 $$$$$$$3,000.00 check sent to TD

11/98 City of Atlanta approval of JLB & site by Cultural Affairs,
Eddie Granderson

12/98 Received Approval from Atlanta Urban Design Commission.

1999

1/99 Pres. Freedom Park Consv. Ask Mayor of Atlanta to include JLS Project in
2000 request for Federal TEA-21 funds.



Application for T21 project with letter of support from Congressman JL, Mayor BC, |
Senator David Scott, Metro Chamber Pres. Sam Williams, Pres. FPC,

Al Caproni, Ponce Highland rep. Robert Haness.

11/99 Cost & Schedule of Project (start in 1 /2000)

11/99 Received TEA Agreement (Sponsor, City of Atlanta & GDOT enter into
agreement for TEA funds.)

12/99 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ( Approval to Go Forward) signed by
5 from DOT and the City of Atlanta, Mike Dobbins.

2000
1/00 Accepted proposals for Services
2/00 Had to prepare 106 of National Historic Preservation Act, sent in.

2/00 Patricia Kerlin/Architect/Consultant &I went to Ala. To see TD, review Bridge, take
pictures

3/00 Approval by Ga. Dept. of Natural Resources, sent to FHWA & GDOT.
Assigned #TE000310-001 - Ist T project in GA

4/00 Officially now called JOHN LEWIS PLAZA Regulatory Requirements
5/00 DOT Com. On Categorical Exclusion Analysis determined projects meets criteria

7/00 Emory McClinton called saying Project has been approved by the FEDS, but
Project must be bid.

8/00 Fund Raising & Information Brochure printed

10/00 Agreement for Transportation Enhancement Activities between DOT & City of
Atlanta APPROVAL

11/00 Ordinance for City of Atlanta to accept $200,000 From DOT for JLP

2001

1/01 Eileen Brown goes to Alabama to give TD
$$$$$$$$20,000



6/01 Al Caproni and family went to Alabama to see JLBridge
7/.01 Project Manual- Bid & Construction Released
7/01 Supplemental Agreement No. | issued

11/01 Patricia Kerlin AIA, wrote TD asking if he wanted to do the fence & identified
Where pieces were to go.

12/01 Donna Howell called me identifying herself as TD’s attorney, I got
Al Caproni on the phone, she said it was insulting that we instructed TD to do a
Fence for free and that we hadn’t paid TD forever.

12/01 Al Caproni wrote DH in response apologizing if letter insulted TD and explaine@g\
What the letter meant and sent DH copy of letter. )

12/1 DH faxed letter saying to refrain from building and installing the pedestal until Q@ )
further notice from Donna Howell. iy

2002

1/02 Letter from Al Caproni To DH. Howell haven’t heard from you since 12/1 I/O/L\
$$$$$$$10,000 sent to DH payable to TD Balance owed will be remitted upon o \
Delivery & Installation of the JL Bridge. L J

1/02 NOTICE TO SUSPEND WORK to Valley Crest issued.

2/15 Letter from clients, Ruth Wall & Al Caproni making sure everyone has clear g/(/
understanding of status of BRIDGE. BRIDGE WAS DESIGNED AND APPROVE
BY ALL, JL, FPC. ETC.

3/23 Congressman JL , Al Cproni, Ruth Wall, Donna Howell & Bill Arnett met in

JL’s office. Bill Arnett after 1 hour talking about how the Art Community had mistreated
him, announced that because we moved from the Triangle and we had been rude to TD
They were selling the John Lewis Bridge to another party that Jane Fonda brought in.
However, they would give us the $38,000.00 back and they had TD doing another
Sculpture piece which they then proceeded to show us pictures of..
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