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Prof . Berger 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

STEPHEN R. CHESHIER , APRIL 12 , 1981 

DR . CRAWFORD, MEMBERS OF THE PLATFORM PARTY, MEMBERS 

OF THE SOUTHERN TECH FAMILY AND DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, 

I WANT TO EXTEND TO YOU MY WARMEST GRATITUDE FOR YOUR 

PARTICIPATION IN THIS VERY SPECIAL DAY--SPECIAL TO 

SOUTHERN TECH , AS IT MARKS THE BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA 

IN THE COLLEGE'S DEVELOPMENT , AND SPECIAL TO ME PERSONALLY. 

THIS INAUGURATION IS CERTAINLY MEANINGFUL TO ME , AS IT 

REPRESENTS THE GREATEST, AND POTENTIALLY MOST REWARDING 

LEADERSHIP CHALLENGE OF MY CAREER IN HIGHER EDUCATION. 

TO THOSE REPRESENTING THE COLLEGE AND THE COMMUNITY 

BRINGING GREETINGS TO ME , I THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND WORDS . 

IT IS THE GENUINE SUPPORT FROM YOU AND THE GROUPS YOU 

REPRESENT THAT HAS HELPED TO MAKE SOUTHERN TECH THE 

NATIONAL LEADER IN ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION THAT 

IT IS TODAY . YOUR SHARED COMMITMENT TO THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF THE COLLEGE IS IMMEASJRABLE . 

PROFESSOR BERGER, I THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND COMMENTS 

AND FOR OUR FRIENDSHIP . STI HAS ALWAYS BEEN PROUD THAT 

WE HAVE THE FOUNDING CHAPTER OF TAU ALPHA PI ON CAMPUS, 

AND IT HAS BEEN MY PLEASURE TO WORK WITH YOU AND TAU 

ALPHA PI OVER THE YEARS . 
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DR. HANSEN, I ESPECIALLY APPRECIATE YOUR PARTICIPATION 

IN THIS OCCASION. IT IS CERTAINLY APPROPRIATE THAT YOU 

ARE HERE. IN THE YEARS THAT I SERVED ON THE FACULTY AND 

AS AN ADMINISTRATOR AT PURDUE I OBSERVED FIRSTHAND YOUR 

STRONG COMMITMENT TO HIGHER EDUCATION AND ESPECIALLY TO 

ENGINEERING AND ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION. YOU 

HAVE CERTAINLY PROVIDED ME WITH AN OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP 

MODEL . 

DR. CRAWFORD, ~- DO .A:CCEP'i' ':E'HE GHA~CE 'fll:Pr:f lli*iS BEE~i 

:,iJ'f' ~EF€lfffi HE ,'\S 'fHE FIRST P~OIBEN'f O!i' ~OU'rllEi\'.N 'f~Cl1NICAL 

~STI'IP+~. IT IS AN HONOR AND A PRIVILEDGE FOR ME TO 

SERVE IN THIS LEADERSHIP POSITION. MY PERSONAL COMMITMENT 

TO SOUTHERN TECHNICAL INSTITUTE AND TO ENGINEERING 

TECHNOLOGY IS A DEEP ONE: AND, IT IS WITH GREAT ENTHUSIASM 

AND HUMILITY THAT I ACCEPT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF LEADING 

THIS OUTSTANDING INSTITUTION. 

AND, SPEAKING FOR THE SOUTHERN TECH FAMILY OF FACULTY, 

ADMINISTRATORS, STUDENTS, ALUMNI AND SUPPORTERS, WE ACCEPT 

THE CHALLENGE THAT HAS BEEN SET BEFORE US IN SOUTHERN 

TECH'S ROLE AS ONE OF 14 SENIOR COLLEGES IN THE UNIVERSITY 

SYSTEM OF GEORGIA, AND IN MAINTAINING OUR NATIONAL LEADER­

SHIP ROLE IN ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY. 
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FROM ITS INCEPTION IN 1948, THE COLLEGE'S SUCCESS 

HAS DEPENDED UPON THE COMBINED EFFORTS OF PEOPLE TOO 

NUMEROUS TO MENTION--PEOPLE IN INDUSTRY, LEGISLATORS, 

REGENTS, CITIZENS IN COBB COUNTY, FACULTY, ADMINISTRATORS, 

STUDENTS, ALUMNI AND OUR FOUNDATION, TO NAME A FEW OF 

THE GROUPS WHOSE FORESIGHT AND DETERMINATION HAVE TAKEN 

SOUTHERN TECH FROM A SMALL TWO-YEAR SCHOOL WITH 12 FACULTY 

AND STAFF AND 116 STUDENTS, TO OUR PRESENT POSITION AS 

THE LARGEST PRODUCER OF BACHELOR OF ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 

DEGREE GRADUATES FROM ANY ONE CAMPUS IN THE NATION. 

FROM THE DAY 33 YEARS AGO WHEN LARRY JOHNSON OPENED 

"THE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE" IN OLD NAVAL BUILDINGS IN 

CHAMBLEE, A SPECIAL BREED OF "SOUTHERN TECH DETERMINATION" 

HAS PREVAILED. SINCE WE FIRST OPENED OUR DOORS, THE 

COLLEGE HAS BEEN MADE UP OF PEOPLE WHO DON'T KNOW THE 

MEANING OF THE WORDS "NO" AND "CAN'T", AND PEOPLE WILLING 

TO GO THAT SECOND MILE TO SEE THEIR DREAMS AND GOALS 

REALIZED. 

(Learned first hand that it takes pollen to produce 

these lovely trees and flowers that I have enjoyed so 

much this week) 
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SOUTHERN TECH HAS SEEN A LOT OF CHANGES SINCE ITS 

EARLY DAYS AT CHAMBLEE--IT MOVED TO ITS PRESENT CAMPUS IN 

COBB COUNTY IN 1961; IT BECAME A FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTION 

IN 1970, IT HAS ENJOYED CONTINUAL PROFESSIONAL AND 

REGIONAL ACCREDITATION, ITS PROGRAMS HAVE UNDERGONE 

CONSTANT REVISION TOsrAY IN TUNE WITH EDUCATIONAL AND 

INDUSTRIAL NEEDS, AND, MOST RECENTLY, IT SEPARATED ITS 

ORGANIZATIONAL TIES WITH ITS PARENT SCHOOL GEORGIA TECH 

TO BECOME THE THIRTY-THIRD UNIT OF THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

OF GEORGIA. 

AMIDST ALL OF THESE CHANGES, THOUGH, THE COLLEGE'S 

MISSION HAS REMAINED, AND WILL REMAIN THE SAME -- TO 

PRODUCE TOP QUALITY ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY GRADUATES-­

PROVIDING EXCELLENT CAREER-ORIENTED EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNI­

TIES FOR STUDENTS, AND PROVIDING HIGHLY-TRAINED TECHNICAL 

PERSONNEL FOR BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY IN GEORGIA AND 

THROUGHOUT THE U. S .. ~ OUTHERN TECH WAS FOUNDED AT THE 

REQUEST OF THE GEORGIA BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION: 

AND, IN OUR THREE DECADES OF OPERATION WE HAVE SENT MORE 

THAN 7,000 GRADUATES TO GOVERNMENT , BUSINESS, AND 

INDUSTRY--WE HAVE BEEN UNBELIEVABLY SUCCESSFUL AND ENJOY 

A STRONG NATIONAL REPUTATION. 

IN FACT, IT WAS SOUTHERN TECH'S NATIONAL REPUTATION 

THAT ATTRACTED ME HERE. BECAUSE OF MY INVOLVEMENT WITH 

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL, I HAD COME 

TO RESPECT STI AS A SUCCESSFUL MODEL OF ENGINEERING 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION . 
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YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE AWARE OF STI'S NATIONAL REPUTATION 

TO KNOW OF OUR SUCCESS, THOUGH; CONSIDER OUR GROWTH RATE-­

THIS FALL WE WERE THE FASTEST-GROWING SENIOR COLLEGE IN 

THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM; AND, BASED UPON PRELIMINARY 

ADMISSIONS DATA, WE ARE PROJECTING ABOUT TWICE THAT RECORD 

RATE OF GROWTH FOR NEXT FALL . 

WHEN THE MARIETTA CAMPUS WAS BUILT, THERE WERE ONLY 

800 STUDENTS IN THESE FACILITIES; NOW THERE ARE MORE THAN 

2600. AS YOU CAN IMAGINE, THE COLLEGE IS LITERALLY 

BURSTING AT THE SEAMS. 

THERE ARE SEVERAL REASONS FOR OUR DYNAMIC GROWTH . 

STUDENTS ARE MORE AND MORE AWARE OF THE STRONG DEMAND 

FOR TECHNICAL GRADUATES (right now our graduates are 

getting an average of 3 to 5 job offers each) 

AND THE HIGH STARTING SALARIES THAT THEY COMMAND 

(our last averaged over $21,000 per year in starting 

salaries). (That first year salary is nearly 3 times 

the total state investment in their education.) 

AMERICAN INDUSTRY IS AT A CROSSROADS--WE MUST IMPROVE 

OUR NATION'S PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY, AND BECOME MORE 

INNOVATIVE AND COMPETITIVE . THIS CAN'T HAPPEN WITHOUT 

A STEADY STREAM OF QUALIFIED GRADUATES FROM OUR NATION'S 

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES . IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT 

THERE ARE ABOUT 200 ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY COLLEGES 

PRODUCING GRADUATES , THIS IS NOT SATISFYING INDUSTRY'S 

~EOO. 
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AS THE ONLY COLLEGE IN THE STATE AND ONE OF ONLY A 

FEW IN THE NATION DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO ENGINEERING 

TECHNOLOGY , STI IS A VALUABLE ASSET FOR GEORGIA-­

GOVERNOR BUSBEE HAS AN AGGRESSIVE INDUSTRIAL RECRUITMENT 

PROGRAM TO ATTRACT MORE INDUSTRY TO THE STATE--NOTHING 

IS MORE ATTRACTIVE TO INDUSTRY THAN A POOL :· .OF QUALIFIED 

POTENTIAL EMPLOYEES--THE TYPE OF GRADUATES SOUTHERN 

TECH PRODUCES WHO CAN ASSUME LEADERSHIP AND SUPERVISORY 

POSITIONS IN BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY FROM THE FIRST DAY 

ON THE JOB . 

A RECENT NATIONAL REPORT FROM NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 

EMPHASIZES THE VALUE OF OUR INDUSTRIAL ORIENTATION . 

EMPLOYERS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY WERE ASKED THE QUESTION: 

"IF YOU WERE TO OFFER SUGGESTIONS TO THOSE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN IN COLLEGES 

AND UNIVERSITIES , WHAT <WOULD THOSE SUGGESTIONS BE?" 

THEIR RESPONSES , IN ORDER OF FREQUENCY , WERE : 

1) A HANDS-ON APPROACH WITH MORE COOPERATIVE 

PROGRAMS AND MORE WORK EXPERIENCE FOR STUDENTS; 

2) IMPROVED COMMUNICATIONS SKILLS 

3) LESS EMPHASIS ON RESEARCH AND DESIGN 

4) CLOSER CONTACT WITH INDUSTRY 

5) MORE FACULTY MEMBERS WITH INDUSTRIAL EXPERIENCE . 

THIS IS PRECISELY WHAT OUR PROGRAMS AT SOUTHERN TECH 

ARE ALL ABOUT! 
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YES, SOUTHERN TECH HAS AN OBLIGATION TO THE CITIZENS 

OF GEORGIA; AND, WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO MAKE MORE 

PEOPLE AWARE OF OUR PROGRAMS SO THAT THE NEEDS OF BOTH 

STUDENTS AND INDUSTRY CAN BE BETTER SERVED . 

KEEPING OUR PROGRAMS CURRENT INVOLVES CONSTANTLY 

ADAPTING TO AN EVER-CHANGING WORLD. ONE ASPECT OF THE 

COLLEGE THAT WILL NEVER CHANGE, THOUGH, IS OUR COMMITMENT 

TO STUDENTS. THEY WILL ALWAYS BE OUR HIGHEST PRIORITY. 

THERE IS AN UNUSUAL ATTITUDE OF CARING AT SOUTHERN 

TECH AND THERE IS A REAL SENSITIVITY TO THE NEEDS OF 

INDIVIDUALS . WE ARE NOT JUST AN OUTSTANDING TECHNICAL 

COLLEGE; WE WORK HARD TO DEVELOP THE WHOLE STUDENT . 

SOUTHERN TECH IS DEFINITELY A COLLEGE WHOSE TIME HAS 

COME . THIS IS AN EXCITING TIME FOR US--AS WE UNDERTAKE 

OUR NEW ROLE AS A SENIOR COLLEGE IN THE UNIVERSITY 

SYSTEM OF GEORGIA . 

(PAUSE) 

I MUST TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS MY DEEPEST 

GRATITUDE FOR THE WONDERFUL WAY IN WHICH JOYCE AND I 

_ HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED IN THE COMMUNITY . YOU HAVE MADE US 

FEEL SO WELCOME AND SO MUCH A PART OF THE COMMUNITY 

LIFE THAT IT HAS MADE OUR MOVE PAINLESS . IN FACT, I 

HAVE ADJUSTED SO COMPLETELY FROM INDIANA TO GEORGIA THAT 

I AM EVEN PREPARED TO CALL A SNOW EMERGENCY AND CANCEL 

CLASSES FOR A 1/4 INCH OF SNOW! 
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WE CERTAINLY CHERISH THE MANY FRIENDSHIPS THAT WE 

HAVE MADE IN COBB COUNTY AND EAGERLY LOOK FORWARD TO 

GETTING TO KNOW EACH OF YOU BETTER. 

I CERTAINLY WANT TO THANK CHANCELLOR CRAWFORD AND 

HIS STAFF FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE AND GUIDANCE THIS YEAR. 

THEY HAVE BEEN HELPFUL, SUPPORTIVE, AND A PLEASURE TO 

WORK WITH. OF COURSE YOU ON THE SOUTHERN TECH FACULTY 

AND STAFF HAVE A SPECIAL PLACE IN MY HEART. YOU HAVE 

BEEN TOTALLY SUPPORTIVE, PATIENT, AND PROFESSIONAL IN 

WORKING WITH ME TO MOVE SOUTHERN TECH FORWARD. I 

RESPECT YOUR WISDOM AND VALUE YOUR.DEDICATION. 

FINALLY, I AM GRATEFUL FOR THE HARD WORK OF JOHN 

PATTILLO'S INAUGURATION CO:MMITTEE. THEY CERTAINLY 

DID AN OUTSTANDING JOB PUTTING ALL THE DETAILS OF 

THIS DAY TOGETHER. 

WELL, THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS WAS ONLY 10 SENTENCES 

LONG AND PROBABLY SAID MORE THAN I MANAGED IN 80; 

YET, YOU SHOULD BE THANKFUL THAT I HAVEN'T YET MASTERED 

MY SOUTHERN ACCENT, OR THESE COMMENTS WOULD HAVE TAKEN 

TWICE AS LONG. 

ItM PROUD TO BE A PART OF SOUTHERN TECH'S DEVELOPMENT 

AT SUCH A VITAL TIME; AND, SPEAKING FOR MYSELF, AS WELL AS 

FOR THE SOUTHERN TECH FAMILY, WE CONFIDENTLY ACCEPT THE 

CHALLENGE SET BEFORE US. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 
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