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voter education project/press release

Contact FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Archie E. Allen

Communications Director December 9, 1979

Marietta, Georgia — Plaintiffs in a court action to reapportion council-
manic WARDS IN THE CITY OF MARIETTA HAVE SUBMITTED TWO PLANS DESIGNED TO RE-
DRAW POLITICAL BOUNDARY LINES WITHOUT DILUTING THE POWER OF THE BLACK VOTERS.
The plans, submitted to Marietta city officials by the Black Action
Council of Marietta, were in response to an October 7, 1979 order from
Judge Charles Moye, Jr. of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District
of Georgia
Judge Moye had ruled that the city council’s present ward boundaries
WERE MALAPPORTIONED AND MUST BE RESTRUCTURED TO EQUALLY DISTRIBUTE THE
population. The lawsuit, filed in December, 1973, by plantiffs Hugh

Grogan, Ernest Christian, Harold Adams, and the Black Action Council,

CONTENDED THAT THE WARD LINES DRAWN IN 1964 DILUTED BLACK VOTING POWER

IN VIOLATION OF THE 1965 VOTING RIGHTS ACT.

In addition to the plantiff's two plans, the defendants, Marietta
Mayor James Hunter and members of the city council, were also ordered to
SUBMIT A REVISED WARD BOUNDARY PLAN FOR REVIEW BY THE PLANTIFFS. If
PLANTIFFS AND DEFENDANTS CANNOT AGREE ON AN APPROPRIATE REDISTRICTING
plan by Friday, December &, a Court hearing will determine the best plan
TO ADOPT FOR FUTURE ELECTIONS.

In a meeting of plantiffs and defendants on November 26, 1979, no

AGREEMENT ON PLANS WAS REACHED. WALTER MOON, PRESIDENT OF THE CONCERNED

Black Citizens of Marietta and a participant in the meeting, stated, "We

- MORE -



HAVE TRIED EVERYTHING IN OUR POWER TO COME TO AN AGREEMENT WITH CITY
OFFICIALS."

Mr. Hugh Grogan, President of the Black Action Council, indicated
THAT THE COURT WOULD PROBABLY HAVE TO TAKE THE ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION
IF NO MAJOR POINTS OF AGREEMENT WITH CITY OFFICIALS ARE REACHED. He sAID,
"We cannot continue to play with the political future of this community.
The city officials apparently don't understand the seriousness of this
issue. |t has been our task, as community leaders, to constantly remind
OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS THAT THEY HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO THE TOTAL ELECTORATE,

INCLUDING THE BLACK COMMUNITY."

Plantiffs in the Marietta redistricting suit requested and received

THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE OF THE RESEARCH STAFF OF THE VOTER EDUCATION

Project (VEP), a nonpartisan, Southwide organization which assists
MINORITY POLITICAL PARTICIPATION. VEP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, JOHN LEWIS,

DESCRIBED THE MARIETTA CASE AS "A MAJOR EXAMPLE OF THE NEED FOR CONTINUED
VIGILANCE ON THE PART OF MINORITIES TO PROTECT THEIR VOTING RIGHTS IN THE
South."

"Debate will soon be beginning in Congress on whether to extend the

Voting Rights Act or make it a permanent law," said Lewis. "In Marietta,

AND IN MANY OTHER AREAS ACROSS THE SOUTH, COURTS IN RECENT MONTHS HAVE
UPHELD THE LEGITIMATE PETITIONS OF MINORITIES WHO WERE BEING DENIED EQUAL
ACCESS TO THE POLITICAL PROCESS. DENIAL OF VOTING RIGHTS IS NOT A THING
OF THE PAST, AND THE MARIETTA CASE IS JUST ONE MORE EXAMPLE OF THE CON-

TINUED NEED FOR THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT.”



