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YA. L L Perfons indebted tP, or 
fl tli•t ha•e any demands upon, the cflate of 
Mr, BENJ A M I N  DOLBEA RE, late of Bofton; 
dece�fcd , arc dcfircd to make immediate fettlcmeut 
with JOHN DOLBEA RE, Executor. 

BojlDn, 27th April, 1 7 87.  ( f3 )  

Nathan Frazier & Son 
B E 0 l•!ave to inform tbci� Ciltlomc��• and !He

Publicli:, t hat they have i..o_poTtC.d 111 the vcf. 
fds ju!l arrived from L O N  D O N; . . , 

An Ajfortment of Goods, 
Con!i!ling of all the N.ECFSSAR  \' Articles, In the 
,pi,-ce-goocls way, nfoally imported at this feafon 
of the year ; particularly a further affdrtmcilt or 

Black LASTINGS and SATTlNETS1 
Low-priced lrifl1 LINENS, &c. &c. 

All which they arc determined to fell, wbolcfale 
• -and retail, at the lowc!l rate for Calh. . 

• • They give ready money for .Pot"an'cl Pea.ti 
Alh�s. April 301h, r 787. 

tween the Atlantic or! one fide, a1tr t he Miffifippi 
�nd �t. Laurence on the othc�. 1'hc palra�c of 
the Patowmai: through the blue ri, ge 1s perhaps 
one of the rtiot\ fl iq,endous fcrnes i nature. !dU 
A.and on ' a very high point of bn�. Oo your righ[ 
comts up the SHenandoah, hav1n. • ra�gtd along 
the foot of the mountain an l1undr , mrles to Cecil 
a -.ent. On your left approaches • 1e Patowm�, 
in quell of a gall'fg� alfo. • I? t �e � 1mc:11 of-t�•r 
junction they ru!h togethct again! lie mountarn1 
rc:v.l •t ofun.J•r r,d r•f c en ; • T'ic fidl � .. ,..,.., . 
glanci: of tbie !cene hurries our !1110_ the 
o�inioil t liat •.this earth h,1s been created 10 t,m�,
that the mountains were formed firll, that He ri

vers began to flow l!ftcrwardsJ that in this place 
J>articulai-ly they have been dammed up by the 
BH,e Ridge of mountains, and have formed ;in 
�can,which filled the whole valley ; that conti
nuing to l'ifc, they have at length brolten over 
it this (pot, aod have tor.n the mountain down 
from itd Cuminit to itl) baf(; The piles of rock on 
each hand, bat part ic11larly on the Shenandoah, 
the evitlen t - rttark1 -0f their <lifrupture �nd uul�on 
from their berls; b7 the moll! powerful agents of 
hature; corroborate the i mprcffion. 13ut the rlif. 
unt finilhiog which nature bas giv�l1 to i_Hc pie-

W A N T E D-Three Hundred tore ia of a very -different bbarackr, It 1s a true 
TIT 1 h Jfi "k R y .{; 

contrail to the fore gr-0und. It is as .placid and 
YY a1,nttf . anujpt e Oy ters, i:!clightfol as that is wild .anJ truie.ndous. For. 
'Six feet long, ahd four inc Ires fqoar.e at the but, the mountain being cloven afund4r, !he prcftnta 
for which the READY MONEY will be paid, .if to your r:yc, thro' the cleft, ca fmall catch of fmoo�li 
d v<rred within fifteen d�ys. . • blue horizon1 at an infinite ui(\ance in the plain 

�all at Store No. 3, Long Wharf. country1 inviting you, as it were, frotn the tumult 

.H,jw,,, May 1 ,  1 7s7. nod riot roaring around, . to pafe thro' the breach 
a-r10 participate -of the £aim below. . 

Cod Lines and Ho0ks . .
J U S T  I M P O R T E  D, aod to be S O L. D, 

v ff("i/, ·um (; .,, ·un.
;, 

·-
/ J 

At his.Store, in SALEM, by Wbolcfalc or Retail, 
Cod Lines, 
Cod Hooks, 
Sail Twine, 
Seine Twine, 
Marline, 

, , . '1:he Natural Bridge: 

T 
H E  Natural Brldg�1 the moft fublimc o(Na-

ture'• works, though not comprchendfd UD•
du the prcfent head, mull oot be pre1ermittcd. I i
/� o n  the afccnt of  a hill, which fcemi J o  have been
cloven thro' its length bf fomc great conY11Jfion:
The frlI'ure, jull at the bridge, is, by fome ndmea
furcmcnts, 270 feet deep, by others only zo5. It
is about 45 feet wid� at the bottom, :111d 90 (rct
at  the top ; this of courfc dctrrmioes the length
of the bri ge, and i1s licijrht from the water. I ts 
breadth in • e midcilt, ;, b.-4?.?,. �,., ""C!""" hu• ""'"'Tl? 

anhe enJs, an\! the t n1Ck.u J w� , t' . .;. 
fum. mit of ihc .!rch, about +o feet. A part of thili 
thickncfs is con!lituted by a coat df tu th, whicli 
gi_ve� gro,�h td m:tny la�gc -t,ree�: T�e refidue► 

l,,uh the h,11 on both Odee; 11 one fol,d rod: of
limdfone. ' The arch' approaches the fcmi-cllipti
i:al form ; but tile larger axis of tlie 'c!lipfis, whidj 
would be the chord of the arcb, is many timF• lon • 
i;cr than the travcrlt. - . . , 

Though the fidcs of tlli4 bridge arc provided id
fom� p11rfs l\'ith a parapet of lii,cd rotks, yet frw
men have rcfolution enough .to walk t" them and
look o•er into the abyfs. You involuntarily fall
oo your hands and feet, creep to the parapet an.! 
p,tcp over it. Looking aown frolll tllis height
ii.bpl1t ..:1 mistute, gave me a violent head-ach. I f
iht: view from the top be pdinful and intolerable; 
that from below is dclightfol io an equal extreme.
It  it imppffible for the emotions arifing frnm ihe
fublimc to be felt beyGnd what th�y arc htrc : fo
beauti(nl an arch, fo elevated, fo_light, and fpring
ing as it _we{e up  to �eavcn, t�� rapture of the
f pe_�alor is reaUy indifqibable ! The 6ffure con•
tinuing harrow, .deep, and ll raight, for a confiqer
ablc dill;a.ncc aboye a!'d below the Bridge, opcris ,a 
/hort but very )?leafing view of the north �ouota1it
on one fide and Blue Ridge bn the other, at .the 
dillancc each of them_ of aboot 6te miles. Thi,,, 
br[dgt is ln. the county of Rockbridge, to wbicl;t
it ha• given name, and affords a publjck and com
mo8ious palfagc o•er a valley, wnich cannot he
crolfc<l clfewhere for- a con tldcrab1c di/lance. The 
llream palling under it is call(d Cedar Creek. l.t 
is a water of James river, and fufficir n t  in the dri�(i 
'f�afcirts to turn a grill mill, though itt fount.a111 i•
not. more than two miles abo•e. 

,Bridport Sail Cloth ; 
,All which he will warrant of an cxcc1lent�quality. 

Herc �he eye nltimatcly compofes 1tfdf ; and 
that way too the road happens a6lually to lead. 
You crofs the Patowmac above the juue\ion, pafs 
along iu fide through the bafe of the mountain 
for tl>ree milee, its lcrrib1c precipices hanging ,in 
fragments ,o♦tr 7011, and ,vii in about ;o milea 
reach �redei'ick 10,vn arld the fine country round 
that. This fcenc is worth a voyage acrofs the 
'Atlantick. Yet herci, li1 in  ,he neighbourhood of 
the Natural Bridge, arc people who 'have ,palfcd 
·their lites within h•lf a ilozen miles, and have ne
ver been to furvey t�cfe monuments of a war •be
t ween rivers and ,mountaim;, which mull have 
!hali.�n· lhe �rth ltfcl{ to ·iu centre, 

• 

--

Falling Spring, 
' . The Matll1f?olh, or }Jig ,Bufftilo. 

,Q UR q�:tdrupcds hJyc bceo mollly defcribN! 
Samuel Parkmar.i 

·Has Imported in the Mary, Capt. BARN ARb, and
Nept,me, Cnpt. ·ScoTT, fr�m I'..ONDON, 

A Frejb 

Ajfortment of Prime GrJods, 
Suitable for the Seafon, 

Which be will fell by whokfalc at a very ,(mall
,profit. 

Calh given for Pot and Pearl Allies, 

For LONDON, T H E . Ship MARY, T.
BARKARD, Commander, will 

fail on or about the ..20th of May. 
For fr,ight or.palfage, apply to the 

Captain, or at DAVID SEA RS's Store1 in,Statc- , 
fireet. 

Calli given for ·Pot and Pearl Alhes at 
faid Store. 

Boj/on, April 26, 1 7 87.

From the Connecticut Magazine,April 26. • 
The following p_i,m are taken from Jdftrfan', N.ott1 

on Virginia,"a worlt. nf:!Ver yet puhlifo,d. We e;cptBl 
that tbife, and Jome otb,r exlraB, which we hop, lol 
mal:e from th, fame work, will bt 'Utry 11a,ptable lo 
our rtadtrs. 

Palfage of the Patowmac thro1.1gh the 
Blue Ridge. 

J 
A M E S. :incl PATOWMAC rivers penetrMe
throu�h all the , itlges of mountains eallward 

oT the Allcgaory-that arc broken by no water· 6). I<  is ;., faa ,,, fpi" of <h, """'O. b,. 

TH E  only remarkable· cafcade in this•cdutHry 
is 'that of t.he Falling Spring in Augut\a. 

I t  'is • a water C?f James •river; whcrr i t  is- called 
·JacRfon'a r iver, riti'!g in the warm fpring moun
tains, -about twenty milcs':outh-we!l of•�c warm
fpring, •and flowing into that tallt'y. .l}.bont three
quarters. of .a mile from its fource; J t  £alls o•�r a 
sock 200 fcet _inLO the valley bdo,v. 'J'.he fhtct 
oi water is broken in its brca1th, by t�c rock, i n
two or three ]?laces, but  not  a t  a l l  in i t s  height. 
13ctween ' the !beet and the rock, at the bottom , 
you may wal k.' acrofs dry: This cata.:aa _;ill· be'ar 
no comparifon. with th!lt of Niagara, . a� to the
quantity of water compofing i t  ; the lhcct bei�g 
only 1 2  or 1 5  feet wiac'above, and fon:,cwh_aL more , 
fprcad below ; but it is half as high agafo, the 
latter being only 1 5'6 feet, -accoriling tO' the men
Curll'.tion ma-de !iy ord(r of  M. Vaudrcnil,• Oovcr
nour of 0annda, and 1 30 acc_ordlng to a more re-
ccnt ·account. :......__._ 

B)owivg Ct;Zve.

AT th, Panther gap, in the ridge ,wl\1ch . d1-
vides,thc waters of the Cow and the C�lf:paf- ' 

turc, is what is calh:d the, Blowing Cave. I t  is in 
the f�dc of a hill, is of about I oo foet di,1mcter, a nd 
emit, cqntl aQdy a current of air of fucn force, as
to keep the we�ds protlr,itc to the diqancc of twenty

, )lards hcforc it. This current iR fl,.origell in  dry,
frolly weather, and, in long fpdls of' ra in  wcakc[l. 

, Regular i nfpirati9ns and expirations of air by ca 
verns and filfurcs fuivc been probably ,nongh ac
counted for, by fnppofing them combined with in
termitting fountains ; a• they mull of courfe in
hale air while the or rcfervoira are emptying t hrm
fclves, and again �mit  i1 while t ht')' a.re filling. tut
a contlant i!fue of air, only varyin!(' in its force as
the weather is <lrytr or Jnmper, wi l l  rcqJlirc � new
hypoth('!i&. 

b.y Linn:,;us anJ Mori!. de Boffrin, Of thc(c 
.the Mammoth, or Rig Buffalo,' as called by the 
I ndians, , m'tlft certainly ,hayc been the .!atgcll.
.Their tradition ia that he ,was carnivorous,,?nd tlill
.•xills in the northern !!arts of A meri�a. A. dc!c
.gation oi warriours (rom the Ddiware tribe ha•
ing vifitcd the Govcrnour of Virginia, ducirg tpe 
prcfcnt zqohrtiun, on . m�tt rs of b11fincf4, 2f1�r
thefo had been difculfcd .arid fettled in  C(!Uncil, t'l}c
Governour.alkcd them foQ'lc q_uc!lions relative fd 

1 .tbefr �oµntry, '!Od among others, what they ko�w 
or bad heard of the animal wbofc bones were found 

, at tbc,. �altlicl;;s, on tbc Oh.io. The �hief fpcak_cr
,immc_diattly pur himfclf i.nto an . atLit udc of Qra�
Jory, ai;id ,yith  •a. pomp, foited to 'l'hat . he cpn

,ceivcd !he elevation of t/1� fobjcc\1 i,nformed h i!Tl
that.it W?S a tradition. banded down from their fa
thers, ' 'Phat i n  ancient times a herd of tbcfc trc
• ,ncndous anicpals came tn the bi§-bon,; licks, and
' b�gao an u,niverfal ddlrnetion 9f the J>car, deer, 
' elks► buffalocs; an\! other animab wbi,r:h t.ad bc�n
• created for,the J�,dians a that the Great Man
: abov(, looking -down and feei1_1g t his, was fo en
: J aged, that he f.-izcd his l_ightc!ling, Qcfcended 
' on earth, fcatcd himfelf on a neighbouring .mouo
, tain, on a rock of which h i s  feat and  tht  print 9f
' his feet arc fi ill to be fccn, and hurled his ilolts
' a111Mg them till the whole w�rc llaughtcred, cii:
' C';j'lf the big bu\l, who prcfcnting his f11rc.hc3d to
' th,: !hafts, !hook. them. off as thry fell : . butrmill'
' irg one st length,  it wounded him in tlie fide ; 
• whereon, fprini.ing round, he bounded over the
' O!iio, over th� Wabachc, the ill(nois, �nd fioal]y
• over the great lake., where he is living a t  th_i, 
' da'I" . '  

I �  is well known that on the  Ohio, and in man1,
p�rts of Arnctica fa, her north, tulk�, grinders, aod 
!kclcton, of 11nparrnllclcd m,g,nitudc arc found ill

.,(../} 

I 



.. 

Tlit Gcunl C.11tl bH•"I cempldcd 11,c !,.,. 
li11c!1 (,,..•htth1hcy.,.,~,on•cncd, .. c,cycftcr
day1djo111Hd10 1hc T11di:lay prcccdi11g the !aft 
Wcd...-(d.Jof1hi1mo111h. 

The- M■il 811gu 110• ani•c 11 d" Pott-Offi« 
in this town th,,.., cimu,n och •uk, •it. r.,JJ.:,, 

~!"t~~c~:~ ~:';:':! :;ir;~!:~d •~:~ ~:::; ~ 11 

.Mo,,d.,:,, W,d,,tfJ-3,1 and F,iJ.:, ,,,.,..,;,,,_, being 
doroJ by ch, Poll-Math, 11 10 o'elod 1hc prc
crding ncoing,. 

Duo)-A1 Mihon, on Sonday the ud of !:~~• Mr. Ro1u.T w,~~,uu, formuly o( 1hi1 

N,11.1~-01r1 c1 , Bono,., ltft1J ]· 
£11nu.o f,,.,,. 

Ship z Sifter, , \'alu~ , Cu..taloupc 
Ship K"Pptll, Young, Linrpool 
S.-110011,r .Snhy, Do•nto, Nonh-C,rq)iDa 
Schoona Jdl"c, Dui,, Alcnodria 
Sloop Li .. dy, K,l1f1, L ia...n 

:::; ~:~!R,,.~•i:J:~~•., B~;;t:: 
Slodp 811ld1h, ~umm~, Con11c6 ic111 

Cu.&UD for 
ShipS1Uy, Hopkin, Virginia 

t~=~ t!\f,i,in~i731:J~, ~:~i~;~:'! 
Schoonn Polly, G,17, C1pc P«foc 
Schooner I.inly, Mc'Don:tld, Po,1 , Rofrw,y 
Sloop D<>•c, Whi1r, An113polia 
Sloop PJ01u,, Dunham, Ma,ylaod 
Sloop 3 Brmhcra, Jenning•, Cooo..S.kut 

T ~I;~ :~: ... ~i~!~;cd~ rh~1". ~!:; 
of raid Commiucc wilt be lidd, by adjoornmcnt, 
at the Sol«\mcn'a Roorr1, fo Fancuil-Hall, on 
F,id17 1bc 11\ o(Jnnc, 11 11 o'clnck, A. M. 

WILLIAM ERVI NG, Rn:. Scc'r,. 
lJllflo,r, 1,1,,, l•' 1787. 

Wanted,----A Coachman. 
He mun be a unful dri•cr, ondc,l\and ho,r., , . 
and bewdl rccomrr1u,dcdforhiafobric1y,honclly, 
and good natun,. Applytotnc.Priotu. 

L ~b~gh(~:~!:'c~c~t !~c ~::ccn~!~~h~~:t~ 
Cal- \Vcbb,on Mooclay 1111, a ha r>dromc g1un 61k 
UMBRELLA, ,lmol\ ""'· Tbt--ownn fViuc!4 
dm it may be left ori1li 1bc Prinurhneo!. 

TO BE SO LD, 

The Ship Union, 
N ~~!m1!,i"\~ff:t i~;~f f! 
BuOon. She i1 1 wdl-buih Vdl'd , 

I n,about 18 mon1h1old,hubccn 
onlyone•oy■ge, maybe 611cdforfu1t1!m11l 
UJ)(nfr,i1fuit1l,lcfor1ny•oy1gc,1ndknown 10 
bcagbodfca-bnat. Condi1ion1 may l,:c knowa 
by1pplyin1t1of1id Mr. Rull'ell. (f3w) 

Bojk,:, M.s13, 1786. 

A very convenient Shop, 
fi1u11ccin ,\no-S1rcc1,011acoroeror Ball'1All,r, 
i11obc LET. Inquire of the Ptintcrhucof. 

LATU\' PutLISHED, 
And to be fold by S. H~Li., 0ppofi1c the North 

Side oflhe Sta1c-Houk, (price, u. 6d.) 
THE * 

American Mufeum, .. 
R~pofitory of ANc 1znT and MoDEkl'l 

FUGITIVE PIECES, 
P11.on and PozTtc,u, 

For Fthru11ry and Marth , 1787. 
N. B. The •dmirc" of Arr1cr;c,n PU<!l'f ate 

info,oml, 1h11 in 1hc Murcum for J,f•r:h i• gi•tn 
ntire, the Addrcr, to che American Armin, 
wri11cn by the cclcbntcd Col. HM"'/l,r91, late 
Aid de Camp to hi1 Escdlcncy Gcoen l Wajl,in,t• 
ton. Thi, po,rm wu fold fing\1 io Londoo fur 
two !hilling. !\erling. 
ASSIZE orBRE"Ac.O~;-, B"o-.,-,-,,-.,•,,-,.d~b-y-,-,he 

Sc!dl;mcn, April 30, 1787. lb. oz. dr. 
A •"· t.o.r, white 8,ud, 1110(\ weigh 1 10 8 
A <1-d- L<»(,whitc Brick.Bmd,Freoch 

m1dc, I 8 8 
Bifcuit,ofJ Coppcr1 price • O IJ + 

A .tLo~~h::: ~~-~•~~tr;n!;~~• } o •• 
Mol, . • 

A <1-d- Loaf of brown Bred, J quar· I 



N E W - Y O R K, A pril 2 5 .  
Th, JollD'IIJing Cir,ular Ltlltr hfls bun tranfmtlltd, by 

the Uniltd Sta/ts in Congr,ji ajf,mhled, to the Go
'1trnourl of the refpe8i9Je S1aiu. 

S I R, 
0 U R fccrctary for foreign afl'airs bas tranf

miucd to you copies of a letter to him from 
our mininer at the court of London, of the 4th day 
of Ma..-ch, 1 786, and of the papers mentioned to 
have been enclofcd in it. 

We have deliberately anddifpallionntcly examin
td and confidcred the fcvrral facls and matters urg
.-d by Britain as infractions of the treaty of peace 
on the par t  of America, and we regret that in fomc 
of the fiates too little attention allpcars to have 
-been paid to the publick faith pledged by that treaty.

Not only the obvious diclates of religion, mora
lity and national honour, but a1fo the 6r!l princi
ples of good policy, demand a candid and pun8ual
compliance with engagements connittltionally and
fairly made.

Onr national connitotion huing committed to 
11s the m,nagcment of the national concerns with 
foreign flates and po",ers, it is oor du.t y to take 
care tha� all the rights which they ought to enjoy 
within our jurifdielioo, by the lawe of nations and 
the faith of treaties. remain invioh1te. And i t  is 
alfo our duty to provide that the clfential interdh 
-.ind pcJcc of the whole cnnfcdcracy, be not im
paired or endangered by deviations from the line 
of publick faith, into which any of its members 
n,ay from whatever caufe be unadvifodly' drawn. 

Let i t  be remembered that the thirteen inde
pendent fovcreign natc� have, by cxprefs cklcga
t ion of po,ver, form.:d and •cited in us a general 
though l imited fo-.creignty, for the gcn(ral and na
tional purpofos fpecilicd in the confcdcra(ion. In 
this fover,ighty they c,nnot feverally -participate 
( ex<"cpt by their delegates) nor with i t  have con
current jurifdidioo ; for the ninth article of the 
conftderation moll exprcfs[y co!!_vcye to us the folc 
and ,xr/ufi.,e rrght and·powcr of dJtermining on 
war and p,au, and of enttring into lnatiu and alli
anced, &c. 

·when therefore a treaty is conn itut ionally made,
r�tifi�d arid publi/he9 oy us, it immcdiatcly bccomcs 
btndrng on the wlrolc nation, and fupcrad.Jcd to 
t he. bws of the land, without the intervention or 
liat of !late legi0atures. Treaties dcrive'thcir obli
ga1 ion from being compac\s between 1 hc fovercign 
of this, and the fo�ercign of ano her nation ; 
whereas laws or llatutes clrrivc their force from be
ing ae\s of a legifla111rc competr nt to the palling 
of them. Hence it is clear tha t  treaties mun be 
implicilly received and obfcrvcd by every member 
of the nation ; for as lta1c ltgi(faturcs arc uot com
petent to the making of fuch compads or treaties, 
fo neither arc they; competent, in that capacity, 
authoritatively to decide Qll, or afcertain the con
firuclion and fenfc <>f them. When doubJd ·arifc 
rcfpecling the connru8ion of ftatc laws, it is not 
unufual nor improper f�r the nate legifiatµrcs, by 
expl�atory or declarotory acls, to remove thofc 
doubts : But 1h.: cafc between laws and compa81 
or treaties, is in  this widely d�lfcrcnt ; for when 
doubts arife refpeding the feiife and meaning of 
a treaty, they arc fo far from being �ognizablc by 
a fl ate lcgillaturc, that the United Statcll in  Con
grcfs alfcmblcd have no authority to fett1c aiid dc
termi_nc !hem : for 3i the lcgiDatnrc only, which
conn1tvuonally palfcs a law, has power to r evffe 
and . amrnd it ; fo the fovcrcigns only, ·wllo arc
parttcs to a treaty, have power, by mutual con
fcnt and poRcrior ar� iclcs, co cqrrc� or cxelain i t .  

I n  cafes between tndividuals, a l l  doubts rcfpcll
ing the m aning of a t reaty, like all doubts ref peel
ing the meaning of a la,v, are in the fi rn  innance 
mere judici3I qudlions ahd arc t-0 be heard and de
cided in the c;ourts of jufiictha;ing c;gni°zance of 
the caufes i11 which they a rife, anrl whofc duty it is 
to determine chem according to the rules aiid max
ims cftahlilhed by the jaws of natioos for the inter
pretation of treaties. From th�fc principles i t  fol
lows of nccelfary eonfequrncc, that no i11dividu3l 
llate has a right by legi0 tivc acls to decitle and 
point out the fcnfc in wb,ch their particular citi
zens and courts ll1all undcrfiand this or that article 
of a treaty. 

It is evident that :, contrary do8rine woulrl not 
only militate againfl: 1hc common and cnablilhcd 
maxims and ideas rcla1 ive tn this fubjell, but would 
prove no lcfs ludicrous in pradice than it is irra 
tional in theory ; for iri that cafc the fame article of 
the fame trea1 y might by la!v be made to mean one 
thing in Ncw:- Hamplhire, ano1her thing in New
York, and neither the one nor the other of them i n  
Gtorgia. 

How far fuch Jcgilla1 ive'acl'S wo•tld be valid anti 
obhgatory even within the lin,its of the ftatc paf-

fing thc111, i1 a qocR1ou wliich we hope Ttcvcr to 
have occ3fioo to Jifcof.,. Certain however it is 
that fuch atle cannot bind either of the contra8-
ing fovereigns, a11d confcqucntly cannot be obliga
rory on t heir rcfpcclivc nations. 

But if treaties, and every article in them, be ( as 
they are and ought to be ) binding oo the whole 
nation ; if individual natcs have no right to accept 
fome articles and rcjeet others ; and if the i m
propriety of fiatc ails to interpret and decide the 
fcnfc and connru8ion of them, be apparent ; fiill 
more manifcft muft be the impropriety of !late a8s 
to control, delay or modify the operation and CJ· 
ccution of thefc national compacls. 

When it is confidcrcd, that the (cvcral fiates af
fcmbled by their dclcgatca in Congrtfd, have cx
prefs powc,r to form treaties, furcly the treaties fo 
formed arc not afterwards to be fubjcct to fuch al
terations as this or that lcgi0aturc m,y think ex
pedient to make, and tliat too without the confcnt 
of either of the parties to it,-that is, in  the prc
fcnt cafc, without the confent of all the United 
St3tC9, who collc8i•cly arc parties to this treaty 
on the one fide, and fiil Britannick Majen y on the 
other. W c.:c the lcgillarnrcs to polfcfs and to ex
crcifc fuch power, we lhould foon be involved, as a 
nation , in anarchy and confufion at home, and in 
difputcs whi-ch would probably terminate in hof
tilitics and war with the nations with whom we 
may have formed treaties. ln l\ances would then 
be frequent of treaties folly executed in one fia1e, 
and only partly cr.ccuted in another ; .ind of the 
fame article being executed in  one manner in  one 
natc, and io a different manner, or not at all, in 
another ftatc. Hiltory furni lhcs no precedent of 
fucb libcrtic& taken with treaties nnder form of 
law in any nation. 

Contrads between nations, like contracls bc
twctn individuals, lhould be faithfully c_xccuted, 
even though the fword in the one cafc, and the law 
in the other, did not compel it. Honell nations, 
like honen mcu, rrquirc no  connraint to  do juft
ice ; and though impunity and the ncceffity of af
fairs may fometimcs afford temptations to  pare 
down contraels to the mcafurc of con,;,enicn<"c, yet 
i t  is never done bm at the cxpcnfe of that cfteem, 
and confidence, and credit, which arc of infinitely 
more worth than all the momentary advantages 
which fnch cxpedirnts can extort. 

But although contra8ing nations canr¼ot, like 
i11diviauals, avail themfelves of courts of ju nice to 
com1>cl performance of contra8s ; -yet an appeal 
to Heaven and to arms is always in their power, and 
often in  their inclination. 

But it is their duty to 1akc care that they never 
lead their people to make and fnpport fuch ap
JlCals, unlefs the liticerity and propriety of their 
condull affords them good rtafon to i:cly with 
confidence on thcjullicc and pro c8ion of Heaven. 

Thns much we 1hi1lk it ufcful to obfavc in order 
to txplain the pr inciples on which we have unani
mou'1y come to- the following rcfolution, viz. 

" Rcfolvcd, That the legiRaturcs of the fcv'cral 
" fiates cannot of right pafs any aa or aas for in 
" tcrprcting, explaining or conftrning a national 
" trc,ty, or any part or claufe of it ; nor for re
" Clrainiug, limiting, or in any manner impeding, 
" retarding or counteracl:ing the operation and 
" execution ·of the fame ; for that on being con
" fiitutionally made, ratified and publilhed, -they 
" become, in  virt uc of. the confederation, part of 
•• the law of the land, and arc not only indcpend
" cnt of the will and power of fuch lcgi!Jatures,
" but alfo binding and obligatory on them."

Pis tl1c treaty of peace, fo far ai i t  refpeds the 
matters and things prpvidcd fo r  in  it, is a law to 
the United States, which cannot by all or any of 
them be altered or changed, all !late ads cnablilh
ing provifiond relative to the fame ol,jccls which 
are incompatible with it, muft in every point of 
view be improper ; fnch a8s do nevcrtbclefs exift ; 
but we do not think it occdfary either to enumerate 
the� particu�arly, or to make them fcvcrally the 
fubJe81 of drfcnffion. It appc�rs to us fufficicnt 
to obfervc and infill that the treaty ought to have 
free courfc in it, 9peration and execution, and 
that all obnaclcs interpofed by ftate alls be re
moved. Wc_mcan to ad wath the moll fcrupulous
regard to Jun1ce and candour towards Great- Bri
tain, and with an equal degree of delicacy, mode
ration and deci£ion towards the natcs wno have 
gi•cn occafion to thefe difcuffions. 

For theft reafons we have in general tcrmR « Re
" folved, That all fuch aas, nr  parts of aas, as 
" may be now cxiniog in any of the natcs, rcpug
" n�nt to the treaty of peace, ought to l,c forth
" with repealed ; as well to prevent their conti
" n11ing to be regarded as violations of that treaty, 
" as to avoid the difagreeahlc ncceffity 1 hcre might 
" other\,·ifo be . of �i�ng and difcuffing quen io11s
" touchmg their validity and obligation." 

Although tbia refolution ipplitt ltrialy only td 
fucb of the llatca as have palftd the t X<'C"ptionable 
acls alluded to, yet to ob,iate all future, difputC11 
and qucllions, as well as to  remove thofc which 
now exift, we think it bcn tha very ftate, witlrout 
exception, '11ould pafs a law on the fubje8. We 
have thutforc " Refolvca, that it be rce-0mmcno
" cd to the fevrral natcs to make fnch rc,peal ra
" ther by dcfcribing than reciting the faid a8s ; 
" and for that purpof( to pafs an aa declaring in 
" general terms that  all fuch alls, and parts of a8s, 
" repugnan t  10 the treaty of peace between the 
•• United States and hie Dritannick Majcfiy, or
" any article thereof, Chall be, and thereby arc re
" pealed ; and that the courts of law and equity
" in all cafes and qucfiion, cognizable by them
" rcfpcclivcly, and ari611g from or touching the
" faid treaty, lliall decide and adjt1dgc according
" to the t rue intent and meaning of the fame : 
" any thing in the faid ac!h, or parts of acls, to the
" contrary thereof notwithl!anding."

Such laws would anfwer every purpofc, and be 
ufily formed. The more they were of the like 
tenor throughout the ftates, tbe better ; tb(y might 
each recite, 

Whereas ccttain laws or ftatutcs made and pafT
cd in fome of the U nitcd States, arc regarded and 
complained of aa repugnant to the treaty of peace 
with Great -Britain, by rtafo� whereof not only 
the good faith of the UoiteJ St!lles pledged by 
chat treaty, has been drawn into qucnioo, but their 
ccrcntial intcrcfts under t hat treaty greatly affc8ed : 
And whereas jullicc to Great-Britain, as well as 
regard to the honour and intcrcfis of the United 
State�, rcqnirc that the faid treaty be faithfully 
executed, and that all obfracles t hereto, and par
t icularly fuch as do or may be c01,nrucd to procctJ 
from the laws of this fiate, be dfcllually removed : 
Therefore 

Be it enacted by and it is hereby 
enacled by the allthority -0f the fame, that fuch of 
thc a8sorpartsof act11 of the lcgillaturc of this fiatc, 
a� are repugnant to the treaty of peace between the 
United States and his Britannick Majefty, or any 
article thereof, /hall be, and hereby arc repealed. 
And further, that the courts of law and equitr. 
within this ftate, be, and they hereby arc dircaca 
and required in all caufcs and qucllioos cognizable 
by them rcfpectivcly, and ariling from or touchiog 
the faid treaty, to decidc and adjudge according to 
the tenor, true intent anJ meaning of the fame, 
any thing in the faid a8s, or part of act�, to the 
contrary thereof in  any wife notwitbnanding. 

Sµch a general law \vould, we think, be pre
ferable to one that lhould minutely enumerate the 
a8s and claufcs intended to be repealed ; bccaufc:

omiffions might accidentally be made-in the roumc
ration, or quenions might arifc, and perhaps not 
be fatisfad:orily determined, rcfpecting particular 
a8s or claufcs, about which contrary opinions may 
be entertainer!. By repealing in general terms all 
·acts and claufes repugnant to the freaty, the bufi 
ncfs will be t urned over to its proper depart ment,
viz. the judicial ; and the court.; of law will -find
no difficulty in  decidfog wh�thcr any particular aff 

er claufc is or is not contrary to the treaty. Bc
fidcs, when it is coofidered that the judges in  ge
neral arc men of chara8er and learning, and feel,
as well as kuow the obligation� bf office, and tltc
value of reputation, there is ·no rcafon to doubt
that tbcir condua and judgment relative to thcfe,
as well as other j udicial matters, will be wife aud
upright.

Be plcafcd, Sir, to lay this letter before the lt
gi0aturc of your fiatc without tlday. vVc Battcr
ourfelvcs they ,viii cbncur with us in opinion rhat
-candour and jafiice arc as necdfdry to true policy
as they are to found morality, and that the mofi:
honourable way of dtlivcring ourfclvcs from tlle
embarrafl'mcnt of mifiakcs, is fairly to correa and
amend them. It cn-tainly is time" that all doubta
rcfpccting the publick faith be removed, and that
all qucnions and differences between us and Great
Britain b� amica-bly and 6nally fettled. The
fiath arc informed of the reafons why his Britan
nick Majcny Cl iil continues to occupy the fr onticr
pons which by the treaty he agreed to evacuate : 
and we have th� Clrongcft affurances that 3n cxac\
compliance wit Ii the treaty on our part, /hall be fol
lowed bJ a punel ual performance of i t  on the part
of Great -Britain.

I t  is important that the fcvcral lcgillaturcs lhoold,
as foon as pol!iblc, take thefc matters into confi
dcration : and we rcqucft the favour of you to
traofmit to ns an aothtnticated copy of fuch a8f,
and proceedings of the lcgi0aturc of: your fl ate, as
may take pljlce on the fubjccl and in  purfuance of. 
this lcucr. By Order of Congrefs. 

(Signed) 

Arthur St. Clair, Prdident. 

t ' 
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