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Non Dindymene, non Adytis quatit 
Mentem Sacerdotum lncola Pythius, 

Non Liber ceque, non acuta 
Sic geminant Corybantes /E,ra, 

'Irijles ut free.--- Ho:R. 

H E Maxim which P eriander of Co.;. 
rinth, one of the feven Sages of Greece, 
left as a Memorial of his Knowledge 
and Benevolence was ):?A� "-pd:re1, Be 
Mefler of thy Anger. He coniidered 
Anger as the great Difturber of human 

Life, the chief Enemy both of publick Happinefs, and 
private Tranquillity, and therefore thought that he could 
not lay on Pofrerity a fl:ronger Obligation to reverence his 
Memory, than by leaving them a falutary Caution againft 
this outragious Paffion. 

I 

To what Latitude Periander might extend the Word, 

. the Brevity of his Precept will fcarce allo� �s to conjecture. 
From 
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Fr�m Anger, in its full Import, protracted into Malevo­
lence, and exerted in Revenge, arife, indeed, many of the 
Evils to which the Life of Man is expofcd. By Anger 
operating upon Power are produced the Subverfion of Ci­
ties, the Defolation of Countries, the Malfacre of Nations, 
and all thofe dreadful and aftonilhing Calamities which fill 
the Hiftories of the World, and which could not be read 
at any di/l:ant Point of Time, when the Paffions /l:and neu­
tral, and every Motive and Principle is left to its natural 
Force, without Come doubt of the Veracity of the Relation, 
did we not fee the fame Caufes /l:ill tending to the fame 
Effects, and only ailing with lefs Vigour for want ef �lac 
fame concurrent Opportunities. 

Bu T this gigantick and enormous Species of Anger 
fulls not properly under the Animadverfion of a Writer, 
whofe chief End is the Regulation of common Life, an<I 
whofe Precepts are to recommend themfelves by their ge.. 
neral Ufe. Nor is this EfTay intended to expofe the tra­
gical or fatal Effects even ot private Malignity. The A.nger 
which I propofe now for my Subject is Cuch as makes 
thofe who indulge it more troublefome than formidable, 
and ranks them r,ther with Hoi'hets and Wafps, than with 

Bafililks and Lions. I ha"e, therefore, prefixed a Motto, 
which characterifes this Puilion, not fo much by the Mif­
chief that it caufes, as by the oife that it rual..'eS, 

THERE is in the \Vor!d a certain Cbfs of Mortils, 
known, and contentedly known, by the Appellation of 
pq/jionate l,I.·n, who -imagine themfelves entitled by that 
Ditl:inction to be provoked on every flight ·Occafion, and 
to vent their Rage in vehement and fierce Vociferations, in 

furious Menaces and licentious Reproaches. Their Rage, 
indeed, for the moil Part, fumes away in Outcries of In­
jury, and Protefiations of V cngeance, and fcldom procteds 

to actual Violence, onlcfs a Drawer, or Link-Boy, fulls in 
their wny ; but they interrapt the Quiet of thofo that .hap-
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pen to be within the Reach of their Cbmours, difturb 
the Coorfe of Converfutioo, and interrupt the Enjoyment 
of Society. 

Mn� of this kind are fomctimes not without Under­
Jlanding or ;v",rtoe fufficient to recommend them to Love 
and Regard, and are, therefore, not always treated with the 
Severity, whidh their Negled of the EaJi, of all about 
them .might juftly pro•okc ; they have obtained a kind of 
Prcfcriprion for !their Folly, and being confidered by their 
.ComP"nions as onder a predominant Inlluence, that leaves 
¢hem not Mafters of their Conducl, or their Language, 
as 11cl:ing without Thought, and ruihing into Mifchief 
with a Mift before their Eyes, they are, thercfure, pitied 
!'lither than cenfured, and their Sallies are palfccl over as 
the involuntary Blows of a Man agitated by the Spafms 
of a Co11VU1fion. 

IT is furely not to be obferved without Indignation, 
that Men are to be fuund of Mmds mean enough to be 
fatisfied wiih this Treatment; Wretches who a,e proud 
to obtain the Privilege of Madmen, and cna, without 
.Shame, and without Regret, confider themfelves as re­
ceiving houdy Pnrdons Iiom their Companions, .and giv­
ing .them continual Opportunities of exercifing their Pati­
ence, and boafting their Clemency. 

Pride is undoubtedly the Original of Anger; but Pride, 
like e\'ery other Pallion, if it once break� loofe from Rea­
fon, countera& its own Purpofes. A paffiona.te Man, 
upon the Revie•v of his Day, will have very few Gratili­
cations<to offer to his Pride, when he has confidered how 
his Outrages were caufed, why they were born, and in 
what they .are likely to end at Jail:. 

TH o s E fudden Burfts of Rage generally break out 
upon -fmall Occafions; for Life, unhappy as it is, cannot 
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fupply great Evils as frequently as the Man of Fire think! 
lit to be enraged; and therefore the lidl: Reflection upon 
his Violence mull: /how him that he is mean enough to 
be driven from his Poll: by every petty Incident, that he 
js the mere Slave of trivial Chances, and that his Rea­
fon and his Virtue are in the Power of the Wind. 

0 N-" Motive there is of the(e loud Extravagancies, 
which a Man is generally careful to conceal from others, 
and, perhaps, does not always difcover to himfelf. He 
that finds his Knowledge narrow, and his Arguments weak, 
and, by confequonce, his Suffrage not much regarded in 
.QQ�fl:ions accurately examined, and feriou0y debated, is 
fometimes in hope of gaining that Attention by his Voice, 
which he cannot oth.erwife obtain, and is pleafed with re­
-rnembring that at leafl: he made himfelf heared, that he had 
the Power to interrupt thofe whom he could not confute, 
and fufpend the Decilion which he could not guide. 

0 F tl1is Kind is the Fury to which many Men give way 
among their Servants, and Domefl:icks ; they feel their own 
Ignorance, they fee their own lnlignificance, and, there­
fore, they endeavour, by their Fury, to fright away on­
tempt from before them, when they know it mull: follow 
!hem behind, and think themfelves eminently Ma/\ers, when 
they fee one Folly tamely complied witl1 only for fear left 
Refufal, or Delay, lhould provoke them to a greater. 

. THESE Temptations cannot but be owned to have fome 
force, and it is fo little plealing to any Man to fee himfelf 
wholly overlooked in the Mofs of Things, that he may be 
allowed to try a few Expedients for procuring fome kind 
of fupplemental Dignity, and to endeavour to add vVeight 
by the Ardour of his Temper, to the Lightnefs of his other 
Powers. But this has now been long prac.ti(cd, and found 
upon the moll: exalt Efl:imate, not to produce Advantages 
equol to its Inconveniencies ;  for it has not appeared that 

a Man 
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a Man has by Upcoar, and Tumult, and Blufl:er, altered 
any one's Opinion of his Underfl:anding, or been able 
to gain any Influence except over thofe whom Fortune or 
Nature has made his Dependents. He may by a t1eady 
Perfeverance in his Ferocity fright his Children, and har­
rafs his Servants, but all th� Rell: of the vVorld will look on 
and laugh ; and he will have the Comfort at lafl: of think­
ing, that he lives only to raifc Contempt and Hatred, 
Emotions to which Wifdom and Virtue would be always 
unwilling to give Occafion. He will find that he has con­
trived to make thofe fear him, whom every reafonable Be­
ing is endeavouring to endear by Kindnefs, and mull: con­
tent himfelf with the Pleafure of a Triumph obtained by 
trampling on tl1ofe who could not refill: him. He mufi 
perceive that the Apprehenfion which his Prefence caufes 
is not the A we of his Virtue, but the Dread of his Bru­
tality, and that he has given up the Felicity of being loved, 
without gaining the Honour of being reverenced. 

BuT this is not tl1e only ill Confequence of tho frequent 
Indulgence of this blufl:ering Pa/lion, which a Man, by 
often calling to his Affi.fb.nce, will teach, in a {hortTime, 

to intrude before the Summons, to ru01 upon him with 
relifl:lefs Violence, and without any previous Notice of its 
Approach. He will find himfelf liable to be inflamed at 
the firfi touch of Provocation, and unable to retain his 
Refentment, till he .has a full Conviction of the Offence, 
to proportion his Anger to the Caufe, or to regulate it by 
Prudence, or by Duty . When a Man has once fuffered his
Mind to be thus vitiated, he becomes one of the moll: hate­
ful and unhappy Beings. He can give no Security to him­
felf that he /hall not, at the next Interview, alienate by 
fome fudden Tranfport his dearefl: Friend; or break out, 
upon fome 0ight Contradiction, into fuch Terms of Rude­
nefs as can never be perfealy forgotten. Whoever 
converfes with him lives with the Sufpicion and Solicitude 
of a Man that plays with a tame Tiger, always under a 
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N eceffity of watching the Moment, in which the caprici 
ous Savage fhall begin to growl. 

IT is told by Prior, in a Panegyrick on Lord Dorfet, 

that his Servants ufed to put themfelves in his way when 
he was angry, becaufe he was fore to recompenfe them 
for any Indignities which he made them fuffi r. This is 
tlie Round of a paffionate Man's Life; he contracts Debts 
when he is furious, which his Virtue, if he has Virme, 
obliges him to clifcbatge at the Return of Reafon. He· 
fpends his Time in Oun-age and Acknowieigernent; In­
jury and Reparation. Or, if there be any who hardens 
himfe1f in Oppteffion, and juftifi<�s the Wrong) beca1a{e 
he· has done it, his Irifenfibility can make fmall pattt of 
his Praife, or his Happinefs ; he only add6 deliber'<lt� t6 
hafl!y Folly, aggravates Petul"nce by Contumacy, ahd de ... 
ft'roys the only Plea that he can offi r for the Tendernefs 
and Patience of Mankind. 

YET, even this degree of Depravity we may be con­
tent to pi y, becaufe it feldom wants a Puniiliment equat 
to it Guilt. othing is more defpicable, or more muer­
able, than the ol • Age of a paflionate Man. When the 
Vigour of Youth fai.s him, and his Amufements pall with 
:rrequeiJt Repetition, his occafional Rage finks, by d cay 
of Str ngth, into Peevifhnefs; that Peeviilinefs, for 
want of Nov lty and Vatiety, becomes habitual ; the 

::. orl fills off fi:om arouncl him, and he is 1 ft, as Homer
e, p ff< E it, i· 1Pt.H:J11 , ;:,-.�v %;,.;, to de our his own H art in 
Solitude and Cont mpt. 
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