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ON Bernardo de .Galvez, the

J SpanifhGovernor of Louifiana,

having col}lc&cd the whole force of

1is Province at New Or-

Auﬁ;gtb, leans, firft publicly declar-

{/<" .edthc independency of A-

merica by heat of drum, and then fet

outon this expedition. Hehad previ-

%% oufly concerted his meafures fg well

B _}in {¢cuting the communications, that

« " #'IMajor General Campbell, who com-

! manded at Penflacola, did not receivé

' the {malleft information of the dan-

N ger of the weftern part of th= pro-

L vince, or cven that hoftility was in-

4 tendcd, until the defign was nearly

N effe@ed. With fimilar addrefs,and

rofiting of the {fecurity which pre-

. vailed on our fide, hc had, by {ur-

prize and ftratagem, taken a royal

% {loop of war, which was f{lationed

. on Eakc PYontehartrain, and was ¢-

) qually fuccelsful in feizing feveral

velels on the lakes and nivers, la-

den with provifions and neccfla-

rics for the Britith detachment, and

one, containing fome troops of the
regiment of Waldcck.

Such lucky circumftance were
not neceflary to infure fuccefs to his
entcrprizé. - The whole military
force; Britith and German, ftation-
ed for thé protettion of the country,
did not amount to five hundred
men ; and thefe hacsao other cover
againft a fuperiour cnemy, but a

\'  newly conitru€ted fort, or more
Kropcrly Ficld Redoubt, which they

ad haftily thrown up, at a place

called Baton Rouge. . In this place,

\  however, Lieutenant Celonel Dick-
{fon, of the 16th regiment, {tcod 2
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fiege of ninc days; and when the
opening of a battery of hca\z aril-
lery had rendered all farthér defence
impra&icabl'c, he obtaided condi-
tions very honourable to the garri-
fon,and highly favourable to thein-
habitants. Thec troops, ftrom the
pature of their fituation, were nc-
celfanly obliged to furrender prifon-
crs of war; and it is to be remem-
bercd, highly to the honour of the
Spanifh governour ahd commander;,
Don Bernardo de Galves, that up-
on thisy as well ‘as upoh a later oc-
cafion of the faths unfottundte na-
ture, hothing could cxcced the gbod
Faith with ihich he obferved the
ptefcribed conditions, not thé hu-
manity, and kindnefs, with which
le treatéd his prifoners.

The lariguid natute of the cam-
paign on the fidé of New York,
¢nabled the Americans, ih the be-
ginning and progrefs of the autumn,
to take a keavy vengrance on the
Indians, [or the ctuclties and chor-
mities which they had f{o long prac-
tiled on the frontiers. So formida-
ble was this €némy now grown,
through the accellion bf frength
and difcipline which it derived from
the refugées and whi™ adventurers,
thata {mall anny, with a train of ar-
tillery, under the conduét of Gene-
ral Sullivdn, afliftcd by fome other
officcers of name, were deftined to
this fervice. The funcus confeder-
acy of the five or ¢f the hix na-
tions, 25 it has been diffcrently call-
ed ; that confedcracy which exhi-
bited the rude outlines of a repub-
lick. 1o the mot hidden dcfirts of
.
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Amgrica, was the object of the gre-
fert expedition. Thefe nationslying
arthe backs of the northermand mid-
dlc'colonics.amidft the great lakes, ri-
vers,andimpenctrable forefts,which
feparate them™ from Canada, thad
16ng been renowned for the courage,
fidelity, and conltancy, with which
they had adhered to the Engliftit in
their wars with the French ; and
hadevenaffifted them frequentlya-
sainft differcnt nations of their own
countrymen.  In the beginning of
the prefent conteft, they had-eon-
cluded a treaty with the Americans,
by which they bound themflves to
oi»fcrvc a (i@ neutrality dyring
the progrefs of the (truggle. "The
Americans faid, that they offered at
thattimeto take up the hatchet a-
gain{t the Englifh, but that they had
rcjetted the offer upon prirciplc ;
only requiring of them to adhesc
itridly to the neutrality.

The power of piclents, with the
influcnce of Sir William Johnfon,
and fome others who had intereft a-
mong  them, operating upon their
own natural propenfitics, foon led
them todepartfrom this pacifick linc
of contult, and they took a diftin-

uifhed part in that cruel and de-
li'?rud.ivc war, which, wec have more
tha once feen, was carried on a-
gainft the back fcttlement.  The O-
neida Indians, were the only nation
of the confederacy, who had adher-
ed- to the ncutrality ; orat Icaft, who
were not known to have taken any
direét part againft the Amcricans.
They were aceordingly deftined to
cfcape the intended geneal deftric-
tion. For the Rrincn le of this war
was cxtermination ; fo far as that
can be carricd into exccution againft
ancnemy, whe feldom can be caught
or found, cxcept when, {rom mo-
tives of advantage, he choofes to
ftay, or to reveal himfelf They
were of opinion: that nothing lefs,
than driving them totally and far
from their prefent polfeflions, could
cverafford any permanent profpett
of fecurity and quict, to their numer-
ous infant fettlements ; whiclr they
knew, under thele circumitances,

wovld foon berome the great fources
of wealth-and Ttredgth to their ref-
peftive (tates.

_ *The Indians iarched boldly to-
wards the frontiers of their country
to mect the ‘invaders. Thel weré
headed by ' Butler; Brandy, Guy
Johnfon, and Macdonald ; and, be-
fides affemnbling all theirown tribes
and allics, werc jomed by fome hun-
dreds of refugees, dr, as the- Ameri-
cans call them, Torics. They pof-
felled themlelves of 2 difficult pals
in the woods, between Chemun

and Newtown, in-the vicinity ol
the Tcaoga River; wherc thcy efn-
{tiuéted a fbrong brealt-work, mide
of large logs, of above halfa mile
in extent ; from whericcother woiks.
of lefs fl.rcnglh, rcached a mile and
a half, to the top of a mountain io
their rear, wherc a fccond breaft-
work was formced.

A warm attack and de-
fence took place, and was
continucd for two hours;
in which Sullivan found thathc had
full occafion for his artillery to
make any cffc€tual impreffion on
the breaft-work. The rout of the
confedcrates wwas accelerated and
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complcted, throughthe movements _

that were made by the generals Poor
and Clinton, forturning their flanks
and thereby cutting off their retreat.
The viftery was fo complete that
they never attempted to make ano-
ther ftand during the {ubfequent de-
folation of their country.

This attion only opencd the way
to thc commencment of Sullivan’s
c:crcdilion ;and there was a diffi-
culty ftill remained, which was ca-
pablc of rendering itin a great' mea-
furc incfleCtive. To render the fer-
vice inany confiderable degree cf-
{eCtual, it was neceffary that the ar-
my {hould bc out a month, at leait.
in a country totally unknown, and
where no {upplies of any fort could
be hoped for ; but with all Sullivan’s
inftuftry, and'the aids of hisemploy-
crs, the diltance, roads, and othci
circumftances, rendcred itimpraéi-
cable to-providc provifion for more
than half the tiine ; nor, if there had
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+een morc, were patkhorics to be
found fur its conveydnce ; although
“to lighten the carriage, the cattle
which they were to live upon were
driven along with tlie anny. The
Lpirit of the foldiers, the hcarty zcal
of the office’s, with an animatin|
fpeech from their general, removes
all impediment to the defign : The
propofal ef fhort allewance was re-
ceived with theloudeft fhiouts of ap-
brobation ; and. the ration for 24
hours was fixed, with univerfal con-
{ent, at half a pound of flour, and as
much trefh beef; the reduétion go-
ing even to the falt.

This cxpedition was worthy of
notc, as it difcovered a greaterdegree
of policy, and rather an higher itatc
ofimprovement, among thofc Indian
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nations, than had been expeéted, -
ven by thofe’ who ‘had lived near,
and almoft inthe midft of them.
Sullivan difcovered, to his furprizc,
that no guides®could be' procurcd
who knew any-thing at al of the
country ; and that the only means hé¢
had of finding his way to the I\Jian
towns, were thofc which betray 4
1wild bealt in his den, the uack of
the inhabitant ; whiclf was a much
ntore difficultclucin the former cafe
than the latter, as the- lalt of an In-
dian file always fmooths and covers
over with lcaves, the tracks made by
his fellows and himfelf ; fo that it
requires much experience, as well as
patience and indultry, to be ablc to
devclope and trace them.
{To be continued.]

The follwwing is the Letter from the Hon, ELBRIDGE GERRY, Efy; one of
the Delegales from this Commonwealth to the late Federal Convzation, contair-
tng i Obje&ions to jigning the National Conflitution.

Newyork, O&ober 18th, 1787.

GexTLEMEN,
J HAV E the honour to inclofe,
purfuant to my cammiffion, the
conftitution propofcd by the Federal
Convention.

To this {yftem I gave my diflent,
and {hall {fubmit my objc&ions 0 the
honourable Legillature. '

It was painful for me, on a fubjelt
of fuch natonal importance, to dif-
fer from the refpc&sble members
who figned the “conflitution: But
concceiving as ! did, that the libertics
of America were not fecured by
the (yftem, it was my duty toop-
pole it.—

My principal objeétions to tle
plan, are, that there is no adequate
peovifion for a reprefentation of the

ople—that they have no fecurity

or the right of ele€tion—that lome
of the powers of the Legiflature are
ambiguous, and othersindcfiniteand
dangcrous—that the Exccutive is
blended with and will havean un-
ducinfluecnceoverthe Legiflature—
that the judicial department will be
oppreflive—that treatics of the
highe(t importance may be formed
by the Prefident with the adyjge of

two thirds of a guoron: of the Snnafc
—and that the {yftem is without
the fecurity of a bill of rights. Thefc
are obje&ions which arc not local,
butapply-equally to all the States.

As the Convention was called for:
« the foiz and exprefs purpofc of re-
vifing the Articles of Confederation,
and reporting to Congrefs and the
feveral Legiflatures fuch alterations
and provifions as fhall render the
Yederal Conltitution adequatc to the
exigencies of governmen: and the
prelervation of the union,” 1 did
not conccive thatthe(c powers ex-
tendea to the formation of the plan

ropoled, but the Convention be-
ingofa diﬂ'crcn!a{iniou, 1 acquiefc-
edin #, being fully convinced that
to prefcrve the union, an cficientgo-
vernment was indifpenfiblv nccefla-
ry ;and that it would be difficult to
makc propcr amendments to tho ar-
ticles of Confedcration.

‘Fhe Conttitution propofed has
foew federal fcatures, but is ra-
ther a lyftem of national govern-
ment : Neverthelels, in many ref-

pctts I think it has great nerit, and
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by propec amendments may bc a-
dapted to the ¢ cxigencics of go-
vernment, and prefervation of li-

berty.”
The queftioc on this plan in-
volves others of the highelt impor-

tancc—1 {t. Whether there {hall bea
diffolution of the federal govcrn-
ment P edly.- Whether the feveral

State Governments fhall bg fo alter-

ed,asio cifc& 19. be diflojved ? And

3dly. Whethgrin licuof thg Sfeder-
al and State Govemments thc pa-
tional Conltitution now prapofed
jhall be fublftituted witheut amend-
ment ? Never perhaps were a peo-
ple calicdon to decide a qucltion of
greater magnitude—Should the citi-
zens of America adopt the plan as it
now ftands, their libertics may be
loft : Or fhould they rejeét it aita-
gether, Anarchy may enfue. It is
cvident thercfore, that they fhould
notbe pecipitate “in their decifions ;
that the fubjeét fhould be well un-
derftood lelt they fhould -rcfufc to
_fpport the government, after havin,
haflily accepted it. © ¥
If thafc whoare in favour of the

Confh!ulion, as well as thefe who
arcagaint it, fhould preferve mo:
deration, their difcullions may af
fqrd much information, and fmally
dirc& to n happy ifluc.

; It'r'nay be qrgcd by fome thatan
‘amplicit confidence fhould be placed
in the Convention : But, however
relpeétable the membersmay be who
Jizned “the Confttution; it mult be
admitted, that a frce penple are the
proper guardians of their rightsand
libertics—that the grearcft men may
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cir—and that their erroursare fome,
times, of the greateft magaitude.
Olbcrs~ may fuppofc, that the
Conflitution may be fafcly adopted,
bccaufs therein provifion is made to
amend it But gcannot this objel? be
bettcr attained before a ratification
than after it.?,.And fhould a free
pec:lple adopt a form of Government,
under conviftion that it wants a-
mendment ? :

And fome may conccive, that if
the planis not accepted by the peo-
ple, they willnot unitc in another =
But furely whilftthey havethe pow-
er to amend, thcy are not under
the neceflity of rcjeéting it.

I have been detained here longer -
than ,I. expe&ed, but fhall lcave this
Flacc in aday or two for Maflachu- -
fctts, and onmy arrival {hall fubmit
the rcafons (if required by the Le-
giflaturc) on which my objeions
arc groundcd. ‘

1 Thall only add, that as the wel-
farc of the union requires a better
Conftitution than' the Confedera-
tion, 1 fhall’ think it my duty asa ci= -
tizen of Maflachulctts, to fuppolt.l
that which fhall be finally adopted,
fincerely hoping it will fecurdthe li-
berty and happinefs of America.

[ have the hpnourto be, Gentle-
men, with the highcﬁ refpeét forthe
honourable Legiflature and your-
{clves, your moft obedient, and very
bymblc fervant, E. GERRY.
The Hon. Samucl Adams, Efg;

Prefdent of the Senate ; and
The Hon. James Warren, £fg;

Speaker of the Houfe of lgr-

prefentativesof Maffuchufetts.

The following are the outlines of
y G s of a long and cloguent SPEE ]
ciples of the Federal Conflitution, by Mzr. IV, IZ:;‘ON, one ofcflz; tj&:::zbleh:r %—;’v’;

ennfyluania tao the late Nacional Convention.

Delivered atthe State Houfe in

Philadeiphia, to a numevous Affanbly, met for: the purpefe of elelling Repre-

Jentatives 2othe General A ffembly.

M. Chairman and Fellow Citizens,

I{r\\’ING received the honour
of an appointment to rcpre-
fent you in the late Convention, it is
perhaps my duty to comply with
the requeft of “many - gentlemen,
whofe chara@ters and _judgn!cnlsi

fincerely refpe&, and who have urg-
ed, that, this. would be a proper oc-
cafion tolay before you any inform-
ation wl}lch will ferve to explaiy
and clucidate the principles and ar-
rangements of the conllitutipn, that
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{125 been fubmitted to the confidera-
_tion of the United Statcs. 1 con-
fefs that I am unpreparcd for (oex-
tenfive and fo importanta difquifi-
tion ; “but the infidious attempts
which arc clandzftinely and induf-
trioufly ;made to pervert and de-
fivoy the ncw plan, inducc mc the
more readily to engage in its de-
fence ; and the unpretiions of four

“months conftant attcntion to the

liibjc&, have not been {o cafily cf-
faced as te lcave me without an an-
fwer to the objcétions -which have
been raifed.
It will be proper, however, be-
forc T cnter imto the refutation of
the charges that arc alledged, to
inark the leading difcriinination be-
tween the State conltitutions, and
the conftitution of the United Statcs.
When the p:ople cltablifhed the
Powcmof leglation under their {c-
paratc governments, they invefted
their reprefentatives with —every
right and authority which they did
not .in cxplicit terms rclerve ; and
thercfore upon cvery queltion, rc-
fpcf’cingthejurifdi&on of the Houft
of Affunbly, if the frame of govern-
ment is filent, the jurifdiétion is cf-
ficient and completc. But in dclq-
gating federal powers, anothcr cn-
terion was ncccffarily introduced,
and the congreflional* authority 15t0
be colle@cd, not from tacit implica-
vion, but from the pofitive grant cx=
re(fed in the infsument of union.
g’lcncc it is evident, thatinthe form-
er cale, every thing which is not rc-
(erved is given ; butin the later, the
reverlc of the propofiuon prcvails,
and cvery thing w ich is not given
is referved. 'ﬁ\is dittin&tion being
rcccgnizcd, witl furnith an anfwer
1o thoft who think thc omiffion of
2 bill of rights, a dcfe in the pro-
pofed con itution : For it would
have been fuperfluous and abfurd to
Tave ftipulated with a federal body
of our own crcation, that we fhould
enjoy thofc privileges, of whichwe
are not divclted, cither by the in-
1ention or the aét, that has brought
that body into exiftence. Yor in-
Raace, the libeaty of the prels,
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which has been a copious fource of
declamation and oppoition, what
controul can pmcccdp from the fede-
ral govemment to fhacle or deftroy
that facred palladium of national
{rccdom ¢ I;,’indccd, a powcr funi-
lar to that which has been granted
for the regulation of commerce, liad
been granted to regulate litcrary
publications, it would have been is
necelfary to ftipulate that the liber-
ty of the prefs fhould be preferverdd
inviolate, as that the impoft fhould
be general in its operation. With
refiett likewifc to theparticular dif-
trib of ten miles, which is to be
madcthefeat of federal goycrnment,
it will undoubtedly be proper to ob-
ferve this falutary precaution, as
there the lcgiflative powcer will be
exclufively lodged in the Prefident,
Scnate, and Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives, of the United States. But
this could not bean objeét with the
Convention, fer it muft naturally
depcnd upon a future compa¢t, tp
which the citizens immediately in-
terefted ' will and ought te he par-
tics; and there is no reafon to fuf-

<&, that fo popular a privilcge will
nthat cafebe neglefted. In truth,
then, the propofcd {vitcm poﬂ'«:l’ﬁ:s
no influcnce whatever u

Frcfs, and it would have be rc-
v nugatory to have introduced 2
formal declaration upon the {ubjctt
—nay, that very declaraticn might
have been conftiued to imply that
fomc dcgrec of power was givg&
fince we undertook to definc its €
tent.

Another objc&ion that has been
fabrdcated againit the new conftitu-
tion, is cxpreffed in this dilingcnu-
ous form— the trial by jury is a-
bolithed, in civil cafes.”” 1 muit be
cxcufed, my fellow citizens, if, upon
this point, I take advantage of my

rofcflional cxperience to deteft the
‘f)utili‘y of the affertion. .t itbe
remembered, then, that the bufinefs
of the Federal Convention was not
local, but gcncr.\l; not limited to
the views and cftablithments of a
fingle State, but cocxtenfive with
the continent, and compreherding

"
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the views and eftablithments of
Thirtcen Independent Sovereign-
ties. \Vhen, therefore, this fubjeét
was in difcuffion, we were involved
in didhcultics which prelfed on all
fides, and no precedent could be
difcovered to dire& our courle.
The cafcs open to a trial by jury dif-
fcred in the different States, it was
thereforc impraéticable on . that
ground to have made a gencral rule.
The want of uniformity would have
rendered any reference to the prac-
ticc of the States idle and ufelefs ;
and it could not, with any propric-
ty, be faid, that ¢ the trigl by jury
fhall be as herctofore,” fince there
has ncver cxifted any federal {vitem
of jurifprudence to ‘which the de-
clarazion could relate. . Befides, it
is not, in all cafes, that the trial by
jury is adopted in civil gueflions;
for caufes depcnding in Courts of
Admiralty, fuch us relatc to pari-
time capturcs, #nd fuch as are agi-
tated in Courts of Equity, do not
requirc the interventiqn of that tri-
bunal. How then was the line of
difcrimination to be drawn ! The
Couvention found ti:c' tafk toodit-
ficult for them, and they left the bu-
finels as it ffands, in the fullefl con-
fidence that no danger could poffi-
bly cnfue, fincc the procecdings of
. the Supreme Court ‘are to be regu-
lated by the Congrefs, which is a
faithful reprefentation of thepeopic;
and the oppreflion of government
#s cffc&ually barrcd, by declaring,
thatin all criminal cafcs the trial by
Jury fhall be preferved. . ° °
* This confhitution, it has been fur-
ther urged, isof a peraicious tendcn-
cy, hecaule it toleratesa ftanding ar-
my in the time of peacc.—This has
always been 3 tepick of popular de-
clamation ; and yet I do not know
a natior: i the world, which has not
found it necellary and ufeful to
mnaimain the appearance of {trength
in a feafon of the molt profound
tranquillitv. Nor is it a novclty
with us: for under the prefent ar-
¥cles of confederation, Congrels
fentaigly pefllos this mprobated
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power, and thc exercife of that
power is proved at this moment by
her cantonmentsalong the banks of
the Ohio. But what would be our
national fituation were it otherwifc?
Every principle of policy muft be
fubverted, and the government muft
dzclare war, before they are prepar-
ed to carry iton. Whatever may
be the provocation, however impor-
tant the objeét in view, and howe-
ver ncceflary difpatch and fecrecy
may be, {till the declaration muft
precede the preparation, and the c-
nemy will beinformed of your in-
tention, not only bcfore you arc c-
quipped tor an attack, but cven be-
fore you are fortificd for a defencc,
The confequenceis too obvious to
requirc any further delineation, and
no man, who regards the dignity
and fafety of his country,can deny
the negellity of a military force, un-
der the controul and with the re-
ftri&ions which the, new conflitu-
tion provides,

Perhaps there never was a dxargo
madc with lefs rcafon than that
which predi&s the inftitution of a
banefu) ariftocracy in the Federal
Senate. This body branches into
two charaélers, the one legiflative,
and the other exccutive.  Inits le-
giflative charafter it can cflc® no
purpofe, without the cooperation of
the Houfe of Reprefcntatives ; and
in its executive charaéler, itcan ac-
complilb no objeét, without ti
concurrence of the Prefident. Thus
fettered, I do not know any a&t
which the Scnate can of itfelf per-
form, and fuch dependence neccl-
farily precludes cvery idea of influ-
ence and fuperiority. But I will
confcfs, that, in the organization of
this body, a com romife bctween
'con:cnding nterefts is difcernable ;
and when we refle® how-various
arc the laws, comuncrce, habits, po-
pulation and cxtent, of the confe-
derated Statcs, this cvidence ot mu-
tual conceflion and accomtnodation
ought rather to command a gencrous
applaufc, than to excite jealoufyand
reproach, For my part, my admi:
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Tation can only be equalled by my
aftonithment, 1n beholding {o per-
fc&t a fyflem, formed from fuch he-
tcrogeneous materials.

The nextaccufation I fhall con-
fider, is that which reprefents the
Federal Conftitution as rot onl
calculated, but defignedly framczz
toreduce the State governments to
mere corporations, and eventually
to annihilate them. Thofe who
have cmployed the term  corpo-
ration, upon this occafion, are not
perhaps aware of its cxtent. In
cemmon parlance, indeed, it is ge-
nerally applied to petty affociations,
for the eafc and-conveniency of a
few individuals; but, in its enlarged
fenfe, it will comprehend the go-
vernment of Pennfylvania, the ex-
ifting union of the States, and even
this projeéted fyftem is nothing more
than a formal a&t of incorporation.
Butupon what pretence can 4t be al-
ledged, that it was dcfigned to anni-
hilate the State governments ? For [
will undertake 16 prove, that upon
their exiftencedependsthe exiltence
of the federal plan, For this pur-
polc, permit me to call youratten-
tion to the manncr in which the
Prefident, Scnate, and Houfe of
Reprelfentatives, are propofed to be
ugpointcd. The Prefident is tobe
chofen by cle@tors, nominated in
fuch marner as the Legiflature of
cach State may dirc&t; fo that,if
there is no Legiflature, there can be
no cleftors, and confequently the
office of Prefident cannot be fup-
plicd. The Scnateis to be compof-
ed of two Senators from cach State,
cholen by the Legiflature ; and there-
forc, if there is no Legiflature, there
can be no Scnate, ‘The Houfe of
Reprefentatives is to be compofed
of members chofen every fecond
year by ‘the pcople of the feveral
States,and the clc€ors in cach Stats
fhall have the qualifications rc-
quifite for cle@ors of the moft nu-
merousbranch of the State Legifla-
turc—unlefs, thercfore, there is a
State * Legiflature, that qualification
canngqt be afgertained, and the po-
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ular branch of the Federal Con.

itution muft likewife be extin@.
From this vicw, then, it is evident-
ly abfurd to fuppofe, that the anni-
hilation of the {cparate governments
will refult fiom their unien; or,
that having that intention, the au-
thors of the new fyftem would have
bound their -connexion with fuch
indiffolublc ties. Let me herc ad-
vert to an arrangement highly ade

vantageous, for you will pcrcciv“‘

without prejudice to the powers
the Legillature in the cle€tion of Sc-
nators, the peédple at large will ac-
quirc an additional privilege in re-
turning members to' the Houfe of
Reprefentatives—wheseas, by tho
prefent Confederation, it is the Le-
giflature alone that appoints the De-
legates to Congrefs. -

The power of dircét taxation has
likcwifebeen treated asan improper
delegation to the fedcral govern-
ment; but when we confider it as
the duty of that body to provide
for the nationalfafety, to fupport the
dignity of the Union, and to dif
charge the dcbts contrafted upon
the ¢olleftive faith ofethe States for
their common benefit, it muft be ac-
knowledged, that thofe upon whom
fuch important obligations are. im-
pof=d, ought in juftice and in poli-
cy to poflefs cvery means requifite
for a faithful performance of their
truft. But why fhould we be a-
larmed with vifionary cvils ? T will
venture to predi@, that the great
revenue of the United States muft
and alwayswill be raifcd by impoft ;
fcr, being at once lefs obnoxious,
3nd more produflive, the intereft of
the government will be beft promot-
ed by the accommodation of the peo-
ple. Still, howcver, the objets of
dirc& taxation fhould bec within
reach, inallcafesof cmergency ; and
there is no morc rcafon to appre-
hend oppreffion in the mode of col-
le&ing a revenuefrom this refource,
than in the form of animpolft, which
by univerfal affent, is left 1o the au-
thority of the federal government.
In cither calc, the force of civil in-

.
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fitutions will be adequateto the pur-
fe ; and the dread of military vio-
“fence, which has been afliduoufly
difleminated, muit cventually prove
the mere effulion of a wild imagina-
tion, or a fattious [pirit. But the
falutary confequences that muft flow
from thus enabling thc government
to perecive and {upport the credit
of LE: Union, will atford another an-
fwer to the objc&ions upon _ this
ground.  The Statc of Penafylva-
nia particularly, which has encum-
bered itfelf with the afumption of a
_great proportion of the publick debt,
wiil derive confiderable rclict and
-advantage ; for,asit was thc imbe-
cility of the prefent Contcderation
which gave rife to the funding law,
thatlaw mult naturally cxpirc, when
a competent and cnergeuck federal
fyftem fhall be fubftituted—the Statc
will then be difcharged from an cx-
_waordinary burthcen, and the nation-
al creditor will find it tobe his in-
torcit to return to his original fecu-
Fity.
J)R\Flcrall, my fellow citizens, itis
acither extraordinary or uncxpeéled,
‘that the conftitution offercd to your
confidcration, fhouid mcet with op-
ofition. It isthe naturc of man
to purfuc his own intercft, in pre-
fercnce to the publick good; and I
do not mean to makeany per{onal
rcfle@ion, when I add, thatit is the
intcreft of a very numerous, powcr-
ful and refpcétable body to counter-
aft and deltroy the exccllent work
produced by. the late Convention.
All the offices of government, and
all the appointments for the admini-
ftration of juftice and the collcflion
of the publick rcvenue, which are
transferred from the individual to
the aggregate fovercignty of the
States, will neceffarily turn the
ftrcam of influence and emolument
into a ncw channcl. Every pgifon
therefore, who ¢ither cnjoys, or ¢x-
pedls to cnjoy, a place of profit under
the prelfent cflailifhmcm, will eb-
jc& to the propofed innovation ; not,
in truth, becaule it is injurious to the
libertics of his country, but bscaufe

itaffcfds his fclicmes of wealthand

conlequence, I will confels, ig-

decd, that I am not a blind admirer

ofthis plan of government, aud that
there are fome parts of it, which, if

my wifh had prevailed, would cer-
tainly have been altered.  But when
1rcficft how widely men differ in
their opinions, and that every man
(and lﬂc obfurvation applies like-
wifc toevery Statc) hasan cqual pre-
tenfion to allert his own, I am fatis-
ficd that any thing nearcr to perfec-
tion could not hav¢ becnaccomplith-
cd. If there are crrours, it fhould
be remembered, that the feeds of rc-
formation arc {own in thc work it-
felf, and the concurrcnce of two
thirds of the Congrefs may at any
time introducc altcrations and a-
mendments.  Regarding it then,in
cvery point of vicw, with a candid
and dilintcrefted mind, I am bold to
affert, that it is the beit form of go-
vernment which has ever been of-
fered to the world.

Mr. Wilfon'sfpeech was frequent-
ly interrupted with loud and una-
nimous tcltimonics of approbation,

.and the applaufc which wasrciterat-
ed at the concluflion, evinced the ge-
neral {enfe of its excellence, and the
convition which it had imprcffed
upon evcry mind.

Doftor Rulh then addreflcd the
mceting in an ¢lcgant and pathetick
flyle, deleribing our prefent calami-
tons fituation, and c¢numcrating the
advantages which would flow from
the adoption of the new fyftem of fc-
deralgovernment. The advancement
of comaicrce, agriculture, manufac-
tures, arts and fciences, the encou-

ragement of cmigration, the abolition

ofgpapcr moncy, the annihilation of
party, and the prevention of war,
were ingenioufly confidered as the
ncceflary conlequences ofthatevent.

The Dotor concluded with an em-
phatick dcclaration, that ¢ werc this
the lalt moment of his exiftence, his
dying requeft and injunétion to his
fcllow citizens would be, toaccept
and fupport he offered conltitytion,

\

8s

—
Lres,

Copy of @ Letter. from Roger Sherman and Oliv't':r Ellfworth, Ejg‘ Men-

bers of the late National Conventi, 5 ¢0 his E.

of Conncllicut, accompanying a Copy of the Federal

“.S IR,

‘ N 7 E have tbe'honour to tranfhit to

\ your Excellency a printed copy
of the conftitution formed by the Feder-
a! Convention, to be laid before the li-
giflature of the State.

The genenal principles which govern-
ed the Convenfion im their deliberations
on the fubje@ are ftated in their letter
addrefled to Congrefs.

We think it may be of ufe to make
fome further obfervations on particular
paglx_shof éhe conttitution.

e Congrefs is differently organized

yet the whole gumber of Jmﬁ;, and'
this State’s proportion of Tuﬁmge, re.
main the fame as before.,
. The equal reprefentation of the States
in the Senate, and the voice of that
tranch in the appointment to offices,
will fecure the rights of the lefler as well
as the greater States.

Some additional powers are vefted in
Congrefs, which was 2 principal ohje&
that the States had in view in appointing
the convention ; thofe powers extend on-
ly to matters refpe®ing the common in-
terefts “of the Union, and are fpecially
dqﬁned,.ro that the particular States re.
tain their Sovereignty in all other mat.
ters.

The objcéds for which Conmgrefs may
apply monies are the fame mentioned in
the eighth article of the confederation,
viz, for the common defence and gene-
ral welfare, and for payment of the

Cy Governour Huntington,
onflitution.

Rewlondon, 26th Sept. 1787.

debts incurred for thofe purpofes. T¢

probable that the princip!:l 'l::Pranch ofrcf

venue will be duties on imports ;—~what
may be neceffary to be raifed by dire&
taxation is to be apportioned to the fe-
veral States, according to the numbers
of their inhabitants, and although Con-
grefs may raife the money by their own
authority if neceffary, yet that authori
need not be exercifed if each State wirﬁ
fuenifliits quota.

The reftraint on the legiflatures of the

feveral States refpeéting emitting bills of
credit, making any thing but money a
tender in payment of debts, or impairing
the obligation of contrals by ex pofi
Jatio laws, was thought neceffary as a2
fecurity to commerce, in which the in-
teret of foreigners as well as thecitizens
of differeat States may be affefted.

. The Convention endeavoured to pro-
vide for the energy of government on
the one hand, and fuitable checks on the
other hand, to fecure the rights of the
parueu!ar States, and the liberties and
properties of the citizens. Wewith it
may meet the approbation of the feveral
Btates, and be a mean of fecuring their
rights and lengthening out their tran-
quillity.  With great refpeft we are, Sir,
your Excellency’s obedient humble fere

Yants,
ROGER SHERMAN,
v OLIVER ELLSWORTH.
His Excellency Gow. Huntingtom.

N
Forte W QRCES TE R MAGAZINE. ;s

9be WORCESTER SPECULATOR, No. VII.

ALTHOUGH a&ingin charaler as
J Spccu‘laro!' may iead me to exam-
ine any fubject in politicks or divinity,
yet I mean not to engage in sontroverfy
with any fe& m religion, or any party in
Soverminent. I would rathes caleulate
all m{'fpcculauqns, as well as order all
my altions and difcourfes, fo as to con-
<iliate apd unite.  Patriotifm and bene.
vgl:nce are the principles I avow, and
wifh to reecommend. By thefe I hqpe
ever to be adtuated, and their excellence
I would endeavour to difplay by my
writings, converfation and cx:fmple.

As itis not my defign to attack or con-

frantany publick writer or fpeaker, I
wifh not to expofe mylelf to the attasks

o(olhers. Next to the fword of the du-
elift, or the dagger of the affaffin, I ab-
hor the envenomed pen of ill natured f3-
tire and malignantrevenge. As I would
demean myfelf a peaceable fubjeét of ci-
vil government, and an ofleful membeg
of fociety, according to my narrow. fphere
and capacity, it is my with, and fhall be
my endeavour, to encourage others to
became the fame.  In thefe my fpecu-
lations I hope the publick will find 1ne
at lealt inoffenfive, (hould they judge
that I fail i being infrutive or enter-
taining.

. To be confiftent with myf&lf.in claim.-
ing the right of private judgment, andte
fecure the candid fentimeats of aothers, ¥
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mauft notdifturbthem in the exercife of
¢the (sme mght, nor withhold from them
my candour and good will, 1t eanmot
be expeRed. that minds fo diffecently fi-
tuated, inftrutted, and biaflied, as ours
unavoidably are, fhould think alike .ip
politioks or religion.  But, though there
cannot be union of fentiment, there my
and oughs to be union of affcétion. At
this point3il parties thould gim. I hope
therefore. I fhall sot incur the cenfure of
any, efvecially of orthodox divines and
toberchuiftians, if 1> this fpsculation I
rake it for granted, that human naturg ic
not wholly depraved ; ani that my fcl-
low citizens, in a partié@lar mapner, are
confeious offuperioupdignity in the con?
ftru€tion and furniture of their minds,

and the difpofition of their hearts : That
they feel and cheiifh the operations of
worthy and virtuous prinaiples, and are
czpub(c of being fired with 2 noble egu-
lation in difcirding every thing that is
bafe, and encouraging every thing that
is excell in refining and exalting cur
common nature to the highelt pitch, and

in diffafing virtuec and happinefs to the

Breatelt extent. Degenerate us human

nature is, and vicious as mankind too

generally are, I like oot to hear 12 or theu
anduitrioufly decvied.  If any profuhs to
belicve the do&rine of total depravi-
ty, 1 would charitably hope they do
notmean hereby to palliate ar exoufe any
voluntary meannels or avickednels in
therufelves ; buton the contiary, thatby
the goodnels of their hearts and a&ions

they contradift their pyofefled belief. I
frecly own, and wilh to.do it without

offence, that the digrity and not the dJe-

pravity of human nature, i the moft
pleafing theme of ‘my contemplations.

And although I may be told that this-is
an evidence of my pride, and thereforcof
my own depravity, [ wifh to refutc them

Ly no other argument, than atting up to

this feptiment.  If any fhould point mne

toan Arrold, 1 would poin: him toa

Wafbington.

To iofpire noble fentinents, and to
prompt to virtuous exertions and attain-
nents, we muft not dwell on theimbe-
cility and meannefs, but on the exalted
capacitics and defigns of man.  And
although I am extreinely mortified at the
folly and bafenefs which fo manyof my
fellow citizens were guilty of the laft
year, inflying in the face of fo excellenc
a conftitution as ours of this Common-
wealth, and of a goveroment fowell ad-
miniftered, thereby, bringing fuch dif-
grace upon.themfitlves 2nd their country,

Y

yet IRatter myfelf, that Ly ¢he Reafocs
ble exertions and examples of the wif,
the virtuous and the influential in - the
community, this “enlightened people,
whoare fenlible of their ercour, will ufe
every endeavous. to retricve their cha-
1aler, and demonftrate to the world,
that they have a fieal of the value of
their prwileges, and will never more alt
unwortiy of them orot themblues.

As the wildom of the United States
has by free clioice been [cletted and con-
centered to devile @ form of goveramenc
which fhall ccment, fecure, and dignity
the whole, I flazter myfclt” that the pru-
dence, piety and patriotifm of my dear
native country, breaking forth like the
fun from behiud the clouds, will be foon
difplayed in-the ready adojption -uf the
propoled conflitution. For my part,
when I coofider the dilemma into which
we are phinged, the neeeflity of a firm,
etfeltive federal government—the expax-
tations and dcmands of other nations
from us—theknowledge and integrity
emploved in concerting the plan, and
the dilgrace and ruin that await us if
fuch a meafure be rejelted, I cannot but
conclude thatalithe {tatesview the fub-
jeét in thefame light of importance, and
laying afide all parcy and local prejudi-
ces,and infpirecd as with oae enlightened
benevolent fpirit, are already Itretching
out an eager hand to grafp the ofured
boon. To facilitate [ aulpicious an
union, let-my fellow citizens pay, as tac
fubjeék delerves, a clefc and unprejudic-
ed attention, ot only to the torin of go-
vernment (o deliberately and unitedly
conltrufed, butalfo to the unanimous
vefolve of its moft refpeétable framers,
and to the letter of the illuttrious Prefis
dent, the man, who, of all others, has

fhewn him&If worthy of the confidence
and efteem of his country. Should this
happy event take place, what an addi-
tioual luftre would acerue to America !
already is fhe ditinguiflied among the
nations for a glorious and fuccefstul
#iugglein the caute of freedom. She
has produced upon the ftagc the bright-
elt geniufes in war, politicks, in the
mercantile and refinedarts. Ahd may
we not promil¢ ousfelves, that confciuus
of her advantages and duty, (e will now
afpire to the :till nobler “diftinftion of
improving human nature, and exhibit-
inyg the highett degree of moral worth ;
of difplaying, for the honour of the fpc-
cics and the good of the world, the moft
{kilful and vigilant inftruftors of youth
==the 1okt catholick. and ' fuccufsfut

reachess—the moft learmed and honelt
lawyers—tlie mott adle and humare
phiyficians, and a race of inhabitants,
who, thoroughly poflefliel and aQuatcd
by thefpirit of chriftianity, thall demon-
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ey
firate, by the benevolence of their temas
pers, and the ufefulnefs of their lives,

the efficacy and divinity of the religion:
which they profefs.

Summary of late Intelligence.

American fletws.

RICHMOND, (Virgiria) Oftober 0.

Ata Meeting of Refpe€takle Inhabitants of
. Berkeley county.
ESOLVED, That it is the opinion of

.thegenriemen now met, thatthe Unit-

ed States are under the greatefi obligation to
themembers of thelate Convention, fortheir
afiduiry and perfeverance in accompliling
the plan of federat goveroment.

Refolved, That two of the gentlemen now
prefent do wait upon the clergymen of dif-
terent perfuafions in this county, and re-
quet them to prepare a ferimon, to be
preached at every place of worthip, on the
tabbath they thiak mott proper, to return
thanks in a fpzcial manner to Almighty
God, for infpiring the members of theitate
memorable Cuzventicn, wiih amity, witdom
and unanimity to form afederal government,
with fo great judgment, and found policy, a-
midft fo many andvariousinterefts.

Relolved, ‘That the membess.of the pre-
fent meeting do pledge themféives to ope a-
nother, to contribute all in their power, to
eftablith and (upport the plan of federal go-
vernment propofed by the late Convention,
as itappeass furicient and well adapted to fe-
eure peace, liberty, and foficy to the citizens
of the United States.

Done at Martinburg, the 28th day of Sep-
tember 1787.

PHILADELPHIA, O&ocber 31+

We are forry to find from gapers lately
received that the fouthern (tates will proba.

bly be involved in a long and bloody war
with the neighbouring Indians. Every.day
produces fome new inftance of their inhu-
man depredations.  Georgia is anxioully
preparing for altion, and we hope fhe will
receive (eafonable affitance from all her i<
ter fates.
H U D S O N, O&aberas.

The cnunties of Somerfetand Burlington,
in New Jer(cy, at their annual eleQions, re-
tolved unanimoufly to intrut their repre-
lcntatives to ule their influence to have a
convention zppointed by that ftate, fumcon-
fidering and ratifying the Federal Conilitu-
tion. The cle€ors of Somerfet refoled u-
nanimoufly, that ¢ they would fuppoit it
with their lives and fortunes.”

N R T, Nov. 1.
Extrall of a letter fvom Charleflor, Senth-
{.mliu, Ot{. 6, 1787./7‘

“ The grand fecre: is out and we hive the
aew fyftem laid open for the sxami

TAOR Of

the publick—In gereral I am much pleafied
to find it approved of—The fentiments of
our country party we have not yet heard,
but in town flatter ourfelves itwill meet the
heartyapprobation of the aliembly.**
MOUTH, November 3.

His Excelleney the Prefident, with ad-
vice of Council,bas been pleafed to appoint
‘Ihurfday,, the zzd\ inft. to be obferved,
throughowt this State, a3 a day of publicic
Thankfgiving and Praifc.

S A L EM, November 6.
Yefterday afternoon the inhabitants of
this town convened at the Court houfe, pur-
fuant to warrant—Elias Hafket Derby, Efq;
prefiding, by a very full choice, as Modera-
tor—
¢ tft. To confider and determine on the
pﬂiﬁow Mr. Francis Cabot and others,
to fce wiisther the town have any further
fervice for the Committee chofen L% the
town to oppofe the building a bridge acrof's
the rivera: or near Beverly feery, and toro-
ther puspofes.—2d. To know whether the
town will choofe a new Commirtes, to p2-
tition the General Courr, that the petition of'
Geotge Cabot, E(q; and others, may be
grant=d ; and alfo to infru@ their Corm-
mittee to appear at the Genersl Court for
that purpale, and there, and elfewhere, to
ufe-all due and (it meaos for attaining that
epd.—3d. To know whether the town will
inftruét their Reprefentatives to ufeall due
and fit means, in the General Court, that a
bridge may be built as aforefaic, and todi-
re® them to obtain that end.™
The meeting was uncommonly foll, ané
fo unweildy, and fo flrenuous the differenc
parties in fupportof their refpe&ive cpinions
and interefts, that it was protrated untit
nearly7 o’clock 'in the evening, when, aftec
miuch debate, and many unfuccefsful proso-
fals from both {ides, the following vote was
patied ¢

¢ That the Sele@men and Affieffors be
immediately dire&ed ro calt cn every perfon
borneon the Affieffors® buoks, to know their
atfenc or difient to a bridge prepofed to be
butlt over Beverly ferry—dillinguifhing the
qualified from the unqualified voters, withtliz
{ums they refpe@ively paid in the laft tax ;
and thateach petfen be deGred togive his voice
on this fuhjeet,without fearor afiecti And
that this meeting be asjourned at this place,
ontil.the fecond Mondayin Jannary next, a
teno’cloclz, A. M. to receivethe report of
the 12id Scle@men and Atleflors.”

The meciing.was sccordidgly 2djourned.
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B OS T ON, November8,

On Tuefday laft a motion was made in
the Houfe of Reprefentatives, for the ap-
pointment of a Committe to confider the
expediency of lengthening the time for the
operation of the.Tender A&.. ‘I'odeter-
mine this important point, it became necef-
fary to difcufs the propriety of this new @nd
fingular expedient, to' favour the debtor at
the expencc of the creditor. It is not'in
our power, to go into the particulars of this
interefting debate; which was condulted a-
geinft the commitmeat of the motion, by
Mefles.  Sedgwick, Dawes, Brooks, Kil-
‘ham, Bowdoin, and Jarvis; and in favour
of the meafure, by Dr. Taylor, Dr. Holton,
Mr. Bithop and others. The gentlemen in

fupport of the motion, urged the neceffity of

the times, and the incapacity of govern-
ment to do juftice to the publick creditors,
deducing from this laft confideration, a con-
clufion which thof¢ again(t the motion, did
not {eem willing to allow the force off5 for,
though the deficiencies of the State was con-
feffed on all haads, they could not conceive,
v/hy this thould operate as a reafon fora fi-

milardelinquency on the part of the indivi- -

dual.  Againtt the Tender A&, was ftrongly
urged, the unconftitutisnality, injuttice and
impolicy, of fuch expedients in any fituation,
howeve: difagreeable: Thislaw was declar-
¢d to be retrofpc&ive, contrary: to the prac-
tice and expericnce of older countsies, anti-
commercial, deffruétive of honour, confi-
dence, and of all the effential obligations
which bind fociety together. It was repre-
fented asa poorexpedient, producing perhaps
a temporary canveitience at the expence of
alafting benefir. The growthof this country,
was, it was declared, owing to the credit of
individuals—but this was now at an end.
Moaey, the vital principle of commerce, of
the arrs, of manufactures, and of agricul-
wre, was confined in the chefts of its pof-
fe(lors, when it might be circulating, to the
appreciation of . our land, and to the exten-
fion of our trade.

The queftion was carried in the affirma-
timtive by a 100to 77; and a Committee
was chofen, confifting of Mr. Dawes, Dr.
Holton, Dr. Taylor, Mr. Bilhop, and Dr.
Jarvis, to report accordingly.

Nov. 10. Preident Sulirvan, by his
Proclamation of the 1&. inft. has required
the attendance of the General Courtof New-
hampthire, on the gth of next month, at
Portfmouth—toconfider on bufinels ot the
digheft importance—the appointment of a
Convertion.

We hear that on Thurfday, the Commit-
tee of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, ap-
poinzcd to confider the expediency of conti..
nuing the Tender A, reported, an A€t to
eontinue the fame in force fix months after

anuary next. On. the queftion, whether
the:dame fhall pafs to be engrofled, the yeas
and nays were required, aud the numbera
were, Yeas, 111—Nays, 67.

- Yeftesday the Hon. Houfe of Reprefen.

tatives concurred with the Hoa. Senate in
the appointment of Elijah Hunt, Efg; Col-
leCtor of Excife, &c. for the County of
Hamplhire, and Jeremiah Hill, Efq; Col-
le€tor of Excife, &c. for the County of York.

The Hon. Senate-appointed andfentdown .,

for concurrence, as Colle&orsof Excife, &c.-
William Drew, Efq; for Plymouth County,
Samuel Fales, Efq; for Briftol—Caleb Am-
midown, Efq; for Worcefter—and jofeph
North, Efg; for Lincola, Weft Diftri&t—the
Houfe not concurring with the choice of the
Senate, chofe Henry Warren, E(g; for Piy-
mouth— Apolos Leonard, Eiq; for Briftol—

Mr. George Bruce for Worcefter, and Da-_

vid Sylvefter, Efq; for Lincoln, Weft Diftrigt,
—So that Excife officers for thofe countics
are not yet chofen. '

From the reports incirculation 2 fcw days
fince, we have been in anxious exps¢tation
of obtaining fome autlientick advices re-
fpe€ing a WAR in Holland—But, notwith-
ftanding every enquiry—and“a clofe perufal

of all the papers from the fouthward, we"

cannot learn, that the troubles io that quar-
ter of the globe, wear any other than the af-
pect which they have for fome months paft.

W O R CE ST E RS

On Tuefday evening laft week, a High-
way Robbery was committed on Mr. Natha-
niel Cunningham of Cambridge, a8 he was
pafling Bofton Neck, by four‘footpads; but
they being fpeedily purfued, two of them
were taken, and are now under confinement.

On Thurfday pight laft, the ftore of
Meflre. Waldo and” Son, in this town, was
brokenopen, and robbed of the cath remain-
ing in the money drawer, &c. The fame
nightthe thop of Mr. Torrey, Chaifermaker,
was broken open, and fome tools ufed in his
bufinefs carried offy’it is fuppefed in order to
effeét the entry of Meflrs. Waldo's [tore.

¢ Died at ‘Northborough, O¢tober 51ft,
very fuddenly, Capt. Bezaleel Eager, in the
74th year of his age, formerly a reprefenta-
tive for the town of Weltborough in the Ge-
nerd Counrt. IHe was a perfon well known,
and as well refpefted ; and his death is much
lamented. He was a feafible; honeft, wor-
thy man, and has left behind him a fair
charaler, and a good name.

¢« The mannerof his death was as (allows ;
retiring from ale€ture,’he mounted his horfe,
in the view of a number of people, but not
being: properly feated, and not having full
po(léffion of the bridle (a8 was {u;wofc d)
his horfe, lively and gay, immediately fet
out upon the run, and threw him sgainft a
ftone wall, wheteby his brains were inftant-
ly dafhed out, perhaps not more than 20
rods from wherc he firft mounted. Several
perfons ran to him as he fell, but difcnvcre}
not the lea®t fign of life'in him, except th
motion of the lungs; which continued neae
an hour,and then he expired,probably without
any fen(e of painy as it was without the leaft
motion of any limb, or parc of the body.™
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