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. FOR the Federal Conftitution.

. From the CONNECTICUT COURANT, printed at Hartford.

Continuation of the REMARKS on the Hod. ELBRIDGE GERRY’s Objec+
tiong to the new Conflitutzons

IT is unhappy both for Mr. Gerry
and the publick; that he was not
more explicit in publiffing hi$ doubts.
Certainly this muft have Licen from in-
aftention, and not through any want of
ability—as all his honourable friends al-
16w him to be a politician even of meti-
phyfical nicety. . '
“In a queltion of fuch magnitude, eve-
rg candid man will tonfent to difcufs
: objeftions which arc ftated with perfp}-
cuity; but to follow the honourable wri-
ter 1nto the field of conjefture, and com-
“at phantoms, uncertain wheth=r or not
' hey are the fame which terrified him, is
a tafk too laborious for patience itfelf,
Such muft be the writer's fitvation in re-
lying to the next objettion, ¢ that jome
é’ the powers of the Leziflalure are am-
ousas, and others indefinite ard danger-
ous.”>  There are nany fPOWcrs given to
the legiflature, if any of them art dan-
Eerous, the people have a right to know
which they art, and how they will ope-
rate, that they may guard againit the evil,
- The charge of beiog ambiguousand in-
£ definite may: be broughit againit evcry
human compofition, and neceflarily a-
‘ rifes from the imperfetion of language,
‘ Perhaps no two men wiil exprefs the
‘ {ame fentimert in the fame manner, and
| by the fame words ; ncither do they con-
" nelt precifely the fame ideas with the
'\ fame words. KFrom hence arifes an am-
: \ biguity inall langfiages; with which the
~ nustt perfpicuous and precile writers are
{n'a degree chargeable. Some perfons
| lever aftiin to the happy art of perfpic-
1ous expreflion, and it 13 equally true
that {ome perfons through a mental de-
&€t of their own, will judge the molt
orrect and certain language of otiers

i

to be indefinite and ambiguous. As
Mr. Gerry is the” firft and only man
whe his tharged the new Conflitution
with ambigioufnefs, is there not room to
{ufpe€t that his underitanding 15 differ-
ent from other men’s, and whether it bé

better or worfe, the Landholder prefumes’

not to decide.

It is an excellency of tliis Conftitu-
tion, that it i5 cxprefled with ‘brevity,
and in the plain common langhage of
mankind. * .

Had it fwelled into the magnitude of
a'volume, there would have been 1moré

room to entrap the unwary; and the peo-'

ple who are ro be its judges, would have
had neither patiente nor oppertunity to
underftand it. Had it Been expreffed in
the fcientifick language of law, or thofe
terins of art which weoften find in poli-
tical compofitions, io the hononrablé
gentleman it might have appéared moré
definite and lefs ambizuous ; but to the
great iody of the people, altogether ob-

fcure; and to accept it they mult Icap in’

the dark,

" The people, to whor fn this cafethe
great appeal s made, Lelt underffand
thofe compofitions which are concife and
10 their own language. Had the powers
given to the legiflatute been loaded with
provifos, and fiich qualifications as a
lAwyer who is fo conning as even to ful-

_peét himfelfywould probably have inter
“mingled; there would have besn much

more danger of & deception in the cafe.
It would not be difficut® to fhew thate-
very power given to the legiflature is ne-
ceffary for national dcfence and jultice,
and to protedt the rights of the people
who create this authority for their own
advantage ; but to confider each one
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pacticularly would exceed the limits.of
my defign. [

1 fhall thercfore féleR two powersgi-
ven therrr, which have been more abufed
10 opprefis and cnflave mankind, than all
the-others with which this or a0y other
legiflaure on_ earth is clothed.. TFhe

'right of taxation, or uf colle&ting money
from the people ; and gf miGng and fup-
porting armfiied:

Theje.a1% the_powers_which enable
tfants to fcourge their febjeéts ; and
they are alfo the very powers by which
good rulers proteét tire people, againi?
the violerce ¢f wicked and overgrown
citizens, and invafion by the reflt of
mankivid.  Judge candidiy. what %
wretched figure the Anwrican. empire
will exhibit ia the eye of other nmions,
without 2 powerto array and (upport 2
military force for its.own. proteftion,
Half a dozen regiments from Canada or
New Spain, might lay wwhole provinces
ander contrilration, while vve were dif-
puting, who s poswer to pay and raife,
an unny.  This power is alfo neceflary

o Whe Silll, eve: thely
witliout a imeet reconpence ? Who will
gotowarand pay the charges of Ifis

own warfare ? Wltat man willany lon-
ger take empty promifes of revzard fromz
thofe, who have no conttitutiona| power
soretvard or means of fnlsllipﬁ them?
Promifes have dome their utmoft, more
#han ey ever did in any other age or
country. < The delnfiive tubble  has
brokes and in breaking it has beggared.
thovfands, and left yoo an unproteéted
people ; numcrous without force, and
fl of refources, bat Goable to comt
mand one of them. For tinfc purpofes
there muft be a general trealury, with 3
power toteplcuiﬁ! it 2o oftcn Mnccefﬁly
requires.. And where can thispotver be,
morc fafely velted, than in the commory
legiflature, men chofen by yourliclves
from every part of the uniom and who
havethe contitlence of theirfcveral ftates 5
men who mult Marein the burdens they
impofs on others ; men whto by a feat in
Corigrefs arc incapable of Nolding any
ofticeunderthe }

to seltrain the violence of feditious citi-

zens. A concurrence of circum(tances

frequently enablcs a3 few dilaffefied per-

fons to make great revolutions, unlzfs

government is.vefted with the moft ¢x-

terlive Eower of fel¥ defemce.
t

Had *

taws, whichmight provs
to fpeil the peop

2 for in-
ereafing their own income.

4 Wc%udanoih:rob}'eﬂion tobe ‘! that
tbie executive, is blended with and will
hage an undue influence over the legiffx-
tive.'”” On exnnir)_nion you will” find

Shays, the mal of Maffach

this objed The fus

heen 3 man of geniao, fortane and ad-
drefs, he might have conguered that
ftate, and by the aid of a little fedition
in the other Rates, 2nd an army proud
by viftory, becomme the monarch and ty.
r:mt of America.  Fortunately lre was
checiced, but flroold jealoufy prevent
velting thefe powersin tire hands of men
chof'en by veurfelves, and who aré under
cvery conlfitutional reltrarot, accident or
efign will in all probability raife vp
fome future Shays to be the'tyrant of
your children. ; "
A people eamiot long retain their
frezcdoin, whofic government is incapable
of protecting them.
he_power of coll:&ting money. from
the people, is not to be rejeéted becaufe
it has fometimes been oppreffive,
Publick credit is as neeefTary for the
profperity of a nation, as private credit
+s [or the fupportand wealth of x family.
" We are this day many millions poorer
than wwe fhould have been, had a well
arranged government taken placeat the
conclufion of the war. Al}hare ired
in this lofis, hut none in fo great propor-
tion as the liudholders and farmers.
The publick muft be fesved in various

N A

prems exccutive is vefted in a Prefiden
of the united [tazes ; cvery Bill that hatly
palled the fenate and veprefentatives,!
muft be prefented to the Prefident, and if’
hc approves it becomes Bw.  If he dif
approves, but makes no seturn withis,
ten days, it &ill becomesa Jaw.. I£.h
reterns the, bill, with his objeétions, the
fenate and reorefentatives confider it a
fecond tinve, and if two thirds of themy
adhere to the firft refolstion, & becomes
law, motwithGanding the Prefident’s dif-
fent. Weallow the Prefident hath an
influence, though [ki&ly fpeaking ha
hath.not a legifiatie voice ; and think
fuch an influence mufl be fulutary. In
the prefidect, 2il the exccutive depart-
nrents meet, amd bevrill be a cliannel of
commumicationbetwesmthofc vwho make:
and thofewhio execute thietaws. Many
things look fair in theory wbich in
pmé%iée arc impoffble. ¥ lawmakers,
18 every inftance, before tiieir final de<
cree, hrad the. opinioniof thofe whoare tG
cxceute them, it wwould prevent a thou
fand abford ordinznces, which are fo
lemply made, only to be repealed and
le;?:'n the dignity of legilation in- th
eycs of mankiod,

-

~

“The Viceprefidenm §s viot fin éRecative
®fficer, while the Prefident is in difcharge
of his'duty; and when heis called *~
prefide his legillative voice ceafes. Ia
#10 other inftance is they:: even a thadow
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witnont 2’ Jadicial' and executive under
their own controtl, is in the natureof
things a nullity.  Congre(s,” under the
oid confederation, had power to ordain
and refolve, Lut having no judicial or

of blending or infl the two
departments. We are further told,
¢¢ that the judicial department, or thole
courts of law, to be inftituted by Con-
Brefs, will beoppreflive,” Weallowit
to be poflible, but from whenee arifes
the probability of this event.  State
judges may be corrupt,arid juries may
be prejudiced and ignorant, but thefe in-
ftances are not common ; and why fhail
wre fuppole.they will be more frequent
under a vational appointment and influ-
ence, when thecyes of a whiole cmpiie
arcwatching for their deteQion.

Their courts are not to intermeddle
with yourinternal policy, and will have

_cogmzance only of thole fubjeéts which

are placed under the controul of 2 na-
tional legiflature. It is as neceflary
here fhould be courts of law and execu-
tive officers, to carry into cffe& the lavws
©of the nation, as that there be courts and
officers to execute' the laws made by
your {tate aflemblics.

There are many reafons why their de-
¢ifioris ought not to be left to cotrts in-
Qtituted by particular, ftates.

A perfel uniformity muft be obferv-
&d through the whole unioa, or jealoufy
&nd unrighteoufiefs will take glace ;
and for an uniformity one judiciary enuft

pervade the whole. “The inhahitants of
ohe ftate will niot have confidence in
Judges appointed by the legifliiture of a-
mother ftate, m which they have ‘no
voice.  Judges who owe their appoint-
nent and (uppore to one (tate, will be
unduly influenced, and not reverence
the Jaws of the union. It will at any
time be in the-power of the fmallelt fate,
by interdiéting their own judiciary, to
defieat the meafires, defraud the revenue,
and annul the mott facred laws of the
orhole empire. A legiflative power,

¢ of their own, their moft folema
refolies were totally difcegarded. The
Iittle Rate of Rhodeifland was purpoftly
left by Hedven toits prefent masnbﬁ? for
a'general convillion in the other flates,
that fucha fyftem as is now propofed is
ouronly prefeivstion from muin. Whe
refpeét can any one think would be paid
to national laws, by judicial and execu-
tive officers, who are amenable only ta
the prefent affiebly of Rhodelland.
Tle rebellion of Shays, and the prefent
meafiures of Rhodgjfland, ought to con.
vince us that a national legiflatove, 'ju-
diciary and exzcotive malt be united, or
the who'ew's but n name ; and tbat we
moft have thefe, or foon be hewers of
wood and drawers'of water for all other
people.

In ull thele matcers and powers given
to Congrefs, their_ordinances muft be
the fupreme law of the land or they ace
nothing. They muft have authority to
ena& any haws for exccuting their own
powers, or thofe powers will be evaded
by the artful and unjuft, and the diTlo-
adlt trader will defiaud the publick of
s revenue. As we have every reafon
to think this {yltemn was hone(llyy plan-
ned, we ought to hape.itmay he honcft-
ly aod juilly executed. [am fenlible
that fpeculation is aiways liable to er-
four. If there be any capital defeficin
this conftitution, it is moft probalilc thae
€xperience alobe will difcover them.
Provifion is maile for in alteration, if,
oo tral, it be found neceflary.

When your chilitren fee the eandour
and greatnefs of smind, with which jom
lay the foundation, they will be in(pived
with :thy to finith and adorn the fu-

ure.
A LANDHOLDER.

== e

REMARKSon Col. MASON's OB JECTIONS to the propofed Federal
Conflitution.
From the CONNECTICUT COURANT, printed at Hariford.
He thalss firt in his own caufe feemeth juf : but his neighbour cometh and
Jearcheth him,

HE publication of Col. Ma-
fon’srcafonsfor not figning the
wmew Conftitution, has extorted fome

Suthsthat o ouldotherwile inall pros

bability have remained unknotwn ta
usall. His reafons, like Mr. Ger-
ry’s, are moft of them ex po,? fallo—
have been sevifed in Newy—k by

s
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R. H. L. and by him brought into
their prefent artful. and infidious
form. The fattious fpirit of R. H.
L.—hisimplacable hatredto Gene-
ral Wathington—his wecll known in-
trigues again{t him in the late war—
k’:s attempt to difplace himand give
the command of the American army
toCeneral Lce, arg {® recent in your
wminds it is fot necelfary to rcpeat
diem.  Heisfuppofed to be the au-
thor of moft of the feurrility poured
out in the Newyork papers againit
the new conftitution,

Juftat the clofe of the Conven-
tion, whofe proceedings in general
were zcaloufly fupported by Mr.
Mafon, he moved for a claufe that
no navigation aét fhould.gver be
palled but with the confen! of two
thirds of both branches ;urging!hal
a navigation aét_might otherwife
be pafled excluding foreign bottoms
from carrying American produce to
narkct, and throw a monopoly of
the carrying bufinefs into the hands
of the Ealtern States who attend to
navigation,and thatfuchanexclufion
of foreigners would raife the freight
of the produccof the fouthern {tatcs,
.and for thefc rcafons Mr. Mafon
would have it in the power of the
fouthern ftatesto preventany navi-
gation aé&.  This claufc, as uncqual
ana partial in the extreme to the
fouthern ftates, was rejeted; be-
caufe itought to be lefton the fame
footing with other naticnal con-
cems, and becaufe no ftate would
have a right to complain ofa navi-
gation att which fhould leave the
catrying bufinefs equally open to
them all. Thofc who' preferred cul-
tivating thcir lands would do-fo;
thofe who chofe to navigatc and be-
come carriers would dothat. The
Lofs of this queftion determined Mr.
Mafon againit the figning the do-
ings of the ronventon, and is un-
doubtedly among hisrealonsasdrawn
for'the fouthern ftates ; but for the
caltern ftates this realon would not
do. Itwould convince us that Mr,
Mafonipucferred the fubjc€ts of cvery

foreigngower to the fubjeéts of the
!Jru* who live in Neweng-

land ; even the Britifh who lately
ravaged Virginia, that Virginia, my
countrymen, where your relations
lavifhed their blood—where your
fonslaid down their lives*to fecure
to herand us the freedomand inde-
pendence in which we now rejoice,
and which can only be continued to
us by a firm, equal and effelive u-
nion——But do not believe that the
cople of Virginia arc all thus fel-
h: No, there is a Wathington, a
Blair, a Maddifon and a Lee (not R.
H.L.) and I am perfuaded there is
amajority of liberal, juft and feder-
al men in Virginia, who, whatever
their fentiments may be of the new
conftitution, will defpife the artful
injuftice contained in Col. Mafon’s
reafons 3s publifhed in the newfs
papers.
he Prefident of the United States

has no counctl, €. fays Col. Mafon,
His propofed council would have
been expenfive—they muft conftant-
ly attend the dyrcﬁdem, becaufc the
prefident conftantly aéts. Thiscoun-
cil muft have becen compofed of great
charaters, who could not be kept
attending without great falarics,
and if their opinions were bindin,
on the pr:ﬁv:ﬁ:nt his refponfibiljty
would be deltroyed—ifdividcd, pre-
vent vigour and difpatch; if not
binding, they would be no fecurity.
The ftates who have had fuch coun-
cils have found them ufelefs, and
complain ofthem as a dead weight,
In others, as in England, the fupreme
executive adviles when and with
whom hcpleafes; ifany information
is wanted, the heads of the depart-
ments who arc alwaysat hand can
belt give it, and from the manner of
their appaintment will be truft wor-
thy. Sccrefy, vigour, difpatch and
rcfponfibility, require that the fii-

reme cxccutive fhould be oneper-
on, and ‘unfettered, otherwife than
by thelaws he is to cxecute.

There is no Declaration of R:‘&hu.
Bills of Rights werc introduced iry
England when iiskings claimed all
power and jurifdiftion, and were
confidered by them as grants to thé
pecple.  They arz infignificant fince

¥
!
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vemment is confidered as origin-
=#ng from the people, and all the
powergovernment now hasisagrant
Sfrom the people; the conftitution they
eftablifh with powers limitted and
defincd, becomes now to the legifla-
torand magiftrate, what originally
a bill of ‘rights was to the people.
To haveinferted in this conftitution
a billof rights for the ftates, would
fuppofcthem to deriveand hold their
rights from the federal government,
when the reverfe is the cafe.

There is to be no ex poft fallo laws.
This was moved by Mr. Gerry and
fupported by Mr. Mafon, and is cx-
¢teptionable only as being unneceffa-
1y ; for it ought not to be prefumed
thatgovernment will be fo tyranni-
cal, and oppofed to the (enfe of all
modern civilliansastopafs fuch laws,
if they (hould:they would be void.

The general legrflature ts r¢flrained

from prohibiting the further importa-
fw o

tion of flaves enty odd years—
But every ftate legilature may re-
frain its own fubjefls ; but if they
{hould not, {hall we refufe to confed-
erate with them ? their, confcicnces
arc their own, though their wealth
and {trength are blended withours.
Mr. Mafon has himlclf about three
hundredflaves, andlivesin Virginia,
whereit is found by prudent manage-
ment they can brccg and raife flaves
fafter than they want them for their
ownufe, and could fupply the dchi-
ciency in Georgia and gouzhcaroli-
na; and perhaps Col. Mafon may
fuppofe it more humanc to- breed
than import¥laves—thofe imported
havingbeen bred and born fiee, may
not {o tamcly bear flavery as thole
born flaves, and from their infancy
inured toit; but his objeétions are
not on thc Gide of freedom, nor in
compaffinn to the human race who
arc flavcs, but that fuch importation
renders the United States weaker, more
vulnerable, and lefs capabic g chmtt.
Tothis readily agrec, and all good
men wifb the entircabolition of fla-
very, as foon asit can take place
with fafety to thepublick,and for the
lafting good of the prefent wretched
racc of flaves. The only poflible

- -
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ftep that could be taken towards it
by the convention was tofix a period
after which they fhould not ﬁcim-
ported.

There isno declaration of any kind
to prefervethe liberty of the prefs, &c.
Nor 1s liberty of confcience, or of
matrimony, or of burial of the dead ;
itis enough that congrefs have no
Eower to prohibit either, and can

ave notemptation.  This objeétion
is anfwered in that the ftates have ail
the power originallg, and congrefs
have only what the ftatesgrantthem.
* The judiciary of the United Statesis
SoconflruBled and extended as to abforb
and defiroy the judiciaries of the feveral
Slates ; thereby rendering law as tediows,
wntricate and expenfeve, and juftice as
unattainable by a great part of the com-
munily, as in_England ; and enable the
rich toopprefs and ruin the poor. It
extends only to obje&ts and cafes
fpecified, and wherein the national
peace or rights, or the harmony of
the ftates are concerned, and not to
controverfics between citizens of the
fame ftatc (except wherethey claim
under grants of different ftates) and
nothing hinders but the fupreme
federal court may be held in differ-
ent dift1i€ls, or in aH the ftates, and
that all the cafes, except the few in
which it has original and not ap-
pellate jurifdition, may in the firlt
inftance be had in the ftate courts,
and thofc trials bc final except in
cafes of great magnitude; and the
trialsbe by jury alfo in moft orall
the caufes whichwere wonttobetri-
ed by them, as congrefs (hall provide,
whofeappoinunentisfecurityenough
for therr attention to thc wifhes
and convenience of the people. In
chancery courts juries arc never
ufed, nor are they proper in admir-
alty courts, which proceed not by
municipal laws, which they maybe
fuppofed to underftand, but by the
civil law and law of nations.

Mr. Mafon dcems the prefident
and fenate’s power tomake treaties
dangerous, becaufetheybecomelaws
of thcland. If the prefident and
his propofed council had this pow-
¢r, or the prefident alone, asin Q -

T A T ————



—

Ty -

160

land and other nations is the cafe,
would the danger be lefs ? Or isthe
reprelentative branch ‘uited to the
making of treaties which are often
intricate, and require much negocia-
tion and fecrefy ? The fenate isob-
jefted to ashaving too much power,
and bold unfounded affertions that
they will deltroy any balancein the
go‘vcmmcnt, and accomplifh what
ulurpation they pleafeupon therights
and liberties of the people;to which
it may be an{wered they are eleétive
and rotative, to the mafs of the pco-
ple; the Fopulace canas well bal-
ance the fcnatorial brapch therc as
in the Rates, and mych better than
in England, where the lords are
hcreditary, and yet the commons
prelcrve their weight ; but the flate
governmentson which the conttitu-
tion is built will foreverbe fccurity
enough to the pzople againlt arifto-
cratick ulurpations :—The danger
of the conftitution is not ariftucracy
ar monarchy, but anarchy.

I intreat you, my icllow citizens,
to read and examine the new con-
ftitution with candour ; examinc it
for yourfelves, you are molt of you
aslcarned as the objetor, and cer-
tainly as ableto judge of its virtues
or vices as heis. To make the ob-
je€tions the more plaufible, they are
called, The Objetlions of the Hon.
George Mafon, &8c.—They may pof-
fibly he h'ns. but be affured they were
not tholec made in convention, and
being direétly againft what he there
fupported in one inftance, ought to
caytion youagainftgiving any credit

tothe velt ; his violent oppofition to
the powers given congrefs to regu-
late trade, was an open decided pre-
ference of all theworld to you. A
inan governed by fiich narrow views
and local prejudices, can never-ba
trulted ; and his pompous. declara-
tions in the Houle of Delegates in
Virginia that no man wasmore fe-
deral than himfelf, amounts to no
more than this, ¢ Makea federal
government that will fecure Virgin-
1a all her natural advantages, -pro-
mote all her interefts regardlefs pfe<
very diladvantage tothe other ftates,
and I will fubfcnbe to it.”

It may be afked how I came by
my information refpeéting Col. Ma-
fon’s condu& in Convention, as the
doors were thut ? Tothisl anfwer,
nodelegates of the late convention
will contradi& my aflertions, as [
have repeatedly heard them made
by others in prefence of feveral of
them, who could not deny their
truth. \Whether the conftitution in
queftion will be adopted by the U-
nited Statesin our day is unccrtain 3
but it is neither ariftocracy or mo-
narchy can grow out of it, fo long as
the prefent defcent of landed eftates
lalt,and the mafs of the people have
as at prefent, a tolerable education ;
and were it ever {0 perfet a {chemo
of frecdom, when we become igno-
rant, vicious, idle, and regardlefs of
the education of our children, our li-
berties will be loft, we fhall be ftted
for flavery, and it will be an cafy bu-
finefs to reduce ustoobey oneormore
tyrants. A LANDHOLDLR.

A Y R e
AGAINST the Federal Conftitution.

From the FREEMAN's JOURNAL, of November 7.
To the CITIZENS of PHRILADELPHIA,
Friends, Countrymen, Bretbren, and Fellowcitizens,

HE propofed plan of Continental

with cand and unbiafled minds, s

government is now fully known

to you. Yaou have read it, Ltru, with

the attention it - deferves.—You have

heard theobjetions that have been made

0 it.---You have heard the anfivers to
thefe objedtions.

1f you huve attended to the .whole,

became men that are poffefled a defery-
ing of freedom, you mut have been a-
larined at the refult of your obferva-
tions. Notwithftanding fplend

of names, which has attended the pub-

‘lication of the mew Conftitution ; not-

withftanding the fopliftry and 7ain reas

\

Houings that have been urged to fupport
Jits principles ; alas | you muft at leait
-have concluded that great men are not

_always infalliblg, and that patriotifmit-

Jfelf may be led into effential errours.

T lie obje&ions that have beenmadeto
he new Conttitution are thefe :

1. Itis not merely (as it ought to be)
a confrderation of flates, but agovernment
«of individuals.

2. T'he powers of Congrefs extend to
the Les, the biberties and the property,
of every citizen.

3. ‘The fovereignty of the different
States is 1pfo fallo deftroyed, in its molt
effential parts.

4. What remains of it will only tend
to create violent diffenfions between
the ftate governments and the Congrefs,
and ternunate in the ruin of the one or
the other.

s- The confequence mult therefore
be, cither that the union of the States
will be deftroyed by a violent ftruggle,
or that their fovereignty will be (wal<
lowed up by filent encroac! into
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ally from all means of information, Mr.
Wilfon bas given you no anfaver to thefd
arguments.

10. Congrefs have the power of keep-
ing upa flanding army, io time of peace,
and Mr, Wilfonhas told you that it war
neceffary.

11. Thelegiflative and executive pow-
ers are not Kept (eparate, as every one
of the American Conltitutions declare
they ought to be ; but they are mixed
ina manner cntirely novel and unknown,
cven in the confitution of Greatbritain :
becaufe,

12, In England, the King only has
a nominal ive over the proceedings
of the Legiflature, which he has never
dared to exercife (ingg the days of King
William ; whereas, by the new confli-
tution, both the Prefidentgeneral and the
Senate, tavo exccutive L%ambu of go-
wvermnent, have that negative, and are
intended to fupport each other in tae exer-

an univerfal ariftocracy ; becaufeit is
clear, thatif two different fowereign poav-
ers hiave a cocqual command over the
purfes of the citizens, they will firuggle
for the (poils, and the weakeft will bein
the end obliged to yield to the efforts of
the (trongeft.

6. Congrefs bejng poflefied of thefe

" immngnfe powers, the liberties of the

ftates and of the peopje are not fecur-
ed by a Bjll or declaration of rights.

7. The fowereignty of the States is
not exprefsly referved ; the form only,
and not the fubflance of their govern-
ment, is guaranteed to them by exprefs
words.

. 8. Trial by jury, that facred bulwark
f liberty, is nbv?jb:din civil cafes; and

r. Wilfon, one of the Conventon,
has tald you, that not being able to a-
gree as to the form of eftablithing this
point, they have |eftwou deprived of the
Jubfiance. ere are his own words :---
¢t The fubjeét was involved in difficul-
ties. The Coavention found the tak

cife of it.

13. The reprefentation of the Lower
Houfeis too finall, confifting only of 65
members.

14. That of the Senate is fo fmall,
thac it renders its extenfive powers ex-
tremely dangerous : It is to confft only
of 26 members, two-thirds of whom
muft concur to conclude any treaty or
alliance with foreign powers : Now, we
will fuppole, that five of them are ab-
fent, ﬁe:i, dead, or unable to attend,
taventy-one will remain, and eight of
thefe (one-third and one over) may pre-
vent the conclufion of any treaty, even
the moft favourable to America. Here
will bea fine field for the intrigues, and
even the bribery and corruption, of Euro-
pean powers.

15. The moft important branches of
the executive department are to be put
into the hands of a fingle Magifirate,
who will be, in fa&, an elective king.
The military, the land and naval forces,
are to be entirely at his difpofzl ; and
therefore,

16. Should the Senate, by the in-
triguesof foreign powers,becomedevoted

too dfficult for them, and left thebufinefs
us itdtands,™

9- The liberty of tke prefi is not fecur-
ed, and the powers of Congrefs are fully
adequate to its deftruétion, as they are”
to have the trial of libels, or pretended
libels, againft the United States ; and
may, by a curfed, abominable flamp a2
(as the Boawdoin Adminifiration® has done
in Maflachufetts) preclude you effedtu-

to foreign infl as was the cafe of
late in gweden, the people will be oblip-
ed, as the Swedes have been, to feck
their refuge in the arms of the menarch
or prefidentgeneral.,

17. Rotation, that noble prerogative
of liberty, is entircly excluded from the
new fylkem of government, and great
men may, and probably will, be con.
tinued in office tfuring their lives.

" The suthor,Mitakez, i€ was oot Bowd

1 iftration that 4 the Stama

A& iz Maflachufette,
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 v8. Anrual eleflions are abolifhed,
and the people are not to reaffume their
rights, until the expiration of taw, four,
and fix years. -

19. Congrefs are to have the power
of fixing the time, place and manner, of
holding eleflions, fo as to keep them
forever (ubjected to their influence.

20. The importation of flaves is not
to be prohibited until:the yeur 1808;

and flavery will probably refume its

empire in Pennlylvania.

21. The militia 1s to be under the
immediate command of Congrefs, and
men conjeientionfly feruprulous of bearuig
arms may be conmipellea to pertorm mili-
tary duty.

22. ‘1’he new gowcrnment will be ex-
penfive, bLeyond any we have ever
expuiienced; the judicial department a-
lone, with 1ts concomitant train of Judg-
es, ‘uftices, chancellors, clerks, fhenfts,
coroncrs, efchieators, ftate attornies and
{chators, conltables, &c. 1n every (tate,
and in every county in cach flare, will
be a burden beyond the utmolft abilities
of the people to bear. 2And, upon the
yvhole,

23. A government, partaking of mo-
narchy and ariftrocracy, will be fully
aod firmly eftablifhed ; and liberty will
be but a name, to adorn the fort hifto-
rick page of the halcyon days of Ame-
riga.

Thefe, my countrymen, are the ob-
jefions thatr have been made to the new
propolcd (yftem of governinent; and if
you read the fvitem itfelf with attention,
you will ind them all to be founded in
truth.  But what have vou been told in
anfwer ?

I pafs over the fophiftry of Mr. Wil-
fon, in his equivocal fpeech at the ftate
houfe. His pretended arguments have
beer echoed and reechoed by every re-
tuiler of politicks, and wi&orioufly refut-
ed Dy feveral patriotick pens. Indeed,
3)f you read this famous fpeech in a cool
difpaflionate moment, you will ‘find itto
contain no more than a train ot pitiful
{3phiftiy and evalions, unworthy of the
roan who fpokethem. 1 havetaken no-
tice of fome of them in ftating the ob-
jeftiongpand they mult, I am fure, have
excited your pity and indignation. IMr.
Wilfon 1s a man of fenfe, learning and
extenfive information ; unfortunately for
Jum, he has never fought the more foid
fame of patriotifm. During the late war
he narrowly efcaped the effetts of popu-
far rage; and the pcople feldom arin

shemfclves againf!%ti(izen i vain, The

whole tenourof his political condut hae
always been ftrongly tainted with the
fpirit of bigh ariflocracy ; he has never
been known to join' in a truly popular
meafure, and his talents have ever been

‘devoted to the patrician intereft. His

lofty carriage indicates the lofty mind
that animates him, a mind able to con-
<cive and perform great things, but
which unfortunately can fee nothing
great out of the pale of power and
wordly  grandeur ; defpifing what he
calls the infertour, order of the people,
popular hberty and popular affemblics
offer to his exalted imagination an idea
of meannefs and contemptibility, which
he hardly feeks to conceul.---He fees,
ata diftance, the pomp and pageantry
of Courts ; he fighs atter thofe (tately
palaces, and that apparatus of human

greatnefs, which his vivid fancy has

taught him “to confider as the fupreme
good. Men of" fublime minds, he con-
ceives, were born a different race from
the,relt of the fons of men; to them,
and thein only, he imagines, high hea-
ven intended to commit the reins of
earthly government ; the remaining part
of mankind he fees below, at anim-
menfe diltance; they, he thinks, were
born to ferve, to adminifter food to the
ambifion of their fuperiours, and become
the footitool of their power.---Such is
Mr. Willon ; and, fraught with the(e
high ideas, it 1s no wonder hie fhould
exert all his talents, to (upport a form
of government fo admirably contrived
to carry them into execution.—Butwhen
the people, who poffefs, colletively, a
mafs of knowledge fuperiour tohis own,
enquire into the principles of that go-
verament, on the eftablifhment or reiec-
tion of which depend their deareft con-
cerns ; when he is called ypon, by the
voice of thoufands, to come and explain
that favourite {yftem, which he holds
torth as an obje&t of their admiration,
he comes—he attempts to {upport by
reafoning, what reafon never diftated ;
and, finding the attempt vain, his great
mind, made for nobler purpefes, is o-
bliged to toop to mean evalions and pi-

tiful fophiftry ; himfelf not deceived, he

ftrives to deceive the people ; and the
treafonable attempt delineates lis true
charater, beyond the reach of the pen-
cil of a Wefl or a Peale, or the pen of a
Valerius.
An Officer of the late Continental Army.
Philadelphia, Nov. 3, 1787.
[ An anfweer tothefe Objelticns will ap-
pear in our next Magazine,
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