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'For the jft, rtb Week in Ve-cerit. er, i787. 

FOR the F d�ral Conftittltion 

From th C01 NBCTIOUT cob� NT, -prio d a IrJartford, 

Continuati()n of tlu REM AR S on the lion. EL13RIDGE GERRY' J Objec 
tionf to tli� ntw Con.ftituti® • ,, 

I
T is unhappy oth for Mr. Gerry
and the publick, thar he was not 

Jnore e plicit in publHliing hi ouhts. 
Cer�infy this 1nuft have en fro in­
ait ntion, and noc through any vant of 
abrnry-as all hi honourable friends al:. 
lcSw him t<> be a politician cv n of meta-
phy6cal nicety. 

In a q etlion or fuch ma nitude, ev -
ry candi<l man vill onfent t.o difcu'fs 
o j ion which are fta with perfpl­
cuity; but to follchV e honoura l,e )-Vri­

ter m o the field of conjc&utc, and com­
·,,t hantoms, uncertain wj,e l�r or not
hey are the fame w_hich -.rrifiei him, is
talk too laborious for at�ence itfelf. 

S\Jch muft be he wti er·s fitu3tion in re-
>1}' ing to the ne. t o jeaion, " t!Jal Jotn't
4' tht powtrs of the Lerrijlatt1re are am­
Oig,,,.,as, attd othe,·1 indtfi1Jite and i!all tr­
ous . ., There are many f 0\VCTS gi V'CO to
the legiGatur , if any o them are d3n­
gerous, the people ha a righ to kno,v 

bich the a11!1 and how the will o -
te, th 'tthey y guard a ainlhhe e ii. 

to be ih efini e .:n :imb ou . As 
Mr. erry is he firft a only rin 

h 1\as tha;ged tt1e new t>nfli , tion 
irh ambigi ufnefs, is there not room to 

fufpea that bi unc:l�ftanding i di er­
ht from other tnen•s, and wh ther it be 

tter or w rfe, th� Landholder pr furn s
not c, decide. 

It is an xcehency of l

tion, that it i cxprelfc:<! 
and in th plain commoh 
m:rnkin • 

is Conftitu­
ith brevity­
Jang· ag of 

Had it fwellcd in o the tnag itud of 
a volume, here d have b en 1hor 
room to en rap th wary, and the peo-

le who re to e udg · ould h. ve
h d n i het pa ic n r rtun • to 
underthnd it. Had i 1' r.prt in 
the fcientifick 1 ge ' , or fe
t rms of at whi t often find in poli-
rital con)politio tp he nra le 
gentletnan it mi� t h:i. re app 
definite: an J fs m iguous; 
great t t>dy of th. �eopl , :ii: 
fc r , d to ccept it they mu cap m 
the'. d TY...

he ·t , to -. ·Born tn t i r.
t a is made, b Cl nd 

co fiti ich are cone 
ii\ their lah d t e 
gi\·en to the le load 

i{i s, and \ ation 
er who is f; i uf-

. • I , o ·o y c·r .' 
• tn tl ere v been much 

gcr of � • • 
n . 

The charge of beiog am igt ous and in­
definite may be broug t ag.inft ,;ery 
human com}1\)fition, and neceffi rily a-. 
1·ifes from the imperfe8:i n o Ian \J:1

0 
• 

Perhaps no w men w·u ptefs the 
fame fen imcnt in the f.ame mahn r, and 
by he fame or s ; neith r d they co -
net\: pr cifely the t; me ide:is with the 
1l me wor s. rom hence ari cs an am­
bi ni y in U lang(1 ge , ith Nhich the 
nuSft per!i i uo 1 and p1·ecife ritcrs are
1n a degree chargea le. ortle p rfons
e er a ciiu to th ha py art of erf p1c­

�'T,;,J•ou expreffion, an it i3 equally tn,e 
that Come rfon throu6h a m nt I e­

of their -0wn, , iU ju ge the moll: 
n certain I.in a0 of ot� r 

e ur -
r d .J > 

o he people 
who crca e th ir o ·n 
ad· nt1\ ; :i h on 

\ 

I 

' -= - --



r&_tir 

�-{� -"'o��d cx:eeil th!_ limilJ ar­
my

! ��fi
n

;h<rofore fdlcEl two pawcrs gi­
n}, ��m; wl1ici6 }3Vc h�n more abufccf 
to opprcfs- and cnOavc mankind, than 3tJ 
tl1c others with whicli, thj!Hlr •�y <>I� 
Jc1in.vur: ?�. cra.!.'!1 _;.,, dot.�, ';J'he 
right of ta-,.at1on, or or colle.Etmg money 
from the people � •ndi,[ [IUlingma fup;, 
}>Orting :mititt-: ' 

. Xb<Ji:.;,1� the _ pow.rr• whic)I enab!s: 
t_}1:\nts to (courge their fobjcfh ; :tnd 
they are alfo the very �w�rs by wh,ich 
good rufcrs protea tht pcop!r-, ag:mill 
the violcr.cc o'f wid�cc

( 
and ol'crgrown 

citizens, and invaf,on ts1, the rc!l o( 

manl:.ioif. Ju4ge cand,dlf, wlt>I . :r 
wc.ctd1cd fi

@'
ure the AJll1rr,ic;in c�i

_
n:. 

will nhrbit ,rt the cy-c of !>thcr n:n?Ons1 
withont a po\nl"to �rray and fup�rl a 
military fore� for ttl .own protcEuon .. , 
&Jf1 a dozen rcg-imenti fron) C'ant!.da or 
New Spain, mig.ht by ,-.hoJc provipccs 
'81l:dcr contribution, while '-"'C were dif. 
puting, who tns powu to pay arrd mife, 
an ::mny. This J><>"t"'f ia a.lfo ntccB3'fYr­
to )'tlp.\in the violcrra of feditious citi­
zens. A concu'rrencc of circrumct:mccs 

1 

frequently enabln 3 few difaffe8ed pu, 
.fons to make- gre:u: nvplutNX:ls, unld°> 
government is vcAed v:ith the moft c;:e., . 
tcnfive power· of lclf defem:e. •fad 
Sh�ys, the m:ilccoflCentof :vtaffilctru<ett;,, 
b«n :a rnaR of ge:nioo, fortune and ad-... 
.tr.fs, he might have conqoqed th:rt 
Jl;tc, ond by ,tic aid of a little fedi<ior 
i p the other l\.:uc� 2nd .rn army proud ' 
by viE!ory, UCc_ol'Cof: the monarch and ty ... 
r.mt of Amcrin. Fortunately ltc w:rs 
c..hedccd, but fhoold. je:iloufy prevent 
vcfting there powtr» in the ham.fa of men 
chofen by yourfelvn, and who art undtr 
r;very conRitut·iona� rcllraiot, accident or 
<lefign will in all probabiijt�' raife op 
fomc future Sh:iys to be t� tyrant of 
your children. , . 

A people c31TT1ot long re1au1 their 
fru<lo1n-, v1ho(.: government ii inupable 
ef protc6ti11g them. 

' The ·power of coU:El:ing money from 
the pto\,lf, � not to be rcjcfte,l bccaufc 
it hac fomctimcs bctn opprcffive. 

Pubtick credit is :a, nec:effary Ior the 
profperity of a n:uion, as prinre credit 
j, for the Cupport ,nc! wealth of a family. 
• We art this d::a)· many millions poorer, 

than ,vc !hould have been, had a welJ 
arranged govemmcnt uk.en pl:i:e at the 
concluCion of the ,.,hr. An hue Obm:d 
in this lof,, hut none in fo grnt propo,r. 
',ion as the l:mdho1ders and farmers. 

The publiEtt
, 
mull be f<rved in Y3Iio,u 

/ 

<fe¢rfmffl'f4-, wtid ..;ff, lent' � 
without a meet rcc01npcncc P Who wiff 
g� to ,nr and JnY the cha����o( lrif 
O"o"n ,•ufare r Wlt:a.t m-2.n �11! any Jon. 
r.er take empty promifes or rc,?ard from 
ff\9le_., who-- l\:lve no conltiturionat power' L 
to,,m•>td' or means of fol6lli�g thep, 1 f 
Promlfi:, l'lave done their utmoft, more 
- �•n they �er did in 311,)' ot\1<r age of 
Ct>'11ntry. The Jelafrve l/nbb!e hu 
btok£, an.d in_ breaking_ it has bcgg,ircd. 
thoufands, and left yor:: an unprotccle& 
�pk i nOlll,crous without force, and 
flill ot ' refourc:c,, bnt 'uoable to coll'f. 
mand one of tfiem. Fof dh!le pUr))Ofc-9 
there mull: be a gencrnl trcafury, with a 
pow�r Jo ep1«;Qi!lr it ao of1cn :\S' ncclffitf 
requires .. b�d w}}ft'c., can this.,pa,vcr ti¢.., 
more fafely- vcR:cd, than in the cofflmor, 
Jegithture, mtn chofen by you,rtlveaJ 
from every P:art of tlTe union\ and wha 
ha,,cthe c,ontfilencc of thcirfcveral flat.cs ,; 
men who ffluft nure in the burden• they 
intpofc on othcn i men who by 3 '4..-at ir, 
Colfgrcf. ore- incap;ible of holding any 
office uoder the {fo,tci, w'bichmight pr.ovs 
2 teineta.tien to fp&il the people for in ... 
crcafing t,Mir owi, income. 

. w� 6nd .motb'er objefliOn to be "  thal 
ihc c.xec;utive, is blended wi1h and will 
h::i.ve an undue inftut'ncc over the legifb-.. 
tive. '' On ex-3nDna(ioo

J.ou wi,11 find 
t�i, ol?j«\ion unfoond . Tlfe fu­
prerrr.e eueutive is ,•eCled in a Pcefiden 
ef the united lhues , every bill'th:at 'hat!s 
pa[W the fcn;itc and 1-cprekmatives_, 
,null: be ,nfenreJ. to the Prcftdcnt, and i( 
he approves it becomes fuw. If he dif­
aperoves, but Ul3kcs no nturn wirhig 
kn day&, it Bill becomct a law,... 1f 11 
returns the.bill, with his objeflions, the' 
{c.nate anJ rer,re-fentttive, cto.1U"der it :r 
fccond time, and if two thirds of them 
adhere to the fir!l refol�ion, it becomcf 
law� 1TOi:wi,hfbndi.,nl} ·r� Prefidcnfs dif­
fcr.t.- We allo\V the Pre6dent hath an 
influence, though fhiEtly fpcaking ho 
h;uh not a lesi:i&.ti--re_ voice ; and think 
foch :rn influCllce mufi bl: (;uutary. lo 
the prdidcr."i, lil the eucutivc dep,3rt­
mcnts meet, :trtd he ,,ill ba." a ctbnnel of' 
c.omrrnmic:1tionbctwctn'iho{i: ,.,ho make­
:md thok ,.·Jio' e.ecute tlie '!«""'· Manf 
things look (�ir in theory wf>Kh i rt 
pnu�UCe :ire impoffib!-c. lf lawmakers, 
iu t"'YUJ ill'fiance:, before tfi:cir final de• 
crce, !tad the.OJ>inior,of thofe who-;irt t 
cxccolt them., Jt  Tmuld pee.vent a t-hou 
fand abrord o.rdinan,et, which are fo 
le"ljlly made, only to &e repealed and . 
ldfcn ,he dignity o[ lei;iQ•tion ia- l 
ey•! of A1>nl:.ind. 

·tie �n,Mcnt -lt 11lit ln eietatffe 
41ifficer, ·while -the Prefititnt i1 in difchal'ge 
of hie ·duty .; a.nd wh� he is called ..... 
prefide hi• lcgidltive "oice -ceafes. !t1 
llo other infimce is thep: even a 1b:idow 
9f bJen4ing or inf1uenoc bttweeu the two 
dep:irtmrnrs. We are further told, 
u that <he Judicial dcpartm-bnt, or tb:o1e 
courts of Ja1.v-, to be irlftit.Ut�d 1>y Con. 
_grcf,, ..-UJ beopprdlive.� We •llowit 
to be p<>llible, but frdrn wheni;e-anlu 
the prob�bilit_y of lhis tvcnt. Snue 
judges may be corru?ttarid juries may 

/ be prejudiced arid ignorantJ but thefe in• 
lt.anccs arC not common ; :ind why fh;tll 
!,� fuppofe.they will be more frcc1uent 
JJndc.r a oarioni:J appointment 2nd influ. 
�n�eJ �when the (!yCs of a wb'oJe clnpil"c 
arr watching for the:ff dctetiion. 

Their courts are not ro intermeddle 
..,j;h ,)'OUr .internal policy, and will have 
cog:mnncc only of thoft fubje£h which 
..2rc placed OJnder the J:ontroul of a- na­
tional lcgifl:iture. It is as (lcceffary 
!�1ere fhouJd. be co�urts ·of faw and cxecu. 
t1vc officers, to c:,.rry into cffecl tbe la,,.., 
of 1he nation, as that -there be courts a·nd 
Officer& to o:ecnte· die Jaws made by 
your lla(e allemblici. 
• There :1-t'C many reaJons wliy their de. 
Ci(io�s ought not to be lcfr to co'urtt in­
ftitnt.U by particular fbtos. 

A ped"ecl uniformity maa be obfe,v. 
e<1 through the whole unioa, or jealoufy 

• -and unrigbteoufner, will take pl-ace ; 
"2nd for ;in uniformity one fwdjcia1·y muR: 

·J)erv-:ide the ,vl1ole. The 1nhahitanu of 
" <>Ile llate will -r,ot h.ivc confidence in 

judges appointea by the legifi;!ture of•· 
inolhcr fbte, .ti\ which. they have no 
voice. Judges who -owe their appoint• 
tnem and fuppo� to one fbte, -will be 
unduly influenced, and not rev.crence 
the lawa of the union. It w"ill at any 
time be in the-power of {11e fmalleil R:ate, 
by intc.rdi£ling -their oNn jQdidary, to 
4.cfeat the meafurcs, <kfr:aua the revenue, 
and :rnnuJ tbe moll facred Jaws of the 
whole empi� A JcgiQ°atlYC pbwer, 

-

wh:toit · a · 1odici�l 1 ind becutin endtr 
their own controlfl, is in the nature of 
tliings a auUitv. Congrefs.,' under the 
old confederat:o"' had power to ordaia 
and refolve1 but having no judicial oc 
executive ot-tbeir own, their moll folcrria 
refo1v« wcte toi,.Uj difregarded. 'Ploc 
11'ttle'Rate of' Rbodeilbnd wu pur,1>0�� 
Jut by neaven to ill prcfent rnadn\:f,, 7br 
a ,genen.1 conYiaion in the othC'l' flares, 
that fuch11 fyftem ., is now eropoftd i• 
our only -prdtt-v�tion from ruin. \-Vh � 
ttfpc.a "C3D any one think would be paid 
to riational law,, by judici'.Jl ;ind txceu .  
tive officers, who arc amenable only to 
the pn,fent afrc1nbly of Rhodtifl•n<l. 
The rebellion of Shays, and the prcJ'tnt 
meafures of .Rhodgfland, ought to ci/n. 
tince us tliat a nation.U legillatur�, ju­
diciary and Cx:cOtivc moft be united, or 
the who:.is bur a n:Jme -i :md tbat we 
moll: have: there, or (oon be -hewers of 
wood and dnwers·of wal.el' for all other 
people. . 

Jn .tll thefe mattCN and _powers _given 
to CongrefsJ their ordinances m'ufl 6c 
the fuprcme law of the land or Ul,ey a(e 
nothing. They mu!t bav.e authority to 
enaa :my bwa for executing their o\vn 
powers, or -rbofc '}>O'•ers will be ev:idcd 
by 1he anful· and unjufl, and the dlllro­
ncft trader wnl defraud the publick of 
its revenue. As we have tvery rtafon 
to think thi, (yftem was honeilly pb.p­
ned, we ought to hope. it m:iy he hone.A:. 
!Y aod julUy ell:ccuted, I am fenfibJe 
tfiat f�cutation ic :,Jway. Jiablt: to er .. 
/-our. If there be ·any capital def<Elc in 
this conftitutio'n, it i, moft pcobal,Je that: 
lxpcrience a1ooe will difcover them. 
"'Prov!Gon is made for in �ter.itlOn, jf, 
00 trial, it be fonnd ncceffary. 

When yowr chilJ.ren rec the c:indour 
and greatnef, of mind, ,vith which Fot1 
lay the found.ition1 the� will be infpu-cli 
w1tl:t equitf to iind'.b anU adorn the fu.. 
pedlr:ulluro, 

A LANDHOLDER. 

itEMARKSon Col. MASON's OBJECTIONS to the propofed Federal 
ConJlitution. 

From tht CONNECTICUT COUR�NT, p,-i11ttd tzt Harljord. 

ri, thaf-i� .ftrfl i,, his ""'" au,fi fitmttl, j�/ : b•t his ndgli&,ur c01nrtli. ad 
Jearr:J«lh Jiu,,. 

T 
H.E publication of Col. Ma- bability have remained unkno\vn lb 
fon'srcafonsfor not ligning the us.alL His rcafons, like Mr. Ger-

11cw Con!litution, has extorted fome ry's, are moll of them ,x po) fallD-­
�1hu��-�O��r'!'¥�!:!!�' pr0: lave been �c!if..cd � Ncw;--k 1,y· 
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R. H. L. -•Tl<l b)' him broui:ht into 
their prcfcnt artful and m!idious 
form. The fa€lious fpirit of R. H. 
L.-his implacable hatred to Gene­
ra1''1afhington-his well known in­
trygucs again ft him in the late w3:-
1fas attempt 10 a,fplacc him and g,ve 
the command of the A11jcrican army 
to Ccncral L_ca, a� fo"rcccnt_ in your 
ininds it js .n'ot ncceJJhry to repeat 
them. He is fuppofod to be the au. 
thor of moft of tho fcurrility poured 
out in the N cwyork papers againft 
the new confiitutioa, 

Jull at the clofe of the Conven• 
tion, w hofc procoedingt ih general 
1vere zcajoufiy fopported by Mr. 
)\,Jafon, he moved for a claule th,t 
no navigaLion a/1 fhoul<l. fVer be 
paffcd but with the confer,! of two 
thirds of both branches; urging that 
il navigation act. might otherwifo 
be paned cxcll!ding foreign bottoms 
from carrying American produce to 
:(narkct, ani¼ throw a mono�oly of 
the carrying bufinefs into the liands 
of the Eaflcm States who attend to 
Da\0igauon,and th�t Cuch an cxclufi'on 
'cf foreigners would raifc the freight . 
of the produce of the fouthern ftatos, 

.;and for thefc reafons Mr. Mafon 
would have it in the power of the 
foulhcm f'bteslo prcvcnlany navi­
gation atl. This daufc, as unequal 
anci partial in the extreme to tbc 
fouthcrn ftatcs, was rejc/1cd ; be-

. ('aufe it ougbt to be. left on the fame 
.footing with other naticnal con­
cerns, ::ind bccaufc no R:ate would 
have a_ri;ht to complain of a navi­
gation ah which fhould leave the 
catfying bufinefs equally open lo 
them all. Thofc who preferred cul­
tivating their lands would do ·fo; 
t:hof� w/,o ch,ofe to nayig,1tc and be­
.come carriers would do that. The 
J.o(s of this quefti9n detcrmmed Mr. 
Mafon againft the figning the do­
ings of the convent.ion, and is un­
doublcdly among his reafons asdrawn 
for the fo1uhem ftates I but for the 
caftcm ft,tc.s this re�fon would not 
do. Itwould convince usthatMr. 
]11afontpnefom:d the fubjcfls of every 
f..,rei wcr to the fubje/1s of the 
p!!i. who lfrc in Ncwcng-

land; even the Briti!h who latc1y 
ravaged Virginia, that Virginia, my 
countrymen, where your relations 
lavifhed their blood-where your 
fons laid down their lives· to fccure 
to her and us the freedom and inde­
pendence in which we now rejoice, 
and which c.an onlr be continued to 
�s by a firm, equa and elfellive u­
nion-But do not believe that the 
people of Virginia arc all thus fcl­
fifh: No, there is a vVafhington, a 
Blair, a Maddifon and a Lee (not R. 
H. L.) and I am perfuaded there ia 
a majority of liberal, juft and feder­
�l men in Virginia, who, w hate vet 
their fcntiments may be of the new 
conftitulion, will defpife the artful 
injuflice contained in Col. Mafon', 
rcafons �s publilbed in the newf. 
papers. 

Th, Prifid,nt of I� United Staltt 
ha.s no council, c.,c. fays Col. Mafon, 
His propofcd council would nave 
l,ecn cxpcnfi ve-'they muft conftant­
ly attend the prcfident, becaufe the 
prefidentconftantly alts. This coun­
cil muft have been compofed of great 
characters, who could not be kept 
attending without great falarics, 
and if their opinions were binding 
on the prclident his rc{pqnfibility 
would be dcllroyod-if<llv'idcd, pre­
vent vigour �nd difpatch; if not 
\>inding, they would be no fecurity. 
The ftates who have h�d fuch coun­
cils have found them u(ele(s, and 
complain of them as a dead weight. 
In others, as in England, the fupreme 
executive advifes when and with 
whom he pleafes; if any information 
is wanted, tho hC<1ds of the depart­
incnts who arc al waj'S at hi:lnd can 
beft give it, and from the manner of 
their appointment will be truft wor­
thy. SecrHy, vi"gour, difpatch and 
rcfponfibility, require that the fu. 
prcme executive fhould be one pcr­
fon, and "u�fcuered, otherwife than 
by the laws he is to execute. 

Thm is 110 D,clarntion ·of Ri1,_/it.r. 
Bills of Rights were i111roducca it) 
England when its kings claimed all 
power and jurifdillion, and were 
confidered by them as grants to lhi 
ptep/<, They aro infignilicant line. 

' 

I 

govcmtnenl is confidered as origin-
-.. ting from the people, and all the 
powergovcmment now has is a grant 
fr111rr tlu p,opk; the conftitution they 
10ftablifh with powers limittcd and 
defined, becomes now to the legifia­
tor and magiftratc, what originally 
a bill of ·rights was to the peo�le. 
To have infcrted in th.is conftituuon 
a bill'of rights (or the ftates, would 
fuppofcthem lo dcrj\'c and hold their 
rights from the federal government, 
when the reverfc is the cafc. 
• There is to k no ex pefl fallo laws. 
This-was moved by Mr. Gerry and 
fupported by Mr. Mafon, and is ex• 
teptionablc only as being unneceffa­
ry ; for it ought not to be pref urned 
that govcmment will be fo tyranni­
cal, and oppofcd to the fenfe of all 
modern civilliansastopafsfuch laws, 
if they lhould•thcy would be void. 

Th, general lt!fijlatur< is rejlrainrd 
from prohibiti.,,G tfu further unporta­
lion of forves Jor twenty odd y,ars­
But every ftate legifiaturc may re­
ftr,in its own fubjcll.s; but if they 
lbould not, !hall we refu(e lo confcd­
ciatc with them? their, confcicnccs 
are their own, though their wealth 
and ll:rength arc blended with ours. 
Mr. Mafon has himli:lf about three 
hundred Oaves, and live.sin Virginia, 
where it is found by prudent manage­
ment they can breed and raifc Oavcs 
faller than tlicy want them for their 
own ufe, and could fupply the defi­
ciency in. Georgia and, Sou.Lhca.roli­
na; and _perhaps Col. M alon may 
fuppofc It more humane to breed 
than import'llavcs-thofe imported 
having been bred and born free, may 
not fo tamely bear nave/Y as thole 
born na:vcs, and from their infancy 
inured to it; but his objeaions are 
not on the 'fide of freedom, nor in 
compaffiqn to the human race who 
are Caves, but that fuel, importat.ion 
Ttndas tht U7!,iUd Statts �u, more 
vul•era!,t,, and lefs capa1,t, of def=,. 
To this I readily agree, aocf all good 
men wi!h the entire abolition of Ra­
vcry, as foon as it can uke place 
with fafety to the publick,and for the 
lallfog good of the prcfcnt wretched 
ni:c o� Oavcs, The O!)ly PQllib!= 
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ftep that could be taken towards it 
by the convention was to fix a period 
after which they fhould not be im­
ported. 

Tkr, ir no dtxlaration of any kind 
to prifav, th, /il,ertj of t/1< prefs, &c. 
Nor is liberty of confcicnce, or of 
matrimony., or of burial of the dead; 
it is enough that congrc.fs have no 
power to prohibit either, and t_f.n 
have no temptation. This objcaion 
is anfwcred m that the ftau:s have all 
the power originally, and congrefs 
have only what the ftatesgrant them. 
• Tk judiciary of ti,, United States is 

fa c011/tru8.ed and extrnckd a.s to aiforb 
and dqlroy tk judiciarus ef tk froeral 

jlatu; thereby rtndtri•g law as udunu, 
i>itruat, and exp,nfwe, and jv:fliu as 
tmattainal,k by a great parl o/ thecom-
111u>1i1y, as ill England; and ena6k th< 
rich ID opprefs and ruin the poor. It 
extends only to objc/1s and cafcs 
fpccified, and wherein the national 
peace or rights, or the harmony of 
the frates arc concerned, and not to 
controvcrfics between citizens of the 
fame ftau: (except where they claim. 
under grants of diffctent ftates) and 
nothing hinders but the fupreme 
li,deral couM may be held in differ­
ent diftrifu, or in all the ftatcs, and 
that all the cafcs, except the few in 
which it has original and not ap­
pellate jurifdiaion, may in the firlt 
mftancc be had in the ftate courts, 
and thofe trials be fina.1 except in 
cafcs of great magnitude ; and the 
trials behy jury alfo in moft or all 
the caufes \\·hichwcrc wont to be tri­
ed by them, a, congrefs fhall provide, 
whofeappointmentisfecuritycnouglt 
for their attention to the wi!hcs 
and convenience of the people. In 
chancery courts juries are never 
ufcd, nor are they proper in admir­
alty courts, which proceed not by 
municipal laws, which they ma1. be 
fupr.ofed to underftand, but by the 
civil law and law of nations. 

Mr. Ma!On deems the prefidcnt 
and fenatc's power to make treaties 
dangerous, becaufc they become laws 
of the land. If the prcfidont and 
his propofed council had this pow­
�T1 or �lie pr�fi�ent al�_ne, as� Eng-
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bnd and other mtions is the ca re, 
would the danger pc lefs ? Or is the 
repr�fentative branch fuited to the 
making of trcat.ics ,Vhich ar� ofte.n 
intri<;al� and rcquirc•much negpcia� 
tion and fecrefy ? The fenatc is ob­
je&ed 10 as having too JTluch, po,yer, 
a1,1d bold unfow,ded a(fcrtions that 
they will de[lroy any balance in the 
go�cmmcnt, and accomplHh wh.it 
ufu

lJ>alion they pleafeupon the rights 
and liberties of the people; to which 
it may be anfwered they are elecl:, c 
and rotative, to the mafs of ths pe<r 
pie; the populace � as well l!aJ· 
ancc the lcnatorial brapch there as 
in the natcs, and m4ch better than 
in England, where the lords are 
hcred.iwy, and yet tpe commons 
prcfcrvc their weight ; but the /late 
governments on-which the conftitµ­
tion is built will forever be fccurity 
enough to the people againfl arifro­
cratick ufurp�tions :-The danger 
of Lhe c onflitution is not ariij.ocr-acy 
Qr monarchy, bu�anarchy. 

I intrcat you, my fellow citizens, 
to read and exarrune the! new con­
ffitution with caodour ; examine it 
for yourfelvcs, you arc mon of you 
as learned as the oqjecl:or, and cer­
tainly as aple 10 juµgc of its v;rtucs 
or vices as he is. To maJ-.c the ob­
jcaioos 1.he more plau!iblc, they are 
called, TAe Obje{lwru of the Ho,i. 
George Mefim., &,.-They may pof­
fibly lie his, but be a(fuxed they were 
not thofc .. made in convention, and 
being direcl:Jy again ft what he tliere 
fupported in one innancc, ought to 
cawtion you againft giving any credit 

to'the;ell: ;• hj�;violent "J>polition lo 
the po.werS"" given 'congrcli: to rcgu� 
\ate trade, was an open decided pzc­
fcrcnce of all the wocld to you. , A 
1nan governed by fuch, narrow vie,ya 
a,;,d local prejudices, �an,.never be 
truned ; and )>js pompo11• decla�­
tions in 1.hc Hou'fe of Del�ates ip. 
Virginia that no .man was more fc4 

deral than himfelf, _amounts, to �o 
more than this, " Make a federal 
i;ovcmmcnt that will fccurc Virg;n-
1a all her natural advantages, -pro­
mote all her interells rcgardlefs pf e.. 
very difadwantagc to the other ftatcs, 
and I will fubfcribc to i\." 

It may be afked how I. came. by 
my info.-mation refpcclin� Col. Ma­
fon•s conduct ln Convcnuon, as tho 
doors were !hut ? To this I anfwcr, 
no dcl�gatc, of the \ate convention 
w.iU cont.radicl: mr alfertioqs, as [ 
have repeatedly heard them �•de 
by others in prefence of fevcral of 
them, wl)o could not deny their 
trut.h. �11/hetbcr the conlbitution in 
quell.ion will be adopted by the \ii. 
nit� States in our day is µnccrtUn; 
but it is neither arilloeracy or mp.. 
narchy can grow out of it, fo long u 

tpe prefent def cent of landed erlat<:,a 
!art, and thc:cmafs of tJio people have 
as at pr.efcnt, a tolerable education ; 
and were it ever fo -perfccl a fchcmo 
Qf freedom, when we become igno­
r.ant, vicious, idle, aod rcgardlefs,of 
the education of Ol!f children, our li­
berties will be Ion, we,lhall be fitted 
for /Javery, �nd it will be an eafr bu­
finefsto.-eduoc ustoobeyQneocmol!: 
tyrants. A.LANDHOLDER. 

AGAIN_?'l' the Federal Conftitution. 

From tbt FREEMAN's JOIJRN,<U., of N""'tmbtf 7• 
To the CI :r I ZEN 5 of PH IL ADELPHI�. 

Frimd.J, Caun1r:,111m, Brttbrm, and Ftf/o'Wdti:um, 

T
HE propofcJ plan .of Cpntincptal with canJour and unbialfcd mind1, \ii 

g9vcrnmC1,t is now fully known becqmc mc,i 1)µ1 are poffc[ecla.Jtl dcfci:v­
to you- Y.:,u h3vc read it, I.t'rufi, with ing of freedom, you mttfi: l�vc been ;i. 
the attention it ·tlcfcrves.-You have l�nncd at th� rcfult of )'.(?Ur o�fcrv�• 
Rcard tbe objeaions that have.been made ttons. Notw1_thlb.nding the f�entlour 
t.o it.-4 .You have hc�rd the anfwei-s to of names, which has attended the pub .. 
thc(e objcclions. 'lication of the new ConClitution; nat-

lf you have attondtd 10 the .whok, • witlulilll�ing.the tbpbiRry.and nin r,;i. 

J 

( 

\ 
I.. I 

l 

---Jooing, that h•ve been urged to fuppt,rt ally from all moans of information. /If,. 
its principles ; alas I you muff: al !cart IYi!fo11 ha, ti11en JD" no anfrwn- lo def; 

...have concluded that great men are not "rgMmmts. 
always infallible. o.nd that pauiotifm it. 10. Congrcfs have the power of kccp-
Jclf may be led into efThntial crroun. ing up a.fiauding arm.J, io time of peace. 

Tl!c objcElions that have been m:1.dc to and Mr. Wilfon has told you tbal it WIU 
Jibe new Con{Htution :,,re thefe : 11,ufa?.,_, 

:r. It is not mcrcl)' (35. it ought to be) 11. rhc kgfjlalivt and rxuvtivt pow-

!f:t/;J�:. 
o

f 
jla1t1, but a grnJtrn/fltlll 

:f' u: �'::i:f::n 

fc
t:�:f:uJ;n:

v

�!c�':: 
2.. T'he powers of Congrcfs cxtond to they ought to be ; but they arc mixed 

the li•lltJ, the lib"lits and the proptrl.J, ina manner entirely novel :,,nd unknown. 
,g£ e\·ery citizen. , even in the conll:irurioo ofGrC3tbrlcain 1 

.3. The fr,rutreignty of the difFcn:nt bcc:iufe, 
.States is ,p{o falla dell:royed, in its moll: n. Tn En�land, tht King only h:ii 
e[cntial parts. a n,minal n,gativt over the proceedings 

4. What remains of it will only tend of the Leg1fiaturc, which he h3s ,u,vtr 
to create violent diffcnfions bctwt'cn dartd ta txtrcift Cini;e the d3ys of King 
the ftate JOVcrnments and the Congrcf,, William ; whcreu, Uy the new confti4 

-and ternunate in the ruin of the one or tution, both tht Pre.fidtltlgrntral and the 
the other. Stnate, two txrcurivt hrancht1 of go-

5· The confequence mull therefore 'Vtrm,unl, have that negative., and :1rc 
be, either that the union of the States intended to f11pport tacb athtr i.n tDt t¥tr-­
will be dcfiroyed by a violent llru�gle, cift of it. 
or that their fovereignty will be fwal. 13. The rcprcfent3tion of the Lower 
lowed up by Cilent encroachments into Houfeis too fmall, conrif\ing only of 6s 
an univcrfal ariRocracy; bccaufe it is members. 
clear, that if twoJiffercnt/(l'Vtrtign /fltUJ• 14. Th3t of the Smalt is fo fm:alJ, 
D'J have a c�ual command over the that-it renders its cxtcnfive power$ cx­
purfo of the citizens, they will Rruggle tremely dangerous : It is to coo6fi only 
for the fpoils, and the weakc{l will be in of 16 mtmbtrs, two.thirJ, of whom 
the end obligcd·to yield to the effons of mull: concur to conclude any tr1aty or 
the l'lrongdl. alliance with foreign powers: Now, we 

6. Congrefs bejng pofl"e[cJ of thcfc will fuppofc, tbo.c five of them are ab. 
imm�nfe p(?wers, the liberties of the fent, Gck, dead, or un3ble to attent:1, 
• fiatts and Of the people arc not fecur4 twt111.J-Pzt will remain, and eight of 
td by :i bill or dtclaraJion of rightJ. thefc (one-third and ottt over) may prit• 

7• The J�trtignlJ of the States is vent the conclufion of 3ny treaty, even 
not ..e:xprefsly refervcd ; the form only, the moft fu.vourablc to Amcric3. Her& 
and not the fubflanu of their govern- will be a fine field for the intrigues, and 
mcnr, is £UUJntecd to them by cxprcfs even the bribtry and carruptiDn, of Eu.re-
words. pcan power,. 
. 8. TnaJ b.Jjury, that facred bulw3rk 15. The moll:, important lu�nchcs 0£ 

qf liberty, i• abofijbtd in civil caftJ; 2nd the txteulivt dtp1UIK1tnl arc to be put 
Mr. Wilfon, one of the Convention, into the h11nds of a fingle Magi/lratt, 
has told you, th�t not being able t� a4 who will be, in f.ta, an tlt8i•v• li11g. 
gree as to thcfarn, Of eAablithin'g this The military, the land and nav:il forces, 
poin1, they have left you deprived of :he are to be entirely ::it his difpofzl ; and, 

fuhjlance. llcrc arc his own words :--· thcJ"Cforc, 
" The fubjc8: ,us involved in difficul. 16. Should the St11att, by the jn. 
tics. The Convention found the tailc. uiguesoffottign powers,bccomedcvotcd 
too difficu/J for them, and left the bufinefs to foreign inftuencc, 3s was the cafe of 
-lS it-itands,." late in Sweden, the people will be obi�. 

9. The libtr'.J aftl:t pref, is not fccur4 ed, as the Swedes have been, to (eek 
ed., and the powers of Congrcf, are fully their refuge i.n the arms of the 1ntmarcl, 
a�equate to its dcftruclion, as they 3re... or prtfidlnJgmtral. 
t9: h?,ve the trial of lib,IJ, or preu11d1d 17. &talion, that noble prerogative 
J1b1ls, ag:iinft the United States ; and of libel'ty, is entirely excluded from tho 
�y, by a curfed, aboroinabJeflamp aEJ new fyt'lcm of government, and gttat. 
�as the Bt7<WPobrAd1R1ni)rRlian• has done men m:Jy, and prob2.bly will, be cou .. 
1n Maffachufetts) preclude you cfftilu- tinued in office during their livcs. 

:_ !_be :iutJu�r mi(hkcz1 itw�s not Buw\Jo1o't admi.oift.r.ttion that orisinatc,J the Scasno 
,\.�.Mzj]"ac.ou(ettt, • - • 
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18� Annual e.'tl1ion1 are abolilhed, 
=tnd the people are 1 ot to reaffume their 
right,., until the ex iration of two, four, 
;ind.fix ye rs. 

19. 'oo Cs are to have the powel'
f fixir. h tmu place and mamzer, of 

hol<liog I ·tlions, fo as to k p them 
or v r fu jcc ed to their in ence. 

20. Th i!Jlpon:ition f {t v s is not
to.be ohibited until th _ear 1808, 
nJ jla:very ill :-obably r fume its 
m;>ue in P nnf. lvania. 

2 r. he 111Ui11a is t be under the
imm di te comr and of on r ts, a.n 
men conJ<tmtio1!/ly f crupulous of b1aring
arms OJ:\ h c 11 11 a to rfonn mili­
tary du y. 

22. '.i'h new go trnment viii beex-
per,five, b yond any w have v r 

xpt ·iencerl; the ju icial d p I ttn nt a­
le, , ith 1 • ncomitant rai of Judg-
s, Jurli s, chanctll rs, I I k , fhe1iffs, 

coroners, f 1e tor , (late: atr rni and 
f Ii itors, conftablcs, ·c. in vc1 y fiatc, 
. nu in ver c nt , in each flare, will 

e a • urd n beyond the u moft ab1Jitie 
()f th p o I t bear.- 1nd, upon the 
vhol , 

z3. government, plrt king of mo-
n rchy and ariflrocr cy, will be folly 

o firmly fi· bli(hed ; and li erty will
be but a name, to adorn th Jbort hifto­
r�ck age o the h lcyon days of Ame-
n a. 

he(e, my countrymen, are the o -
jet.=lion cha have b n made to the n w 
propofc ( ft m of governm nt; and if 

ou rea he frctem il If wi h attention, 
ou v ill find 'the all to be founded in 

trnth. u: wbat ha e ou been told in 
a.nfw r ? 

' 

I {; o\• r the fophifiry of Mr. Vvil­
ion, in �s ui oc l li eech at -fhe • te 
houfe. His pre�nlt d arguments have 
beer. c 10 and retchoed by e cry re­
tailer of po iti <: and 'Vtllonoujly refot-
d by fo • raJ p:i riotick pen . In eecl, 

if o r ad th� famous fpeech in a c�ol 
iii affionate moment, ou will 'fbd it t 

..contain o mOf'e th n a train of pi iful 
phi A-, y and evafions, unworthy of the 

roan !Vho fpok them. I ha\•e taken no­
tice of fome of th m in atinO" he ob­
j 8ion�and th y muft, I am fore, h,.ve 

tccited our pity and indignation. Mr. 
1 ilfon i a man f Centi , learning and 
cKtcnfive information ; unfortunat I for 
htm, he has never fou ht the more foli 
f me of patriotif,n. During the late war 
he oar �·ly fcaped the ffi els of popu­
lar ra e, and tl pco l fe)dom an 
.them.li v s :1gai ft it z n in vain, Th 

• 

whole tenourof his politic'! conduQhac 
always been ftrongly raint with th 
fpirit of high arifiocrag 1 he bas never 
b n kno n to Join· in a truly popular 
meafure, and his talents have ever been 
devoted to the patrician intcrelt. His 
lofty cardage in icates the lofty min 
tha animat s him, a mind able to con­
-ceive and perform great things, but 
.vhich unfortunatdy can fee nothing 
great out of the pal of po r and 
wordly .. randeur ; d f piling ·hat he 
calls the in� riour ord r of the people, 
pop tlar hbc:rty and popular aCfemblic 
off�r to his exalt, imagin:ition an idea 
of meann fs and contemptibility, which 
he har ly C,eks to conceal.---He fees, 
�t a dift nc , the pomp and' pageantry 
of Co�rts ; he fighs after thofe ftatcly 
p I c , an that apparatu of human 
gre::und� , which hi vivid fancy has 
taught him to confider as the fopreme 
good. Men of fu 1ime mit\ds, he con­
cei s, were born a diffe nt race from 
the.rcft of tbe fon of men ; to them, 
and them only, he imagines, high h a-

n int nded to commit the reins of 
e rthJy governm nt ; the remaining part 
of mankm he fees below, at an im­
mcnfi d'lfancc; they, be thinks, r.rere 
born to Cerve, to adminiller food to the 
ambi ,on of their Cuperiours, and become 
the foot ool of their power.---Such is 
Mr. Wilfon; and, fraught with thtfc 
high ideas, it is no wonder be !houtd 
e>Cert all his t:ilcnts, to fupport form 
of government fo a mirably contri d 
to carry th m into execution.-Butwhen 
the people, who polfcfs, collcaiveJy, a 
mafs of knowledgeJuperiour to hls own, 
enquire in o the principl of that go. 

ernment, on the eft blilhment or reje_c­
tion of which depen their deareft con­
e rtls ; wh n he is called \lpon, by the 
v�ic of thouf: nds, to come and explain 
that favourit fyftem, which he holdJ 
t rth as an objea of thei,· admiration, 
he comes-h attempts to fupport by 
reafonin , wh t re fon never di :r.tcd ; 
and, finding the attempt vain, his great 
mind, made for nobler purp f◄ s, i o .. 

liged to fioop to mean vafions and pi­
tiful fophiftry; himfelf not dec�1ved, he1

ft-ri 1e to <l cei ve the people ; and the 
trea onable attempt delineates I is true 
haraaer, beyond th n:ach of th ptn­

cil of a 1/f rJjl or a Ptale, or the p n of a 
Yakrius. 

//11 O.ffiurof the1ate Conti11tntal Army. 
Phila dpbia, .&: ov. 3, 1787. 

[ /In anfwer to theft Objetiio,u will ap�
pear i11 our rt -"'' Magaz,ne, 
•

c; 
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