S0 /é"/\,/fiu,) 4-3
Nvue CXXV:

- The GUARDIAN.

.

\
%

Nunc formofiffimus Annus

Virg.

Tuefday, Auguff 4. 1713.

EN of my Age receive a greater Pleafure
from fine Weather, than fromany other
fenfual Enjoyment of Life. In fpite of
the Auziliary Battle, or any Artificial
Heat, we are apr to droop under a gloomy Sky ;
and tafte no Luxury, like a Blue Firmament and
Sun-fhine. 1 have often, in aSplenetick Fit, wilhed
my felf a Dormoufe, during the Winter; and 1
never fee one of thofe fnug Animals, wrapt upclofe
in his [Fur, and compa&ly happy in himfelf; but I
contemplate him with Envy, beneath the Dignity of
a Philofopher. If the Art of Flying were brought
20 Perfeétion; the Ufe that [ fhould make of it,
would be to attend the Sun round the World, and
purfue the Spring through every Sign of the Zodsac.
This Love of Warmth makes my Heart glad at the
Return of the Spring. How amazing is the Change
in the Face of Nature; when the Earth, from being
bound with Froft, or covered with Snow, beginsto
put forth her Plants and Flowers, to be cloathed
with Green, diverfified with ten thoufard various
Dies; and to exhale fuch frefh and charming Co-
lours, as fill every living Creature with Delight !

Full of Thoughts like thefe, I make it 2 Rule to
Tofe as little as 1 can of that blefled Seafon; and ac-
cordingly rife with the Sun, and wander through
the Ficlds, throw my felf on the Banks of little
Rivulets, or lofe my felf inthe Woods. 1 fpent a
Day, or two chis Spring at a Country Gentleman’s
Seat, where | feafted my Imagination every Morn-
ing with the moft luxurious Profpe&@ | ever faw. I
ulually took my Stand by the Wall of an old Caftle
built upon an high Hill. _A noble River ran at the
Foot of it, which, after being broken by a heap of
mif-(hapen Stones, glided away in a clear Stream,
and wandering through two Woods on each (ide of
it in many Windings, fhone hcre and there, ata
great diftance, through the Trees. 1 could trace the
Mazes for fome Miles, till my Eye was led through
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two Ridges of Hills, and terminated by a vaft
Mountain in another County.

I hope the Reader will pardon me for taking his
Eye from our prefent Subje& of the Spring, by this
Landskip; fince it is at this Time of the Year only
that Profpeéts excel in Beauty. But if the Eye is
delighted, theEar hath likewife its proper Entertain-
ment. The Mulick of the Bitds, at this time of the
Yecar, hath fomething in it fo wildly (weet, asmakes
me lefs relith the molt elaborate Compofitions of
Italy. The Vigour which the Warinth of the
Sun pours afref into theie Veins, prompts them
to renew their Species; and thercby puts the
Male upon wooing his Mate with more mellow
Warblings, and to fwell his Throat with more vio-
lent Modulations. It is an Amuf(ement, by no
means below the Diguity of a Rational Soul, to ob-
ferve the pretty Creatures flying in Pairs, to mark
the different Paffions in their intrigues, the Curious
Contezxture of their Nefts, and their Care, and Ten-
dernefs of their little Off-(pring.

I am particularly acquainted with a 2#%ag-zai/ and
his Spoufe, and made many Remarks upon the
feveral Gallantries he hourly ufed, before the Coy
Female would confent to miake him happy. When
I faw in how many Airy Rings he was forced to
purfue her; how fometimes (be tripped before him
in a pretty pitty-pat Step, and fcarce feemed to re-
gard the cow’ring of his Wings, and the many
awkard and foppifh Contortions into which he put
his Body to do her Homage: it made me refleét upon
my own Youth, and the Caprices of the Fair, but
fantaltick Teraminta. Often have | wifhed, that I
underftoed the Language of Birds, when Thaveheard
him exert an eager Chuckle at her leaving him; and
do not doubt, but that he muttered the fame Vaws
and Reproaches which [ often have vented again(t
that unrelenting Maid.

The



TheSight that gateme the moft Satisfa&ion, wasa
light of young Birds, under the Condu¢t of the I'a-
tirer, and indulgent Directions and AfliRancc of the
Dam._ | ok particutar-Notice ot a Beau Gold fuch,
wno was picking his Plomes, pruling his Wings,

and, with great Diligence, adjulting all his gaudy

Garpiture. “When" he*had equipld.. himfelf- with
great Tritnnefs and Micety, he ftretched his painted
Neck, which feemed to brighten with new Glow-
ings, and (trained his Threat into many wild Notes
and natural Mclody.- He-then ew about the Neft
in feveral Cireles, and Wiandings, and invited his
Wife, and Children into open Air. dt.was very en-
tertaining co feethe trembling, and the fluttering of the
little -Strangers, at their tirlt Appearance in the
World, and the ditferent Care of the Male, and Fe-
male Parent, fo fujtable to their feveral Sexes. I
could not take my Eye quickly from fo entertaining
an Objeét; nor could I help wilhing, that Creatures
of a fuperior Rank, would fo manifeft their mutual
Attetion, and fo chearfully concurr in providing
for their Off-(pring.

I halt conclude this Tattle about the Spring,
which I ufually call ¢he Yoxth, and Health of the Year,
with (e Verfes which I tranfcribe from a Manu-
feript Poem upon Hunting, The Author gives Di-
retions, that Hounds fhould breed in' the Spring,
whence he takes Occafion, after the Mmner of the
Ancients, to make a Digreflion. in Praife of that
Seafon. The Verfes, here fubjoined, are not all
vpon that Subje&; but the Tranfitions {lide fo ea-
fily into one another, that I knew not how to leave
off; till I had writ out the whole Digreffion,

In Spring, let loofe thy Males. Thenall Thingsprove
The Stings of P/exgitre, and the Pangs of Love .
eLthersal Jove then glads, with genial Showers,
Earth’smighty i#om$,andffrows ber Lap with Fiowers,
Hence Fuices mount, and Buds, embolden’d, try
MNore kindly Breezes, and afsfter Sky:

Kind Venus revels. Hark! on ev’ry Bough,

In lulling Strains the feather'd ”’arﬁer: woo.

Fell Tigers [often in th’infeTious Flames,

And Lions, fawning, conrt their brinded Dames :
Great Liove pervades the Deep; to pleafe his Mate,
The ii‘bale, 1n Gambols, muves bis monfirons Weight |
Heav'd by bis Wayward Mirth old Ocean roars,
And fcatter’d Navies balge on diftant Shores.

All Nasure fimniles; Come now, nor fear, my Love,

¢ Totaftethe Odours of the 1¥00d-bine Grove,

Zo pafs the Evensng Glooms, in barmlefs Play,
And, [weetly fwearing, langui/b Life away.
Ai ’A/mr, bound with pecent Flowers, I rear
To Thee, beft Seafon 0141:(: varions Year;

All bail! fuch Days s beanteous Order ran,

So fuft, fo fweet, when firfk the World began,
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In Eden’s Bowers, when Man’s great Sire aﬁgﬁ'}
The Names, and Natures of the brutal Kind.
Then Lamb, and Lion friendly walk’d their Round;
And Hares, undaunted, Iicgd the fondling Hound,

Wondroas to tell! But when, with lucklefs Hand,

Qur darfng Mother broke the [ole Command,

Then Want, and Envy brought their Meagre Train,
Thenlrathcame down, and Death hadleave toreign :
Hence Foxes earth’d, and Wolves abborr’d the Day,
And bungry Churles enfnar’d the nightly Prey,

Raude Aris at firfk ; but witty Want refin’d =
Tbe Huntfman’s Wiles, and Famine form'd-she Mind,

Bold Nimrod firf# tbe Lion’s Trophies wore,
The Pantber bound, and lannc’d the briftling Boar ;

He.zaught to turn the Hare, to-baytbe.Deer,

And wheel the Conrfer in his mid Carreer :

Ab! had be tbere refirain’d bis Tyrant Hand!

Let me, ye Pow'rs, an bumbler Wreath demand.,
Ne Pomps 1 ask, which Crowns and Scepsres yield,
Nor dang’rous Lawrels in the dufly Field,

Faft by the Forreft, and the limpid Spring,

Gisve me the Warfare of the H/vods to fing,

To breed my, Whelps, and healthful pre(s the Game,
A mean, inglorious, but a guiltle[s Name.
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