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fl A VI N G already lhewn t w ,he Fancy i 
affected by the Works of N nture, and aftcr
wards coafidered in general both the Works 
of Nature ami of Art, how they mu

tually affi{l and compleat each other, in forming fuch 
Scenes and Profpecl:s ti arc moft :ipt to delight 
the Mind of the Beholder, _I fllall ill this faper 
throw together fome Rdle6hoas oa that Part1�ular 
Art which has a more immediate Tendency, thno 
any' other, to produce thofe p�imary Plcafu.res of 
the I�inacion, which have hither o bee� the Sob
jea of tnis Difcourfe. The Art ! ,mean IS t�at of 

j Architcclure, which I ihatr confider only with re
gard to the Light in which the for going Specula
tions h:iv-e placed it, ithout eotrirrg into thofe Rules 
and Mnims which thG great Mailers of Archi-

\• ' teaur� hav laid do n, and ex�l�ined at large in 
.numbcrlefs l"reatie upon that SubJea. 

Grea'nefa, in the Worh of Arch:reaure, may be 
confidercd a rel-ating to the Bulk aod ody of thc
Struclnre, or -to the Manner in which tt is built. 
As fur th firfi, we find the Antients, efpeciall'y a
mong the Eafiero Nations of the orld, iofioitely 

f - fuperior to the oderns. 
Not to mention the To er of Bai I, of which 

an old Author fays, there w re the . oundatios>£ to 
be feen in his time, hicb loo ed like a Spaciou 

ouotain; whac coulg be more noble than the 
Walls of Bpbylon, its ha-nging Gardens, and it Tem
ple to j-t,pitcr Be/ru, thiir rofea Mite h"gh by Eight 
fi eral tories, each Story a.Furlong in Height, and 
on the op of which was the Babylonian Obfervato• 
ry? I miiht here, like ife, take N • • of I h,, � 
Rock that was cut into the Figure of S miram.u, 
with the fi:115ll r Roel s that lay l:iy it in the Shape 
of Tributary King�; r: Prodigious Bafia, or arti
ficial Lake, which took 1 1 the wh le Euphrates, till 
fuch time as a new Canal was formea for its Re
ception, with the feveral Trenches through which 
toat River was conveyed. I know thercare Perfons 
who look upon fome of thefe Wonders of Art as 
Fabulaus� but I cannot find �ny Grounds for fuch 
a 5uf picion 'lll}lefs it be thet we have no fuch Worb 
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Par ofthe World, than have been met with ever 
finee. The Earth wascxtreamly fruitful, Men lit--
cd enerally on PaftQtage, which requir�s much 
fmaller number of Hands than l\gr1cttl�re: There 
w..ere few Trades to employ the bufie art of Man
kin , and fewer Arts and Sciences to givc'Work 
to Men of Speculative T cinpers; and what is more 
than all the reft, the Prince was abfolnte; fo th:it 
when he went ro War he pu� imfelf at the- Head 

ole Peopte : As we finrl Semiramis lea.ding 
l'e_ t'\te illion, co theFie1d, nod yet oveFpowcr'd 
� mber of her Enemies. 'Tis no wonder, 

her , when !be was 11t Peace, and turned her 
oghts an, Building, that !be could accomplifh 
ceat Works with fuch a prodigious Multitade 

o abourers : Beftdes th ia her Climate, tllere

wasfmal1 fnterruption of Frolts 4nd inte , which 
make the Northern orkmen lit. half the t!ar die 
J might meetion roo, am ng the Benefits of the Cli
mate, what J1ifiorian fay c,f ihe Earth, tbat it� eat
eli out a Bicurnen or nattital kind f Mortar, whic 
is doubtlefs the fame wltl th mentioned io f..Joly 
Wric, as contributing to the Struclure of Eab,/. 
Slime t!Ny ufed in.fluid <Jf Mortar. 

In EgJft we fiill fee thci P ramids, which an
fwer t0 the Dcncriptions that :�ave be n made of 
them ; and I quefiion' not but' a Tr�v tier might 
find out fome Remains o the Labyrinth that co� 
vered :i whale Provine , and had a huodr d Temple1 
difpofrd among its fevend Quarter· and lvifi<>�s. 

The Wall of,China is one of thefe fufrerrt Pieces, 
of 11agnilice11ce, which makes a Figure even in 

.the Map of th World, altho an Account of i.t
ould have been tho1rght Fabu!0US' were not the , 

'\, all it fc lf ft'J extant. 
vV e obnged to Devotion fur the co left Bnild- ' 

ing ,, that ha�e :id.oroed the (ev ral Countries ?f the 
\Votld. 1t is "this th�t h�s fet Men at ork pn 
Temples and Publick lace of Wor(hip, not a-ply 
that they might, by the Magnifi ence o( the Build
ing; illvite the Deity ro rdide \Vithin it, but tha 
fuc;h ftupcnd u� Works might, .at the fame t1m�; 
open.. the Mirrd to vafl Conception , and tit it to 
cooverfe with the Divinity of the Place: E r eve.
ry thing that is Majeftick, imp-iots an Awfullneis 
aod R,everence on tbe Mind of the B holder, a 
!hikes i,i with the NJtorar Greatnefs of the Soul. 

In the Second place we are w confider Gr.eatne(I 
.c ;i,r 

• A h' o. ..., • h r. h ti' • • 
OJ .;i., ,er m :-: 1t i:. ... , �""' 1uc or�e'up-
on the [magin:itio_n, that a fmall Building, where it 
appears, <hall give the Mind nobler Ideas than one 
of twen'ty times the Bolk, wher the Manner is or
�inary or little. Thus1 perhnp , a Man would ha � 
been more a!lonifhed with the Ma· ffick Air tha 

J appeared in one of Protogme/s �t tues- of AlexMJder, 
tho' no bigger thim the Life, than he might have 
been with Mount Atbos, had it been cut into the 
Figure of the Heroe, according t<> the Propofal of 
.PhidiaJ, with a River in one Hand, and a ·City in 
the other. 

Lee any one re6c� on the Difpofition of Mind 
he finds in himfelf, at his .firfi Entrance into the 
Pantheon at Rome, and how his lmaginati.on is fill
ed with fomething Great and Amazing; and, at the 
fame time, confider how litcie, in proportion, he is 
affecled with the Iofide of a Gi.1},frk Cathedral, tho' 
it be five tigies larger th�n the other-, which c,an a
rife from nothing elfe, but the Greatncfs of the Man
ner in the_one, anfi the Mean::efs in tho other. 

I have- feen an Obfervation upon this Subject 1n 
a French Author, which very much pleafed me. it
is in Monfieur Freart's ,Parallel of the Ancient anft 
M_od�11 Architectore. I iball give it the Reader: 
with the fame T erms of Art which he has made-uJe
of. 1 am 1Jhfn-1Jinz (fays he) a tbi11g whith iJ} my
Opinion, is -very curio1u, wh111ce it pro&eeds> 'that 111 
t/,t fame 'f.ll<mlitJ of S;tperjuits,tllt ont Manner ftem; 
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k:tae al•agnlflccnt, aud the otl:,,rpoor and erifling ; 
1he Rtdfon is fine and uncommon. ff, • then, 'that to 
i11tr0Juce into Architell1tte this Gra11de11r "f Man
n�r, we ought fa to prqceed, that the Di11ifion of the ...
Pri11,iJ>"JMm1berJ ef the Ordi:r may cM/1/1 but of few 
Parts, .:th11t they be all great a11d of a bold a11J am
ple R,/ie_1.11,, '!"" Swell,ag ; and that th� Eze, behold
ing nothmg little "nd mea;,, th lmagmat1on may be 
more vigortmfly toNchcd and affected with the Ul'urk 
lhot fla,,d-1 before it. For Example ; In a Cor11ice, if 
the G.ol" or Cjnalir1m of the C oron11, the oping, t'he 
lrl(Jdil/ions fir DenteJli, make a nq/,/e Show by their 
gracefnl Projelliu,u, if W!! fl e n&ne of th ordinary 
Conftt}ion which is the Reft,lt of.. ehofe lieele (,a1JJttet, 
011arter l<.ouuds of1be .Aftragal, and l lmfl'tJJ not h� 
�111 other imer ningled l.> art:cular s, which pr11d11ee 110 
cffell in gre"t @dn:4,({y Works, and which very ,m
profttablJ) 'f al<e up Fla !o the prej11dice of the Princi
p(l/ Member, it is mf!J,. ce1 ,,ai» th.1t thiJ Mannerwi/J 
apeear...-S•lem11 m1d Great , ..s or. the contrary, tbat 
w,I/ have b.nt a poor and rne� ;},jfec:1, where there 
is a Redu11dm1ey of Jhofa Jm,aii.:r Ornaments, which 
droide and jcatter the An_gics of the ight ;neo [tech a
Mu/.t,itude of Rap ,fo-preJJed togelher that the whole will 
appear but a (.'pnJi,fi ... 

A1noog nU tbc f lg!,lrc in Architeaure, there are 
none ,hat have a grea _ r Air than the Conc:..ve and 
the �onv1:1 ; and we fin in al l the Ancient and 
Modem Archie aure, a wel l in the remole P rts 
of C.hi,,a a in Countries nearer home, that round 
PiUars and Va· lted Roofs make a gr at part oi thofe 
BuiJdiogi which are dcfigned for --Pomp and ! ng- . 
n ificence. The Reafoa l take to be, becaufit in th Ce 
Figures we geue,;al ly  fee more of the Body tha in 

, thofe f other· Kinds. There are, indeed, Figure: ., 
of Uod1es, where the Eye may take in two Thirds 
of the Surfac ; but as in fuch Bodie the ight m !l: 
fplit upon fever 1 A□gl s, it doe not ta e I one 
uniform Idea, bot feveral e of the fame kind. 
Look upon the' Outfide o Dom�, your Ere half 
furr u ds it ; look up ,inco he l nfide, aqd at one 
Glance you have all th rofp & of it ·; the entire 
Conc:ivity falls into your y' at on e, the_ Sight be
ing as the Center that c0.11 ai. an gJUhers int it 
rhe Lines of the wh I Circumfereace : In a quare 
Pil lar, the Sight ofter:. 1. e in but a Fourt part qf 
the Surface, and, in . q w Concave, mu ft move 
up-, aad do wn to tbe different ides, before it is 
Malter of all the inward Surfac . For t is eaii n,  
t!ie Fancy i in.finitely more frruck with the view ef 
the opep .t\ir, and Skies, that palfe through an Ar.ch, 
than wh:.t comes through a Square, or any other 
Ffgur . Tl c Figure of the Rainbow does not con
tri6ute I ·ii to its Beauty, than the Colours, as it is 
very Poetically defcribcd by the Son of Siraclq : L ol 
11pon t/Je Rainbou,, 1111d praife him that mad� it ; 
'Very bea11tif1tl ii is in itJ Brightnefa ; ;, encrmz_pajfes 
the Htavms with a Glorio11s Cir.de, and the H,1nds 
•f the Almighty have benrud it. ,,,. 

Having rho fpoken of- that Greatnefs whtch
affeds the Mind in Architeaur�, I might ne:t 
1hew the P)eafitre that arifea in the Imaginati
on from w�u· appears new, and beautitu l  in 
di1 Art ; but a, every Beholder has naturally 
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a greater T,a{le of tbefc two Perfections in eve
ry Bnilding which offers it ielf to his View than 
Qf that which I have hitherto confidered, f flta.11 
not trouble my �er with any Refledions upon 
it. ft is fuflr ·ent for my prefcnt purpofe, to -ob
ferve, that ,fnh�r aothing in this whole Art which 
pleafes the Imagination, but as it is Great, Untom-: 
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