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'l'o be continued on TUESDAYS and SATVRDA vs. 

T U ES D A Y, May 8, 1750. 

Et quando uherior Vitiorum Copia? ff2Jfondo 
Major Avaritice patuit Sinus ? Alea quando 

- Hos .Animos? Juv. 

H E R E is no Grievance, publick or 
private, of which, fince I took upon 
me the Office of a periodical Monitor, 
I have received fo many, or fo earneil: 

Complaints, as of the Predominance of 

Play ; of a fatal Paffion for Cards and 
Dice, which feems to have overturned, not only the Am­
bition of Excellence, but the Defire of Pleafure, to hav 
extingui!h d th Flames of the Lover, as well as of the 
Patriot ; and thr.eatens, in its further Progrefs, to deftroy all 
Diftinltions, both of R nk and Sex, to crulh all E1nulati­

on, but that of Fraud, to corrupt all thofe Claffi s of our 
People, whofe Anceftors have by th ir Virtu , their 
Induftry, or their Parfimony, giv n them the ower of 

living in Extr agance, Idlenefs, and ice, and to leave 
them without Knowledge, but of the modiih Game , and 

without Wifhes, but for lucky Hands. 
I HA v E found, by long Experi nee, t11at ther are few 

Ent rprifes fo hopelefs as Contefis with the Faihion, in 
which the Opponents are not only mad confident by 
their. umbers, and ftrong by their Union, but ar harden­
ed by Contempt of their Antagonift, whom they alway 
look upon as a Wretch of low otions; contract d Views; 
1nean Converfation, and narrow Fortune, who en ies the 
Elevations which he cannot reach, who would gladly im­
bitter the riappin fl hich his Obfcurity, his Inelegance 
or hi Indigence deny him to p rtake, and who has no o­

thct En in his Advice, thanrto revenge his own 1\1ortifica-

4/n.;" 17'��4 &/d '2;:..·/. ,.__,, rL//� y�• 
'-�, �4 ,f, � 1z._��1..J ✓d � .,,_/��­

� t'/-� k..o7-vf-/'!� f 

T I-I E 

e 

V 

, 



86 T H E R A M B L E R. 

• t h" der thofie whom their Birth and Tafle have t1ons, o m , 
. . . fet above them, from the Enjoyment of their Supenonty, 

and to bring them down to a Level with himfelf. 
TH O u G H I have never found myfelf much affected by 

this formidable Cenfure, which I have incurred often enough 
to be acquainted with its full Force, yet I fl,a�l, in fo':'e 
Meafure, obviate it on this Occafion, by offering very lit­
tle in my own Name, either of Argument, or lntreaty, 
fince thofe who foffer by this general Infatuation may be 
fu ppofcd beft able to relate its Effects. 

S IR, 

T
H E RE feems to be fo little Kno"'.ledge lefr in the 
World, and fo little of that Reflexion practifed, by 

which Knowledge is to be gained, that I am in doubt, 
whether I (hall be underftood, when I complain of want of 
Opportunity for Thinking; or whether a Condemnation, 
which at prefcnt feems irreverfible, to perpetual Ignorance 
will raife any Compallion, either in you, or your Readers: 
yet I will venture to lay my State before you, becaufe, I 
believe, it is natural to moft Minds, to toke fame Pleofure 
in complaining of Evils, of which they have no Rcafan 
to be a/hamed. 

I AM the Daughter of a Man of great Fortune, whofe 
Diffidence of Mankind, and, perhaps, the Plcafure of con­
tinual Accumulation incline him to refide upon his own 
Eflatc, and to educate his Children in his own Houfc, 
where I was bred, if not with the mofl brilliant Examples 
of Virtue before my Eyes, at leoft remote enough from 
any Incitement! to Vice ; and, wanting neither Leifure, nor 
];looks, nor the Acquaintance of fame Perfons of Learning 
in the Neighbourhood, I endeavour'd to acquire fuch Know­
ledge es might mofl recommend me to Efleem, ond thought 
myfelf able to fupport a Converfation upon mofl of the 
Suhjects, which my Sex, and my Condition, made it pro-
per for me to under.fl:and. 

I 11 AD, hofidcs my Knowledge, as my Mamma and 
my Maid told me, a very fine Face, and elegant Shape, 
and with all thefe Advantages had been fevcntecn Months 
the reigning Toaft for twelve Miles round, and never came 
to the monthly At1embly, but I heard 1he old Ladies that 
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fat by, wifhing that it might end well, and their Daughters 
criticifing my Air, my Features, or my Drcfs. 

You know Mr Rambler, tl1at Ambition is natural to 
Youth, and Curiofity to Undcrftanding, and, therefore, 
will hear, without \,Yonder, that I was defirous to extend 
my Viltorits over thofe, who might give more Hononr 
to the Conqueror; and that I found in a Country Life a 
continual Repetition of the fame P!eafures, which wa 
not fuflicient to fill up the Mind for the Prefent, or raife 
any Expectations of the Future ; and, therefore, [ will 
confefs to you, that I was impatient for a Sight of the 
Town, and, filled my Thoughts with the Difcoveries 
which I lhould make, the Triumphs that I !hould obtain, 
and the Praifes that I /hould receive. 

AT !aft the Time came. My Aunt, whofe Hu/band 
has a Seat in Parliament, and a Place at Court, buried her 
only Child, and fent for me to fupply the Lofs. The 
Hope that I /hould fo far infinuate myfelf into their Favour, 
as to obtain a confidernble Augmentation of my For­
tune, procured me every Convenience for my Departure, 
with great Expedition; and I could not, amidfi all my 
Tranfports, forbear fame Indignation to fee with what Rea­
dinefs the natural Guardians of my Virtue fold me to a State, 
which they thought more hazardous than it really was, as 
foon as a new Acee/lion of Fortune glittered in their Eyes. 

TH REE Days I was upon the Road, and on the fourth 
Morning my Heart danced at tl,e Sight of London. I was 
fet down at my Aunt's, and enlered upon the Scene of 
Action. I expected now, from the Age and Experience 
of my Aunt, fame LeiTons of prudential Conduct; but, after 
tl,e firft Civilities, and firfi Tears were over, was told, what 
Pity it was to have kept fo fine a Girl fa long in the Coun­
try; for that People, who did not begin Young, feldom dealt 
their Cards handfomely, or played them tolerably. 

YOUNG Perfons are commonly inclined to /light the 
Remarks, and Counfels, of their Elders. I fmiled, perhaps, 
with too much Contempt, and was upon the Point of tell­
ing her, that my Time had not been pafi in fuch triviaJ;At­
tainments. But I foon found that Things are to be efiimated, 
not by the Importance of their Effects, but the Frequency of 
theirUfe 
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A FEW Days after, my Aunt gave me notice, that fame 
Company, which /he had been /ix Weeks in collecting, was 
to meet that Evening, ond /he expected a liner Affembly 
tbon had been feen all the Winter. She ex pre/Ted this in 
the Jargon of a Game/1:er, and, when I a/ked an Explication 
of her Terms of Art, wondered where I had lived. I bad 
already found my Aunt fo incapable of any rational Con­
clulion, ond fo ignorant of every Thing, whether great or 
little, that I had loll: all Regard to her Opinion, and drefs­
ed myfelf with great Expeclations of an Opportunity to dif­
play my Charm& among Rivals, whofe Competition would 
not di/honour me. The Company came in, and after the 
cur�ry Compliments of Salutation, alike eafy to the Jowell: 
os the highefl: Under/1:anding, what was the Refult? The 
Cards were broke open, the Parties were formed, the whole 
Night pa/Ted in a Game, upon which the Young and Old 
were equally employed ; nor was I able to attract an Eye, 
or gain an Ear, but beingcompdled to play without Skill, I 
perpetually embarra/fed my Partner, and foon perceived the 
Contempt of the whole Table gathering upon me. 

I CANNOT but fufpec.1:, Sir, that this odious Fafi1ion is 
produced by aConfpiracy of the Old, the Ugly, and the Ig­
norant, againfi the Young and Beautiful, the Witty andGay, 
as a Contrivance to level all Difl:inc.1:ions of ature and of 

Art, to confound the World in a Chaos of Folly, to take from 
thofe,, who could outfl1ine them, all the Advant gcs of 
Mind and Body, to withold Youth from its natural Plea­
fures; deprive Wit of its Influence, and Beauty of its Charms, 
to fix thofe Hearts upon Money, to which we have hitherto 
been entitled, to link Life into a tedious Uniformity, and to 
allo,1; it no other Hopes, or Fears, but thofe of robbing, and 
being roobed. 

B.E pleafed, Sir, to inform thofe of my Sex, who have 
Minds copable of nobler Sentimfnts, that, if they will unite 
i.n Vindication of their Pleafures and their Prerogatives, they 
may /ix a Time, at which Cards /hall ceafe to be in Fafl1ion, 
cir be left only to thofe, who have neither Beauty to be lov­
ed, nor Spirit to be feared; neither Knowledge to teach, 
por Modefl:y. to learn, and who, having pa/Ted their Youth 
ln Vice, are ju/1:ly condemned to fpend their Age in Folly. 
• 

1 nm; S I R, &c. CLEORA. 

N• 15. THE RAMBLER. 

S 1 R, 

V
EXATION will bur/1: my Heart, if I do not 

give it vent. As you publi/h a Paper, I infill: upon 
it, that you infert this in your next, as ever you hope for 
the Kindnefs and Encouragement of any Women· of Ta/1:e, 
Spirit, and Virtue. I would have it publilhed to the World, 
how defcrving Wives are ufed by imperious Coxcombs, 
that henceforth. no \Voman may marry., who has not the 
Patience G>f Grizzel. Nay, if even Grizzel had been marri­
ed to a Gamefl:er, her Temper would never have held 
out. A Wretch that lofos his good Humour and Huma­
nity along with his Money, and will not allow eoough 
from his own Extravaga�es to fupport a \Voman ofFalbi­
on in the neeelfary Amufemems of Life.-Wl,iy cl= not 
he employ his wife Head tQ make a Figure in P'lrliament, 
raife an Efiate, and get a Title? That woulc! be 6tter for 
the Ma/1:cr of a Family, than rattling a noify D(ce Box; 
and then he might indulge his Wife in a few llight Ex­
pences and elegant Diver/ions. 

VI" A T if I was unfortunate at Brag? -lhould lie oot 
have /laycd to fee how Luck would turn another Time 1 
Infl:ead of that, what does he do, but picks a �rrel, 
upbraids me with lofs of Beauty, abufes my Acquaintance, 
ridicules my Play, and infults my Underfl:ancling; fays, for­
footh, tbot Women have not Heads enough to play with 
any Thing but Dolls, and tliat they /hould be employed 
in Things proportionable to tl1eir Underfl:andiag, keep at 

Home, and mind family Affairs. 

I Do 11:ay at Home, Sir, and all the Town knows I 
am at Home every Sunday. I have had /ix Routs this 
Winter, and fent out ten Packs of Cards in Invitations to 
private Parties. As for Manogement, I am fure he can­
not call me extravagant, or fay I do not mind my Family. 

The Children are out at Nurfe in ViUages as cheap as any 
two little Brats can be kept, nor have I ever feen them 
lince; fo he has no Trouble about them. The Servants 
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live all at Board Wages. My own Dinners come from the 
'I hatch' d Houfe ; and I have nev r paid a Penny for any 
Thing I have bought fince I was married. As for Play, I 
do think I may, indeed, indulge in that, now I am my 
own Mifirefs. Papa made me drudge at Whift 'till I was 
tired of it; and £ r from wanting a Head, Mr Hoyle, when 
be had not given me above forty Leffons, faid, I was one 

of his beil: Scholars. I thought then with myfelf, that, if 
once I was at Liberty, I ould leave Play, and take to 
reading Romances, Things fo forbidden at our Houfe, and 
fo rail at, that it was impoffible not to fancy them ve­
ry charming. Moft fortunately, to fave me from abfolute 
Undutifulne.G, juft as I was married came dear Brag into 
Failiion, and ever fince it has been the Joy of my Life; fo 
eafy, fo chearful and carelefi, fo void of Thought, and fo 
genteel! Who can help loving it? Yet the perfidious 
Thing has ufed me ery ill of late, and to-morrow I 
fhould have changed it for Faro. But, Oh ! this detef­
table to-morrow, a Thing al ways expected, and never 
found.- ithin this few Hours muft I be dragged into the 

ountry. The Wretch, Sir, left me in ;a Fit, hich his 
Threatnings had occafioned, and unmercifully ordered a 
Poft-Chaife. Stay I cannot, for Money I have none, and 
Cred.it I cannot get--But I will make the Monkey play 

id me at Picquet upon the Road for all I want. I am 
almofi fore to beat him, and his Debts of Honour I know 

he ill pay. Th n who can t 11 but I may frill come 
back and conquer Lady Packer. Sir, you ne d not print 
this laft Scheme, and, upon fc cond Thoughts, you may 
-- Oh Diftraetion ! the Pofi-Chaife is at the Door. Sir, 
publi{h , hat you will, only let _ it be printed without a 

ame. 

L ONDON: 

Printed'for J. PAY E, and J. BO QUET, in Pater-nofter-Row;

where Letters for the R . M B L E R are r ceiv d, and the preceding

wn b rs may be had.
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