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OBSERVATOR,

The Varieties, a»d Latitude of Diffent. The Quality, and Danger of iz. Schifm
always Implys Sedition. Tenderne(s on the One fide is Cruelty os rhe Other.
Men are apt to Confound the Crime, and the Perfon.

Lhurlday, September 25. 1684.

TRIM-x 7 Ou were upon the Chapter of Dillent,
MER, Y ye know : And if y’ave any thing more
to fay upon That Subje&, ’m ready to Hear It.
OBSERVATOR. There isa Dyffent, by whichis
Intended, a Differing Perception thatSeverall Men have
of the Same Thing: As when we fay in Common Speech;,
3ols are of One Dpinfon, and  amof Another : And
T his Diffent ,takenat Large, Extendsto Al Marters
that fall within the Compafs ofa Deliberative Dif-
courfe, or Debate. As Divinity, Philofophy, State, Go-
vernment 3 and What not ? Now as to this Diverfity
of Thought ; (tboug,h Erroncous) if the Perfuafion be
Infupérable ; And it the Perfon under that Afiftake,
keeps his Fudgment to fimfelf, without Exerting the
Mallji}niry, and the Poyfon of it, in fuch manner as to
Sked Any Ewil Influence upon the Publigue: Thus
far,] fay,fuch a Diffent is not to be Jmputed as a Crime;,
nor is thereany Danger of Propagating Mifchief in
the Confequences of it - 1 only tell you This, to Obvi-
ate the Common Objection, that Diffenters are Punifb’d
for a Diverfity of Fudgment whichthey Gannot Help:
The Lamw can lay no more hold of a Falfe Principle,or
Opinion, then the Common Hangman can do, of the
Soil of a Malefaltor : The- Penalry is Political, and
without Praétice, or Publication, there’s nothing for
the Civil Magiftrateto Work upon. Now there are
fome Opinions, that are Ewil in the very Conception of
them: As Heterodex, or Heretical, for the Purpofe;
Or fuch perhaps as Tend to the D:ffobving of Publigue
Order,or tothe Hazzard, and Difhonour of either
Church, ov State : And Thefe, by Communication, come
to be as well Criminal as Pernicions : For when the
Malice, or the Obliguity of the Whought, fhews it felf
in. ddtion, *tisno longer a Miftaken Notion ; Buta
Prattical, and a Proveable Tranfgreffion, againft the
Rule of the Government : And men are Pum(h’d for
their Contumacy, ot Difobedience, not for their Fudg-
ment. But the Diffenr that 1 fpeak of, is yetof a Nar-
rower Profpeft ; And witha Regard, purcly tothe
Inconformity of the Schifm 3 to the People that Deno-
minate themfelves of the Church-of-England, accord-
ing to the 39 Arricks; And yet break Communion,
upon Pantillo's of Rites, and Difcipline. It is not my
Bus’nefs to Expofe the Doétrines wherein they Differ,
both from the Church, and from One 4nother among
Themfelves : But to make Good what I have fo often
Inculcatedto you; That they do not Separate from¥s,
upon Any Colowr of Coxfciencions Scruple, but Meerly
for the _4dvantage (under That Prerext) of Forming
a Confederacy againit the Stare. They Cannot Com-
ply withthe Orders of the Church, Though the Ho-
aour, and the Security of the Government dependina
Great Meafure upon That Conformity : Befide the
Tyes of Lamw, and Duty,Over and Above. And what’s
the Bus’neff, more then Thes? They cannot Submit
to tlie Tmpofition of Things Indifferent ; for they be-
kome Uniawfull, they fay, by being Commanded.
Thof¢c Cavills colt us Al the Miferies of the Late Re-
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bellion 5 And yet when King, Church,and People, Reli-
gion, Libertses, and Prepertses, are All at Stake upon’t,
they Cannot do Thofe Things, under the Command,
and Aurhority of a Law, which They Themfelves Ac-
knowlege, they Could, and World have-done, without
it. Pray will you Obferve now, how their Confei-
ences Work, the Other way. They cannot Foy» with
the Church,thouzh for theidefechation of the Church,
Even fo much asin a Ceremony ; but they can Foyzn
One with Another,toward the Deltrufon of theChurch,
A Hundred, and Fifty Sefts of them: And under
the Colosr of Religion too ; Though of Perfuafions
as Oppofite, as the Eaft is to the iVeft ; And Every Di-
JFinét fore of them, Pafling an Anathema upon his Fel-
low. So that they make a Confcsence of doing What
they @ugltto do, and No Cunfcience at all of doing
what they Ought jRot to do; And their Scruples have
Manifeftly, no Other End, then the Croffing of the
Law, in Things Commanded, as well as in Things
Forbidden. The thing thev Quarrel at in the Com-
mand, is the making of Things Jadifferent to be Ne-
ceffary ; and their Exceprion tothe Probibition, isthe
Barr that it puts upon Chuiftian-Liberty. Now Any
Father would take it Il to be Anfwer'd thus by his
Children; Or Any Maffer of a Family, to be thus
Treated by his Servants, The Centurion in the Gofpel
that had Soldiers under him, could fay to This Man, Go,
and he Goeth ; and-to Another Come, and he Cometh
and to his Servant, Do This, and be Doth jt : But the
King is Denied That _Authority over his People, which
One of his Subjects has over Another. Herc’s the Con-
Jeience of Obedsence dire(tly Inverted, whers the very
Tommand Difchargesthe Mutp. And then ’tisa Hor-
rible Abufe that’s put upon the World, under the
Notion of Chriftian Liberty : Which is commonly
Underftood; as if Men that call themftlves Chrifts-
ans, had fome Particular Frivileges of Exemption from
the Authority, and Furifdiction of the Civil Power.
Whereasthe Liberty there Intended,has no Refpect at
allto Thar Mater ;, and Chriftianity is, of All Profe/-
Jions, the Religion that moft Advances the Divine Right
of Kings : And upon the Severeft Penalties, Enjoyns,
and Requires Subjetts to be Dutifull to their Superiors.

Trim. *Tis a Hard Matter for a Man that Talks
much, to Confift allways with Himfelf. How often
have you given itas your Opinion, That there arc
Many @on(ciencfous Millenters ; Nay, That Ten for
One of ’em, have been Afiftaken with very Goon In-
tentfong! And yet, now the Peevifli Humonr takes
ye, There’s not Ore Grainof Sincerity or Religion,
in the Whole Party 5 But Thar which ey call Ton-
{cfence, is no better then -a Flat &editfon. Pray will
ye make This hold together if you can.

Ob[. By the Schifm, or Separation, that I {peak of ;
muft be Underftood, the Number of thofe, that either
withdraw from the Communion of the Church, into
Private, and Unlawfull Societies, and Congregations 5
Or elfe bring their Bodysto Church, for the Security



dftheir Perfons, and Effates, and leave their Hearts
behind them, in the Comventicles ; And thefe Sems-
Conformifts, while they talk of bringing-over the Dif-

enters to the Church, do all they can, to Incorporare
the Chiurch with the Schifm 5 and inftead of ‘Thefc
Catchmg a Tarear, the Tartar has Caught Thenmr. But
to the Bus’nef now ; You are here to Diftingusfh,
betwixt a Political Projeét; and the Scrupulous Pretext,
of the Schifm. The Republican Caball 1ays down this
for a Certain Truthy and-a Ground, that can never
Deceive them. Somany electecd as they can Pro-
cure, So many ffrfendg they are Sure of ; and they
have no Other way of Lifting, and Forming a Fattion,
then by Rangeing the True-Proteftant- Diffenters under
a Forreign Allegeance: For they are no fooner off;
Jftom the Church, butthey are gaintt it ; and, Ef-
fettually; whenthey are once Enter'd into That Inte-
reft, they are no longer his Majefties Liege-People; but
a fort of Humourfome, and Voluntary Slaves, to the
Patrons of Licenfe, and Difobedience. By this Means,
the ConSfiracy moves Gently on, under the Cownte-
nance, and Cloke of Conlcience, as the moft Pruden-
tial Coarfe they can Pitchupon, both for the Securing
of the Principalls, and for the Engaging of the
Muleitude.

Trim. Suppofe ] fhould give ye your own Saying
now ; and Grant, That what you call the Schifm,
was in the Original Intent.of it, an Artificial Contri-
vance, for the Preparing, and Difpofing of the People
to a Sedition. Will you have it tobe a Malscions De-
fign alfo in Thofe that are Aifled; and that Al
Their Dfentg are Seditions too ? Or how does this
Ramble help you out in your Contradittions, that
the Diffenters are, Many of them, Aen of Confcience,
and yet Sedstions, every Soul of ‘em, at the fame
time?

Obf. There are many Opinions,and Apprebenfions of
things, that men are apt to take-up, upon Treft,and
Hear[ay, without Computing , or Examining, the
Matter, whether it be Right, or Wrong; Good, or
Evil 5 True, or Falfe ; now this is not properly
Judgig, but Beliebing : And fuchaman may be re-
ther faid to bc of a {Pacty, thenof a Pec(ualion. The
Lef he Usnderftands of the Subject, in Queftspr, the
Fiercer is he in the Defenceofit, if he be ina Miftake:
And where Temerity, and Zeal, are Joyn’d with Ig-
siorance,.the Cafe is {till more Defperare. Thisdoes
not yet hinder, but that' there may be a very Good In-
rention, where there’s little or no Knowledge : And
many a Siimgple, Well- Meaning Man, makes as much 2
Con|cience of a Falfe Religion, or of a Falfe Principle,
as ofa True: Thisisthe very Point in hand. Religion
and Liberty arc the Pretext, while Rebellion, and Ty-
ranny are the Defign : Which Defign isto be brought
about, by Procuring a Schifmatical Revolt from the
Government, \What needs -there AMore now, for the
Gaining,of Thss End ;then to beget fucha Reverence
in the M lricnde, for the Cabal 5 that they fhall Zm-
plicirely_Relign themfelves up, to the Pleafure, and
Direétionof their Leaders? The People,in{uch aState
as This, have no Fadgment of their Own : They
Think, and Diffent, only by Witate,and Erample ;
They Imbibe Falfe Notions of things, and then Throw
Yem Ont-again. Now their Praétices are never the
Lefs Seditiors, fortheir Well-Meaning Miftakes : And
in One Word, they do the Work of the Fattion,
with a great many Good Morrows to his Majefty.

Trins, So that you'le put no Difference, I pe:-
ceive, betwixt Errors of Ignorance, accompany'd with
Piety, or Good Will; and thofc of Malice.

ObJ. They may be more Venial in the Perfon ofthe
Offender, but they are Egually Intolerable, witha Re-
fpect to the Church and State: And ’tis utterly Im-
poffible, for any Government to Thrive, that Suffers the -
Canker of a Schifm, to ly Sucking at the Roor on’t. The
Poyfon of it is Mortal. Itbreaksthe Band of Usity :
It makes the Government,as A Houfe Divided againft
i# Self. It Dis’incorporates the Body-Politigue ; And fets-
up a Projeét of Confufion,to Subvert the very Order
of Providence it felf, The Expedients of Tolecation,
Comprehenfion, &c. are Remedies wor e then the Difeafe;,
and only the #iffons of Falfe Reafoning : For nothing
can more Auhorize’; or give more Reputation to @
Schifm, then to have a Government Stoop to't : Aswho
fhould fay ; Really the Gentlemen-Diffenters areinthe
Right : Or [ Indeed forfooth,They are a Mighty Pom-
ecfull actp, and we muft have a Care how we Proboke
them.] Can you fhew me a Third Colowr now, for a
Complyance with them : Or how ’tis Poffible to Grati-
fythem, without the Extreme Haztard of a Pub-
ligne Risine?

Trim. 'Tisan A& of Honoxr, and Charity, for the
Strong to bear with the Weak,

Obf. 'Tisan Al of Phrenzy, to Plead for Thas
Charitytoa Part, which tends fo manifettly to the
Deftruttion of the Wipole: "Tis no longer Charity,
but Facility,or Weakneft ; Naytis Cruelty ; to Indué"c
Offenders, to the Ruine of Honeft Men.” Where you
can Separate the Diffenter, from the Dillent, be as
kind to the Peclon asyou pleafe ; but have a Care
of Advocating for the Trine. Such a Man is a $pal-
ing %an,they fay : [ The Good Samatftan] is a Great
Word with’em. And what Jg This Healing, at laft;
buta Playftring of the Faition, and a Wounding ofthe
Government ? Or what does this Good Samaritan pre-
tend to do ? why he Tarnsthe Parable: The Govern=
ment fell among Thieves,and was Stript, and Wounnded.
Now comes Our Phantaftical Samaritan, and Powrs
Oyl into the Wounds of the Robbers, which is as much
as if he Threw Lime into the Eyesof the Governors.

Trim. You’l have no Compaffion then.

Obf. Yes Yes: But let the Compaffion begin with
the Government . And havea Care, that while you
Pirry thed@an, you do not plead for the Schifm. Ne-
ver call any thing Con(tfence, that ftrikes at the
Fonndations of Humane Sociery. Jgnorante is no
Ercule: And a Seditions Fool doesas much hurt,as
a Seditions Knave. This is a Thing, infine, that
you may reckon upon. £o manp Diffenters ag thete
ace, S0 manp Weapons ate there in the andg of Pub-
Ligue Enemies.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

The Account of the Manner of Executing a Writ of
Enquiry of Damages : Between his Royal Highnels James
Duke of ' York, &c. and Titus Otes. Which was Executed
at the Bar of the Court of Kings-Bench at Weftminfter,
on Wednefday the yoth of June 1684. in the Prefence of
the High-Sheriff of‘ Middlefex. Printed for Ben, Tooke at
the Ship in St. Pauls Church-Yard. 1684.

Quarles’es Emblems. Printed for John Williams at the
Sign of the Crown in St. Pauls Church-Yard. 1684,

London, Printed for Charles Brome, at the Gun in St. Pauls Church-yard.
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