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OBSERVA TOR.

Of a Catliwolique, asd o Proteltant. Of 4 Popilh Catholique, asd a Phanatical Prote-
fant. OFSchitin, a»d Sedition. Of Diflents, Curable, and Incurzble : Private and
Publique. Enthufialm 45 a Difeafe, and fisser for Phylick, then Councel.

Diffenters #ot Punilth’d for Opinion. :

4 WManYffgap,_ _S.e.pt;[-nber_u.. 1684.

TRIM-X 7 Ouare [ A Catholique ( you fay ) ac-
MER. Ycording 1o the Dottrine of the Chirch of
England Effablifld by Law: ] And This is your
Anfwer to the Peuny-Poft-Letter of Friday Laft, that
charges ye with [a Srequent Wincing of pouc Faith]
Now if yeu had amiud te be Franck, and Clear :
Why could not you as welk have fayd a [ PROTES-
TANI Jas a [ CATHOLIQUE?]

OBSERV Al UR. Becaufe thene Imports the True,
and Apaftvlical Religion : The "Torher (in Propriety of
Spraking ydenotes only a Particular Setk, or Fattion :
Or if youtake it at Large ; It breaks Chriltian Unity
120 a Fhoxfand Pieces. n (hoit ; We are §Rot Prose-
Pants;, According te the very lutent of the Appela-
nibn: Befide thatl had rather Own my felf a Difci-
ple of Fefus Chrift, then of Martin Luther.

Trim. Thisisonly a little Popery about the Brimms,
Prethee don't the Papifts call themftlves € ATHO-
LIQUES ¢

Obf. Yes. And don’t the Pharatiques call themfelves
PROTESTANTS? bButl amneithera Popifli Ca-
rholigue: all this while, not a Phanatical Froteftant.
Shail [ tell you how it is now, betwixt Yox and A ?
Towtake @y Caroliques, to be AN, Papiffs: And 1
take Pour Proteftants, 10 be All, Schifmatigues: SO
thatitbe Church of England is quite Loft betwixt us.
Tisa hard Cafe, for aman to be Call’d upon at e-
very Turn thus ;. to Show him{clt Naked, and: make
aPubligue Confeffion of his Faith, in an Obfervator.
And the Pleafure is ; to fec ‘Thoic People thatdon’t
fomuch as Beliche in @od, T hemfelves ; how AMighti-
ly Concern’d they areto know whether I'm a Prore-
Jtant or a Papift. ‘The Foint is Sedition 5 not Rsliyi-
on. The Schifmatigues are in a Confpiracy againlt the
Kings Perfon, and Government 5 And All this is long
of the Damn'd Papifts Prayingto Sasnzs. The Queftion
is-Buggery, Perjury, Subornation. &c. And the Ar:
fwer s, The Popes Infalibility : Purgatory 5 Fuftifi-
cation by Works, &c. Why wihiat Stuttis here !

Trim. M:thinks you fhould Cobble-up your Own
Blunders, before you fall upon Orber Peoples. The
Poinris not Weligion, you Cry ; And yet you laythe
Serefof i upon the Sehilm, asif Sehilm were not
a Queftion of Weliglon.

\Uff. The Schifm-is only a Religions Cover fora
Projeét of State, And a Denyal of the Kings Auhority
inMatters of Csvil Cognifance: That is. to fay; In
Cerwin Changeable Circemftances,relating Externaily,
to thie Order, and Decency of Gods Worflip; but whol-
ly: Abftrafted from Religion it Self 5 which isan Ob-
bigasion, and Dury, of a Sacred,a Perpernal, andan
Unchangeable Quality.

Tvim. The Circumftances that you [peak of, are
never the lefs Matter of Rellgion, to Thofe that Ac-
caunpthem {0 5 for §Rot being fo, perhaps, to o :
Ymniefs you will Oblige men to A& according to
Orher. Peoples” Confciencesy in Conrradiiion to -theic
Owne

Obf. If Men will Swallow Errops, as they do Lyeg;
And take down Falfe, & Groundlefs Opinions concern-
ing Bellgion, as they do Shams and Frivolous Sturies
in Matter of ffatt, without Chewing them; the M-
Jtake does no more make the One Error to be Conftf-
gnce, then the Orher to be Truth: And fo faris the
very Petext of Confcience, from @rruling the Faulr,
that it Doubleg it ; Where the Fudgment is AMifled
for want of Care, and Due Confideration.

Trim. To Shorten the Difpute ; We'le Suppofe the
Cafe as Clear as You Imagine it. Some People are
Mifled, perhaps, by Credility ; Others by Weakuefs ;
One Man is Overborn by his Paffions 5 Another, Tran/-
ported by his Jutereft ; Prepoffeffion goes a Great way

too ; Andinfinc ; *Tisa Large Step toward the Be-
lieving of Any thing, when we are Defirossto Have
it fo- And that we have a Good IVill toward the
Maintaining of a Paradox : But Thefc Inftances Apart;
What will you fay to Thofe Jncurable Dilents 5
Thofc Anluperable Fmprelions, and Pecluatons,
that Divide us in Our Opinions, One from Another, by
an Jnbincible fRecelity, that's Founded in the very
Frame, and Elementsof our Compofition ; Andas lim-
poffible ever to be Remov’d, asto turn the Cosrfe of
Nature into _Another Channel ? Difagreements, {0
Connatural to us, that you may as well Propofe to
Kneade the Whole Race of Manksnd, into One Bobp;
asto bring the Individualls tobe of One gQiny. 1€
This b True; One, and the Same Rule can never Oblige
All thofe people, that by rcafon of o Inconciliable a Ds-
verfiry of Whoughts, are bound to Govern themfelves by
Differing Meafures.

Ob/. 1will Allow ye, that there are Curable, and
Incurable Difagreements.” The Errors of the Former
are not to be Excus'd; And | have really a Great
Compaffion for the Misfortumes of the Lacter : But I
cannot fee any Reafon yet, why Thefe {3¢clonal /7-
felicities (hould Operare upon the Ffundamentalg of
Docietp, and Gobernment 5 for if All thofe Complexi-
onal Diffenes (hould be Indulg’d, the very Ordinance
of Power falls to the Ground : And ‘tisonly an Znde-
terminable Liberty, that can Obuviare All thofe Cafes,
Befide, that it were Derogatory to the ignftp of 2
Law, as well as Inconfiftent with the Wle, and Intene
of it, to Accommodate Thole Provifions, to Private,
and Parricular Cafes,which are Deligned purely for
the Regiment, and Tranquillicy of the Publique; And
Bffettually ; A Law {0 Reffrain’d,asto An{wer Your
Imaginaian of a Law to reach All Thefe Difficulries,
would be the Ereéting of @ne Lawto the Subvertin
of AN Dtbers ; Nay, and to the Deftruttion of it ﬁ)%
too : Foritwould be No Other, then the Enatting of
a Law,toProvide, that there may be fRo Lawatal :
So that upon the Tpfhor, Here's the Bus’nefs. Either
Some People muft Remain Unfatsfy'd, Or there mult
be {Ro Gobecnment : Butoverand above the Ruinous,
andthe lrreparable Tonlequences of Grarifying here

and there a Man, to the Confufion of the Whole: Do
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but look Narrowly into the Reafor of the Thing
And you willfind it a Cafefo Rare, and o Extrava-
gane, that it looks liker a ifeale, then a Sccuple.
And,by my troth,I believe it a Thing more Advifable,
to Plythe Pariene with Hellebore,then with Good Coun-
fel: For he has not the Leaft Colour to Support him-
felf upon,which is not Utrerly Deftruétive of the very
¥rame of the Polity. And the Authority of the Law it
felf, Stands,or Falls with his Argument. InOne Word,
The Man mull be Sick-Headed, that can but Enter-
tain, the very Fancyof it; Andabody might, with
as Good a Grace, Plead for Liberty of Confcience to
Fools, and Afad-Men : Briefly ; where neither Law,
Confcience, nov Reafon willdo any Good, €’en put ’em
into a Cotrfe of Phyfick,

“Trim, Trulythe Diffenters are Beholden to ye for
your Recommendations.

Obf. The Hypocondriagues, youmean ; for there is
a kind ofa Lefa Principia in the Cafe: And truly if
you take the mattera-right, they dre Beholdento Me :
For [¥ad-Man] isthe Belt thing youcan fay inthe
World, for one of Thefe Dark EnthuGalts.

Trim. Well ! And | hope you’d have ’em in

Chains i too.
. Obf. Why faith, when they are in their Firs, 'tis
good keeping ’em out of Harms-way. And thege’s
no Trufting of %em with Guns, or Edg-Tools neither.
Nay, and they muft be kept by Themfelves too: For
of all Pefts, Thatof Schifm, is Certainly, the molt
Contagions.

Trim. This is not Argument, but Animofity, and
pure Spite. Would you have men Punifh’d for what
they cannot help ?

Obf. \WWhy peoplc cannot help heing Sick, or Jfu-
tfoug ; Muft not Lepers therefore be kept out of Pub-
ligue Affemblys? Or muft not Men in a Raging Phrenzy,
be Bound ; and kept fromn Jfre, or Wleapong ; Be-
caufe they cannot $yelp it 7 We can no more help fuch
and fuch” Thougltg, then we can fuch and {uch j-
ftemperg. Now in All Thefe Pactfculac /nffances we
are to Confult the Good, and Safery of the WlYole :
And it is not the Queftion, whether 74is, or That Pri-
vere man’s Humonr, or Fancy, (for That’s the Englifl
of Thele Con/ciences) will bear fuch a Law ; but
whether Governmert it _[elf will bear fuch a Zibecty.
And to_fay the Twuhon’, molt People take their
View of 1his Cafe, by a Wrong Light. Alas! They
Cry, the Thing’s Jndifferent to the Government 5 but
“tis jRot fo to the Diffemer: And thenthey lay the
Streff ot the Salvation of Souls upon the Szzﬁreﬁ of
their Goverzors, vatlicr then part with a Habir, or a
Ceremony: As who fhould fay, You fee, Gentlemen,
Whoar Hards we are fal’n intg 5 that had rather Poor
People [lionld be Tramn’v, then Rate but One Hair of an
Qcbiccarp Fmpohitfon : Which is an Appeal, of the
Greatclt Reproch, and a Charge of the Extremeft Ri-
goury end Cruelty Imaginable. Now the Le(g Thés In-
differ n¢ Thing 1s, in it Self, the @eatet is the Jmpor-
tance, in the Confecuence, and the Conftruttive Value
ofit : Forit is not a ©mall Thirg Deny’dto the Sub-
fect : But it is a®reat Ihirg Deny'd to the Bagiltrate:
That i to fay,the Power of Jmpofing,even in ~ny Cafe
What foever = So that inftead of Saying, that che Law

te Hard upon the f:oplt, the Caufe of Complaine lies
on the Orher hand ; That rhe People will not Endure
the Law. And Then, you have the Reafon of the Mat-
ter fairly before ye,in Thes Refulr. The Wifdom of
the Goverumeit will not Endure the Diffenters ; The
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Singularity; or Stamach of the Diffenters, Oppofesits
felt, tothe Authoriryof the Law 5 Nay, to the Pewer
of Magiftracy it Self : For (as [ have fayd clfewhere)
Things Indiffevent arethe Subject of Humane Power ;
And if Authority cannot Impofe in Thole Cafes,neither
can it Operare in Anp Dther Wlhatloeber : So that All
our Laws againft Diffentcrs, arc Only Provifions for
the Securing Whig Government again{t the Common E-
nemies of QI Governments what foever : And now whe-
ther This Precantion, and Striétnef be Reafonable, or
Not, do you Judge.

Trim. 1f You’l pretend to bring the ®iEene under
the Penalty, (batelp asa Diffent ) tis a taking upon
ye to Pumifhaman for a Thought; And in (hort, for
Thinking That, which he cannot But Think,

Obf. No, there mult be Some @uuert g, to De-
clare, and Norify Thar Thought; And Witneffes,tothe
putting of the Maligniry of it, in Execution: So that
the Offender is Not Punifind for his @pinfon ( which
he Cannot Awvid) but for his Atfong; which he @9ap
and Cught to Avoid; Unlels he Believes that his
Judgment Difcharges him of his Allegeance. Infine ;
Ifan Jnvincible Error (as you putit ) fhall pretend to
a Privlledge, it Opens a Door tothe Toleration of Al
Per[uafions, and Prattices, without Exceprion ; And
*tis but for Every Delirguent, to fay, I am an(nﬂbig
of Thus or That Fudgment;and who (hall Difprove him#

Trim. Now y’are upon Zhss Subjett, Nobs; My-
thinksa opih Diffenrer thould ly asFair for your

Hand, as a Pyotetant Diffenter.

Obf. If | had been upon the Dogtcine of the Schifm,
asam u})on the Sedition of it; Popery fhould have
come in fora Share: But for Mee to run fo many
hundred Mile out of my Way,to get a Lafhat his FHo-
lynef 5 when [ have as much Work at Home, as I can
turn my hand to, would have been a very Jmpertinent
Excurfion. 1am upon the Text, youfee, of @fofl Obe-
dience ; And a Prattical Conformity to the Lawsofthe
Land, in Matters whereof the Secular Power has pro-
perly the Cognizance : So that Pope,Turk, Few,Pagan,
are All a-Cafc to Mee, upon Thss Topigue.

Trim. Why That'sitnow ! ‘"Twould be an Jm-
pectinent Ercurlion, you fay. Itlies our of your dliap,
it feems ; And ’tis a Subjeét quire Befides your. Bus’nefs,
*Faith, to give thee thy Due, 2Nobs, It has €ber been
fo. "Tis foat Prefent : And My Life for Thine,
thouw’lttake a Carethat it fhall $Reber be Orbermife.
Why will yenot deal Egually, betwixt the Papifts,
and the Diffentcrs: And Deliver your felf from the
Cenfure of a Popithy Dialg ?

Obf. Firft, I make Account that I have dealt E-
gually betwixt them ; where I have had any Fair Oc-
cafion to Meddle with the One as well as the Oher. I
never pretended to be a Stickler in Any Theological
Points, in difference, betwixt the Church of England,
and the Church of Rome ; and | have as Lirtle Con-
cern'd my fclf with the Erromeows Doélyines of the
Presbyrerians, Independents, Anabaptifts, and the Ocher
Tribes of the Schifm, as | havedone with the Tenents
of the Papifts. 2ly, How [ball I Deliver my [elf from
the Cenfure of a Popify Bialg, o long as Tam a True
Son of the Church of England : Which, by Our Com-
mon Abbec(acies paffes for Popifh too?

ADVERTISEMENT.

A Difcourfe againft Tranfubffantiation. Printed for Bra-

bazon Aylmer, at the Three Pigeons againft the Royal-

Exchange in Cornhil, and William Rogers at the Sun ovc5
againft St. Duaftans-Church in Fleet(trect. 1684.
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