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The Obfervator hes'Many Enemies ; :
Some Friends. His w1y of Procceding. ok
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TRiM-YF there were either Poft, or T lealute; OF ¢

MER.? ] Reputatfon, or MNulet to be got by’t: Nay
though'therc were nothing more in’c, then meer
Humour, Vanity, and Caprice 5 1f you had but any
Hopes yet of Carrying-it at Lajft 5 a body might finde
out [dme Lame Excuj%,or Other, for ye 5 Or at Leaf?,
givethe World the Qlihp, and the dadperefore of the
Bus™nefs. But to {pend ail your Days in an Unprof-
table Bawl : To make your Life, Tnealp 5 to Bar
Uyour felfthe Ordinary Comforts of friendg,and Con-
“freetdtion ; to Expole your Credit, and break your
Steep 5 only to Gratify a Canker'd Itch of Conrention ;
‘Thss-1s, Cerrainly, one of the moft Unaccountable
“Freaks that ever'was heard of. Firft, as to your Pa-
persy1tiyou had the Pen of an Angell, they fhall never
turn to Acconne, either to your Self, or to the Pub-
ligne, fo long asthe Me[]&nier of the Pref is none of
your Friend. 21y, The Employment that you have ta-
ken-up,- has as good. as Chain'd ye to an Oar; and
you have, Effeltually, Condemn’d your falf 102 Gally
int. ‘gly, What Credit canyon Expect to get, by a
‘@onteft, fo Scandalons, that a man would be e’en A-
‘Prisd'to' have the Better on't? And then 1 cannot
ive'youan Apter Embleme of your Condition, in-the
‘Point of Wekt, or Nufet ; then That of 2 Dogin .4
eel - ‘He takes a great deal of Pains to Roft Meat
"for Other People'; the Devill a Bir he gets on’t Him-
¥ s> drd* you find him at Laft, juft where he Ser-our.
Now # you'are fo Beforred, as to Drudge-on at This
“Rute’: Make your felf the Common Mark of every
SerdtrPaper + To ftand the Shock of a Thoufand Edte-
“#nfek; ‘and take your Labonr for your Pains, in the
\Coricbifton 5 ‘Much' Good may’do ye with your Bargain,
_ \OBSERVATOR. This {mells of a Wheedle, Trim-
e /toward a Compofition - But 1 have taken-up the
Refolutior'of Magnanimous Ores, in his Epiftle to the
‘Eate Noble Pecr. [ I bave Vow’d (fays he) to make
Whr wjainft the Whore, and Dragon of Rome, and
Aty Votaries, as long as I havea day o Live.] *Tis
bift turning ‘Rome, into Gencva, and That's 99p De-
trHirarion 00. But One Word, 1-prethee, to the
Dfenger of the Preft. 1s Robin Stephens Ay Ene-
T, Ay Ay. Why this Squiabble with M Smyfhies,
& thdgh to make Ewery Sober* Man your Enemy.
Welt?Y ['don't love to Carry Stofies But I’me-a-
fraid there’s a Srorm a: coming ¥ For Mr Ste-
phens was faying t’other day, (as I was told by One
thakhieard it ) That [ He has not done with you, yet,:
He’le have Another Bout with ye.] Y
-0bf. Very Good! And when he, Has had Anorber
Bow with' me,what d’ye think he’le make on’ratialt ?
_ Trim. Oh faith ! He’ a Great Man with: the Seber
Parfy; and then Hé's Ina Place of Truff tdo,’ thit
,éiii,é's birt Méﬁty Advantages, by the Credir of his
ffice. 1neéed bttc‘]lyetha;:ﬁ;' %S Powerfull Friends:
,For you have been eabing at hiths T'krfow hothow
Long;, and how Often = And to.as’> muchparpofe, -as

g atﬁthaﬁ,ﬁ O&ober 4. 1 6'8_:;.

if you fhould have put your Shorlder to Gads-Hill to
have Shov'd it to the Lands-End. i Teidys

Obf. Hé hasnot Ore Frieiidin the World, ypns A-
ny Orher Acconnt then Thatof an Exemity. to Mee.
Briefly : He’ a Neceffary. Infiramene.to the Fastion ;
And a%knabe has a kind of a Privilege,when he’stonce
Crept into the: Ring’s Llverp.. S|

Irim. Come prethee let'sihiave no”Rippingupof
Old-Done Deeds 5 Bt if yoiv bave any. thing-that’s
Frefb, and Wi the Hearingyletit come and Well-
come. . Y IR Jand 2Ny
' Obfi I Mhallonly tell ye, in fliQre 5 That be.es o 1Be-
traper of his Toulkt 5. And a FallpEpec in s Majefties
Service, to Al the purpofs Ithat) gver 1 fay'dhie Was ;
And fo let That ferve for whae® Palt. But you were
Hintimg' what'_Advantageshe has. over Other Péople,by
Virtue ofhis Office. Prethee wjlt thou Open a little
upon Thar Matter : And dait asa Friend too.

Trim.'Why then under.the Rofe, berwixe you G Me;
Firtt, Youcannot but know, that he has All the Mer-
curiesy Huawkers,' Common. Difperfers of Papers; And
All Your Hedge-Printers; over and above, under his
Girdle 3 And 10 rhem, his Name is no.longer ROBIN,
but PETER. The Keys ate. Committed to his Charge,
and the Power of Binding,or Loofing, is in the Me/-
fengeriof the Pref.” Ineed not tell ye, in the Second
Place, That Thefe Peopleare AW, Sinners 3 and that
Robin Commutes with them fometimes,to make ‘em
Expiate for One’Faillt, by Committing  Anather.

Obf. 'Yes'Yes. *Tis a Common Thing with him, to
Forgivea Lef Libell, for Publifbing a Greater; And I
have it upon Oath ;; Where, under the Colour of Sip-
préffing Scandalons;and. Lying Papers, he has Belpoken
‘em ; and againft-Q9e;in Particulary and then Dif-
pers’dem. Himfelf. - . .

Trim. Nay tor Downright Matter of Fai ; That
lies Open to Ewery body, Butthe Myftery isyet inthe
Dark. Do not you find with what Zeal; and Fnduftry
Some Papiers are Publifb’dgand: Others Stiffled ? AWord
to'theWile! BL

Obj.- By my troth thou fayft Right, Trimmer. And
it Holds, bdth in Town, and: Céintry, 1f any thing
comes out, in the Vindicarion: and Defence of the Go-
vernment 5 *tis -Carry’duin. Huggermugger ; And nor
One Book, Or . Paper Di'gzqr.{?d, mare é_len apon the
Abfolure Nece[firy of Scriing a_Chftomeér : ‘But: when
Any thing comes out’ ol the'Ther hand, there's’a
Bawling with it, enough'to put the Whole Tomn in
an Uproa¥.* ‘T his isTo Palpnblea Confederdcy,and Pra-
¢tce, that 2'man muft be Blind, not to:-Difcern it ;
And it isa Liberty of {6 Pernicions an'Influence. upon
the Chureh,'and Stare; 'Thatnb man will Wentute to
be Aoke ;. but He that Refolvesto Suchfice his Pease,
His'REptlafion, ‘arid: Al} that®s\ Flefl and Blowd. abbut
him, to his@titp.  BatThi¥'istoo muchi fz2id, of fo

‘Coutle; {o Jfalle, and fo Stynvalous = Felow....

T+it, Suppoling - himh tow, ' talby) sehatoyouPr-
mmuncediny; . The Toulet)and the more Seanbaioud



he isyin #imfelf ; The Meanery and the more Dif-
homowrable, is your Competition with him.

Obf. Prethee, where the King’s Service is the Que-
ftion 3 (Asitisin This Cafe ) the Charaéter of a Pro
titure Wreech mult not Difcharge Mee, from the Obli-
gationof a Subjett : Befide, that the Common Caufe of
Every Honeft man lies at Stake upon’t. For [ dore-
ally look upon This Wretch as a Dormant-Evidence
that lies upon the Catch, to Joyn with fome Orher
Rafcall, and Swear me out of %Lif:.

Tvim. Thefeare Dangerons Words, 1 canafllure ye;
And you had need be very well Prepar'd to Fuffify
what you fay.

Obf. Why then you fhall fee how the Matter Stands.
You cannot but remember, when Ores brought Me
before the King,and Councsl; about Suborning Tonge,
todnvalidate H{r Ewidence.(That time when the Silver:
Button-Merchant was to have made a Papilt of me 5 in
Oftober. 1680.) What a Buzz, there was about the
Town, of Stephens’es Undertakingto Lend an Oath,
upon- That Occafion, that fhould give Aee a Lift :
While the Caufe was in hand, Ores calls for his Trx-
By Sesond, Stephens, into the Council-Chamber, Having
told the Board, before-hand, What he would Swear
to: ‘Which was [That L’Eftrangehad Convey’d away
Certain Bulls, and Popifh Books that were Seiz’d, and
Lock* up, with a Padlack on the Door, by the Mellenger
and the Conftable ; (One Mr Smith, Living juft over
againft L ’Eltranges Houfe:) Urging, That when they
came afterwards to look_for what they had Seiz’d, rhe
Padlock was raken off (& the Books gone.] Hereupon,
Stephens,was Sworn and Interrogared uponthe Matter ;
But being put to’t, he could not fay that1 had A4ny
thing to do, Direttly,or Indireftly with the Taking-off
the Padlock., or the Conveying away of the Books ; Nor
that I was {o muchas 39tfbp to Any thing concerning
thie Books Themelves,One way or Other. The Truthof
it is, My Cafe was fo Clear, that Poor Stephens had no
Encouragement in the World to Put his Confcience
upon the Strerch What Bout : But it was a Godly Re-
folution however, that would keep Cold, it feems
and fo the Meffenger of the Preff lay’d it up in Laven-

der, for a Fairer Opportunity.

Trim. You fee he Swore Nothing againft ye ; And
yet you’d bear the world in hand, that he came Thi-
ther with an Jatent todo it: Nay, and to For(wear
himfeiftoo into the Bargain. And All This is Nothing
yet, but Old Seuff that we have had over and over,
Twenty Times before.

0bf. Ay but Now comes the Cream of the Feft. This
was about the 16¢h of Otober. 1680. (a day, or Two
overor under .perhaps) And prefently after, ( you
muft know ) the Wind Chopt into Ebiderice-Coer :
As Appearsby a Paper, LodgXd befor¢ the Lords-
Committees bearing This Endorfement.

Ottaber. 26.1680. [ A Paper of What Ste;;hcns,
and Curtis Could (ap agafn® L’Eftrange."] Stephenses
Part beihg Verbatim, as hereunder follows.

Robert Stephens; Ozeof the Kings Meffergers did
Declare, that upon his Lare Examination before his Ma-
jefty and. liis“moft Honourable Privy-Councill againft
‘Roger: L’Eftrange; e Aid not then deliver and |[et
Joreh All the Truth that be knew in reference to the [aid

- _L’ERvangé, Becaufe ( He faid ) e wag afrai of big
Matter: and lofing of Dis Place ; and added further
thar Hemwas fhen Sworn, not to fpeak the Truth, and

the Mol Truth; bur only Frue Anfwer to make to

" “Ldndon, Printedifor Charles Brome,

all fuch Queltions as fhould bc demanded of him ;
and that if He had been further lnterrogated, He
{ould, and Can Teltify much more againlt the faid
Mr L’Eftrange 3 and has befides Melived ro be Examined
in particular, abour 1 ’Eftranges Conduct, in order ro
the Profccution againft Turner, the {9opifh Bookleler:
and that One Smith, a Paltry-Cook kving in Holborn
over againft L’Eftrange, hererofore Conltable, when the
Popifh Books were Sei3en (n Holbon, and Contep’d
awap, can fpeak berp MWaterfall Thingg, touching
Mr L’Eftranges managing that Affair.

Take This Paper to Pieces now ; And tell me, if
either Prance, Otes, or Bedloe could have Oxt-done Thss
Dellenger of the P2elg. Here’s firff, an Affrone upon
the King, and Cauncill ; in Shamming the Oathhe took
there, with an Impudent, and a Ridiculous Evafion.
[ fRot the Apote Truth., J Though Probably he
Swore to ‘That too. 2/y, He durft not fpeak Al for
fear of his @alter, and of his Blace : Asifthe King
would have Turn’d him out for Speaking @ruth : But
inftead of being Twurn'd oue by his @9alter, Hewas
for Turning our s Sakter Vimlelf. 3ly, He DE-
SIR'D to be Examin’d againft Me ; Which fhews his
Zeal in the Caxfe. And then comes the Bus’nefs of
Turner, a Popifh Bookseller, too : 1 Defy him to give

_any Colour to That Accufation. And for Mr Smith,

the Paftry-Cook., You fhall have his Affidavit here, to
give him the Lye in the very Teethof him.

The Enformation of Thomas Smith, &c.

This Enformant faith, wpon Oath 5 That being
Head-borough in she Year 1678. Afr Robert Stephens
the MefTenger of the Press, came to this Enformant in
his Majefties Name, to require his A[fiftance for the
Searching of a Houfe in Gregories Alley, Where there
were a Great many Heaps of Books, which the [aid
Stephens Seszed as Popifh Books, Taking fome away
with him y and Diretting This Enformant to Clap a
Padlock_on the Door, for the Securing of the reft.

And [aith further 5 That This Enformant being told
by Roger L’Eftrange Efq. That the [aid Stephens Re-
ported That He This Enformant conld [peak wery Mate-
riall Things Touching Mr L'Eftranges managing of
the Affair Concerning the Popifh Books, Seiu?m a-
abovefaid, and Conveying -the [aid Books away, He
This Enformant dosh Declare and Affirm, That he ne-
ver faid Any thing of Mr L’Eftranges being Concern'd
in that Matter : But on the Contrary, He This Enfora
puant [aith, That upon Stephens’es telling This Enfor-
mant afser the Bocks were gone, That Mr L’Eftrange,
and This Enformant mult have had fome Hand in the
doingof it,or to That Effett,This Enformant Anfwered
him to This Purpofe ; You are Miftaken in My L'E-
[trange, for on my Con(cience he knows nothing of it.

«And This Enformant finally [aith, That he never had,
Euther Direttly, or Indirectly, any Difcourfe with Mr
L'Eftrange, Touching That Matter. ’

Jurat. O&.2. 16834.
Coram me
Edw. Guife.

Now.take it altogether ; And j%?ge, if Any ®o-
Becnment, or A4zy Peclon, can be Safe, under the Li-
cenfe of Thefe Praltices. Here's STEPHENS, the
Supporter of the Caufle ; And the Lord be Mercyfull to
the Supporters of Stephens: Mp Trullp, and Wil
Beloved Friendg, the, Trimmerg.
at the Gun in St. Pauls Church-yard. *

Thomas Smith.
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