From______ _______________ LEE ROGERS
Dec. 8, 1977

Attached is
on the plans for the
official opening of I-75 — border to border —
on Dec. 21 at ceremonies in Cobb County,
Ga.

We will be happy to work with you in
developing your own stories and coverage,
in advance, and for the event itself. It
promises to be a big Christmas present to
Interstate motorists.
Thanks in advance.

for I-75 Committee

Telephone: (404) 424-4124

FOR IMMEDIATE USE:
Now there is the "Ballad of Interstate 75".

Right out of a Nashville songsmith shop.

And just ready to be officially introduced at the ceremonies opening the

last segment to be constructed of the Interstate 75 highway which is the main artery
through mid—America — Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., and Tampa, Fla.

When opened at ceremonies in north Cobb County, Dec. 21, Interstate 75
will become the first of the border-to-border, or coast-to-coast super highways to be

completed in its entirety.
It will then be 1,575 miles of super highway uninterrupted by traffic lights

or stop signs.
To herald completion of the full I-75 route — and its opening to public travel —

and thus the elimination of the detour on the north Georgia approaches to Marietta, a
Citizens’ Committee of Cobb Countians, headed by Attorney Harold Willingham, has been

at work several months arranging spectacular opening ceremonies. The guest list is headed
by the Secretary of the U. S. Department of Transportaaion, Brock Adams, and includes
Governor Busbee, Federal Highway Administrator William M. Cox, Senators Talmadge and

Nunn, and Georgia Department of Transportation Director Tom Moreland.
The committee commissioned Buddy Killen, of Nashville, Tenn., to have a new

ballad written about I-75. Jon P. Shulmberger wrote the song and a record was cut with

Terry Dearmore doing the vocal. It will be published by Tree International Publishing Company.
Killen plans to attend the Interstate 75 completion ceremonies where his new song, already

predicted to be a hit, will be vocalized officially for the first time.
A preview of the song, incidentally, was played by Jim Wilder over his Marietta

WCOB station late Wednesday, using a rehearsal recording. Reports are it immediately started

a string of phone calls to the Marietta station asking about the music and lyrics.
(More)

-2" It plays up Marietta," one listener thrilled. "We'll be famous."
Plans are underway to provide recordings of the "Ballad of Interstate 75" to

all radio stations up and down the super road as a means of touting to all that the longest,
continuous super highway in the world is open for motorists over its entire route.
Lyrics of the home-promoted "Ballad of Interstate 75" are attached.

###

Nashville, Tennessee 37203
(615) 244-4149

1307 Division Street

BALLAD OF I-75
I traveled up North of Mackinaw
To Sault Sainte Marie
The livin's fine in Canada
But there's places yet to see
Just on down the road aways
There's a highway so they say
That stretches 1,500 miles
From here to Tampa Bay

So I'm rollin' along
Down I-75
Leavin' all my worries far behind
From the Great Lakes to the Gulf
Along I-75
Ain't got nothin' but blue skies on my mind.
Detroit City, now there's a town
I've heard a lot about
They say there's good times waitin' there
So I thought I'll check it out
Neon lights a-flashin'
New cars movin' down the line
And even when they're siftin' still
Those Detroit girls look fine

Now I'm rollin' along
Down I-75
Leavin' Cincinnati far behind
From the Great Lakes to the Gulf
Along I-75
Ain't got nothin' but blue skies on my mind.

I stopped a while in Knoxville
I joined a bluegrass band
I couldn't sing or pick a lick
But I sure could clap my hands
We made it to Chattanooga
Then we went our separate ways
I was lookin' for blue skies
And they was headed for the Opry stage.
(conti nued)
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So now I'm rollin' along, yeah
Down I-75
Leavin' all my worries far behind
From the Great Lakes to the Gulf
Along I-75
Ain't got nothin' but blue skies on my mind.

In Marietta, Georgia
I met a Southern belle
One single look, that's all it took
I was captured by her spell
But her daddy was a Georgia State Trooper
He caught us neckin' in my new Ford Fairmont
That's why I'm runnin' away
Down South to Tampa Bay.

Yeah, I'm rollin' along
Down I-75
Leavin' all my worries far behind
From the Great Lakes to the Gulf
Along I-75
Ain't got nothin' but blue skies on my mind.
Ain't got nothin' but blue skies on my mind.

Yea, it's a mighty fine hiway, I-75
From this end I better turn around and go north again
Drive 'er right on by Marietta.,.
Go up 'n see Lexington....
Check some o' those other places out up north....
....pretty girls up there, too...

BALLAD OF I-75
Music & Lyrics by Jon P. Shulenberger
Copyright 1977
Tree International Publishing

I-75 COMMITTEE
Marietta, Ga. 30063
Phone: (404) 424-4124 - Lee Rogers

FOR RELEASE DECEMBER 11, OR THEREAFTER
MARIETTA, Ga. — Ford Motor Company's biggest truck and newest compact

family-sized car have been selected to herald the completion of the nation's first border-to-

border interstate highway, Harold Willingham, chairman of the Interstate 75 Committee,
announced today.

A Ford Fairmont, which a year ago underwent aerodynamic tests at nearby
Lockheed-Georgia Company's wind tunnel, largest in the world, will set out from the

southern terminus of Interstate 75 at Tampa, Monday, Dec. 19, and will meet a Ford CL-9000

truck/trailer, which embarks from the Canadian border of I-75 at Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.,
at a point in Cobb County, Georgia, just north of Marietta.
The two Ford vehicles will be stopping at numerous cities along the route to pick

up congratulatory letters from mayors and city managers for delivery to Department of
Transportation's Secretary Brock Adams at ribbon-cutting ceremonies at 11 a.m., Wednesday,

Dec. 21, Mr. Wilingham said.
The occasion marks the opening of the last 17-mile stretch of the 1,564 miles of

roadway without a stop light, thus making it the first long-line super highway to be completed

in the interstate systemAlso present at the "finish" line will be: William M. Coox, Federal Highway
Administrator; Bert Lance, who was Georgia Highway Director at the time the final lap of

I-75 was started in Georgia; U. S. Senators Herman Talmadge and Sam Nunn; Georgia

Governor George Busbee; Wayne H. Smithey, Ford Motor Company vice president Washington Affairs; mayors of Sault Ste. Marie in Michigan and Canada, and in Tampa;

other mayors, governors and civic leaders along the I-75 border-to-border route also have
been extended invitations to the event.
I—75, often referred to as the "business lifeline" for mid-America," is also the
major route used as access to summer vacation sites for those seeking the lake country to

the north, and the winter route for mid-Americans heading for the warmth of Florida sunshine.
(More)
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The interstate lines through Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia,
and Florida. Among key cities on I-75 are: Detroit, Toledo, Dayton, Cincinnati,

Lexington, Ky., Knoxville and Chattanooga, Tenn., Atlanta, Macon, and Valdosta,
Ga., Lake City, Ocala, and Tampa, Fla.

In Georgia, the Fairmont will follow I-75 through or near Atlanta, Griffin,

Forsyth, Macon, Perry, Unadilla, Cordele, Ashburn, Tifton, Adel, Hahira, and
Valdosta.

The Ford CL-9000 ‘ truck/trailer will pass ‘through or near Cartersvil e, Calhoun,

and Dalton.
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CHRISTMAS PRESENT TO MID—AMERICA

FIRST TRANS-UNITED STATES INTERSTATE HIGHWAY TO BE OPENED DEC. 21
Interstate 75, the business road of Mid—America,wilI become the first interstate highway
completed border to border or coast to coast, and opened on December 21 to the traveling
public all the way from Sault Ste Marie on the Canadian border to Tampa, Florida, on the
Gulf of Mexico!

The opening of this 1564 mile long highway with no traffic lights will be heralded at
appropriate ceremonies just north of Marietta in Cobb County, Georgia. This will
officially open the last segment in this Trans-United States thoroughfare.

The U. S. Secretary of Transportation, the Federal Highway Commissioner, Governor
Busbee of Georgia, Directors of Transportation from all the states through which I-75
travels, the mayors of Sault Ste Marie, Michigan, and Sault Ste Marie, Canada, and
Tampa, Florida — all and more will participate in the ceremonies. Mayors represent
the cities at the extremes of the 1,564-mile long highway, currently the longest stretch
of road without a traffic light in the world.
I-75 is a main North-South tourist pleasure route through Mid-America, to and from the
summer resorts of the Great Lakes and Canada and the winter playgrounds of Florida. For
years, a stretch of the heavily traveled highway just north of Marietta has been the one
segment marring a beautiful auto/truck route through a heartland area of America. The
delay has been costly in lives as the heavy traffic has been forced to detour that area
around Lake Altoona and travel insufficiently safe roads. The long delay in completing
I-75 started with a dispute years ago as to the location of the road bed. Environmentalists
had sought re-routing of the approved road to avoid the lake recreational area. Now the
squabbling has been forgotten and the Interstate finally competed.

One of many events celebrating the opening, the Ford Motor Company will send two of
its new automobiles on an economy run — one car starting at each end of I—75 and
meeting to cut the ribbon and knock the barricades down at 11 a.m., December 21, at
the site north of Marietta. Along the way, letters from mayors of cities on I—75 will
be picked up and delivered to the Secretary of Transportation at the ceremonial site in
Cobb County.
I am enclosing some additional facts about I-75 which you may find of interest.

It’s the continuing story of the Interstate, a program which in this case has opened Mid—
America to touring motorists and new businesses, a program that began in the mid-Fifties
under Pressdent Eisenhower and now the first of the major border to border roads is being
completed and opened to traFfic just in time for a yule time present for those heading to
Florida for Christmas or thereafter for a winter vacation in the sunshine.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS REGARDING I-75

Q.

A.

Q.

Length of I-75? (a) Miles in each State.
(a)
Florida
Georgia
Tennessee
Kentucky
Ohio
Michigan

Total
277.69
355.00
141.80
184.70
211.53
393.62
1,564.34

Is I-75 first major Interstate completed?
A. Yes. With the opening of the Georgia segment, I-75 will be open from Sault Ste.
Marie in Michigan's Upper Peninsula to the Tampa Bay area in Florida. I-75 will
be the first thoroughfare from border to border in the U. S. (Under proposal now
is the addition of about 151 miles which would continue I-75 from its present
terminus at Tampa to Miami.)

Q.

Is I-75 the longest Interstate completed?

A. Yes, border to border, or coast to coast. Seventeen Interstate routes so far have been
completed, but all of them are relatively short routes. No east-to-west transcontinental,
or north-to-south border to border, and Canada to Gulf interstates have yet been fully
completed.

Q. When did Interstate program begin?
A. July 1, 1956.

Q. When did work on 1-75 begin? (a) Did it begin same time in all States? Same year?
A. Available records go back only to 1965. However, since Florida and Georgia had
Interstate miles open in 1965, they must have done work on I-75 previous to that
time. There are indications that Kentucky and Ohio started on I-75 in 1957, and
Michigan in 1956. Tennessee apparently did some preliminary right-of-way acquisition
in 1954.

Q.

In intervening years, from start to finish, have innovations been added to cope with
problems unearthed?

A. Since the early construction days, many innovations have been added to the program.
To mention just a few, much more consideration is now given to environmental and
ecological factors, and Environmental Impact Statements are required on all projects
that will have an effect on the environment. Benefits to persons and businesses displaced
by highway projects have been greatly increased. Improved design techniques have
greatly increased the safety and capacity of new Interstate freeways. More attention
is given to highway beautification.
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Q. What was. major problem in bringing this route into use?
A. No single answer is possible. The problems varied from State to State, and wereof varying magnitude. This final length was held up due to 'environmental disagreements'
as to best location for the highway.
Q. What was total cost of route?

A. The total cost — keeping in mind Florida's to be continued section — is estimated at
$3,446,143,000. This is broken down as follows:

Florida
Georgia
Tennessee.
Kentucky
Ohio
Michigan

$ 811,280,000
566,524,000
259,292,000
331,927,000
561,531,000
915,589,000

Q. How many people did it employ?
A. We have no figures on this, such information would have to be obtained from the
individual State highway agencies.

Q. How many miles of concrete? Asphalt?
A. 833.78 miles of concrete, 882.06 miles of asphalt, broken down as follows:
State

Florida
Georgia
Tennessee
Kentucky
Ohio
Michigan

Bituminous
429.19
77.41
141.80
13.20
127.61
92.85

Concrete
277.59

171.50
83.92
30(3.77

Q. Total area covered by the pavement of the total route and its intersections?
A. We have no figures concerning interchanges, but I-75’s lane miles cover 11,039 acres,
which break down as follows;
State

Florida
Georgia
Tennessee
Kentucky
Ohio
Michigan

Acres

2,707
2,170
825
1,132
1,484
2,721

