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Since May, I've had a front row seat to watch how a university consolidation plays out in full form. 

I've watched the Hornet green signs of Southern Poly slowly change to the black and gold signs of 
Kennesaw State. My presence has been requested in meet ings across both campuses, where I've met 
faculty and administrators of "The New U". As I acclimated myself to all things KSU, there were two 

solid words that were always at the forefront of my thoughts : moving forward. BY DESMOND HILSON JR. 
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From very early ages we have all had 

a hunger to progress and move forward in 

this world. If you fi nd yourself reading this, 

you have taken tha t want fo r p rogress to an 

extraordinary leve l. You've progressed all the 

v,ay to college. Although every one of us took 

diffe rent paths, have d iffe ren t reasons for being 

he re , and will go on to do differen t impressive­

ly grea t things, we are all here together rig ht 

now. So, with tha t being said, we must move 

forward as one student body, whether you 

are a forme r Hornet, or have been an Owl all 

I've seen and heard the frus tra tion from both 

my fellow students and faculty. The M arietta 

studen ts have accepted the consolidation and 

are doing their part to integrate and acclimate 

the mselves to the ir new un iversity, b ut some 

are being dealt a huge disse rvice. They are 

being forced to e ncase the ir thoughts and 

e motions about the transition out of worry 

that they will be reprimanded for being open 
wi th it. I've had stude nts come to me and telJ 

me accounts on the micro aggressions they've 

e ncountered. While th is is not an issue that 
along. But, while we move forward, we must is affec ting the majority of studen ts, it is still 

take a moment to add ress so me things tha t few importan t to address and be conscious to is-

are willing to admit openly. sues that students a re laci ng . Awareness often 

drives progress. 

The transition of this consolida tion has 

been less than perfect and I would be lying 

if I to ld you tha t everyone is happy about it. 

It all begins now and with the stude nts. 

What we do from now on will dicta te how this 

THE 
NEW 

monumental merger is viewed by fut ure 

generat ions. By moving forward togethe r, 

and do in g our part to make this university 

better, we are forging the golden age of 

KSU. ~ 

~ 
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Imagine Music Festival 
Where: Atlanta, GA 

When: August 29 - August 30 

Tickets: $149 

The re are a lot of EDM festivals out there, and, well, this is one 
of them. It is going down e ntire! in a owntown Atlanta at the Historic 

Fourth Wa rd Park and the Masque rn de M usic Park. If pumping bass 

isn't your scene, stay far away: because it's like ly to get a litt le loud 

and rowd y. II this ki ne! o fustival is right up your a lley, get in on 

the ac ti on now. This is on ly the fi rst ye ar for the Imagine Festival and 

they've alread got some imp ressive he adliners. J ust remember to stay 

hydra ted and go light on the booze because it's going to be HOT out 

the re. Check out imaginefestival.com fo r the fu ll line up if you can 

handle the disorienting graphics. You've been warned. 

Tomorrowworld 
Where: Chattahoochee Hills, GA 

When : September 25 - September 27 

Tickets : $357 

The p rice tag is a little steep and its 21 +, but this festival 

will be an experience unlike any other, even if you d on't like 

electronic music. The lineup is se riously solid and there is 

'FO NS to do including a sonic ga rden, beautifu lly lit wooded 

paths an d a lake (which soun ds ki nd of dangerous but, what­

ever, h ippies). It is modeled a lter the European festival Tomor­

rowland and, on ly in its secon d year, is incredibly massive 
and su=esslul. Be sure to bring a map, but you 'Ll probably 

get lost anyway. Check out the website tomorrm\'world.com fo r 

the line up and a fu ll virtua l tour al the grounds. 

lfiP-HOP'S 
~NUAL ILJ!Rl~GE 

Campfest 
Where: Mountain City, GA 

vWhen : September 18 - September 20 

Tickets: $89 

This three day long music fe st draws on the nosta lgia a l summer 

camp. Complete wi th o ptional camp cab in rentals and outdoor activities, 

you' ll fee l like a kid again, except you're an ad ult and mom can' t tell 

you what to do anymore [ It's mostly fo lk artists wi th a little rock & roll 

and most like ly lots of beards, tattoos and PBR. Held in the mountains, 

it mig h t get a little chilly a t night. Remember to pack your boots and 

flanne l and you'll comfo rtably fit right in. Visit thecampfest.com fo r the 

lineu p in all of its throwback g lory. 

A3C Hip Hop Festival 
Where: Atlanta, GA 

When: October 7 - October 11 

Tickets: $119 - $275 

This one is my personal favo rite and s ran g recommendation. A3C, a 

reference to h ip hop a rtists from "All 3 Coasts," has been goin g strong since 

2005. It offers a totaUy-immersive c ultural experience wi th music, art, fi lm 

and more . There a re con e rence s to a tte nd all day and over 500 performances 

from new and establishe d ar tists to catch, both day and night, over the five 
days of the fe stiva l. If you like indie h ip hop an d are always on the hun t lor 

new music, this is the festival for you. You'll a lso be sure to learn someth ing 

from the keynote speakers and industry p rofessionals d uring the confe rence. 

Go to a3cfestival.com fo r a list of a rtists, speakers and much more. 
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Are You the Typical 
Freshman? 
~~ 



Mostly /\s: Barely legal 

You are the typica l fre shma n. You d on't know 

where your classes are and spend way too 

m uc h money o n textbooks that you probably 

won't eve r need agai n alte r the semester is 

over. You may go to a party o r tv.ro just to make 

friends and get out of your dorm, but you 

can't really handle your alcohol, so you drink 

lig ht while wear ing some swagged ou t KS U 
sweatpan ts a n d a graphic tee. You d on't care ii 

you have to walk or take the trolley because it's 

so easy and free . Heck yeah! 

Mostly B's: Um? 

You are a q ue stiona ble freshman. You can pass 

fo r a junio r i.f you wante d to because o f your 

p racticali ty and though tful gestures. You are 

fun to be around; l mean w hy else d id you 

ma ke so many fr iends during orientation? Peo­

p le like you're si mplicity which, to you, may 

seem boring, but let 's be reall You're a cool 

person to be aroun d. Accept you rseU. Others 

a lready have. 

Mostly C's : ot a freshman 

You are mature for how young you look. You 

are self-motiva ted, which can c a use you to be a 

little lazy so metime s. Howeve r, you really e njoy 

Greek life and are con templa ting whether you 

should join or not ,because yo u already fully 

understand that sleep doesn't exist in college. 

So mehow you manage to ba la nce it a ll. You 

are the definition of "work hard, play hard". 

TBH: THERE IS NO REAL DEFINITION OF A "TYPICAL FRESHMAN". EVERYONE HAS 

THEIR OWN THING THAT THEY DO AND NO ONE IS PERFECT OR THE SAME. JUST 

ENJOY YOUR COLLEGE EXPERIENCE! 
WELCOME TO KSU! :D 



LIFESTYL E 





A JOY l AT IS ... 

Move-In Day 
What I thought was the most glorious day of my life seems like such an 
insignificant moment now: my high school graduation, May 2012. I was so 
happy. I remember throwing my cap and tassel in the air, thinking about the 
new life that awaits me after my last summer being a minor. I remember turning 
18 years old and thinking, "Look at me now. Can't tell me nothing," as if I was 
Kan ye West or something. BY BRITTANY ROS ARI O 
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Then there was my college move in day. 

It was the m oment I had worked so hard fo r in 
h igh schooL The m oment I swear I waited for 

since my b rother went away to college in 2005. 

The moment that I knew would change my life. 

Parents fi lled their cars wi th luggage, snacl:s, 

ramen nood les, bed sheets and comforters, 

lamps, school supplies, and of course their 

beloved students who were about to embark on 

the jou rney of their lives. 

It was fun and exciting fo r me. More than 
a day of man ual labor, moving in heavy fridg­

es, boxes, and suitcases. My b rother rented a 

black Chevy Tahoe with tinted windows. It was 

spacious and made me fee l like I was e n tering 

campus with the ' Presidential Secret Service' 

status, which was accurate considering my 
older brother would've f .. •*ked up anyone 

who messed with his baby sister. We parked 

in front of Hornet Village, unlike most people 
who parked where the stairs where. O h no no 

E PARKED IN FRONT F HOllffET VJllAliE. 
U LIKE MOST PEOPlE WHO JJJIRKED WHERE 

; THE ifAIRi ,WHERE. DH ·NO '110 NO! MY 

nol My fridge up th ose stairs'? My brother was 

an RA fo r 3 years in college. He !mew how 

to pack the car tigh t and, even better, how to 

unload it efficiently. 

My room was on the 2nd floor. I can't re-­

mem ber the room number but I know it when 

I see it. When we fi n ally finished un loading 
the crap ton of stuff I had, it was time to fresh­

en up the room: Lysol cleaning wipes, Windex, 

and bed bug spray for the mattress, of course. 

I then met my roommate and her parents. We 
cleaned the bathroom together since we were 

in a single and only sh ared the toilet an d 

shower. There was hair everywhere I It was so 

disgusting. 

"'[ hope none of you moving in for the 

first time on campus h ave h ad th is problem 

and fo r those of you who relocated, you should 

know the deal from the first time you m oved 

on campus. " 

A:nyway, once I was settled in, I decided 

FRID UP T SE SIAIRS?'' 

to show my brother around campus. I was 

probably the only freshman who knew where 
everything was on their fi rst day on campus, 

but that's really because I was at SPSU two or 

th ree times a year fo r church holiday p lays. 

I also studied the campus map during open 

house and orien ta tion and had been reading 

The Sting since 2010. Tha t helped me get an 
idea of campus life and where people hang 

out , which was important to me so I could 

make fr iends and get involved in student 

organizations. 
Sometimes I miss being a freshm an but I 

realize l ' m a freshman every day: I party hard, 

study hard, and work h ard. So "Go Freshmen! 
Freshmen ! Man, I love college I" 
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THE NEED FOR NAPS 

Places to Take 
a Nap Between 
Classes 
I'm sure I don 't have to tell you how the hustle and 
bustle of our da ily schedules can leave all of us in 
a need of a great and glorious nap. No one wants 
to be the person who loses the fight between sleep 
in class. So, I took upon myself to put together the 
best places you can go to between classes and have 
a cozy power nap. 8 DE N HIL R 

■ 



SEMESTER STRESSORS 
BY DESMOND HILSON JR 

3 FRUSTRATIONS ABOUT 
THE START OF A NEW 

SEMESTER 

1. CLASSES. ''GOODBYE SUMMER!'' 
2. FRESHMEN ••• EVERYWHERE! 
3. PRICE OF BOOKS. ''IS THAT THE 
USED PRICE?!?'' 

AAAAAAAAAHHHHHH! 
----Need a nap? 
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finding sa\ance 

\ f\Et-A£M8£f\ W\-\EN I WAS A 
ff\ES\-\MAN , sEAf\C\-\\NG f OR All 
1\-\t ANSWERS-NOW \'M A Sf.N\OR 
,r..NO \'\It Lf.,b.RNED SO MUC\-\ . 11 
\-\AS sf.EN ROUG\-\ Bu-1 woRi\-\J"T. 
fRES\-\MEN, \ wouLO U\\t 10 CALL 
'{OUR Ai1Hl1\0N 10 ,\-\IS poEM 10 
f\Et-AEM8Ef\ W\W '{OU c1-1osE '{OUf\ 
t,AAJOf\, W\-\'l '{OU WEN110 COlLEGt, 

18 

M~O W\-\'l '{OU Si ,b.'/ OE1ERM\N£0. 
j\.)S1 KEEP s,R\\J\NG f OR 1\-lt a£S1 

Al'-\0 8£ '/OURSElt. I 
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Dear lreshman, 
Beau\i\ul girls and 

Handsome boys 
Nt:W \0 this \i[eswle, 
Tnt:rt: art: ,T'{ing 1irnes ahead 

'(au will \..,am, grow, 

love, and even h ur\. 

Don'\ go berserk. 
You're srH\ ngurin9 ii ou\. 
You maY no\ know i\ all 

Bui one day yau will. 
£repare yourseU lor tha\ daY 
Because i\' s coming your waY• 
find balance in your social lile 
And \ea"e the back stabbing kni!e 

behind. 
College is no\ \he plac;:e \o bs. 
Make \riends bu\ paY atten\ion 

People will 1alk a\ the mention 

01 your name. 
But bis is no\ a p0pulari\Y con\es\. 

Be care\u\ al your rt:pu\a\ion, 
h can lead you \0 sel\-\or\une 

Or negative \afl\e-
find balance with your academics 

Don't \orge\ tha\'s wha\ you're here 

\or. 'To learn and master a skill \or more 

find balance \o shape your individu-opportunity. 

a\Hy. Join a studt:nl organiia\ion and nnd 

yourse\l. 
Crt:a\e a home away \rom home. 

Ma~e {his place our sanc\uarY 
Because you ha"e a\ leas\ 4 years to 

be 
ln a\tendance-},1.osl irnpor\an\\v, nnd balance wi\hin 

yaurse\l ,l:\.nd remember 1ha\ when you wan\ lo 

gi"e up--No rna\\er bow hard the rain \alls 

Or 1he wind san.. blow 

'Thal a\ler the s\orm 

ls a rainbow 



Movies 
You Should 

Go See 

NCG 
CI N EMA 

Free ref ills on all 

sizes of soft drinks free app! 

and popcorn! 
~\l;.">=-::.1ti ni=-;. Otlfli 

► < ;o,~~k :1 ;1,-r----------------, 
1 nee 46 oz Popaor11 1 

I This coupon is valid for a FREE 46 oz popcorn I 
I or $1 off any larger size popcorn. I 

£<Pires 5/lfl 6 - Not valid wit!, any other coupons or discoants - No cash v, lue - Coopon #95 L----------------~ 
www.NCGmovies.com 



KSU 
PEOPLE 

HELLO THERE. MY NAME IS DESMOND, AND THIS IS KSU PEOPLE. INSPIRED 

BY BRANDON STANTON 'S HUMANS OF NEW YORK (HONY) BLOG, I WANTED 

TO CREATE A PLATFORM THAT WOULD HELP CONNECT THE 32,000 

STUDENTS HERE AT KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY. COLLEGE IS ONE OF 

THE BEST PLACES WHERE YOU HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN A LOT 

ABOUT THE WORLD VIA ACADEMICS BUT IT IS ALSO A PLACE TO MEET AND 

CONNECT WITH PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD. IT CAN BE VERY 

STRENUOUS TO GO OUT TRY TO MEET EVERY SINGLE STUDENT AS YOU 

GET INTO THE WEEKLY ROUTINE OF CLASSES AND EXTRACURRICULAR 

ACTIVITIES. SO INSTEAD OF YOU GOING TO ALL OF THE STUDENTS, WE 

WANT TO BRING THEM TO YOU. BY DESMOND HILSON 



Cheyenne James '~ · 
Freshman 
Criminal Justice Major 
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"ONE PRECONCEIVED NOTION THAT 
I HAD COMING INTO COLLEGE THAT 
WAS PROVEN TO BE FALSE WAS THAT 
CLASSES WERE GOING TO BE EXTRA 
HARD WHEN THEY'RE NOT REALLY 
THAT HARD. YOU JUST HAVE TO PUT 

THE WORK IN." 



announcements 

next wave of great I • • I I • 

mi most anticiRated I• 
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Perfection has a peak. 
Progress is infinite. 
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