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Gay murders put rural M

Teenager is arrested in case
that local sheriff says
“definitely was not a hate crime.”

Laurel, MS—The arrest of a teenager for
the murders of two men here has not calmed
the fears that the two may have been targeted
because they were gay.

Sixteen-year-old Marvin McClendon was
charged on Oct. 16 with two counts of capital
murder in the deaths of Robert Walters, 34,
and Joseph Shoemake, 24, on Oct. 7. The bod-
ies of the two men were found Oct. 8 along-
side an abandoned railroad track by two women
on their morning walk. Both had been shot
once in the head with a .22-caliber bullet.

The crime drew immediate national atten-
tion because it occurred in Jones County, home
of Camp Sister Spirit, the embattled feminist
retreat in nearby Ovett.

Lesbians and gay men quickly called for a
thorough investigation of the murders and ex-
pressed concern that local law enforcement
officials, who have been less than cooperative
in dealing with the harassment directed against
Camp Sister Spirit, would be unable to effec-
tively conduct an investigation.

Jones County Sheriff Maurice Hooks, who
'said a call from a local citizen brought about
the arrest, disputed any contention that anti-
gay sentiment was a motive in the murders
when he announced McClendon’s arrest.

“] definitely can say it was not a hate
crime,” Hooks said. “Although we did not
know at the time if it was a hate crime or not,
we thought robbery would be the motive. That
was definitely the case.”

But both Mississippi and national gay ac-
tivists were not so fast to discount the hate
crime motive and raised questions about

Hooks’ explanations.

“The two men had their wallets with credit
cards and their jewelry on their bodies,” said
Jill Tregor, a spokesperson for the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, who was dis-
patched to Laurel. “What kind of robbery is
this? And what made a perpetrator choose these
two particular victims? And how did this one
guy—a teenager—Xill these two guys?”

Photographs of the victims’ bodies showed
that the clothing of one of the men was in
disarray, his shorts near his head and his un-
derwear pulled up and twisted. Hooks ex-
plained this by saying the bodies were dragged
from their vehicle, but Tregor said that the
bodies showed no signs of having been
dragged.

Todd Emerson and April Richards, both of
the Gulf Coast’s G.L. Friendly organization,
traveled to Laurel immediately after news of
the killings broke to pressure Jones County
police to make a thorough investigation. Ac-
cording to Emerson, the victims had been at a
party with several friends the night before their
bodies were found, and left to purchase sup-
plies. They were not seen again.

Emerson and Richards met with Sheriff
Hooks on Oct. 10, and reported that the sheriff
was less than cooperative.

“He said it was not a gay issue, and we
said it was,” Emerson said. “Then he said it
could be.”

The double murder has turned the national
spotlight again to Jones County, where a nearly
year-long battle against Camp Sister Spirit has
been v:aged by a group calling itself Missis-
sippi for Family Values, led by several Baptist
ministers in the area. Sister Spirit Inc. director
Brenda Henson, who was in Atlanta when news
of the killings broke, said that the murders
have spurred a flood of phone calls to the
camp from local lesbians and gay men.

“Nobody ever thought it would go this far,”

“Nobody ever thought it would go this
far,” said Brenda Henson of Camp Sister
Spirit, near where the killings occurred.

she said. “I hold Mississippi for Family Val-
ues responsible for the absolute hatred that
caused this.”

Henson said that lesbians and gay men
from the University of Southern Mississippi in
nearby Hattiesburg have offered to come to
the camp while they study for final exams. But
other lesbian and gay people in the area have
been critical of the attention garnered by the
murders.

“These groups and organizations in no way
represent these victims or their friends,” said
Rex McKey, a friend of Robert Walters. “We
feel that they are using this for their own per-
sonal gain, through attracting attention and,
ultimately, money.”

Just before McClendon’s arrest, Walters’
parents issued a statement critical of what they

called “outside interference.”

“We are indeed living in a sad world when
a person’s sexual preference attracts more at-
tention than his murder,” said Gary and Betty
Walters. “The family and friends of Bobby
are deeply hurt and troubled by some groups
who would use his death as a means to further
a cause.”

Tregor said she empathized with the
family’s concerns, but she added that she felt
the family and friends were “completely ma-

- nipulated by the sheriff.”

Henson, while acknowledging that Walters
and Shoemake were unknown to Sister Spirit
personnel, said that the murders have added a
new dimension to the closeted lives of many
of the area’s rural lesbians and gay men.

“People are scared to death,” she said.
“And now people are calling the land. The
caretakers are steady answering the phone.”

Henson joined with national organizations
in calling for a federal investigation of the
killings, citing concerns that local law enforce-
ment officials could not be relied upon to
conduct a fair investigation. NGLTF, which
has repeatedly asked the Department of Jus-
tice for assistance for Camp Sister Spirit, called
on attorney general Janet Reno to intervene.

Earlier this year, Reno authorized the Com-
munity Relations Service to mediate the dis-
pute between Camp Sister Spirit and the local
residents opposed to the camp. The mediation
came to nothing when the locals refused to
participate in the mediation and went so far as
to file a lawsuit against Reno for her efforts to
resolve the situation.

“Their absolute refusal to participate in
any kind of mediation has led to this,” Henson
said. “Our lives are in the hands of the damn
government. If we don’t pressure Congress to
make some changes, there’s going to be a
green light on-our heads.”

KC WILDMOON

Georgia gays and leshians eye upcoming elections

Atlanta—Gay men and lesbians in Georgia
have at least two good reasons to head for the
polls on Nov. 8—Nancy Schaefer and Michael
Bowers.

Schaefer, who began her anti-gay career in
1986 by opposing the city of Atlanta’s addi-
tion of sexual orientation to its nondiscrimina-
tion policy for city employees, has now taken
her show statewide with a run for lieutenant
governor.

Campaigning against incumbent Pierre
Howard, who drew the ire of lesbian and gay
voters early this year when he condemned
GPTV’s airing of Armistead Maupin’s “Tales
of the City,” Schaefer is the lead representa-
tive of the radical right’s agenda to infiltrate
government with its exclusionary politics. And
lesbian and gay activists are complaining that
mainstream media is ignoring the candidate’s
past record.

“Nancy Schaefer is the number one radical
right-winger in Georgia,” said GAPAC lobby-
ist Larry Pellegrini. “They’ve let her get away
with murder.”

Citing a recent Atlanta Journal-Constitu-
tion article on the Christian right’s influence
in this Georgia campaign year that did not
mention Schaefer’s candidacy, Pellegrini noted
that both the Family Concerns president and
attorney general Bowers, opposed by Wesley
Dunn, have gotten off softly in the city’s ma-
jor daily.

“They have been allowed, despite their long
record of extremist, intolerant positions on the
issues, to appear a thousand times more mod-
erate than they really are,” he said.

Schaefer’s campaign against the 1986 non-
discrimination policy has been completely ig-
nored in the mainstream media, and her recent
campaign against the city’s domestic partner-
ship ordinances has been mentioned only oc-
casionally.

Bowers, who earlier this year jumped ship
from Democrat to Republican, has not been
called to task for his infamous stands on nu-
merous gay issues—most notably the 1987
Bowers v. Hardwick case that resulted in a
Supreme Court decision saying that sodomy
does not fall under the Constitution’s right to
privacy provisions, and his 1990 termination
of a job offer to Robin Shahar after he learned
she is a lesbian.

“The right wing vote is not a majority in
Georgia,” Pellegrini said, “but if they are al-
lowed to disguise their radical views, they can
pull in more unsuspecting moderate voters.”

A large outpouring of gay and lesbian vot-
ers against Bowers and Schaefer could aid
progressive candidates in other races, such as
Comer Yates against John Linder in District 4,
Ben Jones against Newt Gingrich in District 6,
and Buddy Darden’s tough battle against Bob
Barr, a supporter of Gordon Wysong’s Cobb
County anti-gay resolution, in District 7.

Sen. Ron Slotin, who is running unopposed
for his district 39 seat, said the grassroots or-
ganizing of groups like the Christian Coalition
is unmatched in progressive circles.

“We really need to get going on this,” he
said. “We really need a grassroots movement
of our own to counter this most dangerous,
disturbing trend.”

The attacks on any kind of progressive
politics continue on down to the most local
levels. Last week, northside Republicans con-
demned Fulton County Commission chairman
Mitch Skandalakis, who is battling Democratic
challenger Joe Hudson, for his announced ef-
forts to create a lesbian/gay task force.

with concern

“It’s absolutely incredible that any elected
official would condemn dignity, respect and
understanding,” Pellegrini said. “The attacks
on Skandalakis should be a wake-up call to
fair-thinking Republicans as well as other citi-
zens.”

KC WILDMOON

Decatur—DeKalb County’s budget woes

- are forcing all departments to curtail spend-

ing—including the county Board of Health,

which faces hard choices in deciding what
services and/or programs to cut.

Faced with reducing the health depart-
ment budget by 10 percent, Dr. Paul Wiesner,
director of the board, said that everything—
including HIV/AIDS services—was at risk.
But in the end, Wiesner said the county’s
services to those with HIV/AIDS will not be
reduced.

“Initially, we put everything on the table,
including HIV/AIDS services,” Wiesner
said. “Our submission to the county does
not include [cuts in] HIV/AIDS, but with
this size cut some services will have to be
reduced.”

Jan Scanlan, director of public relations,
said that the final cuts came in four areas: a
health center in Tucker will be closed two
years early; the county employee health

_A_IDS services in DeKalb survive budget ax

clinic will be curtailed; the county’s pest
control (rodents, mosquitoes, etc) program
will be reduced; and services will be cut
back in septic tank inspection. Scanlan
added that the county commission still must
approve the health department’s submitted
budget, and could ask for a revision.

“] think they probably won’t,” Scanlan
said. “I think they would respect the rec-
ommendations of the various departments.”

Wiesner said that the decision about
what services to cut and/or reduce was not
an easy one.

“The most difficult thing we have to do
in providing services is to decide priorities
once we are requested to submit potential
areas for budget reductions,” he said. “We
hope that no [further] budget cuts will oc-
cur and therefore not affect our overall
services to the citizens of DeKalb.”

KC WILDMOON
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Acura Carland

The Winning Combination:
Acura and Acura Carland

In the most recent survey of new Acura owners in the
Atlanta area, a dealership that is barely two years old was
number one. The highest ranking for professionalism during the
sale and the highest customer satisfaction level for after-sale
service went to Acura Carland.

Thanks, Atlanta, for your vote of confidence.
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Savannah churches won't
push for anti-gay resolution

Savannah, GA—The First City appears to
have dodged a bullet, avoiding a Cobb-styled
battle over an anti-gay resolution.

A handful of churches in Chatham County,
led by the Independent Presbyterian Church,
had begun a letter campaign to urge the
Chatham County Commissioners to pass a
“family values” resolution, but that campaign
has apparently fizzled in the face of opposi-
tion and the fear that a battle could cost the
county its one remaining Olympic venue.

“I think this thing is dead and gone,” said
Chatham County Commission chair Joe
Mahany. “Nobody has officially asked us to
do anything, and in that case we do nothing.”

Mahany said that the commission would
not initiate a discussion on the resolution of its
own accord, but would consider it if a group
appeared before the commission to officially
request it. That, apparently, will not happen, at
least not by the Independent Presbyterian
Church.

“We’ve done what we intended to do,”
said the church’s associate pastor, Arthur C.
Broadwick. “We passed the information on
and encouraged them to endorse the hetero-
sexual pro-family lifestyle. We will not go

beyond that. We are not going in front of the
commission.”

Chatham’s lesbians and gay men were
pleased with the turn of events, after the initial
scare when word of the IPC’s campaign
reached them.

“We had a tremendous number of people,
straight and gay, contact the commission,” said
Mark Krueger of the First City Network, a
Savannah lesbian/gay organization. “It was a
tense two weeks, but because we had so many
people call, I feel we have won.”

“We’ll remain vigilant,” he added. “The
important thing is we acted very quickly and
aggressively. The community here is certainly
becoming more of a community. This is going
to help.”

Threat of a campaign targeting Chatham
County’s Olympic yachting venue may have
played a roll in the apparent victory. Commis-
sion chair Mahany, who said earlier that he
was opposed to the resolution, was relieved
that, at least for now, no one was coming
forward to push the issue.

“That’s a very painless way to handle the
matter,” he said. “I hope it just goes away.”

KC WILDMOON

Sodomy excluded from Virginia
governor’'s "no parole” list

Richmond, VA—Virginia lawmakers have
scrapped Gov. George Allen’s plan to include
consensual sodomy in a list of crimes for which
parole would be eliminated.

Both the Senate and House of Delegates
voted overwhelmingly to remove consensual
sodomy from the list on Sept. 29, leaving in
forcible sodomy and incest.

The votes followed a flurry of committee
activity on the issue. Virginians for Justice, a
gay/lesbian lobby group, had worked against
the original wording of the bill.

“The private behavior of adult Virginians
should not be included in parole reform legis-
lation,” Pat Heck, chair of the group, told the
Washington Blade. “As a conservative, Gov.
Allen should be pushing for the removal of
intrusive governmental laws and regulations
rather than stepping up the invasion of
Virginia’s bedrooms.”

Virginians for Justice is focusing on legis-
lation to eliminate Virginia’s “Crimes Against
Nature” act that makes consensual sodomy a
felony in the state. A conviction under the law
is a felony punishable by up to five years in
jail and a fine of up to $1,000.

In an unrelated incident, a staffer for Gov.
Allen has resigned in the wake of an arrest for
allegedly engaging in sodomy in a Richmond
park on Sept. 26.

According to the Washington Blade, Craig
Westburg Henson, director of the Virginia
Governor’s Mansion, was arrested at4:15 p.m.

Virginia Gov. George Allen

and charged with a single count of felony sod-
omy. A second unnamed man was arrested at
the same time.

An anonymous source close to the
governor’s staff told the Blade that top offi-
cials in the state appeared to be trying to avoid
appearances of a witch hunt against gay staff-
ers.

“They were more upset that it happened at
4:15 in the afternoon,” said the source. “They
considered him AWOL from his duties. They
said this alone is grounds for dismissal.”

UNC bequeathed $170K for gay studies

Chapel Hill, NC—The University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill has received a bequest
of $170,000 to be used “to encourage gay and
lesbian studies on campus,” reported The Front
Page on September 30.

Charles Nelson Williamson, a 1968 gradu-
ate of the UNC medical school, left the money
to the university at the time of his death in
1992, but legal complications delayed the news
of the bequest. Before the funds are disbursed,
however, university officials first must meet
with the executor of Williamson’s estate to

gain approval for plans to offer gay studies
courses.

Laurence Gilbert, associate vice chancel-
lor for academic affairs, told The Daily Tar
Heel that university officials had waited for
students to return to school last month before
making definite plans. A faculty adviser has
met with students and university officials to
draw up a plan acceptable to the executor,
which would fund primarily courses in En-
glish, history and psychology.
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Candidate’s leshianism hecomes

issue in New York race

Albany, NY—Gay and lesbian groups and
the Republican candidate for governor con-
demned a prominent GOP official for raising
Democrat Karen Burstein’s homosexuality as
an issue in the campaign for attorney general.

Staten Island borough president Guy
Molinari on October 11 said Burstein’s lesbi-
anism should be widely publicized and that
her opponent, Dennis Vacco, was being “too
much of a gentleman” in not raising the issue.

“The next attorney general shouldn’t be an
admitted lesbian,” Molinari said in a speech
following the Columbus Day parade on Mon-
day.

Burstein, a former family court judge and
once the state’s top consumer official, is seek-
ing to become the first openly homosexual
candidate elected to statewide office in New
York.

Dick Dadey, executive director of the Em-
pire State Pride Agenda, an advocacy group
for gays and lesbians, called Molinari a bigot.
He said he believed Vacco “is having his sur-
rogates now speak what he feels he cannot
speak.”

Molinari said he simply wanted Burstein’s
sexual orientation to be widely publicized,
since it is an issue.the voters should consider.

“My own feeling is the people of New
York would not support a candidate who is an
admitted lesbian,” Molinari said. He added
that, although Burstein has been open about
her sexual orientation, “most New Yorkers are
not aware of the fact that Karen Burstein is a
lesbian.”

In a brief news conference outside the state
Capitol, Vacco said he did not orchestrate the
attack and has instructed his campaign staff
not to make an issue of Burstein’s sexuality.

Asked if he condemned Molinari’s state-

ment, the former federal prosecutor answered,
“Absolutely not.”

“How do you expect a first-time entrant in
a race for public office to control Guy Molinari
or the attitudes of all my supporters across the
state?” Vacco asked. “Guy Molinari is an in-
dependent, elected official.”

Burstein said she’s pleased Vacco is “a
more rational human being” than Molinari.
She said her sexuality should be irrelevant to
the campaign.

Vacco said in an earlier radio interview
that the issues Burstein espouses and the orga-
nizations that support her are relevant to the
campaign.

“She is in favor of the state sanctioning
gay marriages. I’m against that,” Vacco told
Albany’s WAMC-FM. “She’s in favor of
health insurance benefits to gay and lesbian
partners. I’'m against that... I don’t believe the
state has any business trying to foster a par-
ticular lifestyle.”

He questioned possible links between
Burstein and the Lambda Legal Defense and
Education Fund, which he said had endorsed
Burstein and was trying to knock down a child
pornography statute before the Supreme Court.

Evan Wolfson, counsel for Lambda, said
the group doesn’t endorse candidates and has
no connection to a child pornography lawsuit
currently before the Supreme Court.

“He’s stringing together a bunch of things
which have no basis in fact and simply reso-
nate prejudice,” Wolfson said. “Why does he
think of child pornography when he thinks of
a candidate who is gay or lesbian? It’s just gay
equals child pornography, which is crude and
wrong.”

DAVID BAUDER

Physician’s association "comes out,”

changes name

San Francisco—The American Association
of Physicians for Human Rights is now the
Gay and Lesbian Medical Association, or
GLMA.

The group, which represents 1,550 gay and
lesbian doctors and medical students in the
United States and Canada, changed its name
on October 11, National Coming Out Day.

“As an organization dedicated to-eliminat-
ing the necessity of the closet, we felt we had
an obligation to be an out and honest and clear
about who we are,”” said executive director
Ben Schatz.

Schatz said the group has always been hon-
est about its goal of improving medical care
for gay men and lesbians and supporting gay
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and lesbian doctors, but the name change clari-
fies its purpose.

“We have been arguing for years that the
closets are a health hazard. We want to do
everything we can to be as effective as pos-
sible and to fight homophobia and we can’t do
it with...a name that is euphemistic,” Schatz
said.

The name change could harm the group in
terms of donations and invitations to medical
conventions, Schatz conceded, but GLMA has
“a moral obligation to take a stand as an orga-
nization that some of our members can’t take,”
he said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ch’ncken wurc
we got ‘eml

- (404) 874- 5619










SOUTHEIRN VOICE

Feeding gay spirit in the “real world”

I have talked in this space a lot (some
readers might say ad nauseam) about my work
with the Gay Spirit Visions Conference. It’s
especially present in my mind at this time of
year, as I return from our conference and try to
re-enter society. Going from an absolutely ac-
cepting gay environment back to what we call
the “real world” is jarring, to say the least.

But that’s the ultimate test of “Mountain-
top experiences”—whether they be confer-
ences, marches on Washington, music festi-
vals, party weekends, whatever. It’s magnifi-
cent while you’re there, but how do you hold
onto that clear, strong, powerful energy once
you leave the Mountaintop?

My own example: I stayed at the confer-
ence center an extra night to become better
acquainted with someone I met there. And
before the evening was out, I found myself
wondering if it was OK to neck in the all-but-
empty lodge, now that the other 127 of us Gay
Spiriteers had gone. The mountain was still
alive with our energy, buzzing and humming
with Glad to be Gay-ness, but part of my mind
had already trudged back to Shameville, USA.

The task of holding onto Gay Spirit is made
harder still by how society feels threatened by
it. Whether it’s 100 men breathing together in
a rebirthing workshop, 500 women going top-
less in the woods, or two people quietly cel-
ebrating behind closed doors, society would
prefer that we not nurture anything that would
distinguish us from them. And the assimila-
tionist energy is so strong that we often just
surrender, return to our dark little corner of the
mainstream, take off our pumps and put those
sensible shoes back on again.

How do you hold Gay Spirit in the “real
world”? Well, since many of us use our con-
ference to mark our New Year, let me describe
a few resolutions I’ve chosen to help me tap
back into that energy.

* Resolution One: Find some daily time for
myself. This for me is a discipline, since I'm
lazy about habitually doing things that are good
for me, tending not to have the patience for
meditation or going to a gym. The tool I hope
to use to enforce that discipline is a daily medi-
tation book called “A Few Tricks Along the
Way: Daily Reflections for Gay Men, Queer
Boys, Magnificent Queens & the People Who
Love Them,” by Gary J. Stern.

What I like is this book’s sense of nurtur-
ing all things gay men have chosen as spiritual
paths, and not just the assimilationistically ac-
ceptable. Many of our things that society finds
unseemly are discussed here non-judgmentally.

Southern Queer-ies

by AL COTTON

Titles for the first eight days of August, for
example, are Addiction, Recovery, Sensual-
ity, Akhenaten, The Peter Pan Syndrome, Body
Hair, Radical Faeries and Rushing. For the
day I began this column, October 7, the topic
was Learning. Let me quote:

“Seeing the world anew is the important
thing because the vision we’ve had pounded
into our heads isn’t just cloudy, it’s crap. The
heterosexist details are so deeply imbedded
that we have to shake ourselves but good to be
rid of them, and even then we find corners and
crevices of our minds that haven’t been turned
inside out quite enough.

“It isn’t just the notion of being sexually
straight that has to go. With that part of the
lesson so badly bungled, why feel assured any-
thing we were taught was right?... Our gay-
ness offers entrance to a fresh world...finding
our way somewhere open and big, a fascinat-
ing place rich with possibility and an infinite
number of things to learn.”

It’s interesting to see how many of these
little books have sprouted over the last year.
It’s as though a new 12-step group—Internal-
ized Homophobes Anonymous—sprang up
while no one was looking. And perhaps it
should. Check one of them out at your favorite
local bookstore.

Resolution Two: Respect your elders. Oth-
ers have crossed these paths before us, and
with the explosion of gay publishing, finding
them is not only possible but an important way
to en-“courage” us to challenge conformity.
I’ve always looked up to Armistead Maupin,
Cleve Jones, and the late Michael Callen as

LETTERS

els of care provision which were borne from
this trial by fire. We are now able to evaluate
our systems and to refine and make improve-
ments.

Case managers provide direct services to
clients and assist them in accessing services
throughout the community. Case managers
should carry a caseload of 60 clients, but be-
cause of the large number of clients in need
and the lack of resources for additional staff,
they currently average 95 clients.

In a perfect world, there would be enough
funding to provide all services to all individu-
als in need. This is not, however, the reality.
Thus, a system has been developed to “triage”
clients into the program. Those experiencing
the advanced stages of disease may require
greater assistance. All services are augmented
by the TeleLink program through which vol-
unteers remain in contact with clients of all
levels of need. We also rely on volunteers in
our Buddy Program to assist in meeting a wide
variety of client needs.

Your letter points out your friend’s need

for home care. Many persons living with HIV/
AIDS have this same need, which is not being
adequately met by the current system of care
in Atlanta. Until the last year or so, funds were
not available in Atlanta for the provision of
many home care programs. Funding through
the federal HOPWA program now provides
for some homecare, but not nearly enough.
The awful reality remains that the demand for
this service greatly outweighs the availability.
I reiterate that AID Atlanta is not perfect,
but we are improving. We remain committed
to the cause and to the community and will
continue to do all that we can in this battle. I
know that this does not benefit the friend you
lost, or those of you who provided him with
care and support, but I hope you can find some
comfort in knowing that we are working very
hard to ensure that a situation like the one you
described will not happen in the future.
Sincerely,
Jeff Cheek
Director of Public Policy
AID Atlanta, Inc.

models of people with the courage of their
inclusive convictions. But never have I seen
such a fine roster of such men as in Mark
Thompson’s forthcoming book, “Gay Soul,”
16 interviews with gay men who have done
pioneering gay male heart work.

The interviews are astonishingly full of
information that feeds the soul. From poet
James Broughton (who calls the penis “the
exposed tip of the heart”) to Harry Hay’s mus-
ing about gay men composing a third gender,
to Ram Dass’s magnificently trenchant com-
parison of public sex to Hollywood’s public
celebration of celebrity (“...if somebody gets
fisted in a club, is that different from some-
body getting an Oscar?”), to the amazing Paul
Monette, to astrologer Ed Steinbrecher, to Na-
tive American Clyde Hall, to mystic Andrew
Harvey, to Jungian Robert Hoepke, this book
is full of candidates for Spiritual Herohood.
Watch for it in November.

e Resolution Three: Find new
Mountaintops. There are more and more things
like our conference, created by and for our
community with the intention of connecting
us to the “real world” inside us. From Rob
Eichberg and Honey Ward’s Experience work-
shop to women’s music festivals, to leather
runs (usually without the motorcycles), to the
Gay Games, we have built many spaces where
we gather to see the other faces of our tribe.

The one that changed my life was Body
Erotic, a two-day workshop from the Body
Electric school of massage. The goal is use the
breathing techniques of Taoist massage to dis-
tract the mind sufficiently to raise the body’s
energy high enough to do amazing things. Go-
ing in, I was a true New Age skeptic; before
noon, I had learned how to see auras just by
changing my energy and looking a different
way at someone. It certainly brought home
another of James Broughton’s lines—"“You are
a godbody, avoiding holiness.”

There was where I discovered how 30 men
breathing together could be one of the cleanest
and clearest expressions of spiritual brother-
hood that it is possible to experience. This
workshop is in Atlanta on the weekend of
October 27. Call 659-5175 for information.

I close with what Shelly, a Mountain
staffperson, reminded us in our closing heart
circle: “not to forget that this [the state of
spiritual awareness on the Mountain] is the
‘real’ world.” Our true task it to make our
homes, families, workplaces and everyday life
that much more real.

T
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SWITCHED AT BIR

KEEP IT UP, SPOCK.
I THINK I CANGET
TO URANUS
BY MIDNIGHT.

by CARL LANGE

Mississippi Murders
Raise Doubts

At press time, a suspect had been ar-
rested in the slaying of Robert Walters,
34, and Joe Shoemake, 24, in Laurel, Miss.
(see article on page 3).

In reference to this case, the Jones
County Sheriff’s Department has made
numerous defamatory remarks, lied and
contradicted itself concerning facts as
documented in television and print. It has
refused to classify this execution-style
murder as a hate crime but instead as a
robbery, despite evidence to the contrary,
and has threatened to throw any “outside
homosexuals” out of town who might
cause any trouble.

Contact the Jones County Sheriff’s
Department and demand a thorough in-
vestigation of this case, recognition of it
as a hate crime, and ask them how they
intend to protect their gay and lesbian
citizens. Call 601-425-3147. You can also
contact Janet Reno’s office at the Justice
Department at 202-514-2000.

Hate crimes are escalating out of con-
trol in Mississippi, and gays and lesbians
are justifiably fearing for their lives. They
need your support! Write Letters to the
Editor, Hattiesburg American, P.O. Box
1111, Hattiesburg, MS 39402; phone 601-
582-4321 (Hattiesburg is close to Laurel).
Write Letters to the Editor, Clarion Led-
ger, P.O. Box 40, Jackson, MS 39205;
phone 601-961-7000 (Capital of Missis-
sippi). Write to the editor of your local
paper concerning this incident of national
importance. In Atlanta write Letters to the
Editor, Atlanta Constitution, P.O. Box
4689, Atlanta, GA 30302.

Commitments

The Sunday, October 9, issue of the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution included the
commitment ceremony announcement of
two gay men, Richard Mole and Alan
Avery. While the paper has had a policy
to include commitment ceremony an-
nouncements since March of 1993, only
three couples have taken advantage of the
opportunity. Significantly, this is the first
to include a photo.

And as expected, heterosexists are
flooding the Constitution phone lines with
outrage. Support the Constitution with a
quick call or letter. Write Ron Martin,
Editor, Atlanta Constitution, P.O. Box
4689, Atlanta, GA 30302 or call him at
404-526-5501. v

Celebrate your own commitment cer-
emony with an announcement. For more
information and to request a form call
Byron Battles at the Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution at 404-526-5806. The completed
form must be returned to the paper 10
days prior to the event, and one member
of the couple must have an Atlanta con-
nection.

Currently there are over a dozen pa-
pers nationally that publish commitment
ceremony announcements. If you would
like to know if there is one in your city or
would like to help change your paper’s
policy contact GLAAD/Atlanta.

For more information about GLAAD/
Atlanta write PO Box 55111, Atlanta, GA
30308; phone 404-876-1398; fax 404-876-
4051; internet: glaadatl@aol.com.
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LAMBDA Apotheca ‘

Invites You to Visit Our New
Location at:

Rio Shopping Center

with CONVENIENT Elevator Access!
595 Piedmont Avenue, NE e Atlanta, GA 30308 (next to Lettuce Souprise You)

» We will Beat or Match any Cash * Hi-Tech Medical Supplies * Insurance Assignment - We Bill

Prescription Price (Ad or Receipt is and Equipment. Your Insurance Company for
Necessary for Price Verification). Prescriptions.
* Prescription and IV Drug
* Emergency Service Available. Compounding Available. * Free Delivery Available/UPS Carrier.

Phone: 404/875-9717 {J) Fax: 404/875-1754

e y, Send Us a Fax or Give Us a Call Today!
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on Buford Hwy.
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Bastyr University to establish
alternative therapies center

Seattle, WA—Bastyr University has been
awarded an $840,000 research grant to estab-
lish a national center for evaluating alternative
medical therapies used to treat AIDS and HIV
infection.

The National Institute of Health’s new Of-
fice of Alternative Medicine selected Bastyr
out of a pool of 30 applicants, including
Harvard, Columbia and UCLA, for one of its
first two major research grants. The other went
to the Minneapolis Medical Research Founda-
tion in Minnesota.

“There was tough competition for these
grants,” said Jim Bryant, a spokesman for the
NIH office that announced the grants Oct. 4.

Bastyr, founded in 1978, is a nonprofit
teaching institution here with 95 faculty mem-
bers and 700 students. It offers accredited de-
grees in naturopathic and botanical medicine,
acupuncture, Chinese medicine and nutrition.

Bastyr’s three-year grant will be used to
assess some of the alternative therapies AIDS
patients are using to fight their disease. Few of
these therapies have been subjected to careful
scientific scrutiny for effectiveness and safety.

Alternative medical practitioners use non-
drug approaches in treatment and emphasize
“whole-body” therapies, rather than targeting
specific diseases.

“This is the culmination of years of work,”
said Leanna Standish, a naturopathic physi-
cian and research director for Bastyr.

But she noted that obstacles remain.

“It can be hard to draw conclusions when
dealing with natural medicines,” Standish said,
adding that there may be grounds for concerns
about gaining Food and Drug Administration
approval for alternative therapies.

“Bastyr really does try to back up every-
thing with good data and research,” said Ron
Bills, an AIDS patient and board president for
the Seattle Treatment Education Project, which
provides information on AIDS treatment op-
tions.

Bills, who has used naturopathic medicines,
noted that Bastyr “doesn’t take the radical po-
sition that conventional medicine is poison.
They look at natural medicine as complemen-
tary to conventional medicine.”

ASSOCIATED PRESS

GCDC may restructure AIDS efforts

The federal Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) is considering a radical
restructuring of its HIV/AIDS research and
prevention efforts, reported the Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution last week.

According to the report, CDC Director
David Satcher plans to review four restructur-
ing options devised by CDC officials and an
independent consulting firm and will make a
decision soon.

Currently, the CDC’s HIV/AIDS activities
are divided among 10 separate departments.
The proposed alternatives range from improv-
ing the existing organization to creating a new
“megacenter” for HIV/AIDS.

The proposed restructuring was prompted
by a report from an external review commit-
tee, the most extensive review the federal
agency had undergone since AIDS was recog-
nized 13 years ago. That report expressed con-
cerns that the CDC’s structure was hindering
prevention efforts because there is no direct
line of authority and the structure appeared
fragmented to outside observers.

Dr. Neil Schram, a committee member from

CDC Director David Satcher

California, commented, “They [the CDC] may
not be doing everything we want, but they
really are listening. This is a dramatic change
for the CDC.”

Breast cancer detection saves
employers lives and dollars

New York City—In 1989, Zeneca Pharma-
ceuticals became one of the first U.S. compa-
nies to offer to test employees for breast can-
cer. Of 1,300 mammograms given at its
Wilmington, Del., headquarters, eight women
were diagnosed with early stage breast cancer.

During October, National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, Zeneca and other compa-
nies are trying to promote the message that
providing screening to female employees saves
both lives and dollars.

This year, breast cancer will strike 182,000
women in the United States and kill 46,000,
according to the American Cancer Society.
Incidence of the disease has risen about 2 per-
cent a year since 1980, partly because detec-
tion efforts have improved, people are living
longer and the baby boom population has aged.

According to the Cancer Institute, it costs
an employer about $12,000 to treat early stage
breast cancer. Treating it later can cost more

than $140,000.

Zeneca surveyed the nation’s leading com-
panies and found that 88 percent offer female
employees insurance coverage for off-site
screening, up from 65 percent in 1990. But
only a handful—including Zeneca, Goodyear
Tire & Rubber Co. and Adolph Coors Co.—
have on-site testing with their own or leased
equipment.

The Zeneca program has saved not only
lives but significant company dollars, says
Zeneca spokesman Joel Tau.

With an investment of $70,000, Zeneca
has saved $80,000 by doing the tests itself.
Each off-sitt mammograms would have cost
the company up to $75 more.

The early diagnoses also saved an esti-
mated $250,000 by avoiding hospitalizations,
sick days, employee rehiring and retraining,
Tau said.

LISA GENASCI
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Addiction doesn’t discriminate,
treatment shouldn’t either.

* Chemical Dependency
* Sexual Addiction

e Eating Disorders

* Inpatient

Common

Steps

A Gay/Lesbian & Bisexual
Affirming Recovery Program

Free Assessment

* Nicotine Dependency

* Qutpatient

TREATING A DIVERSE AND INCLUSIVE
COMMUNITY WITH CARE & RESPECT

DDICTION
RECOVERY RESOURCES

OF DECATUR HOSPITAL

450 North Candler St., Decatur, GA 30030

‘ 24 HOUR HELPLINE
1-800-783-7318 or 404-377-5768

VIATICAL
ASSISTANCE
CORPORATION

We assist those living with HIV/AIDS and Cancer by helping
them sell their life insurance policies; turning the policy into an
investment vehicle. Dignity is a right, not a privilege. Call for a
free brochure and information packet. Ask about our community
involvement. We truly care about you!

800-892-1280

800-892-1282

Member, National Association of People With AIDS,
Founding Member, National Viatical Association
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Living

with

AIDS

should not be
a financial
challenge...

Upon accepting our offer, your
money will be placed in an
escrow account™ specifically
created for you. The full
amount will be sent to you

no later than 48 hours after
receiving proof of the requested
changes to your policy.

Coping with a personal crisis
should at least be on your
own terms.

Selling your life insurance
policy can help reduce
financial stress and allow you
to regain control of your
personal affairs.

We can help.

Normally, we offer 60 to
80% of the face walue

of the policy.

At Individual Benefits, Inc.,
we care how you feel about
us. Please call (anytime):

(800) 800-3264

INDIVIDUAL
BENEFITS

» A Viatical Settlements Company -

616 Guilford College Road, Suite A, Greensboro, North Carolina 27409

COME HOMETO
YOUR EROTIC BODY

ATLANTA
Oct. 29,30

Experience erotic

energy as playful,

For information sacred, energzzmg

and to register, call:

John Ballew
(404) 659-5175

and transformative.

Bobpy ELECTRIC’S

CELEBRATING THE BODY EROTIC

o e G B e I
How to Get the Most
From Your Doctor

1. Talk to someone you trust with your deepest
concerns.

2. Formulate personal goals for your health.

3. Co-design actions for achieving the results you
want.

4. Get started soon.

I would be pleased to use my training and
experience to help you enjoy reaching your goals.

13 Corporate Square
Suite 107, Atlanta
325-2273

STOSH OSTROW, M.D.
General Practice

Condom Man signals new
direction for AID Atlanta

Agency makes strides in
outreach to the local gay
community

As 20,000 volunteers marched in
Sunday’s AIDS Walk, raising $1.2 million
for local AIDS agencies, the spotlight was
trained on AID Atlanta, an organization that
in the past has been criticized for a lack of
outreach efforts to the gay community. So it
was fitting that the Walk coincided with the
debut of AID Atlanta’s highest profile gay-
targeted campaign—a masked superhero of
sorts named Condom Man.

Both Condom Man and an ongoing safer
sex workshop called “Slipping and Sliding,”
which AID Atlanta has been heavily pro-
moting in recent weeks, come in the wake of
years of low-profile (and low volume) edu-
cational work specifically for and about
Atlanta’s gay community. This has puzzled
advocates, who point out that 70 percent of
the AIDS cases in Georgia remain within
the gay community. J

“There was a valid concern that there
wasn’t enough outreach being done [by AID
Atlanta] to the gay community,” said Joe
Wright, education program coordinator for
AID Atlanta. “It was an unavoidable situa-
tion. We scrambled to try to find ways to fill
that gap. The funding that is provided through
various state and federal organizations has
not been directed toward outreach to the gay
community. It finally came to a point where
we could not find funds for it, but we were
amplifying funds for other areas and moved
general operating expenses to provide out-
reach to the gay community.”

The result, in part, is an undisclosed info-
and condom-wielding volunteer clad in a
black suede mask, red spandex body suit,
turquoise codpiece, a black utility belt, yel-
low go-go boots, and, of course, the soon-
to-be-ubiquitous “C” logo. “He’s coming...
You will be safe!” read the promotional post-
ers around town.

“For the most part, a lot of the fun has
been taken out of sex,” Wright said. “It’s
become far too serious. The Condom Man
campaign is really our attempt to lighten it
up a little bit.” Condom Man will appear at
various events and clubs, Wright added, say-
ing, “People will know it’'s AID Atlanta,
they’ll know he’s pushing for safer sex and
condom use.”

With Condom Man, AID Atlanta does
not want to pass judgment, only the facts. In
many ways, it is a reaction to the way in
which safe sex campaigns have been handled
in the past, saying you can do this and you
can’t do that. According to Wright, Condom
Man will at once be “silly, fun, spontane-
ous” and “not preachy.”

Wright is clearly delighted with Condom
Man’s launch and is optimistic about the
possibilities for spin-offs. Eventually he
hopes to see the development of a comic
strip, in which the hero would battle such
arch rivals as Chlamydia and HIV.

While Condom Man is out and about,
AID Atlanta is also doing gay outreach in a
more formal setting. The organization
launched “Slipping and Sliding: Jeopardy,
Studs, and the Love Connection!” in May.

Condom Man and his trusty sidekick,
Rubber Maid, flew into action at last
Sunday’s AIDS Walk.

Touted as “a new generation of safer sex
education,” the six-week workshop is aimed
at gay men who feel they have learned
enough, are immune, or who may be frus-
trated and willing to give up thinking about
AIDS altogether.

“‘Slipping and Sliding,’ the name, could
have a double connotation,” Wright said.
“We’re trying to avoid slipping into unsafe
behavior, if you will.”

The workshop is almost entirely partici-
pant-driven. In the first night, basic infor-
mation is covered and personal goals are set.
From there it mushrooms into weekly dis-
cussions on the complexities of gay life in
the ’90s, with each session building upon
the previous ones. Among the issues exam-
ined are self-esteem, survivor’s guilt, sero-
discordant couples, pornography and its im-
pact on gay sexuality—as well as why people
have sex in the first place.

Sixty-one people have already gone
through the program, and classes are form-
ing with increased interest, often on the rec-
ommendation of those who have participated.
Next year, Wright expects to be doing con-
tinuing education workshops for those who
have been through “Slipping and Sliding”
and want more.

The ultimate goal of the workshops is to
open lines of communication and get people
talking about sex—something Wright thinks
is imperative to the health of the commu-
nity.

“We're starting to see a return to the
more freewheeling sexuality,” Wright said.
“In Miami we’re seeing sex shows in bars.
Sex clubs are opening up [across the coun-
try]. We also know that there are regular
Friday night orgies going on in town. We're
not here to take any position on whether
that’s good or bad. But if it’s going to hap-
pen, we want to make sure that a return to a
more freewheeling sexuality is a return to a
more freewheeling safer sexuality. We feel
that the only way to do that is by opening up
the communication lines.”

JAMES FITCH

For more information on “Slipping and
Sliding,” call 885-6800, ext. 306.










In a new book,

Col. Margarethe
Cammermeyer
writes of her battle
to serve openly
and proudly as

a lesbian in the
military

by KC WILDMOON

In the student lounge at Georgia State
University, Dr. Margarethe Cammer-
meyer listens patiently while a student
tells her about his brother, a gay man in
the Army, and the struggles he faces to
keep his secret. When he finishes, the Na-
tional Guard Colonel advises that the young
man’s brother keep quiet. “The regulation
would require that the Army separate him,”
she says.

Then she quietly explains that the
Servicemembers Legal Services Corp. in
Washington, D.C., is available for assistance,
should the man’s brother ever need it.

The advice, coming from the highest rank-
ing military servicemember ever to be dis-
charged for being gay, seems somehow in-
congruous. Almost from the start,
Cammermeyer has fought the Department of
Defense regulation that, at the time, banned
gay and lesbian servicemembers from the
military. So far, she is winning. But it’s a
fight she doesn’t urge for others.

In 1989, preparing to apply to attend the
Army’s War College, a requirement if she
was ever to attain her goal of being named
Chief Nurse of the National Guard,
Cammermeyer needed top secret clearance.
And in 1989, military investigators could,
and did, ask about sexual orientation.
Cammermeyer’s truthful answer—*1 am a
lesbian”—resulted in her discharge.

“I can give one set of advice,” she says of
her suggestion to the student. “But in terms
of what I felt my responsibility was as a
senior officer, going for top secret clearance,
wanting to have a clear record and for there
never to be a question about whether or not I
deserved to be where I was, I had to say that.
Of course, then I had these delusions of gran-
deur. But for me it’s such an extraordinary
journey, so freeing.” ;

Cammermeyer was ultimately discharged
in 1992, and immediately filed suit in fed-
eral court challenging the anti-gay regula-
tion. In June 1994, a federal judge ordered
that Cammermeyer be reinstated to her job
with the National Guard.

“I think there’s a tendency for us—at
least to my way of thinking—there has to be
a greater purpose,” she explains. “The noble
cause seemed to be to take on the regulation.
I had done that in the past and succeeded,
and there was the naive belief that every-
thing would turn out the way it was sup-
posed to.”

Of her high-profile fight with the military,
Col. Margarethe Cammermeyer says she
must “talk for those unable to speak for
themselves.”

OCTOBER 20/1

Meaning, she explains, that the Army
would make an exception for her because of
her stellar record, or realize the incongruity
of the regulation itself and change it.
Cammermeyer had, on more than one occa-
sion, challenged military regulations—ear-
lier in her career, she succeeded in convinc-
ing the Army to change a regulation that
offered a housing allowance only to the hus-
band in a military marriage. She had every
reason to believe that through her case, the
military would recognize the error of its ways.

Not so. The Army went through with
discharge proceedings—“withdrawing fed-
eral recognition” in military vernacular—and
has continued to fight her reinstatement
through the courts. But Margrethe
Cammermeyer is equally determined to fight
back.

“There are a number of things in terms of
life experience that make me able to say, in
your face, ‘Tell me what’s wrong with how I
serve,”” she says. ““Tell me what’s wrong
with how I care for my children. How I
contribute to society. How I pay my taxes.
How I love my neighbor. Tell me what’s
wrong that I can understand why I should be
negated as a human being. And no matter
what the arguments have been over the past
four years, there’s nothing that people say
that makes sense. There’s nothing that the
Senate Armed Services Committee or that
the generals ever said that made sense about
how it was that we were bad for morale and

- discipline and good order.

“Because if that had been the case,” she
adds with an unexpected smile, “there would
be no gays and lesbians in the military. And
the same thing applies in society. You can’t
say that being gay is detrimental for society.
Whatever- the numbers are, there are thou-
sands in every walk of life who happen to be
gay.”

Cammermeyer believes that the fact of
someone’s sexual orientation should be a non-
issue. “That’s what we need to make it,” she
says. “It can only become a non-issue as we
articulate who we are, as each one of us is
ready to do that, as we define ourselves, and
our families, and our concerns every bit as

CONTINUES ON PAGE 16

Congregation Bet Haverim

Welcomes
Rabbi Leila Gal Berner

Congregation Bet Haverim,
a Reconstructionist Synagogue Serving the Lesbian
and Gay Community, Celebrates the Jewish New Year
by Introducing Our Own Rabbi

Join Us for Shabbat Services and Torah Study Led by Rabbi Berner:

Friday, Oct. 21 Saturday, Oct. 22
8 p.m. 10:30 a.m.

Special Event

Please Join Us for a Night of Live Entertainment, Dancing
and Desserts to Benefit CBH's Rabbi Fundraising Drive
9 pm.-12:30 a.m. Saturday, October 22
Tula Gallery (75 Bennett St., NW—Behind Mick’s)
Tickets $15 At The Door
Desserts & Coffee Provided By:

The Ritz-Carlton Buckhead = Sheraton Colony Square Hotel
The Westin Peachtree Plaza and Plaza Catering ® The Emory Inn
Alon’s = Mick’s » Affairs To Remember = Caribou Coffee

Services Held at 701 W. Howard Ave., Decatur
(One-Half Mile East of the East Lake Marta Station)

642-3467

Body Images

1952 Howell Mill Rd

355-4303
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Kappers

Continued from page 1

his struggle to do the right thing.

“He had an incredible soul, and an incred-
ible capacity for courage,” she said.

“He never stopped,” said Julie Hamilton,
another friend and an RN with the Visiting
Nurse Health System of Atlanta. Hamilton met
Kappers in 1987 when both were volunteering
for AID Atlanta. “Whenever life starts getting
to me, I think of him. I think of all the times he
had every right to give up, and he didn’t.”

Chip Rowan of the AIDS Legal Project
credits Kappers with his own involvement in
AIDS activism/advocacy.

“John was the first person I ever met that I
knew had HIV,” he said. “It really affected
me, meeting him. That, along with the na-
tional March on Washington in ’87, and my
own experience later with my lover who had
AIDS, changed my life. He was a real catalyst
for change. I think it’s really appropriate that
he died on the anniversary of that march.”

That capacity for courage, that drive to
improve the lot of people in his situation,
changed Kappers’ life after his AIDS diagno-
sis in 1984. When doctors initially told him to
“prepare for the worst,” Kappers beat the odds,
recovering from Bell’s palsy, and set to work.
He was among the first volunteers for AID
Atlanta’s buddy program, and, seeing the need
for more advocacy as well as services for
people with AIDS, became a founding mem-
ber of the Atlanta chapter of the National As-
sociation of People With AIDS (now the AIDS
Survival Project) in 1987.

“I can’t think of a single person who has
done more in the fight against AIDS than
John,” said Jeff Graham, interim director of
the AIDS Survival Project. “Being such a
strong leader for so many years, and more
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Bulk Party Supplies
Masks/Make-up
Costumes
Decorations
Centerpieces
Helium Balloons
Tank Rentals
Containers/Bags

YOUR ULTIMATE RESOURCE

EVERYTHING

With Coupon - Expires 11/1/94
Not Valid With Other Offers

featuring PA PEREE

Candy

HALLOWEEN COSTUMES & AGGESSDBIES

Huge Selection! Creative Personalized Service!

John Kappers and partner Tim Boyd
during a relaxing moment at home.

than just a leader—a real role model of com-
passion, caring, understanding and determina-
tion.”

“His legacy is the AIDS Survival Project,”
said Tim Boyd, Kappers’ partner of six years
and co-owner of Maddix DeLuxe. “Seeing that
through from its inception, getting it to the
point of being a very viable agency.”

Kappers’ determination led him to nurs-
ing. In the late 1980s, while working full-time
at Shepherd Spinal Center, Kappers attended
night school, eventually becoming a nurse with
the intention of working with AIDS patients.
After visiting a friend hospitalized at St.
Vincent’s Hospital in New York City, one of
the first hospitals in the country to devote an
entire unit to caring for AIDS patients, Kappers
decided to work there, and spent two years

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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Your Financial Plan

Should Be As Unique
As Your Family.

Families today are as umque as their
ID
I ‘

individual members. At IDS we realize

that one-size-fits-all financial plan

simply doesn't meet most people's needs.
An American Expréss company That's why we've developed financial
planning to meet the specific needs of
both traditional and non-traditional
families. Call today for a free
introductory consultation.

IDS Financial Services Inc.

Margaret Graff and Ron Powell
Personal Financial Planner
(404) 876-0132, fax 876-0152

A

©1993 IDS Financial Corporation 117 5th Street, NE, Atlanta, GA 30308
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One of the few
things that can
survive double
coupon days at
the market.

A day at the market isn’t easy on anyone, particularly
your car. So, at Saturn, we test our cars by literally
bumping shopping carts into them. It proves our dent-
resistant polymer bodyside panels are as tough as we
think they are. Besides, we also think it’s a lot of fun.

M.S.R.P. of the 1994 SLI is $12,025 including retailer preparation and transportation.
Tax, license, and other options additional. © 1993 Saturn Corporation.

SATIRN..

Saturn of Gwinnett
2520 Pleasant Hill Rd.
497-8770

Saturn of Chamblee
5764 Peachtree Industrial Blvd.
451-8188

A DirrereNT KIND 0f COMPANY.

A DirrereNT KIND 0f CAR.

Part of the Hix Green Family

We make things grow...

S&S
ANDSCAPING

ing Atlanta and all surrounding areas”

omplete Landscape Design,
nstallation, & Maintenance

Services include:

New Trees & Shrubs, Sod,
Mulch, Pine Straw, Top Sail,
Hardscapes, Fertilization,
& General Clean-Up

ree Evaluations 508-0724

Kappers

Continued from page 17

with the hospital in Greenwich Village.

Mike Cashin, St. Vincent’s assistant nurs-
ing care coordinator and one of Kappers’ su-
pervisors during his tenure there, remembers
him as a “powerful and concerned” man.

“He was a good advocate on the patients’
behalf,” Cashin said, “very knowledgeable,
especially on experimental treatments, so the
rest of the staff learned through him.

“His time in New York, we appreciate what
he gave the floor here,” he added. “It’s hard
when one of your own goes.”

But while at St. Vincent’s, Kappers came
in contact with a new opportunistic disease
that was rapidly becoming rampant in larger
cities—multiple drug resistant tuberculosis
(MDR-TB)—and contracted the disease. Back
in Atlanta, Kappers was involuntarily confined
to his home by the DeKalb County Health
Department in April 1994, despite TB smears
and chest x-rays that showed evidence that the
disease was not active and contagious. His
confinement led to numerous protests at both
the DeKalb Health Department and the state
Department of Human Resources aimed at forc-
ing officials to revamp guidelines for handling
patients with MDR-TB.

Kappers was released from confinement
on May 18, and the following day was one of
three people arrested protesting the lack of
guidelines.

“He was very adamant about going to
DeKalb County and being arrested, because
the issue was not about him,” said Graham.
“He was very clear about that. The issue was
how the county was handling patients like
him.”

Because of the attention given to Kappers’
case, thé Department of Human Resources has

begun work on new guidelines governing
MDR-TB cases, currently in the final review
stages.

A two-time president of the board of
NAPWA/AIDS Survival Project, Kappers
never strayed far from his vital work in AIDS-
related health care. After returning from New
York, he worked for the Visiting Nurse Health
System and served on the Scientific Advisory
Comnmittee of the AIDS Research Consortium
of Atlanta.

Dr. Melanie Thompson, principle investi-
gator for ARCA, said that the first edition of
the organization’s Research Directory will be
dedicated in Kappers’ memory.

“We will miss his guidance,” Thompson
said. “He was an insightful and dedicated mem-
ber.”

For all his dedication and toil in activist
and advocate roles, it is perhaps on a more
personal level that Kappers had his most pow-
erful impact.

“I feel very lucky to have known and loved
somebody like John,” VanderEls said. “His is
a very special soul.”

Boyd, who met Kappers when he spoke at
the Lesbian/Gay Pride rally in 1988, said that
“it will be different not having him.”

“AIDS brought us together, and it took us
apart,” said Boyd, who marched with many of
Kappers’ friends in his name in Sunday’s AIDS
Walk Atlanta. “But we all have the memories,
the love. We’re different. We have been
changed.”

KC WILDMOON

A memorial service for John Kappers was
held October 15 at St. Mark’s Methodist
Church, led by Rev. Ken South. Kappers asked
that, in lieu of flowers, contributions be made
to the AIDS Survival Project or Project Open
Hand/Atlanta.

WE inviTe you
10 WORship with us

Sundays a1 11:00 am and 7:30 pm

Rev. Glenna Shephierd, Pasior

Rays Road, Suite 101e Sione Mouniain, GA 30087

(404) 2970350

404/874-0824

Jacuzzi SunteS '

Utilities, Covered Parking, Standard Cable TV, On Site Laundry Facilities
- Certain restrictions may apply *

30 Fifth Street NE Atlanta, GA 30308

— $199.00 for 2 night stay

1, 3 and 6 month leases

(800) 822-0824
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Beware of what's [urking in the dark,

Coming Soon

November 13th

Windstorm Productions Presents

ROMANOVSRHY &
PHILLIPS

Sun, Oct 23, 8pm,
$10 adv/%12 door

Texas Chain Saw Mascara
Halloween Weekend

Sunday, October 23 at 1am Join Winners and Former

Misses USA and USA at Large in the Cabaret
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Until two years ago, there was an interesting, offbeat
theatre company in town called Different Voices Theatre,
which was dedicated to presenting plays by women and
minority playwrights. That group is, alas, gone now. But
from its ashes (and with many of the same people) has risen
a new group—one more specifically focused—called The
Factory Theatre.

According to Factory Theatre Artistic Director Sally J.
Robertson, the group is recharged and committed to doing
plays written by women. “There are a lot of interesting
plays being sent to me all the time,” she says. “And no
other group in Atlanta is actively looking to do them.”

The first production for the new Factory Theatre is two
very different one-act monologues being presented under
the collective title of “Women Solo.” It is a strong way for
the group to mark its launching.

The first piece, “Immediate Family” by Terry Baum, is
a powerfully written and acted drama about a lesbian couple,
Rose and Virginia, who have been lovers for over 21 years.
Rose is now in a cancer-induced coma, and Virginia is left
to take care of her. It’s not easy for Virginia to visit the
non-communicative Rose every day, but she does. At this
point, the doctors have told her the time for miracles has
passed and there is no hope. Virginia wants to allow Rose
to die with dignity, but she’s legally prevented from doing
so because legally she is not immediate family (the biologi-
cal family won’t get involved).

Contained in the play are lines that are all to familiar to
many of us these days: “Nature wouldn’t let you suffer like
this,” “I wish [the doctor] cared more,” and “I wish you
would die and set me free.” No, the play is not an allegory
about AIDS, but it is all too familiar ground for anyone
who’s ever been a caretaker in that situation.

The aforementioned Sally Robertson expertly plays Vir-
ginia. She adroitly handles the comic aspects of Ms. Baum’s
play, yet she’s at her best when the play takes a serious

JATTEA VSI'T

Sally J. Robertson is masterful as Virginia in “Imme-
diate Family.”

turn. Her performance is built from the character’s increas-
ing fury over the hopelessness of the situation, and she
makes the piece become especially vibrant and exciting.
It’s the best work I’ve seen this actress do, and it is worth
going out of your way to see.

Director Leesa Carter manages to keep the play moving
briskly, never letting it get too far over the line—either on
the comic side or the pathos aspect. Also pay attention to
the way she uses one sound effect—and how its absence
makes the play really hit hard.

The second play in this presentation is called “Waking
Women,” a lighter piece about Ms. Edie, an elderly woman,
sitting on her porch, talking to a neighbor whose husband
has just died. Though that’s mentioned frequently, Ms.

Decatur, GA
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Beadworks by Shoshanna
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Edie really wants to talk about her niece Pinkie, and her ex-
sister-in-law Agnes.

It seems that Agnes has been trying to shield her daugh-
ter from the evils of the world, even going so far as to keep
the teenager locked up in the house. Yet Ms. Edie can tell
something isn’t right about Pinkie (she insists on wearing a
ratty, loose-fitting navy blue blouse, day after day, for no
apparent reason). Sure enough, Pinkie is not so innocent in
the ways of the world; as the play starts, we learn Pinkie is
now in her eighth hour of labor.

Ms. Edie wanders from topic to topic, but everything
comes back to Pinkie and her situation. The girl is only 15,
ruminates Ms. Edie, “and her childhood is over.”

Playwright Cassandra Medley seems to: have spent a
great deal of time talking about very little. Ms. Edie is an
interesting character, but her long meanderings rarely yield
more than mild interest for us. Worse, the play delivers no
emotional payoff—it’s just Ms. Edie talking and talking
with no real point being made.

Given that she has so little material to really work with
(and that much of it is already confusing) veteran actress
Georgia Allen delivers an uneven performance. At times,
she really gives a phrase an interesting turn, but at other
time, she seems a bit at sea onstage.

“Women Solo” gives the Factory Theatre people a good
reintroduction to the community, and the first play, “Imme-
diate Family,” is especially worth seeing. The plays are
being shown on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday eve-
nings. The first week’s presentations were held at the SAME/
Outproud space on Oct.10-12; the next were Oct. 17-19 at
Horizon Theatre in Little Five Points.

MICHAEL KAPE

Remaining performances of “Women Solo” will be at

Actor’s Express in the King Plow Arts Center from Mon-
day, Oct. 24, to Wednesday, Oct. 26.
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JOIN US THIS HALLOWEEN
WEEKEND AS WE MAGICALLY
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CLEOPATRA-S TOMB
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Are you ready for our appointm...well!
Look at you, Earl-I think you're taking a shine
to those non-gender specific HLM folks!

HI.M Services, Inc.

IRS problems and collection issues. Accounting and financial
advising for the small business. Income tax preparation.
We service all 50 states.

404-370-0986, Outside Atlanta: 1-800-GAY-TAXS
412 Church St., Decatur, GA

Over 800 Booths With Quality Furniture,
Jewelry & Collectibles ® Dealers from 30 States
Why Drive All Over Town?

The Best Selection & Prices Are Here!

ANTIQUES

OCTOBER 21, 22 & 23

North Atlanta Trade Center, Norcross, GA

HOURS:
Friday & Saturday 9am-6pm and Sunday 10am-5pm
Free Parking ¢ All Indoors ® Admission $3

I-85 to Exit 38. Turn East on Indian Trail.
Turn right on Oakbrook Pkwy.

Turn right on Jeurgens Ct.

404-279-9853
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He’s funny that way

Author and NPRcommentator David Sedaris goes over
the top—and beyond—in the new collection “Barrel Fever”

“You know sometimes at a party you’ll meet someone
who’s sort of deluded but really entertaining? I fall for these
people like crazy—I can’t get enough of listening to them.”
David Sedaris is explaining where he gets the inspiration for
the bizarre characters in the short stories included in “Barrel
Fever,” published earlier this year by Little, Brown.

He could also be describing himself.

Deluded or not, Sedaris, 37, has won praise for his new
book as well as for his monthly commentaries on National
Public Radio. Born in Binghamton, N.Y ., Sedaris moved with
his family to Raleigh, N.C., as a youngster and lived there
until attending college at Kent State University. He has lived
in Manhattan since 1990, where his short stories and diary
entries have been published in such publications as Harper’s
and Mirabella.”

In a phone interview, Sedaris’ voice sounds like what
would happen if Truman Capote and Joe Pesci had a child
together—something you’d expect to happen in one of his
stories. “I never plan in advance what’s going to happen in a
story... [but] I can’t resist the urge to go over the top. I try to
hold myself back but I just can’t.”

An example of this tendency for pushing the limits is “My
Manuscript,” a story in which a sexually precocious 14-year-
old boy records his graphic sexual fantasies in a diary. Risqué
as the premise is to begin with, Sedaris takes the reader a step
further when an anonymous sexual encounter with an older
man leads to the boy finding blood in his underwear, which is
eventually discovered by an evil housekeeper, Mrs. Peacock.

“In high school, I had this friend,” explains Sedaris, “who,
I found out years later, had this enormous sexual life—you
know, meeting people in public restrooms...I tried to imagine
what his life would have been like if it had been my life.” And
yes, Sedaris’ family did have a nosy housekeeper named Mrs.
Peacock, who more than once invaded his privacy.

The Hitching Pos
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Such a mixture of hilarity and horror evokes pre-
cisely the response Sedaris hopes for: ambivalence. “I
always like it when you laugh at something and then
two minutes later you say, ‘What kind of a monster am
I that I would laugh at that?”

Sedaris compares his writing to the early stand-up
comedy of Whoopi Goldberg. In one of her famous
monologues, a teenage valley girl describes having sex
on the beach, ultimately getting pregnant and perform-
ing a coat-hanger abortion on herself. As with Whoopi’s
routine, Sedaris’ stories can make you howl with laugh-
ter—and gasp in revulsion.

And for some, the response is not only emotional
but political. One story in “Barrel Fever,” “Season’s
Greetings,” contains a Vietnamese character named
Khe Sahn, who is illegitimate daughter of the narrator’s
husband. Told through the eyes of Jocelyn, a desperate middle-
aged suburbanite struggling to keep her dysfunctional family
intact, the story has Khe Sahn speaking gloriously distorted
English, walking around in a bra and panties, and trying
alternately to seduce Jocelyn’s husband—the girl’s own fa-
ther—and his eldest son.

“After the story appeared in The New York Press, two
Asian businesses canceled their advertising, and a guy wrote
that I should take my stories to Germany,” Sedaris says,
hesitating. “I didn’t know it was a stereotype—I was just
making it up.”

Still, the author is no apologist. “I don’t believe in reading
things politically,” he says.-“Then you’re not reading what’s
there, you’re reading in between what’s there in a way that’s
completely boring... In the gay writing world, you’ll hear
people asking, ‘Is it sex-positive?” That’s not a consideration
of literature. That’s for writing political tracts and pamphlets.”

Sedaris is similarly apolitical in the way he views his role

t

? Oct. 28-31
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MIDTOWN PROMENADE
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as an NPR commentator, where he regularly reads diary en-
tries like his now-famous “Santaland Diaries,” about the sea-
son he worked as a Christmas elf at Macy’s Herald Square.
“[Being gay] is not central in my life. People say, ‘Here
you’ve got this great chance—8 million people listening—
why aren’t you talking about AIDS? Why aren’t you talking
about homophobia?” I’'m not going to get up in front of 8
million people and say ‘AIDS is bad’...I think it works better
if the audience gradually discovers you’re gay.”

Currently at work on a novel (“We’re calling it a tumor,”
he quips, “because it has the same number of letters as novel
and it grows faster”), Sedaris also works as a housecleaner
and painter and lives with his lover, a theatrical set-painter. “I
worked as a furniture-stripper for years,” he recalls, “and the
chemical fumes left me with about five brain cells.”

One can only imagine what he was like before.

ADAM J. SANK
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THE LIVING RETURN
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Happy HALLOWEEN

KARAOKE Monday thru Wednesday
Friday - TGIF PARTY with BUFFET and RETRO DISCO with BRIAN

Sunday 4-8 THE BEST FREE BUFFET IN TOWN!

ANSLEY SQUARE : *
ATLANTA- 404 872-4403 PIEDMONT

Travel Affair Invites
You to Amsterdam
for Thanksgiving

This package price includes:
Round trip air on KLM
Transfer from airport to hotel
by private deluxe motor coach
Porterage at the airport and the hotel
Three nights accommodations at the Tulip Inn
Three full American breakfasts
Half day Amsterdam city sight-seeing tour inclusive of
entrance fees and English speaking guide in a private
deluxe motor coach
Canal Cruise

Hotel service charges and taxes

Total package price per person based on double occupancy $795
Package price based on a minimum of 20 passengers. '
Extensions and single supplements are available, ¢allfor detatls
Space is limited so don't delay, make your reservations today

GARY POTTS
SCOTT MANUS
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Screen gems

In its second year, the Atlanta
Lesbian and Gay Film Festival
boasts over 50 films—from
drama to comedy to camp

If the latest Wes Craven or Quentin
Tarantino film somehow isn’t tempting you
off the couch, take heart. The second annual
Atlanta Lesbian and Gay Film Festival, of-
fering over 50 films from
around the world, will soon
be here. Sponsored by South-
eastern Arts, Media and Edu-
cation Project (SAME),
Southern Voice and Maddix
Deluxe, the festival will run
Nov. 4-13. The festival prom-
ises viewers something main-
stream Hollywood just can’t
seem to manage—a cinematic
reflection of gay and lesbian
experience in all its diversity.

“We are giving the whole
gay community a chance to
cry, laugh, smile, think, feel
romantic and just be them-
selves while watching their
peers on screen,” says SAME
administrative director Rob-
ert Teverino. “Heterosexuals
have had this opportunity for
years. It’s our turn. We have
tried very hard to touch on
everything and enjoy subject
matter from all aspects: black,
white, Native American, Jew-

Other international entries include:

* “The Last Time I Saw Ron,” a Belgian
short film about gay actor Ron Vawter.

* “For a Lost Soldier,” a Dutch memory
film depicting an adolescent youth’s first
erotic friendship.

* “Okoge,” an acclaimed Japanese com-
edy of marital deception.

* “Sex of the Stars,” a Canadian feature
about a girl and her transsexual father.

* “Female Misbehaviors,” from German
director Monika Treut, a compilation of four
films exploring S&M, porn, transsexualism
and Camille Paglia.

In addition, the festival features several
recent underground hits—Todd Haynes’
“Poison,” Derek Jarman’s “Caravaggio,” and

ANAVd NIAHLS

ish, Japanese, Russian, Aus-  “Qut: Stories of Lesbian and Gay Youth" is an over-
tralian, gay, lesbian, transves-  yiew of the life and struggles of gay and leshian youth

tite, camp and serious.”

Opening the festival is
“Grief,” a freewheeling comedy directed by
Richard Glatzer that is set behind the scenes
of abad soap opera. Starring Alexis Arquette
(“Last Exit to Brooklyn”) and Craig Chester
(“Swoon”), the film—described as a ‘Soap
Dish’ for the gay community—revels in all
the absurdity and humor of cheap television.

The festival continues with an entry from
Hong Kong, “The Legend of Fong Sai Yuk.”
In this pastiche of kung fu, subtitles and
lesbians, a mother sets out to defend her
son’s honor and ends up falling for another
woman.

in Ganada.

the Tom of Finland documentary “Daddy
and the Muscle Academy.”

All in all, the festival is, in Teverino’s
words, “Around the World in Ten Gay
Days.”

All films will be at the Plaza Theatre on
Ponce de Leon. Opening night tickets are
$15, including reception. Tickets for their
events are $7 at the box office (a 10-show
festival pass is available for $50 from SAME
before November 3). Call 609-9590 for more
information.
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LINDA RYE

Age: 45
How long in Atlanta: 16 years
Relationship Status: Married

Last Book Read: “The Shipping News”
by E. Annie Proulx

Quietly, very quietly, Linda Rye tells the
most amazing stories. About her life, her work,
a three-month car tour of the western United
States.

“A friend and I decided we wanted to see
part of the country we hadn’t seen,” she says
of that 1979 trip. “We did a lot of research—
wrote every chamber of commerce and took
off.”

She smiles for a moment and then adds, “I
took over 700 pictures.”

Rye admits she’s not a photo buff, but she
likes to have the photos available for remem-
brances, although there are parts of that jour-
ney she may not like to remember. “We to-
taled the car in Kingman, Arizona,” she says.
“And had to deal with the insurance company
from there. They wanted us to come back here
to get a new car ™

But Rye anu ot itiend won out, got an-
other car- after searching the state for a
Toyota—and continued on to California and
up the coast to Oregon and Washington.

Traveling must be in Rye’s blood. “I like
coming home,” she says, “but I dolike living
out of a suitcase. The real reason I came back
was [ was afraid my job wouldn’t still be here.”

“I’d love to do it again and see another part
of the country,” she adds.

But that’s a little difficult these days—just
a year and a half ago, she left the graphic
design job she’d had since she came to Atlanta
and started her own business.

“I hadn’t given much thought to starting
my own business,” she says. “I had thought
about changing careers to something not dead-
line-oriented.”

But a friend offered her an “account I
couldn’t refuse,” and that, coupled with her
partner’s desire for a computer, prompted her
to stay with the design career, but under her
own control. Now she works out of her home,
where she has lived for 14 years.

“I really like being self-employed,” she
says with a smile. ~ *

Rye doesn’t spend all of her time in front
of a computer screen, however. She’s turned
into an avid gardener since buying the south
Atlanta house.

“When I moved into this house, there was

Torpado, Lattoo

Visit our new location!
464 Moreland ¢ 524-0009

1085 North Ave. Bldg. #B * 524-6014

nothing in the yard but weeds and car parts,”
she says with a laugh. “I didn’t even know I
liked gardening until I moved into here and
started putting things in the ground.”

The Atlanta Feminist Women’s Chorus has
a special place in her heart as well—she’s
been singing with the group for seven years,
and joining the chorus actually helped spur
her coming out.

“When I was in college [at Gustavus
Adolphus in Minneapolis], we talked about it
all the time,” she says, “but nothing ever hap-
pened. We were women’s libbers back then.
We fought for the right not to be locked in our
dorms.”

And they taught classes when the entire
school shut down when then-President Rich-
ard Nixon ordered the bombing of Cambodia.

“We had seminars on women’s lib, classes
on pacifism, conscientious objection,” she re-
calls. “It was late enough in the year that they
just stopped teaching, and everyone got
incompletes. It was, I think, an unusual re-
sponse.”

But back to the chorus. Rye had moved to
Roanoke, Va., shortly after graduating col-
lege, then moved with a friend to Atlanta.

“Coming to Atlanta was my first experi-
ence with lesbians at all,” she says. And a few
years later came the chorus.

“I was in a straight relationship at the time,”
she says. “I joined the chorus with the idea,
‘Well, let’s just check this out.’”

She did, and coming out was the next step.
“I have never had one problem—no guilt, no
weird feelings, felt it was wrong, or even that I
needed to hide,” she says. “Thinking back, I
realized it was inevitable. It was just getting
me in the right place at the right time.”

And the man she was seeing when she
joined the chorus? “He comes to the concerts
regularly,” she says. “He’s very accepting.”

OCTOBER
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isky Business: If you've been getting your metal

fix from 96 Rock, you might want to consider changing

the station. Chapter 2 Publishing,.which produces

Atlanta’s Gay Yellow Pages, recently approached the

headbangers’ favorite in order to purchase prime morn-

ing airtime to advertise their product, a directory of gay/
lesbian-owned and gay-friendly businesses. 99X, which has
proven itself to be totally non-homophobic, had previously
run the ad to good response. The success of the 99X spot
prompted the inquiry to purchase another like it at 96 Rock,
but the program director there turned down the sale, saying he
“preferred not to run the ad on their station,” figuring it was
just a little too “risky” for them. The contact at the station
even went so far as to terminate the relationship between
himself and the advertising person at Chapter 2 Publishing.
Dish wonders if the station thinks it’s just as “risky” to have
gay and lesbian listeners—or maybe they think we just listen
to folk singers and opera.

Amazingly, PBS Wasn’t Mentioned: HBO and ac-
tress Judith Light are being honored this November by the Los
Angeles Gay and Lesbian Community Services Center for
outstanding contributions to Dish’s favorite cause. HBO, be-
yond giving us such excellent queer-oriented television as
“And The Band Played On” and “Common Threads: Stories
From The Quilt,” is also being lauded for protecting the rights
of its gay and lesbian employees. Light, whom Dish has al-
ways envied for getting paid to play footsie with Tony Danza
on “Who’s The Boss?”, has lent her support to the Gay Games,
the March on Washington and Stonewall 25. Congratulations
on an honor well-deserved.

McDonald’s Grease: Besides being the world’s largest
purveyor of hamburger grease (over 281 million gallons since
1955—you can figure out for yourself how many heart attacks

Exactly which aspect of Elton John’s “lifestyle” is

‘upsetting the Warner Robins crowd?

and strokes that translates into), McDonald’s now has another
dubious distinction. A friend of Dish’s recently went to one of
the two McDonald’s in Warner Robins and tried to purchase
the Elton John CD that the fast-food haven was offering as
part of a promotion that also included Tina Turner and Garth
Brooks discs. Imagine our friend’s surprise when they told her
that the Elton John CD, and only the Elton John CD, was not
being offered “because of his lifestyle,” regardless of the fact

that national television commercials have been hawking all
three CDs incessantly. Guess the powers-that-be at this par-
ticular McDonald’s haven’t heard about Brooks’ lesbian sis-
ter—who also plays in his band.

We Just Read It For The Articles: Dish received an
indignant letter from the owner of a furniture business in
Atlanta protesting the strongarm tactics being used by self-
appointed moral watchdog Bryan Urquhart, who is the chapter
founder of Dunwoody group Parents for Responsible Adver-
tising, Inc. This chapter of PRA is apparently conducting a
campaign to bully business owners into dropping their adver-
tising from Creative Loafing, to which they object because the
newspaper also runs ads for massage parlors, nude dance
clubs and the like, all of which PRA vilifies. In the letter,
Urquhart threatens merchants that if they don’t drop their
Creative Loafing advertising, they will lose customers due to
his group’s influence. And if you need further proof that
PRA’s motives are bent, Urquhart considers his poison-pen
campaign “successful” because Creative Loafing has had to
threaten legal action to stop the group’s harassment. It’s like
Dish always says: If you don’t like it, don’t pick it up.

One More And It’s A Trend: If you haven’t caught the
new sitcom “All-American Girl” yet, you’d better tune in
soon because it might disappear due to its poor showing in the
ratings. The cast includes two members with strong connec-
tions to San Francisco—city native B.D. Wong, winner of the
Tony Award for his drag role in “M. Butterfly,” and Margaret
Cho, who got her start as a stand-up comedian in clubs in the
Castro district. Cho has been rumored to be a lesbian but has
never come out—though, to be fair, Dish supposes it could
just be that pesky “guilt by association” stuff at work. Hmm—
that would mean at least two former stand-up comics who are
now sitcom stars are in the same predicament, wouldn’t it?

October 20—October 26, 1994

Amplified emotions and sensitivity usually go along with the
full moon, which occurred yesterday. Our moods often follow
the path of the moon as it moves through its regular cycle.
This is similar to the effect of the moon on the tides. High
tides come with the new moon and the full moon. An interest-
ing process to observe.

ARIES, if there have been hasty words or misunderstandings
in any of your close relationships, you can use the available
energies of this week to untangle communications and mend
fences. Take the time, it will pay off for you later. TAURUS,
if you are feeling like the sky really is falling or that every-
thing is spinning out of control, then it could be your emotions
are at “high tide.” Take a deep breath, relax and allow yourself
to float on the waves. It can be very restful! Dear GEMINI,
are you still doing life in the fast lane, or are you actually
learning the pace yourself? You will be much more efficient
and productive if you learn to observe the activity of your
“active mind” rather than letting it lead you.

CANCER, go with the flow for the next week or so, releas-
ing any strong feelings or emotions as they surface. Do your
best to let go of any hurts you may be nurturing and trust that

= T A RS IGNS

they were not intended. Also be very compassionate and pa-
tient with yourself. LEO, are you feeling content these days
or just slightly out of sync? You may need one or two days of
quiet and solitude to get back in touch with yourself and begin
to feel at ease. Also check for any outrageous expectations
you are holding. VIRGO, your emotional and physical health
is, of course, always an issue. The more you are able to
nurture and care for your own spirit and soul, you will feel
more content and stable. If you don’t feel you have the time,
then change your priorities.

Happy Birthday, LIBRA! Have you had an absolutely won-
derful birthday month? If so, then good for you and keep it up.
Learning to celebrate the joy and beauty of our own lives is
very important. Continue to share life with those you love.
Happy Birthday, SCORPIO! As the sun moves through
your 12th house and into your birth sign, your dreams may
become more vivid and dramatic. Dreams are a way that our

deeper levels of awareness speak to us, so a dream journal
could be helpful. SAGITTARIUS, what are you doing with
all your creative energy? Running around in 14 different
directions is not a productive use of your time or talent. How
about taking an art or craft class as a birthday present, just for
the fun of it?

CAPRICORN, with Uranus and Neptune now moving for-
ward through the last third of your birth sign, you can count
on very subtle changes in the structure of your life and your
way of thinking. The stage is set for optimum growth and
fulfillment. AQUARIUS, if someone at home or in your
family is acting like the original “hall monitor,” then you can
let them know, politely of course, that their services are no
longer needed in your life. If you are the hall monitor, you can
let the job go. PISCES, this is a very busy time for all the
water signs with so much activity in Scorpio. Ancient material
is being dredged up from the bottom of the swamp to be
processed, healed or transformed and released. Emotions re-
flect our human needs.

Mary Bailey Rule is a professional astrologer who specializes
in personal and relationship chart interpretation as well as
crisis management. She can be reached in Santa Fe at (505)
473-0095 to order charts or arrange a chart interpretation.
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TV/TS

A feminine male or TV/TS sought by BM
43 for first experience. T 2156

TV/TS 28,5'7", very passable, white, 200+
Ibs., seeks BM for friendship/relationship.
a 2195

GWEF, 24, seeking intelligent conversation
and laughter. I enjoy Asian history, classic
films, meditation, gardening, Trivial Pur-
suit and baking bread. B 2228

GWF, tall bl/bl lipstick lesbian, late 30s.
Professional, educated, spiritual, NS, ac-
tive, kind, eclectic stable. ISO similar 34-
4. T 2225

LONELY ONE

BM-Top; mid 40s, HIV-, seeking feminine,
pleasant, HIV-, TV/TS bottom for fulfilling
relationship. It has been a very long time.
Please respond. B 2011

CROSS-DRESSER'S GUIDE! A complete
information resource. Wonderful Fantasies,
InfoGuide, Personals, Catalogs, True Expe-
riences, More! Newest Fantasy: “Pampered
In Panties!" Hear full details (recorded, 24
Hours). Call 333-6455.

WOMEN

Semi-closeted GWF 28 §
of Latin descent, attrac-
tive, petite, quasi-conser-

vative, spiritual, sensi-
tive, freedom-loving. ISO
classic feminine for mu-
sic, outdoors and hon-
esty. Friendship first. T |
2372

GWF, 28, 5'2", 116 attractive, shy funny,
responsible. Enjoyslife and good company.
Looking for compatible fem. Friendship,
possibly more. B 2352

GWF, 22, Rubenesque, attractive, adven-
turous, new to area. ISO GWF under 30 for
coffee, conversation, friendship and more.
- 2354

Are youtired of all the nonsense? Ready for
an honest, caring relationship? GWF, 40,
intelligent, humorous and personable. ISO
GWF 35-45 with same traits and desire for
friendship, possible relationship. Let’s see
what happens! POB 2443, Acworth, GA
30102

GWEF, 44, sensitive, loving, humorous, in-
telligent, spiritual (Unity Church). ISO simi-
lar, sincere, GWF, 35-40 NS, Alcohol/Drug
free. Write SoVo Box 6530, 1189 Virginia
Ave. N.E., Atlanta, GA 30306

GWF, gdlkg, athletic, fem, eclectic, enjoys
metaphysics and all outdoor activities. ISO
GWE spritually aware, 30s-40s for golfing,
hiking, camping, scuba, travel, etc. Where
are you? There are mountains to climb,
oceans to swim and dreams to be had. No
butches or bi's please. T 2221

GWF-41, seeking 40-50 y/o companion.
Interested in Baby-Boomer-Butch who takes
care of herself. T 2223

Attention: GWF city-slicker, career/busi-
nesswoman: this financially independant
humorous/intelligent, masculine/30++ Mid-
westem-transplantisavailable to fulfill your
feminine fantasies. Response/photo. P.O.
Box 2514, Asheville, NC 28802. (7.34)

Goodlooking and fit GWF with light hair &
eyes. ISO attractive GWF 35-43. Must be
outgoing, humorous & love adventure. ‘T
2229

GBF,NYC, political, spiritual, caring, seeks
mature, non-role playing, sincere, unpre-
tentious woman of color for conversation,
romance and more. T 2213

and open. Seek same for friendship/more.
T 2194

GWFISO GWF with wacky sense of humor
and gentle spirit! I'm sort of butch, 5'7",
bind/blue animal lover. T 2197

GWEF, 25, too shy to speak to you! Natural,
professional, together. Seeking down to
earth, confident, fem. T 2207

GWF submissive wannabe seeks fit, 57" or
tallerdominant GWF late 20s-30s for*“train-
ing” some SM. T 2202

Intelligent, attractive Levi’s semi-femme
GWF 23, into Girls, Melissa, k.d., Rain,
movies, books; raising 2 mini-feminists
seeks GFs for friends, lover. All answered.
. 2214

GWF, 23, cute, feminine, psychology ma-
jor. Loves animals,, music, tennis. 1ISO
SANE, feminine, GWF, 21-33 for friend-
ship and dating. B 2209

SEND ME AN ANGEL, myserious, pretty,
gorgeous femme fatale—GWEF, 32 who is
passionate, romantic; sensual, and creative,
seeks similar sincere woman for friendship/
romance/relationship. T 2210

GWEF, 28 attractive, undercover nerd. Chess,
movies, theatre and music. Seeks same 28-
35. Cobb metro area. T 2211

Semi-closeted GWF 28 of Latin descent,
attractive, petite, quasi-conservative, spiri-
tual, sensitive, freedom-loving ISO classic
feminine for music, outdoors and honesty.
Friendship first. T 2212

Seeking Someone: sensitive, sensual, con-
scious, loving. Ilove unintimidated friends,
Victorian Lace, big hats, champagne brunch
(sTop) Leather miniskirts, 4-inch heels, 4-
star hotels (sTop) Rivers, meadows, horses,
the arts, Europe and you? 2221 Peachtree
Road, Mailbox #217, Atlanta, GA 30309.

Reply if not frightened to GWF: 27, Psy.
Graduate student, blonde, eyes: 1 green, 1
brown, 5’4", wanting friends. Tame look-
ing-surprise wild child. Fin. secure. cat-
person, garlic lover, eclectic music,
cappuccino addict, lives to blow bubbles in
the woods under moon, warms toe rings by
fireplace, reads lots, no white drugs, smokes
only on WEAK days, plays with beads &
drinks fine wine. Travelled, spiritually cre-
ative, Rush hater, failed debutante. T 2152

GWEF, 30, petitie, br/blue, professional. I
smoke & drink! (Justthought I'd warn you.)
Seek fun loving woman for friendship,
maybe more. Enjoy dining out, reading,
movies, walks, and love animals. I'm new
to area & would love to meet woman with
similar interests. T 2151

An Honest Ad. I love romance, but my
passion is for good sex, intelligent conver-
sation and laughter. Is anything else impor-
tant? T 2149

drugs please. Live in Cobb Co. Write & tell
me about yourself. Picture optional. Box
421,4983 Austell Road, Austell, GA 30001.
. 2126

ISO GWF. Highly manipulative, addictive
personality to be the next woman in my life,
matching all the others. I'll understand if
you can’t respond. 2101 or write to SoVo
Box 6521, 1189 Virginia Ave., NE., At-
lanta, GA 30306

GWEF, 38, feminine, attractive, fun-loving
professional seeks same. Enjoys conversa-
tion, golf, tennis, beach, adventure, cud-
dling, romance and more. No dykes, bis,
druggies. 35+. ‘T 2103

GWF, 40, hopeless romantic. ISO GWF 35-
50 with intelligence, humor and romantic
nature. Looks are immaterial. Personality is
the key. Smokers okay. Write Box 6513,
1189 Virginia Ave.,N.E., Atlanta, GA 30306

GWEF, 34, 5’4", 130, br/br, attractive, femi-
nine, professional. Enjoys watersports, walk-
ing, reading, good times, with friends. ISO
feminine GWF 28-40. B 2018

GWF, 25, short brown hair, blue eyes, seeks
GBF 24-30 for dinners, movies and long
talks, etc... No drugs/smoking. G 2019

GWEF, 28, professional 5'3", 110, blonde/
blue, feminine, attractive ker, spiri-
tual, affectionate, passionate. Loves ani-
mals, music, quiet romantic evenings. ISO
feminine woman 25-35 for friendship, hope-
fully more. ‘B 2021

GWEF professional. ISO feminine 30s who
advocates mental and physical health-who
wants to live life to its fullest. Nonsmoker.
™ 2146

GWF, 42, professional, adventurous heart,
searching soul, personal/spiritual growth is
priority. ISO committed relationship with
like-minded mature women. B 2155

Wanted. Attractive GWF, 35-43 for attrac-
tive professional. Stressed out. Qualifica-
tions include humor, stress management,
sensuality & great lips. T 2188

GWF, 28, red hair, blue eyedloves dancing,
music, etc. Seeks GWF 24-30 for friend-
ship, possible relationship. T 2191

GWF, 29: attractive, androgenous, fun-lov-
ing and professional. Dare to reach in and
touch my soul, it’s thoughtful of life, honest

Intelligent, feminine, cultured woman, 35,
desires funand frolic withaffectionate, witty,
feminine, stable professional GWF 30+,
into motorcycles, travel, the arts. Smokers
welcome, drinkers not. T 2125

GWF, 29, looking for GWF 26-35 (femi-
nine) for companionshipand more if oppor-
tunity presents itself. I work in the sports
field and love sports. Very family/goal ori-
ented looking for same. Professionalism,
stability, and honesty amust. No smokers or

976-4MEN
976-4MEN

Atlanta’s

Exclusive Gay

24-Hr. Introduction Service.
Messages Change Often.

$3.00 PER CALL

Plus tolls, if any, to appear on phone bill.

Leave your own message for FREE by calling 365-8158.

OFFERED BY INTRODUCTION

Must be 18 years or older.

365-8127

. P.O. BOX 52883, ATLANTA, GA 30355

Sincere, caring, GBF 28 seeking GBF for
good times friendship or relationship. Must
be drug free over EX. No Bi's. T 2022

GWEF-very goodlooking, alternative, petite,
professional,-fun and physically fit. Seeks:
same or a gorgeous hippie-chick. T 1993

Gorgeous and outrageously daring GWF
ISO androgenous and sensual GWF. 35-45
inrelationship but seeking quality time with
discreet partner. T 1994

Our life is dull! GBF (couple) seeks other
couples to befriend. Nothing sexual. Just
lunch — movies or 2 hang-out with. Give us
acall - Let’s do lunch! T 1980

Stable, professional, GWF, 37, who enjoys

smoke with similar interests. 35-45 yrs. T
1981

interests. Age 32-42, for friendship/dating.
No smoking/drugs. T 1621

GWF, 43, feminine, educated, professional,
passionate, affectionate, honest and adven-
tur. us. Seeks warm heart, intelligent mind,
playful spirit for quality relationship. T
1982

GWF, 29, attractive, fit, non-smoker, settled,
honest, caring, affectionate. Seeking spiri-
tual growth. Loves music, sports, animals.
Desires mature relationship. T 1983

. Attractive, feminine, GBF artisan, 30's (laid-

back, nature-loving, spiritually-expressive)
sks GF for conversation, friendship & inti-
macy. T 1984

GWF, 40’s, trim, petite, shy, mature, stable,
just coming out. Seeking serious relation-
ship with butch woman. ‘B 1985

38 y/o GWFin committed relationship seek-
ing Butch Buddy for friendship/pal. I'm
honest, hardworking, nature lover, in re-
covery. Alcohol/drug-free. T 1622

Lesbian artist, 31, attractive, professional,
ISO woman with similar interests between
29 and 35 for friendship possibly more. No
smokers. T 1614

GF Any Age. All fun! No games. Happy
Shiny People seek same. LET'S DO
“LUNCH. B 1616

N/E Coast GWF-28 intelligent, very good
looking, great sense of humor, well-trav-
elled, studying law. ISO similar friends, but
would enjoy dating if mutual attraction.
Tell me about yourself. T 1497

KEY TOMY HEART

Cute GWF, 29, semi-butch, open minded,
bm/gm, fin. secure, loves to laugh, dance &
romance. ISO: similar semi-fem, 26 and up
GWEF, “over Ex.” Come try your key! T
1986

Relationship oriented, professional GBF
seeks same. Must be emotionally stable,
disease free, and over your X lover. T
1712

GWF, 25, blonde, blue-eyed, slim, addicted
to coffee and music, enjoys traveling, writ-
ing, movies, psychology, seeks attractive,
intelligent, creative woman. Let's talk. ‘T
1713

Quiet GWF, 42 seeking warm, healthy,
stable GWF over 35 who likes sports. I like
sunbathing in summer and fireside talks in
winter. No smokers/druggies. T 1714

WF wants serious relationship with tall,
slim, feminine woman. Prefer long hair.
Mustlove animals, and fun. Outgoing, trust-
worthy and honesty a must. No butches or
Bi's. Age 23-35. T 1619

GWEF, 25, attractive professional. Love golf,
all sports, quiet evenings. ISO feminine
women age 30-38 w/similar interest for
dating. B 1620

GWF 37, tall, attractive, blonde/blue, fit,

movies, reading, walks in the mc
and along the beach, eating out, travel and
romance. Seeking somewhat feminine, non-

professional. Appreciate: humor,
honesty, spirituality. Interest: music, sports,
movies. ISO similar traits, appreciation/

ute. V.

GWF, attractive, blue-eyed, long-maned
guitar goddess looking for GWF, hippy-
type, 26+ for friendship, possible relation-
ship. No drugs. No smokers. Call now...
T 1498

GWEF seeks “Better-Half™, petite, femme,
GWEF 35-45. Be center of my amorous at-
tention/sexual energy. Let's talk. No drugs/
bisexuals/alcoholics. T 1500

GWEF-fem/attractive/35 educated/physically
fit/ new age/non-drinker seeks similar GW-
Fem forcompanionship. No alkies/druggies.
a 1501

Curious gdlkg 5'5", 114#, bl/br, 36, femi-
nine seeks same for friendship. D/D-free.
New to lifestyle. No butches. T 1502

Attractive GBF educated, career oriented,
feminine. Enjoys jazz, dining out, weekend
rendézvous, and more. Seeks GBF for friend-
ship/more. T 1503

BiWF,27,5'4", 119#, married, seeks single,
attractive BiF’s 18-35. Live-in lover rela-
tionship possible. No Men/Couples. T
1593

GBF, 36, attractive, professional, searching
GF (35-40) sensitive, good conversation,
adventurous, love good food, jazz. Over ex.
1567
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