


Join with thousands of Georgians as we walk to raise
money fo fight AIDS and support people with AIDS.
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Advice for investors....

Forsyth Fabrics

Experlence rcmteed Lowest Pr|ce
at Charles Evans BMW

We will meet or beat any competitors advertised price on identically equipped BMWs or will pay 10% of the difference.

1995 BMW
- 5251

#32034

528

; 3 36 MONTH cosed endiease, 15% down cash or trade, st month down,
plus $300 security deposit plus tag & title fees. Total payments $10,260 +
No Glmm[cks ! NO Hassle' applicable tax. Residual $21,462. Annual mileage 10K, excess mileage 15¢ per

For tremendous savings on the car le, M2RP=895,770:
you've always wanted, come to Charles
Evans BMW and pick out yours today!

THAT’S RIGHT!
The 740iL s priced at

IN N OICE' 36 MOoNth cosed endiease, 15% down cash o trade, 1st month dow,

plus $300 security deposit plus tag & title fees. Total payments $9,684+
; applicable tax. Residual $19,070.40. Annual mileage 10K, excess mileage 15¢
plus tax, tag and title per mile. MSRP-$32,880

New 1994 BMW 525iT
Touring Wagon  rezo0r

328,999

plue tax, tag, and title

FORSYTH IS EXPANDING!

Outstanding selection of custom upholstered

sofas and chairs at warehouse prices. ai A9 for rinie Gibson
‘ Forsyth Furniture
% | 352-5565 ¢+ 1207 Howell Mill Rd. NW Cpea SUnodlL

% @
i %, : I-85 north at Pleasant Hill Rd.
> - Forsyth Fabrics Gwinnett Place Auto Mall -

351-6050 * 1190 Foster St. NW

Forsyth Closeouts
607-1064 * 1168-A Howell Mill Rd. NW

| 14TH ST. [}

Go Local, Regional or Nationwide
- all w:th one pager!

Nationwide numeric airtime as

" $25.95

per mo./annual bill

Call today! 416-8300

Tab Intown lemg
. *One or Two Bedroom Apt
|+ Gourmet Kitchen
_» Vaulted Ceilings*/Fireplaces*
. *Concierge Servnces _.

i ' Ea «Great Motorola Products P BEazt
300 Cityline Ave. Atlanta * 881-6699 @ (‘\‘?1?}&‘, : *Value-Added Services ag e.E FESEE =
* These axfx‘eniilies art-:.op(ional Not included in all apartments e St eDealer |nquiries Welcome! Wireless Services Nat’onWide

*Numeric & Text Messaging




























Black Sheep—in the family

New light beer is the product of
Atlanta gay couple David
Verzello and Mark Goodwin

If gay men and lesbians drink 1.75 times
as much light beer as any other single group,
then why shouldn’t we make our own? This
seems to be the question that business (and
life) partners David Verzello and Mark
Goodwin asked themselves
when marketing their new
product, Black Sheep Light
Lager, soon to be available
not only at your local gay
and lesbian bar but at many
retail outlets throughout At-
lanta.

Though the beer statis-
tic is not exactly something
for gays and lesbians to
crow about, it was the
launching pad for a venture
that promises, according to
Verzello, to be a “commu-
nity-active, politically
aware company.” Indeed,
their business, the David
and Mark Brewing Co.
(DMBC), has already co-
sponsored the production of
“Angels in America” that
just closed at the Alliance.
Verzello sees this as just the
tip of the iceberg, hoping to
continue Black Sheep
Beer’s community support
by becoming more success-
ful as a company. It is a
dream that has taken just
two short years from con-
ception to reality.

“I met Mark in a bar in
San Francisco, the Midnight
Sun. He bought me a beer—it was destiny,”
Verzello laughs. “He told me, ‘I'm a very
simple guy, only a couple of things make
me really happy. One is my beer, the other is
my dogs.” Now we have three dogs and a
beer company,” he adds.

The idea to go into the beer-making busi-
ness wasn’t just a lark for them, however.
Verzello worked closely with Dr. Michael
Lewis of the University of California-Davis,
a brewing expert, to develop the unique taste
of Black Sheep. The beer is described as “a
balanced hoppy flavor and deep golden color
with a full-bodied taste not found in tradi-
tional light beers.” Before they decided on a
formula, they tried out 20 possibilities.

Verzello will, if asked, give the technical
specifications for brewing such a beer, which
is probably more than the average beer-drink-
ing Joe or Jane wants to know. Though most
light beers are light because brewers add
water to them or use cheap grains, Black
Sheep Beer, not surprisingly for a company
run by two gay men, will use only the most
expensive varieties of hops and barley. The
price, however, will be about the same as
import light beers.

So far, the most difficult part of the whole
process was the search for a facility to pro-
duce the beer. In the past, beers that weren’t
made by the big companies (i.e., Miller,
Budweiser, Coors) were made by mid-sized
retail breweries, but now that the market has
changed and there are fewer of those beers

Mark Goodwin (left) and David Verzello spent two years
trying to launch their new beer.

produced, a lot of these facilities are idle.
Great for DMBC, right? Wrong. When
Verzello told prospective breweries that the
company was run by two openly gay men
who were partners in the bedroom as well as
the boardroom, and that they were targeting
the gay and lesbian community for their mar-
ket, he got the big freeze at over 20 of them.
Some told him outright that they didn’t want
to do business, some never called back, but
the overall effect was that the pair would not

WY LABER

see their dream realized. “I went to every
brewery that would do this in the entire
United States,” Verzello recalls. “It was aw-
ful.”

Finally, after months of searching,
Verzello found a brewery in Pennsylvania
willing to take them on—ironically, it was
to have been his first appointment, but sched-
ules got screwed up and the meeting never
took place. When it finally did, the last piece
of the puzzle fit. DMBC was on its way, due
mostly to its owners’ dogged persistence.

The finished product of all this work,
Black Sheep Light Lager, will first be pro-
duced in bottles only, not in cans or on draft,
because of the restrictions bars have in space
and number of taps. Bottles are more easily
stored in coolers, therefore bars are far more
likely to stock Black Sheep if it is in bottles.
If the market responds the way Verzello
hopes, 12-ounce cans will follow next.

Verzello and Goodwin have done their
marketing homework—they know what sells,
and they know how to sell it. Specialty beers,
though still in the huge shadow of large
domestic brewers, have managed to eke out
their audience in the past few years. Verzello
also knows the buying power of the gay and
lesbian community and the support it gives
to its own. “Even if we stay just in the gay
and lesbian community, we could go across
the country, across the world, there’s no rea-
son we can’t go everywhere,” he says.

BRIAN COCHRAN

The Winning Combination:
Acura and Acura Carland

In the most recent survey of new Acura owners in the

Atianta area, a dealership that is barely two years old was
number one. The highest ranking for professionalism during the
sale and the highest customer satisfaction level for after-sale
service went to Acura Carland,

Thanks, Atianta, for your vote of confidence.

Acura Carland :
Satellite Boulevard at Gwinnett Place * 623-9211
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CRAIN -DALY

Chevrolet * Geo ¢ Volkswagen ¢ Subaru
Respect for Our Customers/Excellence in Service

Atlanta’s Oldest Volkswagen Dealer—
Atlanta’s Newest Chevy Geo Dealer

ASK FOR MELISSA LAPPIN

404.261.7500
2980 Piedmont Road NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30305

Volkswagen Jetta,, GL-

¢<>‘s

GTAJES

* Quiet , convenient location overlooking 25-acre Central Park
* Luxury Interiors, Including Gas-Log Fireplaces,
French Doors, Mini-Blinds and 9-Foot Ceilings
+ Garage Parking
* Croquet, indoor racquetball and lap swimming
* 1,2 and 3 Bedrooms Available (1 Bedrooms start at $640)

Office Hours: MON-FRI: 10-6, SAT: 10-5, SUN: 1-5, Closed WED
1-85 to N. Druid Hills Rd. Go north 1'/> miles.
Turn left on Lenox Park Blvd.
M

A 404/261-2573

Property Management by Gables Residential Services
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Bawer interview

Continued from page 18

viewing themselves as different from main-
stream America. You also concede that it
was these “marginal types”—drag queens,
leathermen, hustlers—who stood up to the
police at Stonewall. Aren’t you saying to
those people, “Thank you for being there to
start this movement. Now please step aside?”

Bawer: No. I'm certainly not asking
anyone to step aside. What I'm saying is
let’s distinguish between what is essentially
gay and what isn’t.
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is a time and a place, particularly when the
subject is something as crucial as AIDS, for
using shock to get people to react? Can’t
ACT UP reasonably take credit for a most of
the early AIDS awareness in this country,
even if many have found their techniques
offensive?

Bawer: Absolutely. In the early days of
the AIDS movement, the most outrageous,
extreme kind of behavior was completely

justified in my view.

Part of having equal
rights is the right for
every gay person to
be whatever he or
che is, marginal or
mainstream...  think
a lot of people are
drawn to the margin
for various subjec-
tive reasons which

“We can’t cede to the Pat
Buchanans the ideas of
patriotism, of religious faith,
of morality. They don’t have
right on their side, we have
right on our side.”

I just think these
things have to be
taken on a case-by-
case basis. But in
terms of the [Repub-
lican convention]
situation, I think it
was a lost opportu-
nity on our part. We
can’t cede to the Pat

they identify

wrongly with their sexual orientation. I un-
derstand the impulse of wanting to gather
together with like-minded people against the
onslaught of hatred; I identify with that im-
pulse. But I think we need to give serious
thought as to whether we want to acquiesce
to that or struggle against it within ourselves
in order to lead a fuller life.

SoVo: You make a compelling argu-
ment that during the Republican National
Convention, when Pat Buchanan was mak-
ing his infamous speech, ACT UP should
have been outside waving American flags,
not burning them. Yet don’t you think there

Buchanans the ideas
of patriotism, of religious faith, of morality.
They don’t have right on their side, we have
right on our side. We can’t allow ourselves
to act as if that isn’t the case.

SoVo: Yet there are those who say we
need Luke Sissyfag screaming at Clinton as
much as we need Bruce Bawer reaching out
to the mainstream.

Bawer: Well, if somebody could ex-
plain to me what Luke accomplishes by do-
ing that I'm willing to listen. I haven’t heard
a compelling case for Luke. I'm not saying
that they’re isn’t a time and a place to do
something very dramatic and shocking. But
I don’t know that Luke has done anything

Dry C’ Servzcemsmze@

at Your Service!

» Alterations
* Free nylon laundry bag

Full Service Professional Dry Cleaning

Your Clothes Deserve the Finest Aftention to Detail

» Specializing in hand-finished shirts

Same Day Service: Mon-Fri

Hours: Mon-Fri: 7-7, Sat: 8-5

1433 PIEDMONT AVE. NE « MIDTOWN (NEAR ANSLEY) » 873-6905

BOOMERSHINIE

2150 Cobb Parkway

PONTIAC—GMC—SUBARU

ATLANTA

STUART McPHERSON

Serving the community for 15 years.

618-7227
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ANNIVERSARIES

Laura is ecstatic to announce that she and
her college sweetheart are celebrating their
one-year anniversary on Oct. 16. Here’s to
the beauty and joy of love’s discovery. May
it never end.

Gene Hyde and Alvie Cofield celebrated
their 3rd anniversary on Oct. 6.

SoVo wishes a hearty congratulations to
Nightmoves man Peter Newton and his part-
ner, Mark Pietrzak, who celebrated their
10th anniversary Oct. 7.

BIRTHDAYS

Happy belated 28th birthday to Cheryl
Pittman, Oct. 6. Cheryl celebrated with her
partner, Elizabeth Baker—as promised to
Cheryl, she woke her up on her birthday at
Disney World. Cheryl and Elizabeth, both
originally of Atlanta (and members of the
Atlanta Feminist Women’s Chorus), have
been living in Durham, N.C., for a year.
Cheryl was transfered with IBM and Eliza-
beth works for Ladyslipper Music.

Happy birthday to Henry Joiner on Oct.
17, from Whitney and Emery, who swear
there’s no one quite like Henry.

The gang at Mid-Towne Medicine Center
and Mid-Towne Home Infusion send a be-
lated happy birthday to Andrea Williams,
director of marketing. Andrea turned 33 on
Sept. 29.

- John Wilson, who turned 51 on Sept. 29.

Marsha Mitchiner (left) will celebrate
her birthday Oct. 19.

A very special belated birthday wish to

Happy birthday to Marsha Mitchiner on
Oct. 19.

Happy birthday to Revolution’s Jodi Hersch
on Oct. 19.

When you've got a special occasion,
send it to Southern Voice/Occasions,
PO Box 18215, Atlanta, GA 30316, call
404/876-0789, or fax to 404/876-2709.
Please include a phone number for
verification.

OCTOBER

Removable canvas top,
rear ABS, 60mo./60,000mi.,
roadside assistance
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+ tax, tag, title
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i the World

We’ll Show You Fow!

MON-WED 11-6
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I s u z u from roadside assistance
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Workshop Schedules Ongoing

Beadworks by Shoshanna

620 Medlock Road  (N. Decatur Road at Scott Blvd.)
Decatur, GA 404/329-1988

The South’s Source
for Information
on Oulg Lives.

MIDTOWN PROMENADE
931 MONROE at VIRGINIA
404.607.0082

952-2261
1-800-441-6753
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Homo/Homo at 800 East explores “Growing Up Gay”

As a combination performance art/visual art exhibition,
this year’s third annual Homo/Homo show at 800 East is
one to which many people will easily relate. The theme is
“Growing Up Gay,” and it encompasses the wide range of
emotional statements that the concept allows.

Todd Shaffer, visual arts curator for the upcoming ex-
hibit/ performance, says, “We’re dying to approach in this
year’s show all aspects of the theme growing up gay, whether
it be something from our youth or something going on right
now—falling in love, dealing with AIDS, politics—any
growth period. I know for a fact there is an extreme age
range among the artists we’re lining up right now. The
youngest is 18, and it goes right up to about 53.”

Shaffer admits that neither he nor performance art cura-
tor Ed Woodham really knows what’s going on display at
their alternative arts gallery until just before the show opens.
“We don’t see anything until the delivery day of the art,”
says Woodham, “the Wednesday drop-off before the Friday
show. There’s always surprises. It’s always engaging—a
variety of different artists, from seasoned professionals to
people who may be making art for the very first time. In this
particular space, that is what we encourage. There’s very
little pretension [here].”

Among the performance artists scheduled to appear at
Homo/Homo are DeAundra Peek (who will also host the
first weekend), comedy troupe Funny...That Way,
DisFUNKsha, dancer Jim Chappelaux, Terrance Jackson
and media personality Hal Gresham (a.k.a. Peg), among
others. Additionally, there will be a fashion show with a
fashion statement about what it is like to grow up gay.

Visual artists working in such media as sculpture, video
and paint who are contributing to “Growing Up Gay” in-
clude Scott Smith, Julian Helms, Theresa Starkey, Gray
Macon (who is creating a diptych about the last temptation
of Christ applied to a whole gay theme), and artist LMNOP,
who is creating a piece about people who display the rain-

Bed & BreakfastRE

® Exclusively Gay Men

® |5 Minutes to Midtown
©7.5 Acres Private Forest
Garden Hot Tub

® (atered Dining Available

Tell everyone...

God’s final
Word Is Love

..God so loved the world

bow flag in gay pride marches. “They work his nerves,”
claims Shaffer. “He thinks they’re very self-righteous.”

In addition to curating the visuals for the event, Shaffer
has a personal interest in the show. His mother, perfor-
mance artist Alice Shaffer, has created a piece for “Growing
Up Gay.”

“I'm really excited about that,” he says. “She’ll be deal-
ing with a parent’s perspective of having a homosexual
child, starting from birth. About how things are never
planned. Of course, they can’t tell you you’re having a gay
child, so a parent never knows exactly how to deal with it.
She’s going to approach it as, ‘What if they did tell you?’ “

Homo/Homo first made an appearance two years ago at
800 East. In that show, the motif was “Eroticism.” Last
year’s theme was “Healing.” Says Woodham: “There’s a
continual exploration in each show about what being a
homosexual in today’s society is all about. There’s always
new people who come in every year, so we never know
what we’re going to get. We do meet new people and have
new expressions every year.

“As the curator and instigator, I can’t second-guess the
artists,” he continues. “I can only give them a pretty wide-
open theme and expect to learn something. That is what this
space is all about. It’s a center for exploration.”

The visual portion of Homo/Homo will open to the
public at 8:00 p.m. each weekend night, with the perfor-
mance segment scheduled to start at 10:00.

According to Woodham, the previous Homo/Homo
events have been different from others at 800 East. “In the
performance,” he notes, “there’s a certain warmth and am-
biance and sense of support from the audience. The perfor-
mance is always real provocative. There’s a variety, from
the reading of a personal work to poetry to pretty outra-
geous performance art.”

In summing up, Woodham states, “As a child, I learned
to approach my sexuality as a covert activity. Therefore, I

Atlanta (Sandy Springs), Georgia
(404) 705-9545

CUSTOM HAIR

REPLACEMENT
100% Human Hair

WE SERVICE POLYFUSE
AND SCALPLOCK FOR
MEN & WOMEN

HOMECARE KITS

AVAILABLE

FREE CONSULTATION 262-3944
ASK FOR CHRISTIAN

éa[on
gntsmaﬁorza[

Full Service Salon

whoever bhelieveth in him

should have eternal life.
JOHN 3.16

Family Values, PO. Box 556
Acworth, GA 30101-0556

___ Black Shirt/ White Text
w/ Love in Rainbow Colors
__ Grey Shirt/Black Text
w/ Love in Rainbow Colors

Name
Address

City State
Zip

Specify: S M L XL

Include check or money order
for $12% and $17% shipping and
handling for each shirt ordered.

Family Values shirts still available.

De Aundra Peek hosts the first weekend of Homo/
Homo’s “Growing Up Gay.”

hid a lot of things about myself. It’s something I continue to
deal with as an adult.”

Homo/Homo: “Growing Up Gay” enables Woodham,
Shaffer, and their contributing artists to finally give full
voice to their personal issues.

MICHAEL KAPE

“Growing Up Gay” plays Oct. 14 and 21 at 8pm. For
more information, call 522-82635.

293 PHARR ROAD » 816-5455





























































