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Firm fired man for fear he had AIDS, lawsuit claims

Atlanta—A lawsuit filed in U.S. District
Court against the owners of Azio restaurant
in Buckhead alleges that the company fired
a gay employee—in order to prevent him
from obtaining insurance benefits—because
the company feared he had or might con-
tract AIDS.

Ronald K. Kirkland, 40, filed suitin U.S.
District Court against Cartel Restaurants, Inc.
in Cctober 1993, charging that the company
violated the Employee Retirement Income
Security Act of 1974 (ERISA) when the com-
pany fired him one day before he was to be
enrolled in the company’s health care ben-
efits plan. Under ERISA, it is unlawful to
terminate employment for the purpose of
denying insurance or other benefits.

“According to ERISA, if an employer
fires an employee within such close proxim-
ity to the vesting of their benefits, it is pre-
sumed the reason for the termination was to
prevent the employee from obtaining ben-
efits,” said Jeffrey H. Fonseca, Kirkland’s
attorney. “The burden of proving otherwise
rests on the employer.”

The proof may be hard to come by for
Cartel, which owns several restaurants in
the Buckhead area, including Otto’s, Peach-
tree Cafe, East Village Grille, Nickiemoto's,
the Raccoon Lodge, and Azio, where
Kirkland was employed as a chef from April
1991 until October 31, 1991.

Cartel officials have claimed in court
documents that Kirkland was fired because
he failed to report to work or notify manage-
ment of his medical status for four consecu-
tive days after he was injured on the job on
October 25, 1991. However, Kirkland claims
that he brought notices in to management on
two occasions from Piedmont Minor Emer-
gency Clinic, where he was receiving treat-
ment for the hernia suffered on the job.

Cartel’s management received notice
from the clinic on October 31 that Kirkland
would require surgery. Kirkland was present
at Azio on that date, but he was not told he
had been fired until he arrived at work on
Nov. 2 and was met at the door by manage-
ment. The date on his termination notice
was Oct. 31, the day before Kirkland’s in-
surance benefits would have taken effect.

“Quite frankly, I felt they had fired me
illegally,” Kirkland said. “The reason [Car-
tel gave] for termination was that I hadn’t
been to work for four days, but I had.”

Kirkland said he was surprised at the

termination, but even more surprised last
month when three former employees of Car-
tel signed affidavits swearing that they had
been present at an Oct. 31 informal Cartel
management meeting, also attended by then-
Cartel general manager Thomas Kuhn and
partner Dan Schoolfield. At that meeting,
the three said, Cartel management decided
to fire Kirkland to avoid adding him to the
company’s insurance rolls.

Former Azio general manager David Van
Buren, former corporate chef and partner
Wolfgang Stoffer, and former Azio chef Bill
Montgomery all signed statements saying
that the termination came from Cartel’s be-
lief that Kirkland was HIV-positive or had
AIDS, and that his addition to the company
benefits plan would escalate insurance costs.

Kirkland, who is not HIV-positive, said
he suspected that such a belief might have
spurred his termination.

“What cued me in was that [Cartel’s]
workers’ compensation people [who were
handling payments for the hernia treatment]
...called my surgeon’s office over and over
again asking if I had AIDS,” he said. I
finally told my surgeon to write and tell
them that I wasn’t HIV-positive. I am still
not.”

In deposition, prior to his knowledge of
the affidavits of his past co-workers, Kuhn,
now Cartel’s director of operations, denied
the meeting ever took place. But Fonseca
and assistant counsel Douglas Soons are in-
vestigating allegations that similar firings
may have taken place at Cartel restaurants.

But even if those allegations are found to
be true, many of those employees may have
little recourse.

“If it were not for federal legislation such
as the Americans with Disabilities Act and
[in this case] the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act, an individual who has
been discriminated against as Mr. Kirkland
has would have no recourse whatsoever,”
Fonseca said. “And that’s due to the lack of
statuatory protections for lesbians and gay
men. ADA is not applicable to this case
because the firing arose prior to the effec-
tive date of that act, however, this case rep-
resents the essence of discriminatory con-
duct that ADA and other legislation has at-
tempted to address.”

The case is scheduled to go to trial with
U.S. District Court Judge Marvin Schoob on
Sept. 12, but because Cartel’s attorneys,

Three former employees of Cartel, Inc. say the restaurant firm fired chef Ronald
Kirkland for fear he was HIV positive or had AIDS.

Smith, Gambrell and Russell, withdrew from
the case late last month, Schoob has given
Cartel until Aug. 19 to retain new attorneys.
He also suggested that the parties hold a
settlement conference as soon as possible.
The lawsuit, filed against Cartel and direc-
tor of personnel Pamela Charlton, asked for
$1.5 million in total damages.

Kirkland hopes that the outcome of this
case will help offset increasing medical bills,
which he blames on a delay in getting proper
health care when he was injured. He has
been in surgery three times to repair the
hernia since 1991, and doctors are now say-
ing he needs a fourth operation.

“If I were to have proper care at the
proper time, this might not have happened,”
he said.

But payment for his medical bills is not
Kirkland’s only reason for pursuing the case.
He said that, although he knew he had no
employment protections as a gay man, he
wanted the truth to be heard.

“I wanted to do it just for the case,” he
said. “I want them to at least think twice the
next time they want to fire somebody just
for being gay.”
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Police look for leads in slaying of gay man

Atlanta—Police here are searching for
leads in the beating death of a gay man in
his Buckhead condominium last weekend.

Homicide Capt. Herb Carson said that
the body of Michael Jones, 36, was found by
a friend in Jones’ seventh floor apartment in
the Fountain of Peachtree Condominiums
around 10 pm on Aug. 6.

“The friend talked to him by phone on
Friday afternoon,” Carson said. “And he went
to the apartment to check on him Saturday
when [Jones] didn’t call him back as he said
he would.”

Jones’ rental car—a green Chrysler New
Yorker—was found last Tuesday night in an
apartment complex parking lot on Bankhead
Highway.

Jones was found in the living room of his
apartment, and Carson said he died of
“maybe three blunt-force blows to the head.”
No murder weapon has been found, and
medical examiners have not yet fixed a time
of death.

Carson said that investigators are ques-
tioning residents in the area where the car
was found, and that fingerprints were taken
from the vehicle. But so far, police have no
leads, and no clue as to where Jones went
between Friday afternoon and the time of
his death.

“We have evidence that he was gay,”
Carson said, “and friends have told us he
was not too concerned about who he was
picking up.”

But police have not determined if Jones,
who worked at the Bulk Mail Center on
James Jackson Parkway Northwest for four
years and lived at the Fountain on Peachtree
for nearly two years, brought someone to
his apartment or if he let someone he knew
into the building that is locked to visitors.

“Whether it was somebody he picked up
or someone who held 4 grudge, we just don’t
know,” Carson said.

Jones’ apartment had not been ransacked,
and there was no sign of a struggle.

Carson asked for anyone with informa-
tion about Jones’ activities on Friday and
Saturday, Aug. 5 and 6, to contact Atlanta
Police at 853-3400.
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olumbus GA—-A Columbus man,
'Jzuled on. aggravated sodomy charges
,-Apnl was freed August 9 when a
ry d vlde'd,thatthe case did not
_warrantbﬂmg turned overtoatnal jury.
~ “I've been in a cage for four
E-months, sald James Cannon, a 50-year-

er_ had forced hlm to commit oral
and anal sex. Cannon admitted having
_oral sex with the man, who was not
1dent1ﬁed but demed havmg used any

fice visited h1m once.

In late July, Muskogee County Dis-
trict Attorney Lou Barrow told South-
ern Voice that he was unfamiliar with
the case and couldn’t comment about
the unusual length of time Cannon was
jailed, nor could he explain why his
office had not yet brought the case to
the grand jury. Barrow could not be
reached for comment after the grand

_jury’s decision.
. But Cannon’s long wait has ended,
and he is trying to put back together a
 life interrupted by his incarceration.

I don’t think it could ever be the

~ way it was,” he said. “But it feels 5o
good to be out.” '

o KC WILDMOON
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Leshian mother’'s lawyers seek
expedited court decision

Richmond, VA—Lawyers for lesbian
Sharon Bottoms have asked the Virginia
Supreme Court to expedite a decision on
whether to hear her mother’s appeal in the
custody case of Bottoms’ son.

Kay Bottoms won custody of her
grandson last year, but the Virginia Court
of Appeals in June ruled the boy should be
returned to his mother. However, 3-year-
old Tyler Doustou continues to live with
Kay Bottoms while the case is on appeal.

“There is a young, developing child
out there who remains confused about the
situation,” Kent Willis, executive director
of the American Civil Liberties Union in
Virginia, said Aug. 5. “The faster the Su-
preme Court acts, the better it will be for
the child.”

The ACLU, which is representing
Sharon Bottoms, asked for an expedited
decision in briefs filed Aug. 4 in response
to Kay Bottoms’ appeal.

There is no deadline for the Supreme
Court to decide whether to hear the case,
and Willis said he could not predict how

soon such a decision might be made.
Tyler has lived with his grandmother

- since April 5, 1993, after a juvenile court

judge awarded custody to Kay Bottoms.
The decision was upheld in September by
Henrico County Circuit Judge Buford M.
Parsons Jr. before being overturned by the
intermediate appeals court.

The appeals court rejected Parsons’
finding that Sharon Bottoms’ admitted vio-
lations of a state law making oral sex a
felony made her an unfit mother.

The only new argument in Kay Bot-
toms’ appeal filed last month was attorney
Richard Ryder’s claim that April Wade,
Sharon Bottoms’ companion, would be un-
fit to take care of Tyler because, in part,
she “had an illegitimate child which was
adopted” in 1987.

In its response, the ACLU said Wade’s
child was conceived as the result of a rape,
and that Wade’s courage in carrying the
child to term, then giving it up for adop-
tion, “is to be admired, not excoriated.”’
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NC halts anonymous HIV testing statewide

Durham, NC—North Carolina residents
being tested for HIV will be required to
give their names and addresses after Sept.
1, the state Commission for Health Ser-
vices said Aug. 5. Officials say the new
information will be kept confidential.

The decision contradicted a recommen-
dation from the state AIDS Advisory Coun-
cil. Members of North Carolina gay and
lesbian organizations said the change
would lead some people who are at high
risk for the disease to avoid testing.

The decision will allow state workers
to contact people who are found to have
HIV but who do not inquire about their
test results. The state also will contact
sexual or needle-sharing partners of those
who test positive, said Bill Furney, a
spokesman for the state health director’s
office.

The name and address of the person
being tested at state-financed health de-
partments will be protected from release
under state law, which makes breaches of

confidentiality a crime, he said.

Derek Livingston of N.C. Pride, a gay-
rights political-action committee, ques-
tioned whether testing that results in the
contacting of partners can be called truly
confidential. “People are afraid they’ll be
tracked, and here the commission is saying
they will be tracked. It confirms people’s
worst fears,” he said.

Furney said partners contacted will be
given no names and will not be told how it
was discovered they were at risk.

North Carolina ended anonymous test-
ing in 83 of its 100 counties in 1991. AIDS
activists challenged the decision in Supe-
rior Court and a judge found the action
unconstitutional because it did not apply
equally to all counties.

A study by the federal Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention after the 83-
county change found no effect on the num-
ber of people being tested.
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Plane crash claims four AIDS workers

Charlotte, NC—The crash of USAir
Flight 1016 in Charlotte on July 2 took the
lives of four AIDS workers from Colum-
bia, SC, according to Q Notes, Charlotte’s
lesbian and gay newspaper.

Lori Pinette of New Milford, CT, and
Ann Sharkey of Chestertown, MD, were
second-year students at the University of
South Carolina’s College of Social Work.
Pinette had just completed an internship
with the Palmetto AIDS Life Support Ser-
vices (PALSS), and Sharkey had just be-
gun an internship with the agency. Two
volunteers from the agency were also on

board the flight, but PALSS does not re-
lease the names of the organization’s vol-
unteer staff.

“Everybody here had the greatest re-
spect for both Lori and Ann,” said Mark
Fitzpatrick, PALSS office manager.

Of the two volunteers, Cynthia
Poindexter, director of services, said that
both were “giving of their time and talents.
One had been in the buddy program for a
bout a year and a half and the other was
new, having recently completed training,”
she said.

NC Pride gives funds to local groups

Charlotte, NC—The North Carolina
Lesbian and Gay Pride Parade and Cel-
ebration, held in early June in Charlotte,
created a modest windfall for North Caro-
lina lesbian and gay organizations. Ac-
cording to Charlotte gay newspaper Q-
Notes, Pride’s organizers have allocated
$13,500 in excess revenue to nine organi-

“zations.

Atlanta’s Fund for SouthernCommu-
nities, a foundation that frequently grants
money to lesbian/gay groups, received the
largest chunk of the money—$6,000—with
a stipulation that it be granted to North

Carolina lesbian/gay groups. Another
$1,100 went to Charlotte’s Gay/Lesbian
Switchboard, and $500 each went to NC
Pride PAC and the Charlotte chapter of
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays. Funds also went to the Youth
Leadership Council of Time Out Youth;
WOW, a Charlotte lesbian organization;
and the Charlotte Interfaith Network for
Gay and Lesbian Equality.

An additional $4,000 is being held to
fund either a lesbian/gay cultural festival, a
leadership conference, or both.

18/1994




SOUTHERN

Homophobic Reggae Star Bnunced From Woodstock

Reggae singer Shabba Ranks was pulled
from the lineup at last weekend’s Woodstock
’94 concert after Woodstock Ventures, pro-
ducer of the event, received thousands of
protests because of Ranks’ outspoken ho-
mophobia. Ranks has said that gay men and
lesbians deserve to be crucified because they
“forfeit the word of God.” Ranks had been
booted from a Tonight Show appearance
some months ago, after which he apologized
but later retracted that apology and contin-
ued his attacks on gays. The Gay and Les-
bian Alliance Against Defamation spear-
neaded the protests against Ranks, but had
asked only that his “views be balanced with
those of the majority of music lovers who
oppose anti-gay violence.” Donald Suggs,
GLAAD director of public affairs, said,
“We’re delighted that Woodstock has ulti-
mately decided that a festival founded on
peace and love should not be associated with
a performer who is best known for preach-
ing violence and hatred.”

Reggae star Shabba Hanks has said
gays “forfeit the word of God.”

Seattle Gets Partnership Registry:
Unmarried gay, lesbian and heterosexual
couples will be able to register as domestic partners, the Seattle City Council has
unanimously voted. The registry will cost qualified couples $25 and comes with no
benefits. Nalani Askov, a spokeswoman for the city’s Office for Women’s Rights,
characterized the ordinance as “merely a means to acknowledge an existing relation-
ship.” Seattle has already granted health care benefits to the domestic partners of city
employees.

Gay Roommates Find Home Trashed By Vandals: Three gay men from Tacoma, :

WA, returned from a trip to a Canadian gay pride celebration in late July to find their
home damaged to the tune of $80,000 and hate-filled slogans scrawled on the walls. The
three—Eric Sturgis, Lee Brovold, and an unnamed roommate—had trouble getting into
the building because of chest-high debris that included toppled appliances and furnish-
ings. Swastikas and slogans such as “kill fags” were spray-painted on the walls. Water
pipes were also smashed, flooding the house. The three had been the recipients of
numerous harassing phone calls in recent weeks, and 10 days before the vandalism, a
rock had been thrown through a window. On it was a black swastika and the words “get
out fags.” The three men have moved into a hotel, and are looking for a new home.

Killer of Gay Man Sentenced To Die: A Kerr County, TX, jury took 31 minutes to
find Donald Aldrich of Tyler guilty in the Nov. 30 slaying of Nicholus West, and
sentenced Aldrich to death. Aldrich was accused of killing West after he and a friend
abducted and robbed him. Aldrich admitted that he enjoyed robbing and terrorizing gay
men, but he said his co-defendant, Henry Dunn, fired the multiple shots that killed West.
Prosecutors also contended that Aldrich was the leader of a group, knit loosely around a
citizens band radio, that committed several robberies, often against gay victims.

Normal People Can't March In Pride: A San Diego Superior Court judge dis-
missed a lawsuit on July 15 filed by a group called “The Normal People” who had
attempted to gain a spot in San Diego’s Lesbian/Gay Pride parade. Judge Charles
Wickersham ruled that San Diego Lesbian and Gay Pride was within its rights to exclude
an organization that sought to express opinions contrary to its own. The judge also noted
that the parade includes many heterosexual organizations with supportive messages.

Teacher Charged In Death Of Lover: Debra Ann Cole, a Marion County, IN,
schoolteacher, has been charged with murder in the shooting death of Janet Barradaile,
who was found shot at least nine times in the rural home the couple shared. Johnson
County prosecutor Lance Hamner said, “It appears to be a crime motivated by jealousy
between lovers.” Cole has entered a plea of innocent, but court documents say that she
called friends after the shooting and told them, “I just shot her. She won’t be able to hurt
me anymore.”

Lesbianism Wins Woman New Trial: A former police officer portrayed as a sex-
starved “black widow” in her original trial will get a new trial after a U.S. District Court
judge said that Sharon DeLuca’s defense should have included information that she is a
lesbian. DeLuca was accused of killing a fellow police officer in 1992 after the two spent
a night drinking and having sex in a van. DeLuca said she was raped but was not allowed
by her defense attorney to testify. Judge Robert J. Ward has given prosecutors six
months to retry the case. Otherwise DeLuca must be released from prison, where she has
served half of a 20-year term for second degree murder.

Pacific Coast News: The Don’t Sign On organization in Idaho has selected a new
name after the Idaho Citizens Alliance collected enough signatures to put its anti-gay
initiative on the November ballot. The No On One Coalition will lead the battle against
Proposition 1. In Oregon, the Oregon Citizens Alliance, which garnered enough signa-
tures to put its statewide initiative on November’s ballot, failed to do the same for a
citywide measure in Klamath Falls. And Washington Secretary of State Ralph Munro
has labeled efforts by the Bigot Busters to educate potential signers of that state’s anti-
gay petition drives “harassment,” and says he will seek stronger anti-harassment mea-
sure from the state legislature. The Bigot Busters deny the allegations.
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Judge overturns Gincinnati's
han on gay rights laws

Cincinnati, OH—A federal judge has over-
turned a voter-approved city charter amend-
ment in Cincinnati that prohibits the city from
passing laws protecting the rights of lesbians
and gay men.

On Aug. 9, U.S. District Judge S. Arthur
Spiegel ruled the amendment, approved by
city voters in 1993, is unconstitutionally vague
and violates the First Amendment rights of
gay men and lesbians to participate in the
political process.

“[The] ruling reinforces the Constitution’s
promise that private prejudices should not be
given public effect,” said Patricia Logue, man-
aging attorney for the Midwest Regional of-
fice of Lambda Legal Defense and Education
Fund, which is co-counsel on the case. “The
court is sending a clear message that the basic
civil rights of gay and lesbian citizens are not
subject to a popular vote.”

Spiegel on Nov. 16 stopped enforcement
of the amendment until he ruled in the case,
and attorneys for both sides argued the case
in June. Karl Kadon, a deputy city solicitor,
said the city, which is legally obligated to
defend voter-approved initiatives, will appeal
the ruling to the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals this week.

Suzanne Goldberg, a Lambda staff attor-
ney, applauded the Aug. 9 ruling in Ohio,
noting that because Spiegel is the first federal
judge to rule on anti-gay initiatives, it should
have impact on other anti-gay measures.

“This ruling provides a critical boost to
our challenges to anti-gay measures across
the country,” she said. “It shores up other
court decisions that have found these ballot
initiatives to be blatantly discriminatory and
offensive to our Constitution.”

Attorneys for both sides have predicted
the dispute will wind up in the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Attorney Patricia Logue says the ruling
shows civil rights are “not subject to a
popular vote.”

The voter-approved ban is a city charter
amendment that bars Cincinnati from enact-
ing or enforcing laws based on sexual orien-
tation. It also repealed a City Council ordi-
nance enacted in 1992 that banned discrimi-
nation based on sexual orientation.

Gay-rights advocates sued after voters ap-
proved the amendment, arguing that it in-
fringes on the rights of gays, lesbians and
bisexuals to petition city government.

Opponents, including the conservative
Citizens for Community Values, argued that
existing civil rights laws were adequate to
protect lesbians and gay men. CCV was
among groups that supported the 1993 ballot
question.

JOHN NOLAN

Police increase security for Gobb rally

Marietta police are taking seriously threats
posted on the Internet to shoot at attendees at
the Aug. 28 Cobb County rally for human
rights, and say they- will increase security
measures around Marietta Square, where the
rally will be held.

Gay Internet users found the messages,
posted by a man who identified himself as
John De Armond of Marietta, and alerted po-
lice. The messages, dated from July 28 through
Aug. 3, began with a query.

“Are there any nice hills nearby with a
clear shot at the demonstrators?” De Armond
wrote. “This [sic] cute little pink triangles
make SUCH good targets.”

De Armond made other references to pink
triangles as targets, including one in which he
said he was “appalled that those butt-snap-
pers didn’t put an aiming dot in the center of
that triangle.”

Gay, lesbian, and straight supporters re-
sponded to De Armond, but their responses
served only to inflame his comments, although
later he said he would not be doing any shoot-
ing himself.

“I won’t be doing any shooting, at least
not after giving warning,” he wrote. “What I
am doing is hopefully motivating/inspiring
others to do whatever they feel to be appro-
priate to address the problem, people who are
more willing than me to suffer the conse-
quences.”

Capt. Tim Fant of the Marietta Police De-
partment said the threats had prompted his
department to “beef up” already strong secu-
rity measures for the “And Justice for All”
rally.

“I feel very comfortable [with the mea-
sures we’re taking] but I’ve been in this busi-
ness too long not to know anything can hap-
pen,” he said. “We are going to go to great
lengths to prevent anything from happening.”

Fant said the security contingent would
include about 180 officers from three agen-
cies (Marietta police, Cobb police, and the
Cobb Sheriff’s Department), and that he had
gotten permission from the Marietta City
Council on Aug. 8 to close off Marietta Square
to vehicular traffic. Officers will be posted on
building rooftops around the square as well.

Fant also said that Marietta police were
conducting an investigation of De Armond,
with a report due late last week.

Noel Lytle, cochair of the Cobb Citizens
Coalition, one of the sponsors of the rally,
said he was confident with the measures be-
ing taken to protect those who come to the
rally.

“If we cannot guarantee people’s safety
and well-being, we won’t hold a rally,” he
said. “We consider this to be probably some-
body filled with hot air, but we’re not taking
any chances.”

KC WILDMOON
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Butch/femme is alive and well

by LESLEA NEWMAN

“Trash, Flash,™ I say, reminding my be-
loved that it is Sunday evening, time to put the
cans by the curb. “In a second,” she grunts as
the Starship Enterprise zooms across our TV.
Ten minutes later I plant myself in front of the
television, blocking Flash’s view of Counse-
lor Troi’s cleavage to remind her again. “Next
commercial,” she promises.

Why, you might ask, don’t I just take out
the garbage myself? After all, the cans aren’t
that heavy. But rubbish is a butch job.

Yes, Flash and I are a bona fide butch/
femme couple. Contrary to popular belief,
butch/femme did not disappear with the bee-
hive hairdos of the ’50s. No, we have not
changed our lifestyles, only our hairstyles
(thank God). Yes, butch/femme is alive and
well in the *90s, at least in this household.
Only in this household, it’s femme/butch. Just
because Flash wears the pants in this family
doesn’t mean she’s always on top.

So what makes me the femme and Flash
the butch? Is it that unlike Flash, I have never
been called “Sir” once in my entire life? Is it
that unlike me, Flash hasn’t worn a skirt since
1967, the year she shed the nun’s habit? Is it
that whenever any dyke in Lesbianville has a
job interview coming up, she runs straight to
my closet to pick out a pair of high heels and
then has me teach her how to walk in them? Is
it because whenever Flash and I go out, she
steers me around the dance floor as smoothly
as she steers our car through New York City
traffic?

All of the above is true, but it’s not why
I’m a femme and Flash is a butch It’s just
something you’re born with. According to fam-
ily legend, my first words were, “Got any mas-
cara?” Baby Flash, on the other hand, was the
ultimate tomboy, complete with holes in her
jeans and frogs in her pockets. I am thrilled to

have Flash, who truly appreciates the femme
that I am, unlike my last girlfriend, who for-
bade me to wear high heels (except in bed).
Flash is the butch of my dreams.

Six years ago, when she was a bachelor,
Flash remarked to a buddy, “I’ll never find a
girlfriend. The only femme left in Lesbianville
is Lesléa Newman.” When I heard that story, I
knew Flash was the girl I would marry. Sure
you can be a femme without a butch or a butch
without a femme, but it isn’t nearly as much
fun. As soon as we started dating, Flash cut
her hair as short as she had always wanted to,
and I started wearing my skirts tighter and my
heels higher And at our wedding, there was
never any question as to who would wear a
dress and who would wear trousers. As they
say in Glamour Dyke magazine, “The femme
is the picture, the butch is the frame.”

Some lesbians think the whole butch/
femme thing is passé. I pity those girls who
put personals in the Lesbianville Times look-
ing for a woman but, “No butches please.” At
first I thought they meant, “No bitches please.”
But then I caught on and I just couldn’t be-
lieve it. Don’t you girls know any butch worth
her weight in Brylcreem will do anything to
please her femme?

The first time I read a “No butches” per-
sonal, I was relieved. At least I could stop
worrying that some young lipstick lesbian
would pull Flash right out from under me (lit-
erally!). After all, I know a good butch is hard
to find. But then I got mad. How dare anybody
underestimate our darling butches after all
they’ve done for us? Because even though we
femmes have to put up with straight men com-
ing on to us all the time (and Flash loves
knowing that they want me and can’t have
me), it’s my butch that puts herself in danger
just by walking out our front door in her freshly
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pressed trousers and black muscle shirt. And
when Flash and I go out together, it’s obvious
that there’s something going on between us,
though some people aren’t quite sure what.
Whenever we go out to eat, our servers always
stumble. Sometimes they’ll say, “What'll it
be, ladies?” even though Flash is no lady. Other
times they’ll say, “What can I get you guys?”
even though I am certainly not a guy. If I was
asked for advice, I’'m not sure what I’d tell
them to say. “Two for lunch, lesbians?” doesn’t
sound quite right. Nor does, “Some dessert for
you dykes?”

And so to solve the problem we often eat
at home, which means there is a lot of garbage
to be taken out. And here it is, 8:30 and Coun-
selor Troi is lying prone in sick bay with the
lovely Dr. Crusher about to examine her. It
would be cruel to disturb Flash at a time like
this. And so I decide, just this once, to take out
the garbage myself. No sooner am I back in
the house than the phone rings. I pick it up, of
course, since I, like most femmes, was born
with a Princess phone in my mouth. “Lesléa,”
my neighbor Karen says, horrified, “was that
you taking out the trash?”

“Yes,” I admit, reluctantly. “Flash is knee-
deep in one of her favorite Star Trek reruns
and I let her get away with it. But just this
once.”

“That’s a relief,” Karen says. “I saw you
out my window, and my whole take on butch/
femme was instantly destroyed.”

Not to worry, world. Butch and femme are
here to stay.

Lesléa Newman writes a monthly syndi-
cated column and is author of “Heather Has
Two Mommies.” :
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