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Butch. Femme. Dildo. Top. Bottom. If the words
make you cringe, you’re not alone. If they make you
laugh, then you may have already heard about JoAnn
Loulan.

The topic of sex may pepper conversations among:

gay men, straight men and even straight women, but
the last thing lesbians tell each other is what they are
doing sexually, says Loulan, who is in town this
weekend for a lecture and a workshop. Sheis on a
mission to change that. :

“We are so frightened of being seen as male-
identified, sick or wrong that we have become un-
willing to tell the truth about our sexuality. What
results is a distortion of the richness of lesbian sex.”

And Loulan knows lesbian sex. A licensed mar-
riage, family and child counselor with a 98 percent
lesbian practice, she is also the author of three books
on lesbian sexuality—*“Lesbian Sex,” “Lesbian Pas-
sion” and her most controversial work, “The Lesbian
Erotic Dance,” published in 1990.

But she’s also well known as the “stand up thera-
pist,” peppering her lectures and books with humor
that breaks down inhibitions. Each of her books, and
her lectures, are like new friends who challenge and
startle—forcing women to take a mighty hard look at
who they are, what they believe and what they want.
Though the examination may be hard, the questions
feel right.

Even breast cancer hasn’t tempered Loulan’s ir-
reverent style. She was recently diagnosed and un-
derwent radiation therapy and a lumpectomy.

“I'm feeling better and I'm almost 100 percent,
but lesbians are never going to hear the end of me
talking about it,” she says. “They thought I was bad
before, ragging on them to do their monthly exams.
Just wait.”

Loulan is writing two_books about what she has
learned—“Making Cancer Fun” and “I Hate Having
Cancer.” While she describes the tone of the books as
“fun,” she is also very honest about how she feels.

“I’'m not one of those inspired people who have
become Buddha-esque from having cancer. I'm pissed

off about it, I'm scared and I don’t like it.”

The popularity of Loulan’s work—her first three
books all remain best sellers—would seem to fly in
the face of the premise that lesbians are scared by or
disinterested in sex. Indeed, their popularly seems to
be an indication that somebody must be doing some-
thing to somebody somewhere.

“What happens with my books is that lesbians
freak out about what I say and then they come around,”
says Loulan in a telephone interview from her home
near San Francisco. “They come around because the
books make sense.”

“Lesbian Erotic Dance” explored who and what
lesbians are attracted to, including archetypal lesbian
behaviors such as butch/femme. It created quite a
stir.

“Everyone was freaked out because they thought
I was saying that they had to choose to be butch or
femme,” says Loulan. “That’s not true. What I'm
really askigg women to do is examine the role that
our own misogyny and homophobia play in our ideas
about butch/femme. You can’t give up a whole
cultural phenomena because it’s politically :
incorrect.” -

A glimpse at Loulan s photo
on the cover of “Lesbian
Sex,” published in 1984,
would lead one to believe she
was leaning a bit to the butch
end of the scale—short hair and *
flannel shirt.

That was then and this is now.

Loulan has undergone her own
metamorphosis, shedding all the appro- S
priate androgynous trappings and now
proudly claiming her femme side. Giving 4
up what felt right just to fit a mold seemed ¥
downright punishing.

“When I came out, there was all this hoopla %
about how you had to dress,” Loulan explains. “It
was regulation clothing they gave you at the border
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Marietta woman sues city after harassment nightmare

Gail Jestus claims abuse by
male co-workers took her job,
her health and her relationship

Marietta—A Cobb County woman who
says she was forced to quit her job with the
city of Marietta because of sexual harassment
by her male co-workers has taken her fight to
court.

In a lawsuit filed in Cobb County Superior
Court, Gail Jestus alleges that the harassment
by her fellow employees in the meter shop of
the city’s power company went on for five
years, despite her complaints to supervisors
and other city officials.

She resigned last summer, suffering from
ulcers and acute insomnia that she says were
caused by the stress she suffered because of
the harassment. She says the ordeal also shat-
tered her personal life, leading to the end of an
eight-year relationship with her lesbian part-
ner.

But the fight didn’t end there. After she
applied for and received unemployment, the
city contested her claim and won, although
she is ultimately not required to pay back what
she had already received.

Angry about her treatment at the hands of
the city and its employees, Jestus filed the
lawsuit.

“Women need to know they don’t have to
put up with this anymore,” she said. “I wonder
how many other women have lost their jobs
and quit over the years.”

The stress took its toll over the years, she

says. In addition to the physical and emotional
damage, Jestus blames the harassment for the
destruction of her relationship.

“She watched me deteriorate over the
years,” she said, “and she couldn’t handle it,
and she left. They’ve already taken everything
they can. They can’t take anything else.”

Jestus’ complaint says that fellow workers
subjected her to details of their sex lives, to
complaints about having to work with women
and to physical sexual advances. She says they
left her stranded on a roof during one lunch
break when they took the ladder and threw
rocks at her from the ground. One co-worker
waved a fake penis impaled on a stick at her,
and another recklessly drove a fork lift toward
her, an incident that resulted in an injury to
Jestus’ hand, according to the suit.

Jestus says she reported the incidents as
they happened to supervisors, who told her “if
a woman wants to work in a man’s job, she’d
have to deal with his world.”

Even an investigation by the city’s Human
Resource Department last spring—spurred by
a grievance her supervisor urged her not to
file, saying he believed they could “work it
out”—and the subsequent reprimand of three
of the employees, did nothing to ease the situ-
ation.

“Basically, it became hell,” Jestus told
Southern Voice. “I was willing to forgive and
forget, and just go on with my job. But it
became unbearable working in the meter shop.”

After the written reprimands, she says the
men began slamming objects and doors when-
ever they were near Jestus, making it difficult
to work. She says she also overheard conver-
sations—meant for her ears, she believes—in

which the men made com-
ments like “someone could
get backed over by a bucket
truck” and “who knows,
maybe the KKK will burn
someone’s house down.”

Jestus wanted to tell her
story because she wants other
people to know just how dif-
ficult it can be for women
who work in areas not tradi-
tionally open to women. Al-
though her sexual orientation
was never an issue while she
worked for the city of
Marietta—she did not dis-
close that during her tenure—
Jestus believes homophobia
did play a part in the treat-
ment she received.

“They would call me
‘butch’ and ‘dyke’ because
any woman with short hair
who wants to do ‘a man’s
work’ must be a lesbian,” she
said. “And I could do every-
thing they could do. I think it
threatened them.”

The city and the other
four defendants deny all of
Jestus’ allegations, and the suit has been re-
ferred to mediation by the court. No date for
the mediation has been set.

For now, Jestus is waiting, working in a
low paying job and trying to piece her life
back together. After her experience with the
city, and the Cobb Commission’s vote last
summer condemning homosexuality, she feels

Gail Jestus says, “ | will not spend any money in Cobb
County. | don’t care if it’s a Kleenex. | don't glve them
anything. They’ve taken enough.”

unwelcome in her home county.

“I won’t buy anything in Cobb County I
drive all the way into Atlanta for everything,”
she said. “I will not eat here. I will not spend
any money in Cobb County. I don’t care if it’s
aKleenex. I don’t give them anything. They’ve
taken enough.”

KC WILDMOON

Anti-gay activist

Linda Hamrick intimated
she was speaking for the
governor, but Zell's
spokesperson says she wasn'’t

Atlanta—An anti-gay/lesbian activist at the
state Capitol may have misrepresented herself
before a Senate committee in an effort to have
consensual sex between teenagers declared a
crime.

Linda Hamrick, an Athens woman who
served on a state sex education study commit-
tee in 1992, testified before the Senate Special
Judiciary Committee in support of legislation
that would have made consensual sex between
teenagers a crime punishable by up to 20 years
in prison. After hearing from Hamrick, the
committee supported her position.

But according to observers who attended
the hearing and at least one senator, Hamrick
led senators on the panel to believe that she
was speaking for the sex education commit-

may have misled

en. Steve Langford has asked Hamrick
to provide evidence that she spoke “with
authority.”

tee, Gov. Zell Miller and the state Department
of Education.

“It was clear to me that...she put it in the
context that she was representing them,” Sen.
Steve Langford, D-LaGrange, told Southern
Voice. “She said that that committee, the De-

committee on teenage sex hill

partment of Education and the governor sup-
ported abstinence.”

A spokesperson for the goveror, Rick
Dent, says Hamrick was not speaking for
Miller.

“The governor has not taken any position
on that bill, and the governor usually speaks
for himself,” Dent said.

As originally drafted, the bill in question,
sponsored by Langford, would have raised the
age of consent for sex in Georgia from 14 to
16 but would have required a three-year dif-
ferential in age between partners before statu-
tory rape laws would apply. When it got to the
Senate floor, the bill was attacked as promot-
ing promiscuity in teenagers. The Senate then
approved an amendment from Sen. Perry
McGuire, R-Douglasville, that dropped the age
differential and made all consensual sex be-
tween teenagers a crime.

The bill was then sent back to committee
in an attempt to strip McGuire’s amendment
from the bill. That was the point at which
Hamrick addressed the committee, which then
backed the McGuire amendment. Langford
then dropped his support of the bill, which has

since died in committee.

Langford fired off an angry letter to
Hamrick, a copy of which was acquired by
Southern Voice. In it, the senator requested
that Hamrick “provide evidence that you did
indeed speak with authority.”

“I was shocked that you supported a mea-
sure that could send two kids to jail for up to
20 years for making a decision...to consensu-
ally involve themselves in a sexual relation-
ship with someone of like age,” Langford
wrote. “Only hate for children could be a mo-
tivator for such action.”

In September 1992, the sex education com-
mittee recommended a curriculum that in-
cluded, but did not stress, abstinence for teen-
agers, and virtually ignored homosexuality.
Hamrick co-authored a minority report from
that committee that blasted the committee’s
official report and called for condemnation of
homosexuality in school curriculums.

Langford told Southern Voice on Feb. 28
that Hamrick had not responded to his letter.
Attempts by Southern Voice to reach her by
telephone were not successful.

KC WILDMOON

Gay and leshian tourism group considers center in Atlanta

Atlanta—A New Y ork-based gay and les-
bian tourism group is considering opening a
visitors’ center here in Atlanta.

The Gay and Lesbian Visitors Center of
New York has filed papers to incorporate in
Atlanta under the name “Gay and Lesbian Visi-
tors Center of Atlanta, Inc.” The Atlanta Busi-
ness Chronicle reported the incorporation last
week and said that the New York group plans
to open similar visitors centers in 17 other
cities.

“We did a big demographic study and de-
cided to target 18 cities,” Judi Goldstein, ex-

ecutive director of New York’s center, told
Southern Voice.

Goldstein said that her organization would
be looking for people in Atlanta to put up
equity for this city’s center, but she could not
provide names of any local contacts the group
had made to date.

“We’re filing the business papers so that
when the time comes to start looking for people,
we’ll be ready,” said Mark Gilbert, president
and founder of the New York organization.
“But it's not imminent—maybe late *94 or
early '95.”

Gilbert said that he intends to contact “lead-
ers of the community” for feedback before
proceeding.

“We’re not coming in from New York to
set up anything,” he said. “This is not an out-
reach of New York, or anything that competes
with the lesbian/gay community there.”

The visitors center will be funded by mem-
berships, similar to other tourism organiza-
tions such as the Atlanta Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau. In addition, the center will pub-
lish a magazine called “The List,” as it does in
New York.

“[The List] is a tourism publication aimed
at letting people know what’s going on,” Gil-
bert said. “It has no pornography, no 900 num-
bers, no nudity, no questionable advertising.
In each of the cities [where it will be pub-
lished], it’s locally produced and of local in-
terest.”

“I would like the straight community to
know that we are not a political organization,”
he added. “We are a business organization to
help coordinate gay/lesbian friendly and gay/
lesbian-owned businesses. We try to bring the
groups together.”

KC WILDMOON
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The scientists doing the work say no, but one
historian warns that it has happened before

by BRUCE MIRKEN

San Francisco—Scientists seem increas-
ingly hot on the trail of possible biological
causes of homosexuality. Simon LeVay has
reported apparent differences in-brain struc-
tures between gay men and nongays. Dean
Hamer of the National Institutes of Health has
noted genetic similarities between gay broth-
ers that straight siblings don’t seem to share.

Some speculate that discovery of a “gay
gene” may lie just around the corner, and that
it could be a boon for gays and lesbians who
would then be freed from condemnation of
their “sinful chosen lifestyle.”

Not so fast, warns historian Daniel Kevles
of Cal Tech.

Kevles, speaking at a Feb. 21 panel discus-
sion on the social and ethical impact of such
research at the annual meeting of the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence, reminded his audience of the horrifying
results of past efforts to ascribe human behav-
ior to genetic programming.

“Historical experience,” he declared, shows
“that it is surely hazardous to build an argu-
ment for civil rights on a biological founda-
tion,” -

The recent research is nothing new. “At-
tempts to identify biological bases for human
behavior and to build programs of social ac-
tion upon them have been going on for the
better part of a century,” Kevles explained,
with early 20th Century scientists convinced
that the genetic discoveries of Gregor-Mendel
had given them a simple key to understanding
why people do the things they do.

From this sprang the “science” of eugen-
ics, aimed at “maintaining or improving the
biological qualities of the human race.” It was
an ill-fated attempt based on bad science, but
it had a huge and tragic impact.

In 1908, psychologist Henry Goddard pio-
neered the American use of intelligence tests
originally developed in Europe. Running a re-
search lab at a “school for the feeble-minded”
in New Jersey, Goddard used the tests exten-
sively to study the school’s students and their

relatives. His conclusion, Kevles explained,
was that (to quote Goddard), “Feeble-
mindedness was a condition of mind or brain
which was transmitted as regularly and surely
as color of hair or eyes.”

But Goddard went further. “Feeble-
mindedness,” he decided, included a lack of
understanding of right and wrong, making the
mentally deficient likely to become criminal.
Meanwhile, intelligence tests run on prison
inmates were showing such “mental defi-
ciency” to be common among them. He and
others concluded that criminality, poverty,
prostitution and many other socially undesir-
able traits or behaviors were an inherited ge-
netic curse. Biology was destiny.

This conclusion, noted Kevles, seemed
naturally to lead to a plan of action—if these
social ills all sprang from inherited traits, the
solution was to stop those who bore those
traits from reproducing. The result was one of
the most shameful episodes in American his-
tory, with more than two dozen states passing
laws allowing forced sterilization of the men-
tally retarded and others.

“In the end,” Kevles told the by now quite
somber audience, “several tens of thousands
of people were sterilized under state eugenics
laws in this country.” Hitler copied his eugen-
ics law, under which hundreds of thousands
were forcibly sterilized, from California’s stat-
ute.

The point, said Kevles, is not only that
science was used as a basis for atrocious laws,
but that huge numbers of people were harmed
irreparably based on science that was quickly
and utterly discredited. By the early 1930s, the
historian noted, “It was clear that the early
1.Q. tests were culturally biased and that per-
formance on them depended a great deal on
prior education. It was also clear that the kind
of family pedigree studies on which the ge-
netic basis of feeble-mindedness had been es-
tablished were deeply flawed methodologically
and completely unreliable.” What had once
seemed like scientific certainty was soon shown

Could research into the “gay gene” lead us to disaster?
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Daniel Kevles of Cal Tech warns that historical experience shows “that it is surely
hazardous to build an argument for civil rights on a biological foundation.”

to be flat wrong.

What does all this have to do with modern,
sophisticated studies of sexual orientation?
Simply this, Kevles explained: As clearly
wrong as Goddard and his contemporaries look
now, at the time their work was considered
“advanced, sophisticated and...thoroughly on
the cutting edge.” Scientists have been tragi-
cally mistaken before, and those who would
rush to base social policy on their newest theo-
ries would be wise to consider that they might
be wrong again.

What happens, Kevles asked, if the work
of Hamer, LeVay and others proves to be in
error? If civil rights laws are based on these
studies, would they then be repealed? Or if the
research is correct, could it be put to uses its
authors clearly do not intend? Could genetic
tests be used to exclude people from the mili-
tary or other jobs, for example? Or to identify
potentially gay fetuses and abort them? Such
research should not be abandoned, he said, but
its results should be dealt with cautiously.

Most others on the panel shared at least
some of Kevles’ concerns, though some put a
more optimistic spin on things. UCLA biolo-
gist Laura Allen even went so far as to suggest
a benign future in which a parent might be

able to identify a potentially gay or lesbian
child through a brain scan and then use that
information to create a more humane home
environment for that child, an environment in
which the child didn’t feel pressured to be-
come heterosexual.

Dean Hamer, author of the study of gay
brothers, was generally optimistic about sci-
entists’ ability to keep their work from being
misused. “I think there are things that scien-
tists like myself can do, and indeed must do
and are responsible for doing, to make sure
that the research is not abused,” he commented,
ranging from taking a firm public stand against
things like the aborting of gay fetuses to “as-
serting our intellectual property control over
findings to make sure they are not commer-
cially exploited.”

Although Hamer testified in the recent
Colorado trial over the constitutionality of
Amendment 2, the anti-gay/lesbian rights ini-
tiative approved by voters in 1992, he agreed
that it would be unwise to rush to use his work
as a basis for civil rights claims. Hamer called
it “extremely naive to think that any sort of
scientific research...is going to eliminate ho-
mophobia,” adding, “I don’t think that rights
should be based on biology.”
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The year is 1968. I am 10 years old. My
father has gone back to school, so we are
spending the winter with my grandparents in
the backwoods of middle Tennessee. I remem-
ber school in a three-room schoolhouse. I re-
member snow cream, and my grandmother’s
biscuits, and the comic book collection my
other grandmother started for me.

But my most vivid memory is Peggy
Fleming. The 1968 Winter Olympics were in
Grenoble, France and had all the usual skiing
and bobsledding and such. But it was the magic
of Fleming’s perfect figure skating program
that infused my entire stay in Tennessee. Here
was a woman sports star showing that some-
one could win the world’s adulation by doing
something both athletic and beautiful, telling a
story, evoking an emotion.

During that visit, I remember my uncle
brought home the family’s first color TV. And
the way I remember that he didn’t keep it is
because I didn’t know that Peggy Fleming had
worn a fluorescent lime green skating outfit
until Life magazine arrived with her on the
cover. It took my breath away, and I immedi-
ately began re-imagining the performance, su-
perimposing green on the memory of the gray
outfit that TV had misled me into thinking she
had performed in.

Twenty-six years and seven Olympics later,
my love for figure skating remains intact. And
considering how many of my gay friends paid
excruciatingly close attention to the competi-
tion this year at Lillehammer, completely un-
related to the sensationalism of the women’s
~ competition, it seems I'm not unique in our
community.

In his brilliant and passionately written
book, “The Queen’s Throat: Opera, Homo-
sexuality and the Mystery of Desire,” Wayne
Kostenbaum explains how and why gay men
have devoted themselves.to the lore of opera
divas for almost a century. Where they sang,
what they wore, legendary performances and
temper tantrums have fascinated gay men ever
since the phonograph liberated opera from the
opera house. Hence the term “Opera Queen.”

Now, with opera as a dying art form, the
one place in popular culture where we can see
women displaying this type of power, artistic
expression and emotion is figure skating. I
believe figure skating is supplanting opera as
a gay male devotion.

Take the results of a recent poll in USA
Today. What is your favorite Olympic sport?
Those who said figure skating included 65
percent of women and 8 percent of men.
Hmmm. Do you know any straight men who

Southern Queer-ies
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adore skating? Any gay men who loathe it? I
love statistics that seem to almost accidentally
confirm our existence.

I do not hesitate to claim for myself the
classification of Figure Skating Queen. Like
lines to mark height on a refrigerator, I use
skaters to recall the age I was and the psyche I
had when they were skating. There are the
ones who attained fame, such as Dorothy
Hamill (1976, my last year at home while
attending junior college) and Katarina Witt
(1988, four years after coming out)—certified
stars, with gold medals to prove it.

But the stripes of a Figure Skating Queen
are earned with the obscurities. My favorite
obscurity is Janet Lynn, the tiny blonde who
followed Fleming as American champion. I
transferred my affections immediately, but
Lynn never finished higher than third in any
international competition. A gold medal would
have made her America’s Little Sister, her
smile beaming on cereal boxes everywhere.
But her whereabouts today are lost even to
me. They don’t often do retrospective reports
on bronze medalists.

As I have come further out, my allegiance
has shifted to the men’s competition, where,
letting my “gaydar” run free, I finally started
seeing signs of fellow tribesmen on the ice.
The first Olympics after I came out, Calgary
in 1988, was the year of the Brians—our
American Boitano and Orser of Canada. I still
had major work to do on myself back then. I
remember rooting for Boitano over Orser as
the “more masculine” (read “less faggy”) of
the competitors.

Imagine my surprise three months later at

Bulldogs when a short, athletic guy in a sorta-
fouffy leather jacket began to look familiar.
Gathering my courage, I went up and asked,
“Don’t I know you?” “Who do you think I
am?,” he responded suspiciously. “Brian
Orser,” I said. And, relieved that I knew which
Brian he was, he smiled and we chatted for
about five minutes. As he graciously accepted
a compliment, I thought back to Dick Button’s
thinly veiled comment about the “special rela-
tionship” between Orser and Boitano.
Hmmm...

Now, lest you think I am outing anyone,
let me remind you that being at gay bars and
being dished by commentators does not a queer
make. But figure skating is still back where I
was in 1988, trying to look “less faggy.” A
brouhaha erupted last year when skaters, in-
cluding Boitano, felt the need to contradict
reports that AIDS was devastating male figure
skating. After that, John Curry, English cham-
pion and 1980 gold medalist, announced that
he had AIDS. Could they have not known he
was sick? Do they really think, in a sport so
focused on beauty and grace, that we’ll be-
lieve that no one in it is gay?

. This year’s Olympics will be remembered
by me less for the drama on the ladies side
than for the appearance of the first truly queer
skater, Elvis Stojko. Let me be explicit—I have
no inside information about Stojko. For all I
know, he’s completely straight (even though a
girl friend wasn’t mentioned in his TV pro-
file).

But gay or not, Elvis is certifiably as queer
as they come. Skating in leather to techno
music, his short program made those judges as
uncomfortable as a 20-year old can make nine
fiftysomething fuddy-duddies. And of course
he lost, to a traditional and uninspiring Rus-
sian in a Prince Charming suit. The staid world
of figure skating is not yet ready to accommo-
date either queers or Generation X-ers. And
maybe coming out would ruin a skater’s chance
at a comeback, though we’ll never know until
someone tries.

I’m out of room to continue, so I’ll sum up
by saying that in figure skating, I have found
what Kostenbaum found in opera—a place
where a devoted, long-term attachment to an
competitive artistic endeavor serves as a land-
mark in my life. By watching it, I can see how
I've changed over the years, and it still stands
as one of the places where I first started “fig-
uring it out.” To paraphrase a song, even Tonya
can’t take that away from me.
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it's time to liberate the gay agenda from the liberals

In order for the gay and lesbian commu-
nity to become fully franchised, we must be
represented by Republicans and conservatives
as well as Democrats and liberals. Although
we share a common sexuality, we are indi-
viduals, with experiences and backgrounds as
diverse as any collection of people, and as a
diverse community we should seek diverse
representation. Otherwise, we risk being taken
for granted by one political party and being
written off by the other.

Rick Maher, writing in the February 3 is-
sue, would have us believe that Democrats
have a monopoly on tolerance and personal
freedom. This is not so. Look at Georgia’s
own [U.S.] Sen. Sam Nunn, chairman of the
Senate Armed Services Committee and the
person most responsible for denying the end
of the ban on gays in the military. Or Kansas’
Rev. Fred W. Phelps, who seeks the Demo-
cratic Party’s nomination for governor. You
remember Phelps, the fellow who shows his
Christian compassion and brotherly love by
picketing the funerals and memorial services

of gay men who died of AIDS and berating
their families and friends for supporting “fags.”
Even now, the Clinton administration fights to
discharge Joe Stefan from the Navy, following
his return to active duty.

All Democrats are not our friends, and all
Republicans are not our enemies. Former [U.S.
Sen.] Barry Goldwater, founder of the modern
conservative movement, has been a vocal ad-
vocate for unconditionally lifting the ban on
gays in the military. Gov. William Weld of
Massachusetts is a long-time champion of gay
rights and ending discrimination against gays
and lesbians. He has signed laws, implemented
programs and appointed openly gay members
to his administration during the first three years
of his term.

I am gay and conservative. I have nothing
in common with members of North American
Man-Boy Love Association. For years we have
fought the shibboleth that gays are pedophiles,
and yet we foolishly include their agenda with
ours. That we as a community are now ques-
tioning such thinking is a sign that our move-

ment is coming of age and growing more so-
phisticated. It is time to liberate the gay-rights
agenda from the liberal agenda.

ACT UP and Queer Nation play vital roles
in the gay rights movement, but their members
are not representative of the entire commu-
nity. My point is simply this—it is time for all
gays and lesbians to do their part in winning
our freedoms. Rather than conceding the Re-
publican Party to the religious right, I will
work to move the party back to its roots of
personal freedom and fiscal conservatism.

The gay community is fond of using the
line “Diversity is strength” to win heterosexu-
als to our quest for rights. That motto ought to
apply within our own community. In fact, we
ought to appropriate Lee Atwater’s “Big Tent”
philosophy for the Republican Party for the
gay community. There’s room enough under
the big top for everyone.

- Michael Brown
Atlanta

by CARL LANGE

GLAAD Media Awards

Society reflects itself through its mass
media, but too often, the reflection of les-
bians and gay men is distorted—by defa-
mation, bias, inaccuracy or invisibility. In-
dividuals who challenge these distortions
and promote understanding need to be rec- |
ognized and encouraged to continue their
work. .

On March 13 in New York and March
19 in Los Angeles, the GLAAD Media
Awards will honor some of these individu-
als. LA awards include:

Special Award: Aaron Spelling in
honor of his consistent and early support
of the rights of lesbians, gays and people
with AIDS and gay/lesbian inclusive tele-
vision programming, such as “Dynasty,”
“Beverly Hills 90210,” “Melrose Place”
and “And the Band Played On.”

Roberta Achtenberg, assistant secretary
of the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development, and Harvey Fierstein,
playwright, actor and activist, for their con-
tributions in increasing the visibility,
awareness and understanding of the les-
bian and gay community

Outstanding Studio Film: “Philadel-
phia,” a film that brings a message of com-
passion and understanding about gay men
and AIDS to the American audience.

Outstanding Independent Film: “The
Wedding Banquet,” an insightful Chinese
comedy illuminating the lives of an inter-
racial gay couple.

Outstanding Dramatic Movie for Tele-
vision: “And the Band Played On,” an HBO
production

Outstanding Recording Artist: Melissa
Etheridge, for her courage in coming out
and her outspoken support of other lesbi-
ans and gay men.

Outstanding Television Comedy Series:
“Seinfeld,” for its continued inclusion of
lesbian and gay characters in this NBC-
TV hit series

Outstanding Television Dramatic Se-
ries: “Sisters,” for incorporating a lesbian
character in an ongoing storyline

Outstanding Television Dramatic Epi-
sode: “Law and Order,” for the compel-
ling episode entitled “Manhood,” which
dealt realistically and compassionately with
homophobia within the field of law en-
forcement.

Outstanding Television Special
(Drama): “Other Mothers,” a CBS-TV
Afterschool Special illustrating a young
boy coming to terms with peer pressure
regarding his lesbian mothers.

Outstanding Independent Film (Les-
bian): “Forbidden Love: The Unashamed
Stories of Lesbian Lives,” portraying a di-
verse group of lesbians sharing their expe-
riences. .

Outstanding Community Service:
“Highways Performance Space,” for pro-
viding a performance outlet for innovative
and challenging lesbian and gay artists.

NY awards include:

Outstanding Achievement in Theater:
“Angels in America”; Outstanding
Achievement in Television (Comedy):
“Dream On,” HBO; Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Journalism (Television): Gays in
the 90s; Outstanding Achievement in Jour-
nalism (Magazine): Hip-Hop’s Black Eye/
Spin Magazine; Outstanding Achievement
in Journalism (Syndicated Columnist): Deb
Price, Detroit News; and Special Award to
MTV.

10/1994



















SOUTHERN VOICE

MARCH 10/1994

Running and walking are sports
easily available to everyone

by JIM STRUVE

This is the first in a series of articles that
will appear in Southern Voice to address
topics related to running and walking. Each
article will be written by a member of Front
Runners-Atlanta, an organization that pro-
vides support and encouragement for gays
and lesbians who enjoy running and walk-
ing. Front Runners-Atlanta is available to
runners and walkers at all levels of interest,
from beginners to hard-core enthusiasts.

Perhaps this series will increase your in-
terest in running or walking as an avenue for
regular physical activity. We also hope that
these articles will encourage you to join us
for our weekly run/walk activities and to
participate in our 1994 Pride Day 5K Run/
Walk (which will be held on June 11). More
than 650 people participated in our 1993 5K
Run/Walk, making our race the second larg-
est such event in the country. Yes, Atlanta
had more participants than Pride races that
were held in other traditional gay/lesbian
enclaves such as San Francisco, Chicago
and Los Angeles. With your added partici-
pation, we can achieve our goal of surpass-
ing New York City to become the largest
Pride race in 1994.

Running and walking are perhaps the
most accessible forms of exercise. They are
really sports for the common person, avail-
able to you no matter what your level of
athletic ability. Age is only a barrier when it
is self-imposed. Physical disability may al-
ter the way in which a person engages in
running or walking, but there are few limita-
tions that create truly insurmountable barri-
ers. However, if you have a history of health-
related problems or if you are older, it is
advisable to consult with your physician be-
fore jumping into a regular routine of run-
ning or walking.

Unlike most other sports, minimal equip-
ment is required for running or walking. All
you really need is a solid pair of shoes. To
avoid injury, it is important that you pur-
chase a good pair of shoes. Most running
stores can give you advice on the shoes that
are best for you. Beyond shoes, no other
special equipment or clothing is required.

Running and walking can be done alone
or with friends, in any kind of weather (if
you don’t mind braving the elements in ex-
treme conditions) and any time of day or
night (it’s wise to purchase a reflective vest

so that you are more visible during dark-
ness, and safety concerns should prompt you
to use discretion about where you exercise
during both daylight and darkness). Even
when you are traveling, it is easy to take
along a pair of shoes to continue your exer-
cise routine.

The basic requirement is to exercise a
minimum of 30 minutes at least three times
weekly. You will gain the same health ben-
efits from walking as from running, from
slowly jogging as from fast running. Whether
you walk, jog or run is mostly a matter of
personal preference. If you wish to maintain
a regular schedule of running or walking, it
is important that you find a style and pace
that is comfortable. The basic rule is that
you are unlikely to maintain any kind of
exercise about which you feel miserable.

Participation in races can be very satis-
fying. Being in the presence of other runners
and walkers can enhance self-esteem and
can be physically and psychologically stimu-
lating (not to mention that runners and walk-
ers are frequently gorgeous specimens of
physical health). Races can also provide

goals that help to overcome the drudgery of

any regular exercise routine. However, rac-

- ing has no additional health benefits over

casual running or walking. To the contrary,
the chances of an exercise-related injury ac-
tually grow as your mileage and level of
competition increase.

Future articles in this series will address
a variety of topics about running and walk-

 ing, including training techniques, nutrition

and injuries.

Struve is the race dlrector for the At-
lanta Pride run.
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Lesbians have less sex than straight
women, but relationships are bhetter

New study in Texas compares the intimate lives
of two groups of women, one straight and one gay

by KIMBERLY GRIFFIN

Echoing the findings of previous studies
on lesbian relationships, two sex researchers
in Texas have concluded that women in les-
bian relationships have sex less often than do
their heterosexual counterparts.

What is significant about the study, re-
searchers David Farley Hurlbert and Carol Apt
say, is that it is believed to be the first to
compare intimacy, compatibility and interper-
sonal dependency among women in lesbian
and heterosexual relationships.

Their findings? Lesbians in the study re-
ported higher levels of relationship satisfac-
tion, even though they reported having less-
active sex lives than the heterosexual women.
An average of two sexual activities a month
was reported by the lesbians, compared to 11
for heterosexual women.

“According to popular myth, lesbians don’t
have sex very often,” said Apt, a sex educator
who has conducted sex research for five years.
“But that’s not the point. The point is that their
relationships are extremely satisfying to them.”

What’s more, the researchers concluded
that the difference in frequency of sex be-
tween the straight and lesbian couples was not
because of the difference in sexual orienta-
tion. The difference in gender, they concluded,
is a more important factor in determining
someone’s attitude and behavior.,
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“We got the results we got because we
were dealing with men and women, not gays
and straights,” said Apt, who wrote her doc-
toral dissertation at Northeastern University
on gay relationships. “Perhaps women in het-
erosexual relationships are socialized to be
compliant to male sexuality. Women in homo-
sexual relationships don’t have to bother with
that crap.”

But a number of lesbians who read the
study said that perhaps efforts to define their
sexuality from a heterosexual perspective will
never truly capture the experiences of lesbi-
ans. :

“They’re treating lesbianism as some sort
of romantic, natural state of being where
women can be women, unsullied by the influ-
ence of the powerful cock,” said Polly
Thistlethwaite of the Lesbian Herstory Ar-
chives in New York. “Guess what? When that
happens, viewed from a heterosexist bias,
women’s sexuality dissipates.”

Hurlbert, a former army captain who is
now in private practice as a marriage counse-
lor and sex therapist, and Apt (both are straight)
said their fascination with the topic of sexual-
ity in general led them to conduct the study.
And while the researchers set out to explore
some of the differences between homosexual-

CONTINUES ON PAGE 18
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An Open Letter To

The Gay & Lesbian Community

1993 was a record for Curry Honda. We
were able to serve over 20,000 customers
last year through new and used car sales,
service, parts and body shop. We truly ap-
preciate the patronage and trust you have
shown in us. We will forever strive to make
100% of our customers satisfied with own-
ing and maintaining their car. For almost the
past three years, Curry Honda has let it be
known the gay and lesbian community is
welcome at Curry Honda. You have re-
sponded and you are a major reason *93 was
a record year for us. We look forward to
making ’94 an even better year and your pa-
tronage will play a major part in our suc-
cess. To those of you who have done busi-
ness with us—Thanks! For those of you
looking for a dealer to do business with, give
us a try—I think you’ll find Curry Honda a
nice place to do business with. If I can be of
any assistance, please do not hesitate to call.

Thank You In Advance,

U

Barney Nelson
General Manager

404/451-2700

5525 Peachtree Industrial Bivd. « Chamblee, GA 30341

i S G

My salesperson, Julie Ellis, was
highly recommended to me by a
friend who also enjoyed her
dealings with Ms. Ellis.

Julie Ellis was professional,
courteous, and very respectful of
the presence of my female life
partner during the sale. Ms. Ellis
could relate to me more
comfortably than any other car
salesperson ever has. I appreciated
her availability at Curry Honda.

During my two days of
business at your dealership, I
was aware of two other same-
sex couples making purchases.
Thank you once again for your
dealership’s stance to be gay/
lesbian sensitive and for
providing quality gay personnel
such as Julie Ellis.
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Intimate Differences

In a new study, 68 women—half gay, half

practices they incorporated into their sexual encounters with their partners:

straight—were asked which of the following

Heterosexual Homosexual
Women Women

Practices Yes No Yes No
Sexual Fantasy 29 5 28 6
Masturbation 26 8 34 0
Pornography 16 18 2 32
Pleasure Aids 9 25 3 31
Exotic Clothes 33 1 2 32

Source: Journal of Sex and Marital Therapy. Figures are raw numbers.

activity. That is what men generally consider
to be porn but women don’t, Tripp said.

“At the very least, [the method] is ran-
dom,” Tripp said. “Some will have one thing
in mind, some people another thing.”

The ambiguity of “exotic clothing” in par-
ticular, Thistlethwaite said, did not take into
account lesbians’ tradition for drag and cross-
dressing among other things.

“A lot of butch/femme dykes I know are in
high drag every minute of their lives—and
that certainly constitutes erotic clothing,”
Thistlethwaite said.

Of the 34 lesbians who participated in the
study, only two reported wearing exotic clothes
in “partner-related sexual activities,” compared
to all but one of the heterosexual women who
reported wearing them.

Almost all of the women reported using
sexual fantasy, which could be any sexual
dream or thought, during sex with their part-
ner. Lesbians reported much less use of por-
nography and pleasure aids.

In fact, only three lesbians out of the 34
. total reported using “pleasure aids,”™ a number
to which some -lesbians took extreme excep-
tion.

The researchers concluded that “lesbians
generally do not like to engage in forms of
sexual interaction that resemble male/female
couplings,” as would be the case with dildos.

“They weren’t talking to any of my
friends,” Thistlethwaite said. “Do you think
straight people use dildos more than lesbians?
I’ve never known a straight man to use a dildo
on a woman and go down on her at the same
time. That’s a lesbo thing.”

Although heterosexual women reported
engaging in sexual activity more often (rang-
ing from seven to 19 in the four weeks before
the study was conducted) than for lesbians
(ranging from 0 to 11), the sexual satisfaction
reported in both groups was nearly identical.

“What this says is that when women get
together, they don’t have sex very often,” Apt
said. “Maybe heterosexual women are having

sex more often just because men want it more.
When lesbians do have sex, it’s a hell of a lot
more satisfying.”

In conducting the study, Apt and Hurlbert
said they wanted to take their previous finding
that in heterosexual relationships, the better
the relationship dynamics, the more frequently
the partners have sex, and put it to the test
comparing lesbians and heterosexual women.

“We found that theory not to hold true in
lesbian relationships,” Hurlbert said. “Between
women, there’s more of a homo-emotional re-
lationship rather than a homosexual relation-
ship.”

The bottom line, the researchers concluded,
is that the lesbians’ gender, not their sexual
orientation, accounts for the difference in
sexual frequency.

“The lesbians in this study have revealed
themselves to be women first and lesbians sec-
ond,” they concluded.

Given the limitations of the study, some
lesbians said, that conclusion is shallow at
best.

“This kind of sociology flattens the whole
terrain of the lesbian sexual dynamic, and het-
erosexuality, too,” Thistlethwaite said. “The
conclusions downplay the validity of lesbian
sexuality.”

Hurlbert, who has been a sex therapist for
nearly 10 years, said trends he has seen in the
clinical setting lead him to believe that a simi-
lar study of lesbian and heterosexual women
conducted in the future could yield much dif-
ferent results.

“I anticipate that both heterosexual and
homosexual women are going to start demand-
ing a much more active, enjoyable sex life,
and I've seen that clinically,” Hurlbert said.

He and Apt are currently conducting a study
comparing lesbians who have only had sex
with other women to lesbians who have had
sex with men.

Griffin is a writer for the Windy City Times
in Chicago, where this article first appeared.
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Globus Internatlonal

Affiliating gays and lesbians internationally through : o L il

home-hosting and networking.
ANNIVERSARIES

A very happy anniversary to Diego Sans
and Jon Ivan Weaver, who celebrated 18
years together last weckend.

Sherry Kushner and Karen Elliott cel-
ebrated their second year of sharing a
home together on Feb. 27. Their two dogs

JUEBVGNNE Atlanta Exchange il sl v Ty

Angela Verricchia and Rebecca Hewett
celebrate their one year anniversary
March 11

SoVo publishers Leigh VanderEls and
. . Chris Cash celebrated their 7th anniver-
For more information on: sary on March 6. They celebrated with a

: romantic getaway weekend, and, more
o . ’ 'unportantly,a ‘jubilee” anmvcrsaryntual

Forming Globus Atlanta Chapter, Atlanta’s o e el e e »
tionship afresh. Congratulations and good  It's really late, but happy birthday to
wishes for the next seven years, Chns Jessi McVay.

exciting new cultural exchange

and Lexgh' . . - _
* Home-hosting—June 15-21 BIRTHD AY . FRIENDSHIP
: . On March 1, it was 14 years since Sherry
Rl

are also celebratmg a long ume, lovmg

Contact Jurgen Ahlers at 875-1252

or write
G.L 500R Amsterdam Ave. N.E. Atlanta, GA 30306
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lS:rit'_ 99 am-(é pm AN TIQUES SHOW Directions: Easy Access
at. 9 am-6 pm 1-75/85 to Exit 88
Sun. 10 am-5 pm . FREE PARKING (Between City and Airport),
622-4488 MARCH 11,12 & 13 East to the Lakewood Fairgrounds.

Thousands of Unique Antiques, and Collectible Items.
Admission $4.00-Children Free 2nd Weekend Monthly

Family Partners World Wide, Inc. * 872-6787

Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and jumbo loan
programs for the purchase of a personal residence,

. We,ll do nate $ 1 OO | second home, or investment property.

in your name to Project Open Hand, ,
the AIDS Survival Project (formerly Soniaccice Sl

NAPWA) or to your favorite charity IR
when you finance your new home or Togd Shadey 02005

refinance your existing home through us. M
ORTG’AGE A mortgage service for

omeowners, buyers

UNDERWRITERS, IN C  and real estate agents

Georgia and South Carolina Residential Mortgage Licensee
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The Leathermen Atlanta sponsored a bake sale and giveaway on Feb. 13 as a
Valentine’s Day benefit for Jerusalem House, with the help of The Heretic and
members of Panther L/L. The event raised $1,000, which was donated along with a
food processor for in-house use. Special desserts were taken to the house on
Valentine’s Day for the residents to enjoy. The event was held at The Heretic.
Pictured, from left, are Dale Biggers from The Heretic, Louisa Basarrate from
Jerusalem House, John Hance of The Leathermen and Rob Lee of Panther L/L.

Stonewall seeks 900 to host parties

MARCH 10/1994

Stonewall 25 has announced plans for a
national effort to coordinate 500 dinner party
fundraising events across the country.

The dinner parties are designed to benefit
the Stonewall 25 march, to be held in New
York City on June 26. The Stonewall 500 Club
planners are encouraging host participants to
concentrate their efforts during the month of
March.

“Many people have already volunteered to
host events in a variety of distinctive ways in
towns and cities throughout the country, but
more are needed if we are to meet our goal of
500. The Stonewall 500 Club is a unique av-
enue for people nationwide to get involved in
the planning of Stonewall 25, the largest hu-
man rights march in history,” remarked Susan

Jester, executive administrator of Stonewall
2.

According to Jester, an innovative ap-
proach to each event is important. “Some
people are planning a comfortable night by
the fireplace with friends, others are traveling
from house to house hosting progressive din-
ner parties. We even have a group from Texas
reenacting the Stonewall rebellion in 1969.
Participants have been asked to set the flavor
of the event, the time and place along with
what they feel comfortable asking for dona-
tions. Proceeds go towards the $3 million
needed for the events in New York.”

For information on the Stonewall 500 Club,
contact the event line at (202) 544-7743.

Stonewall 25 volunteers

Stonewall 25-GA, the local organizing
committee for Stonewall 25, is announcing the
kickoff of its volunteer recruitment push.

Tony Leonard, cochair of SW25-GA, said,
“We need people to help in all areas—
fundraising, outreach to different groups and
helping generally to get out the word about
this historic event.”

Anyone interested in volunteering, or con-
tributing funds or services, can contact Stone-
wall 25-GA at (404) 662-6753.

Insurance questions?
Call the experts.

Esquire

Bruce Lunftsford

Complete Insurance Protection
‘Aufo - Home - Commercial
Motorcycle - Life - Health

634-6380

M-F 9AM-6PM, SAT 10AM-2PM
2000 Cheshire Bridge Rd. (next fo Hairanoia)

BWMT mixer

On Thursday, March 10, Black and White
Men Together of Atlanta will host a mixer for
anyone interested in finding out more about
the organization, a social group that seeks to
tear down the barriers of racism, sexism, ho-
mophobia and AIDS/HIV ignorance. The mixer
starts at 8:10 p.m. at 227 Mitchell Street, Stu-

dio 3-B. For more information, call 892-
BWMT.
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[HE TIME AT THE END OF THIS TINE

There is no question “The Time at the End of This Time” is a
heart-wrenching, emotional roller coaster. True, it is a play
without suspense, but then again, because it does deal with the
impact of AIDS on a small town, the end is a foregone conclu-
sion as soon as the play starts.

SAME/OutProud Theatre’s production of the play, while
having its faults, does allow the power of the piece to shine
through. Troy Tradup’s drama, now enjoying its Southeastern
premiers at OutProud prior to a New York run, is a piece that
has to touch whoever sees it. It grips us because it speaks to
our fears—not so much our fears about AIDS as much as our
fears of our families.

“The Time at the End of This Time” is the story of Joshua
Tucker (John Fischer) who goes home to the house in the
small town where he grew up. His parents, Margaret (Graciela
Marin) and Jacob (Jim Braude), welcome him with less-than-
open arms, though his brother Marcus (Harold Skinner) im-
mediately understands what is going on.

Small town denizens—the same the world over—are quick
to speculate about why Joshua has come home so unexpect-
edly. Only his onetime girlfriend, Rebecca (Emily Reily) is
glad to see him back, while his best friend Brian (Mark Tow-
ers) is furious. The high school football coach always thought
Josh was “light in the loafers—or should I say Nikes.” The
town gossips are quick to spread the word that Josh is “sick,”
though they’re led to believe it’s from a bad blood transfusion.
They think this because Josh’s mother is in a major state of
denial. She can’t accept that her son is gay and dying.

But he is.

His late lover, David (Jeffrey Laymon), is always a pres-
ence in Josh’s life, always there with a kind word or a piece of
advice. It is David who helps Josh deal with the frustrations

Jim Braude (left) and John Fischer play a father and son dealing with the specter
of AIDS in OutProud’s “The Time at the End of This Time.”

his family puts forth in confronting the prodigal son.

“The Time at the End of This Time” is an emotionally
charged theatrical piece. There are moments of comfort and
confrontation that rile us, forcing us to remember scenes in
our own lives when our loved ones may have rejected us, or
when we lost a friend or lover to AIDS.

OutProud’s production—featuring a cast of 12 in that very
small space—mostly does justice to the play. Yet it could
have been far better if it had been paced better. Director
Rebecca Ranson’s plodding staging seemed very confined.
Granted, this may have been caused in part by Linda Burgess’
claustrophobic set design, which crammed in six acting areas
into very little space. Still, the play feels very static, as if

" Ransom couldn’t figure out how to keep her large cast moving

in a natural motion.
Fortunately, there are some very strong performances that
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keep the show forging ahead.
John Fischer as Joshua is at the
center of the drama, and he
handles the emotional upheaval
with a moving force and shining
strength. The play rests squarely
on his shoulders, and he carries
the burden well.

Jim Braude as Jacob and
Graciela Marin as Margaret have
the two thankless roles of the
play, yet they do well by them.
Braude underplays his role, yet
he has a powerful scene with Josh
in which he proves he loves his
son no matter what. Marin must
be the villain of the piece, un-
able to accept her son’s impend-
ing death and its cause. She is
steely cold yet understandable.

Emily Reily plays Rebecca,
the girl Josh allegedly left be-
hind (though she always knew
he was gay), with a great deal of
fun, probably handing in the one
lighthearted performance of the
evening. Mark Towers is intense and brooding as Josh’s best
friend, and at the end of the play, his performance is the one
that brings the crowd to its feet. The rest of the cast does a
good job, with Harold Skinner, Jeffrey Laymon and Nick
Danna being standouts.

Usually, one of OutProud’s great strengths is its effective
use of its tiny space in the TULA Arts Center. This time,
however, the confining space works against the drama. If
there were any way this play could be transferred to a larger
venue, it would be enhanced considerably. But that’s just a
quibble with the production, not a major flaw.

And that should not discourage you from seeing “The
Time at the End of This Time.” There’s such a strong play
here, such an emotional moment of theater, it’s worth going to
see. Yes, it will punch you in the gut, but it will uplift you as
well.
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