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The New HRGF

The Human Rights Campaign Fund’s restructuring plan calls

for a grassroots group in every congressional district
and 500,000 members by 1996

by RICHARD SHUMATE

In the wake of recent setbacks for the gay rights
movement—and amid criticism within the community
that national lesbian/gay organizations are weak and
ineffective—the Human Rights Campaign Fund has
decided to broaden its focus and make major changes in
its approach.

Since its founding in 1980, the HRCF has been a
Washington-focused organization that lobbicd Congress
and the White House and provided gay-friendly candi-
dates with campaign money. While the HRCF will
continue with those activities, its recently-released plan
of action also calls for the creation of a grassroots
political force in every congressional district in the
country. And the HRCF also plans to get involved in
fighting local anti-gay/lesbian rights initiatives, as well
as conducting polling and research geared toward de-
veloping messages to build support for gay rights among
the public.

After the defeat on the military ban fight, the HRCF
solicited comments from its 80,000 members, and the
general public, on where the organization should go.
Using those comments as a basis, the HRCF’s leader-
ship spent four months coming up with the plan of
action.

“People were extremely frustrated and didn’t know
how to crack the system,” HRCF executive director
Tim McFeeley told Southern Voice. He said the HRCF
wants its members to have hands-on involvement in the
organization, instead of just sending in money and re-
maining anonymous. The goal is to have 500,000 mem-
bers by the time of the 1996 elections and 1 million

-~

members by the turn of the century.

“[HRCF] was created 13 years ago to serve a clos-
eted community. The community has changed,” he
said. “We now need to empower our people so they can
get out of their political closets.”

McFeeley said the HRCF hopes to have grassroots
groups at the statc and congressional district level in
several targeted states—including Georgia—by the end
of March 1994 and in every congressional district by
the end of 1995. Georgia was targeted because of Cobb
County and Sam Nunn. Most of the other target states
are places where the community is fighting anti-lcs-
bian/gay rights initiatives.

However, the purpose of these local groups—which
together will be called the Federal Advocacy Network
—will primarily be to build political support for na-
tional issues, such as the federal civil rights bill. At
least in the beginning, they will work on an agenda set
by HRCF in Washington, although McFegley says that
eventually, the groups may gain autonomy (o pursue
their local agendas.

“We're just too weak right now. We have to con-
tinue to focus [on federal issues],” he said.

Because the HRCF’s focus remains federal issues,
the plan of action deesn’t call for any push to repeal
sodomy laws or legalize gay marriage. That doesn’t sit
well with one of the HRCF’s most persistent critics,
activist Michael Petrelis.

“I don’t think it’s unreasonable to say they ought to
be looking at these issues,” said Petrelis, one of the

CONTINUES ON PAGE 13
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Women accuse university clinic of discriminating against leshians and singles

Staff’s religious and moral_
beliefs said to be the cause

Seattle, WA—AL least three women have
challenged claims of a University of Washing-
ton infertility clinic that it has never refused
service because of the sexual orientation or
marital status of women seeking the service.

“I was personally refused,” said Dr. Susan
Petcoff, a single obstetrician-gynecologist in
private practice. She said her doctor was told
medical workers had objected because she was
single.

The “Seattle Times” recently obtained a
copy of an internal memo from the clinic say-
ing that some staff members were objecting to
performing advanced fertility services for single
women on religious and moral grounds. The
services include artificial insemination, in-vitro
fertilization and another high-tech procedure.

An advisory commitiee decided that the

clinic must honor university policy prohibiting
discrimination against patients based on sexual
orientation and marital status, among other
things. But after the closed committcc meet-
ing, Dr. Michael Soules, director of the UW
Medical Center’s Fertility & Endocrine Cen-
ter, claimed there had been no problems.in the
past.

“To my knowledge, there has never been
any discrimination against single women or
same-sex parents in the current infertility prac-
tice.” He said -the issue had come up only
recently because two single women requested
in-vitro fertilization, which had never haopened
before.

But the “Times” reported that a former
medical resident at the clinic said she was told
in 1990 by the vice chairman of the department
of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Dr. Leon
Spadoni, that the clinic didn’t do infertility
work on single women because of religious
objections by some staff members.

The woman, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said the clinic shunned single
women throughout her residency, which ended
in 1992, the newspaper reported. “Single
women were not only not given IVF treatment,
they weren’t given artificial insemination,” she
said.

The “Times” said Soules declined to be
interviewed for its story. A spokeswoman said
Soules’ only comment would be a statement
reiterating his previous assertion: “No patients
at UWMC'’s Fertility & Endocrine Center have
been denied care on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion or marital status.”

Audrey Bolyard, a- UW Medical-Center
nurse, said she had a very difficult time with
the clinic five years ago. A single woman, she
requested artificial insemination but was told
by a staff member she couldn’t receive the
service. No medical or other explanation for
the refusal was given her. -

Bolyard, 39, said she eventually was able
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to arrange for a clinic physician to perform the
procedure because she knew the doctor from
working in the hospital’s obstetrics unit.

The Times quoted another person familiar
with the UW program as saying that until the
mid-1980s, the clinic had a policy not to pro-
vide artificial inscmination with donor sperm,
a practice used in other clinics around the coun-
try for decades. The person said “it was gen-
eral knowledge” that Spadoni objected to it on
religious grounds. :

Spadoni said the decision not to use donor
sperm was made not on the basis of moral or
religious objections, bul “because we are a
research institution. We felt there was no in-
formation we could give or derive from devel-
oping a donor program.” In the mid-'80s, the
clinic began using donor sperm.

“It became obvious there was a great necd
for this in the Scattle community, so it was sct
up as a scrvice to patients,” Spadoni said.
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BRUGE ROSE
Age: 41

How long in Atlanta: 2 months
(this time), 2 years before

Relationship Status: Single and
available

Last Book Read: “Like Water for
Chocolate” by Laura Esquirel

Pet Peeve: The terms “straight-
acting” and “straight-appear-
ing”"—and those who use them

Bruce Rose works as a vocational rehabili-
tation program specialist for the federal gov-
emment, a position for which he says he’s
well-suited. Rose has cerebral palsy, a debili-
tating illness that’s been with him since birth.

“Many people with disabilities have gone
into rehab [as a profession],” he says. “And
many of those go into it because of the frustra-
tion of dealing with a disability. I can relate to
someone who is going through the process. I
can empathize with that person, and I can also
call that person on their shit.”

“Sitting across the table from someone who
has, say, a spinal cord injury, I have more
credibility than someone who is temporarily
able-bodied. We are all going to be disabled if
we live long enough,” he adds with a smile.

Sitting in his spacious condominium near
the Lindbergh MARTA station, Rose explains
that having cerebral palsy has shaped his per-
sonality. 3

“It’s an issue that very much colors who I
am, as much as being gay colors who [ am,”
he says. “They’re two parts of my overall
personality.”

. And the two parts of his personality have
many similarities.

' “They’re both minorities,” Rose says. “Gay
nmen, lesbians and people with disabilities do
not share their minority status with their fami-
lies. The child who is black can go home to
sama and papa and talk about it. But what do
you do if you have a disability? Or if you are a
child growing up and becoming aware that
you are gay? It colors the relationships with
our families.”

“So,” he continues, “my friends become
my family.”

Those friends are important to Rose, and
they—and the climate—were a major factor
in his decision to return to Atlanta. Actually,
he says, he always intended to come back—
taking a job in Washington with the federal
government, hoping that some day he would
be transferred back to his adopted home.

~[ like the people better,” he says. “Less
pretention. And the cost of living, and the

climate. I don’t drive a car. I have to be ex-
posed to the elements. Most people don’t think
about that. They just jump in acar and go. It’s
not that easy if you don’t drive.”

Rose grew up in suburban Detroit, attend-
ing the University of Michigan and Wayne
State University. His roots in the Motor City
are still evident.

“I grew up in the 60s and I have a strong
appreciation for Motown music,” he says,
showing off his collection of music. “And I
like jazz—Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughn. I'm
a typical queen, a typical gay man,” he laughs.

“T still like Detroit,” he says of the city
where his parents still live. “But for reasons
that have to do with my disability—climate,
public transportation—I can’t live there.”

Upon returning to Atlanta, his first task
was to find a home.

“It’s funny how I found this place,” he
says. “I have a friend who had gotten married,
and her husband was trying to sell this unit. I
walked in and said this is it. I didn’t even have
to look any more.”

Buying the condo was another experi-
ence—and Rose says he loved it.

“It feels really good [to own a home],” he
says. “I feel like an adult. It’s mine. It’s part of
me. I can make it reflect my personality.”

" He’s doing that, everyday. Creating a home
out of empty rooms, in a city he loves.

“I go into experiences looking for the posi-
tives,” he explains. “We have to go through
this life anyway. So why go through it looking
for the negatives?”

Rose could find any number of negatives,
if he wanted to. But he doesn’t. He fights
injustice where he sees it, and cheers the vic-
tories, of both the leshian/gay community and
the disability community.

“We’re all human beings,” he says. “But
society hasn’t gotten to that point. Perhaps as
society as a whole becomes more accepting of
diversity, there’ll be a greater impact.”
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Sailing toward
the holidays

KARAOKE
Monday thru
Wednesday

Friday — TGIF PARTY
with BUFFET and RETRO
DISCO with BUGHA KNOWS
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THE BEST FREE
BUFFET IN TOWN!
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Our Holiday Shopping Directory to Atlanta Area Businesses

Ansley Beach: Tanning salon serving
Midtown’s gay community for 10
years. Come warm your buns! In
Ansley Mall, 872-7777

Asphalt Flight School: Rollerblade
rentals, sales and lessons. Skaters’ gifts
for all budgets. Free gift wrapping and
delivery. 1395 McLendon Ave., NE,
681-5905

Bernhardt: Atlanta’s finest selection
of furniture, lamps and accesories at
special holiday savings. 1919 Piedmont
Road, 897-1919

Bloomin’ Cookies: Nationally
recognized, locally owned—featuring
cookie “flour” arrangements, fresh
flowers and gourmet food and coffee
baskets with Aurora coffees. 502
Amsterdam Ave., 876-2200

Book Warehouse: Book Warehouse
discounts 250,000+ new books 50%-
90% off every day, donating profits to
cancer research. 3097 Piedmont Rd.,
NE, 237-1038

Brushstrokes: Atlanta’s most
complete line of exclusive T-shirts and
magazines, cards, jewelry, calendars,
magnets, books and accessories. 1510-J
Piedmont Ave., NE, 876-6567

Chapter 11: Full service neighbor-
hood bookstore. Best prices, service and
selection of books, calendar, cards,
magazines. Gift certificates. Ansley
Mall/Emory Commons, 872-7986/325-
1505

Charis Books & More: Feminist
bookstore featuring lesbian/gay books,
jewelry, music, calendars, periodicals,
children’s books and lots more. 419
Moreland Ave., 524-0304

Chef!: From cookbooks to coffee, to
mugs to kitchen toys. A store for people
who love their kitchens. 1046 N.
Highland Ave., 875-CHEF and Galleria
Centre, 951-CHEF

China Cabinet: Discount shopping
with a difference. Framed art,
accessories, brass, silver, crystal, lamps
and more. 3363 Buford Hwy., NE
Plaza, 634-8091

Conventional Travel: A full service
travel agency with agents who know
where the best values are located! 1658
Lavista Rd., 315-0107

Criminal Records: The largest

selection of gay comics in Atlanta.
Where else would you find Dykes to
Watch Out For? 1101 Euclid Ave., 215-
9511

Funny Business: The best shop for
gay/lesbian Christmas cards and
wrapping paper/ribbons. Ansley Mall,
876-3747

Gently Owned: The best in previ-
ously-owned men’s clothing. Versace,
Bass, Oxxford, Poio, etc. 3209 Paces
Ferry Pl., 262-1881

Goodyear Midtown Tire: Tires for
all types of vehicles. We perform top
quality service at reasonable prices. 411
Ponce de Leon, 874-1112

Heavy Duty Design: The best in
quality culinary design kitchenware—
hard to get commercial grade wares.
656 N. Highland Ave., 873-0036

Highland Pet: Now you can get the
best for your pet without leaving the
neighborhood. 1186 N. Highland Ave.,
892-1595

House of Hawley: Atlanta’s newest
unique gift boutique. Affordable, one of
a kind gifts. Purchase receives free pair
of candlesticks. 1830 Piedmont Ave. at
Rock Springs, 892-3177

Hospitality House: Crystal and china
gifts, cards, wrapping paper, ornaments,
potpourri and Xmas goodies. 2359
Peachtree Road (Peachtree Battle
shopping Center), 237-1119

Image Photo: One stop for your
holiday photo cards. Developing,
beautiful frames, photo studio. 985
Monroe Dr. next to Blockbuster, 875-
9334

Intown Crafter: A wonderland of
holiday omaments, lights, ribbon. Also
featuring supplies for creating items for
yourself, your home and for gift giving.
1052 St. Charles Ave., 874-9276

Intown Hardware: From Xmas trees
to powertools, don’t forget your
neighborhood store. 854 N. Highland
Ave., 874-5619

Irish Country: Pure investment grade
antique Country Pine furniture from
Europe. 511 E. Paces Ferry Road, 261-
7924 -

Joseph Konrad: Fine 19th Century
antiques from England and the

Continent, since 1950. 693 Miami
Circle, 261-3224

Junkman’s Daughter: Over 100
styles of Dr. Martens boots, new and
vintage clothing and much more. 1130
Euclid Ave., 577-3188

Let the Music Play: Specializing in
dance music, 12" vinyl, imports, special
order and hard to find house. Next to
Lefont Tara, 321-7746

Maddix Deluxe: Flowers, chocolates,
cards, gifts, art books, romantic dreams
and more. 1034 N. Highland Ave., 892-
9337

Maxwell’s: A collection of unique
cards, gifts and collectibles from around
the world. 1715 Howell Mill Rd.,
Howell Mill Square, 351-3931

McPeabody’s Antiques: Fine
antiques and collectibles at auction
prices. Friday, December 10, 7:00 PM.
Preview at 5 PM. 2115 Piedmont Rd.,
NE, 794-4936

Natural Body: From oils to soaps to
beauty products. A gift basket for your
most “favorite” neighborhood spa. 1403
N. Highland Ave., 876-9642

Nature’s Art: A great selection of
minerals, crystals, fossils, jewelry and
fun gifts. 1025 Virginia Ave. @ N.
Highland, 892-4664

Outwrite Books: Atlanta’s best
selection of gay and lesbian literature.
Then relax over coffee and dessert. 931
Monroe Drive, NE, 607-0082

Paper Parlour: The everything you
ever wanted in a paper, party, gift,
special event and holiday store! 3363
Buford Highway, NE Plaza, 728-0100

Pendleton Jewelers: You don’t have
to go to Lenox for the best in crystal,
china or jewelry. Ansley Mall, 607-
8448

Plant Plant: Where Holiday magic is
really an art. Trees, wreaths, omaments,
etc. 500 Lindberg Drive, 237-5504

Porter’s: Contemporary men’s
clothing in the heart of Virginia
Highland. 994 Virginia Ave., 874-7834

Poster Hut: The Poster Hut experi-
ence is an awakening to the latest in
contemporary cards, gifts and fashion.
2175 Cheshire Bridge Rd., 633-7491

Pride of Dixie: The most unusual in
holiday cards can be found Dec. 17-19.
Antiques and more. 1700 Jeurgens
Court (North Atlanta Trade Center),
279-9853

Princess Pamela’s: A unique gift
shop with stickers, tags, T-shirts, art
prints, candles and more! 1141 Euclid
Ave., 222-9514

Robley Hats: From the ridiculous to
the sublime, headware from Dr. Seuss
to Garbo, to Bogart. Lenox Square,
365-9636

Salvage Depot: You'll never know
what you’ll find! 975 Chattahoochee
Ave., 355-6811

Shelton’s Florist: Gay-owned/
operated in Emory Village. When only
the best and most unique will do. 1573
N. Decatur Road (Emory Village), 378-
3900

Stefan’s: A vintage clothing store
specializing in men’s and women’s
fashions and accessories from a bygone
era. 1160 Euclid Ave., 688-4929

Trips Unlimited: Give that special
person a getaway trip—for two. Your
Virginia Highland agency. 1004 N.
Highland Ave., 872-8747

Ward'’s Nursery: Your local
independent gardening store with a
personal touch. Think of us for your
Christmas Tree! 4961 Peachtree Ind.,
458-3224
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IF SANTA HAD IN-LINES,
THE REINDEER,COULD TAKE A HOLIDAY!

Come try America’s fastest growing sports at one of Atlanta’s best speciality shops.
We have great gift ideas starting at just $6.00 and just to make
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Atlanta, GA 30307
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it easy we offer

gift certificates and layaways.
Free gifts come with skate purchases and we make deliveries.
Gift wrapping? No problem!
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Present this
ad for a
0% discount
on all gay and
lesbian books.

(expires 12/19/93
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* Prices so low,
you'd think we were
going bankrupt
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