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Morehouse students harass gay speakers

New organizatibn for black gays and lesbians asks school to work on homophobia

The Coalition of African Descent (CAD), a new
umbrella association for twenty-five African American
lesbian and gay groups, is calling on Morehouse Col-
lege to address the issue of homophobia on its campus.
In a press conference March 29, the coalition demanded
that the administration of the all-male historically black
school investigate several incidents where gay guest
speakers were harassed by students.

Members of CAD are angered at the anti-gay com-
ments and verbal threats directed toward lesbian and
gay panelists at three campus seminars held between
October and February. The seminars, sponsored by the
college’s peer counselling program, were intended to be
a forum for the discussion of AIDS and homophobia in
the African American community. Instead, say the pan-
elists, they became a forum for gay bashing.

“There was hostility from the start of the seminar.
Students were rowdy and shouted vulgarities and ob-
scenities,” said Faybell Ma-Hee, a black lesbian who
was invited to participate in a seminar on February 11.
“I was threatened and verbally assaulted.” -

Ma-Hee was called an “evil dyke” by a student who
hoped she would “burn in hell.” Another angrily warned
he would be waiting for her outside after the seminar.

“T left feeling unnerved, feeling threatened, feeling
very scared,” said Ma-Hee,

“We are deeply troubled.by the fact that ‘such de-
plorable behavior was displayed by students at
Morehouse College;” said Joan Gamner, co-chair of CAD.
“We feel that as an institution that is responsible for
educating our future leaders, Morehouse must uphold
the standard of faimess and ethical treatment for all
members of the African-American community.”

Hostile behavior against gay people is not limited to
the students according to CAD. Jafari Allen, a Morehouse
student and CAD member, says he was confronted by
anti-gay remarks made by one of his professors last
semester. Dr. Anna Grant, chairperson of the sociology
department, described AIDS and the alienation from
family and community as penalties homosexuals must
face for “going against the natural order,” according to
Allen.

Joan Garner of the Coalition of African Descent.

In addition to the investigation, CAD is also de-
manding a public apology; a meeting with Morehouse
President Dr. LeRoy Keith; the official sanctioning of
a support organization for gay students; and sensitivity
training for faculty, staff, and students.

Members of the coalition note that Martin Luther
King, Jr. was a student at Morehouse. They are hoping
that the imstitution will follow the civil rights leader’s
tradition of opposing all types of discrimination,

“Dr. King said, ‘If all aren’t free, none are free,”
said Maurice Franklin, co-chair of CAD. “I wouldn’t

think that Morehouse would want to stand in contra- -

diction to that thought.”

CAD is a one month-old association formed to
“address the social, political and economic concemns of
African American lesbians and gays in the Atlanta
metropolitan area.” The group is organizing several
outreach programs to address homophobia within the
African American community.

CRAIG PATE
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Now, finding the right friend
or lover is a matter of choice.

TRY GAY PORTFOLIO DATELINE.
A NEW WAY TO MEET GAY MEN AND LESBIAN WOMEN.

1-800-729-6006.

It's easy! Call toll-free 1-800-729-6006 to:

* Record a description of yourself to be used as an ad for the Gay Portfolio Dateline...
a voice mail dating service.

* Call twice a week to check if there are messages in your personal voice mailbox.

Once you call Gay Portfolio Dateline, you will be given exact
instructions on how to contact other members and how they can
reach you, too. It's a safe and discreet way to meet gay men and

lesbian women.

\ ADDED BONUS! i i
""" « Receive a special ““Portfolio Album’’ containing photos of gay men or lesbian
women that you can contact. It’s a great introduction to the person you want
to meet. To get your album, you must send in a 3", X 5 photo of yourself

and fill out the form below.

Mail to:
Name Portfolio International

1657 The Fairway Suite 138
Address > Jenkintown, PA 19046

By forwarding your photo to
Portfolio International, you give
us permission to use your photo
and it becomes sole property of
Portfolio International.

City State Zip

Signature
My signature will certify that I am 18 years of age or older.

How are you managing?. .
We Can help. Stadtlanders™ pharmacy empowers you to live life to

the fullest. How? By making it easier to get your
medications. We offer free express delivery and we handle your insurance
paperwork. We also protect your confidentiality by shipping according to your
instructions. Plus, we bill your insurance company directly and don’t require
payment up front, which reduces your out-of-pocket expenses. And we do it all to
help you manage better. Call us for more information and be sure to mention this
publication. Then, once you’re enrolled} we’ll donate $25 to the not-for-profit
AIDS organization of your choice. Call 1-800-238-7828.

S

Copyright 1993 Stadtlander Drug Co., Inc. *To be eligible, a patient must meet certain qualified insurance requirements. Donation offer for new patients expires 6/1/93.






















Florida's gay and leshian activists nit

Orlando, FL—Grass roots politics took cen-
ter stage at a rowdy summit of more than 175
lesbian and gay rights activists from across
Florida on March 27. The meeting gave rise to
a new statewide organization that will counter
efforts by conservative groups to place anti-gay
legislative measures proposed for the state’s
November 1994 general ballot.

Tempers often flared during the eight-hour
session, as representatives lined pews in the
sanctuary of Joy Metropolitan Community
Church in South Orlando. About half of the
participants were from South Florida and 25
percent from Tampa/St. Petersburg. The remain-
ing delegates were largely from Gainesville,
Tallahassee, Orlando, Sarasota and Jackson-
ville.

The gathering was sparked by concerns over
statewide anti-gay legislative measures proposed
by the Tampa-based American Family Asso-
ciation of Florida and the Palm Beach group
Christian Action Council. If approved by refer-
endum, the measures would effectively ban pro-
tection from discrimination due to sexual orien-
tation. :

The American Family Association, led by
David Caton, successfully fought for the repeal
of a Tampa gay and lesbian rights ordinance
last fall.

The informal delegates to the conference
were greeted by a hastily-drawn sign at the
entrance to the sanctuary reading “Check your
egos by the door.” Throughout the day, partici-
pants split into focus groups to develop propos-
als that were brought back for discussion and
voting.

A group that called for a mission statement
to seek gay and lesbian rights “by any means
necessary” drew cheers, but the gathering settled
on a more cautious proposal to promote “an
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environment where people of all sexual orien-
tations can live free from fear and discrimina-
tion.”

Keith Roberts, representing the legal affairs
committee of the Tampa-based Human Rights
Task Force, provoked an outburst of applause—
but not a majority vote—with his carefully pre-
sented argument for a pro-gay counter-amend-
ment to “frame the issue in our own terms.”
The proposal was put off for further study.

After lunch, pop music performer Lynn
Kramer made a guest appearance, leading the
group in a heartfelt rendition of her anthem for
the March on Washington, *“Together, Proud
and Strong.” The group rose to their feet, buoyed
by the lyrics “They’ve tried to deny us / It has
served to unite us / We have the right to be

During the afternoon, unity was not found
without struggle as special interests provoked
ideological confrontations.

Only a handful of participants could be
swayed to incorporate transgender issues in the
new organization’s structure. South Florida at-
torney Alan Terl waved a March on Washing-
ton advisory board list including such groups as
The National Leather Association, saying
“These groups wanted their day in spotlight at
the March...But they are of little use to us in
this effort.”

Diane Wilkinson, a Clearwater member of
the National Organization for Women, argued
that NOW’s 20 years of experience in grass
roots organizing has shown that it’s not effec-
tive to keep minority membership in the closet.

“There are a lot of talented and professional
people back in our hometowns,” she said. “A
lot of those people are women and a lot of those
people are black. I don’t think we can afford to
leave anyone out.”
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A focus group plans ways to fight anti-gay amendments during a statewide summit of
175 gay and leshian activists in Orlando, Florida on March 27.

By the end of the day the group had written
the outline for the new statewide organization,
which will serve as an umbrella for existing
gay rights organizations while also allowing for
individual memberships. Following regional
elections, the new group’s steering committee
will meet in Orlando on May 8 to elect an
executive committee and develop strategies.

Todd Simmons, the president of Tampa’s
HRTF and a planner of the meeting, downplayed
the sometimes fractious tone of the session.

“We knew that if we came in with a set
agenda that there would be a rebellion much
greater than if we had a spirited discussion,” he
said. “When you involve people in the process

you empower them.”

The first statewide meeting of gay activists
in Florida took place in 1976 at the University
of Central Florida in Orlando and led to the
creation of a group now called the Florida Task
Force. That group held annual conventions un-
til 1983 and is today based in Tallahassee.

“It’s the same kind of energy and excite-
ment,” said John Grannan, one of the 100 activ-
ists who participated in the 1976 summit who
also came to the new session. “The faces have
changed but the characters are the same. I'm
just glad I'm still around to participate in this

£1)
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Atlanta’s Favorite Cars,

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30308 -

Pedestals e Table Bases
Brackets e Window Treatments
Over Doors
Urns e Statuary

Now Serving the Wholesale Buyer

43 Hawthorne Plaza
Mableton, GA 30059-3109

(404) 941-5743

We create gift baskets for'any occasion.
Fresh European breads and pastries daily.
Imported cheeses, coffee, olive oils, and pastas.
Only the finest patés & smoked meats.

Voted 1992 “Best Paté Selection” by Atlanta Magazine.

404-872-1760

Atlanta’s Favorite Dealerships.

.

Nissa.n, Infiniti, Mitsubishi, Saab,
Lincoln-Mercury and Jaguar, They’re

among the best cars in the world.
Troncalli is proud to offer

these fine automobiles,

and proud to back
them up with a

sales and

THE MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE GS

service team to
match. Come to any of

our seven dealerships and let our
friendly staff of professionals help
THE INFINITI G20 LUXURY SPORT COUPE you make your next new car purchase.
TRONCALLI NISSAN TRONCALLI SAAB/DECATUR
1625 Church Street ® Decatur ® 292-3853 1625 Church Street ® Decatur ® 299-9760
TRONCALLI INFINITI TRONCALLI SAAB/ROSWELL
1625 Church Street ® Decatur ® 292-6930 11507 Alpharetta Hwy. ¢ Roswell ® 475-0030
TRONCALLI MITSUBISHI TRONCALLI LINCOLN-MERCURY

1580 Church Street ® Decatur ® 294-0040 11507 Alpharetta Hwy. ® Roswell ® 475-0030
TRONCALLI JAGUAR
11507 Alpharetta Hwy. ® Roswell ® 475-0030
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shape.

If you have been promising yourself
that you would make an effort to get into
shape this year, here’s your opportunity.
Front Runners and Walkers of Atlanta not
only gives you a chance to improve your
health, but your social life as well. Sweat-
ing with all those cute, sexy men in skimpy
tight running shorts. As Blaine and
Antoine would say, “Loved it!” Not to
. mention those toned female physiques
prancing through the park.

Formed only two years ago, Front Run-
ners boasts 75 active members. The club
meets every Wednesday evening and Sat-
urday moming year-round for runs. The
group gathers at the Piedmont Park park-
ing lot twice a week. While members
stretch and prepare their bodies for the
exercise ahead, talk among the crew ranges
from information about upcoming races
to jokes about the size of various parts of
one’s anatomy. A circle is formed to de-
cide which course to take and to introduce
the members. The runners take a lap
around the park and then head into one of
the surrounding neighborhoods.

The group runs between four and six
miles, with each person running or walk-
ing at his or her own pace. Members
stream back into the park as they com-
plete the chosen course and take time to
cool down. Following each run the group
heads to anearby restaurant for some chow
to replace some of the fuel they just spent.
Eating and socializing are just as impor-
tant to this bunch as the exercise.

In addition to the bi-weekly runs, sev-
eral social gatherings are planned through-
out the year. Members of the group get
together to take hikes, play softball and
hold BBQ’s. Many see their involvement
in the organization as an alternative to the
“bar scene.”

*“Our group gives gay people an outlet
to socialize other than the bars,” says Jim
Kane, Front Runner President. “The com-
mon interest in health provides a begin-
ning foundation for friendship.”
Experience and intensity within the

SOUTHERN VOICE
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Front Runners, pictured here at Atlanta Pride 91, offers more than justa way to stay in

group range from beginners to “hard-core”
runners who compete in races every week-
end. The average for the club is about
four miles three times per week, and most
of the members compete in races through-
out the year.

About seven of the club members are
walkers. “It’s a good form of exercise and
is less injury prone than running,” says
Doug, who walks about four times a week.
The group hopes to attract more fitness

‘and race walkers.

Front Runners is also interested in get-
ting more women involved with the club.
While about ten percent of the members
are lesbians, there has not been a consis-
tent participation by women at the weekly
runs.

“One of the things that I have been

dissatisfied with is the low number of -

women in the club,” says Kane. “We
would like to get a group of women to
start running with us on a regular basis.”

Kane hopes to accomplish this goal by
promoting the club more in the lesbian
community, reorganizing the
organization’s leadership to include a
women’s coordinator and inviting speak-
ers to discuss topics on women’s health
issues.

In June, the club will host the Third
Annual Gay and Lesbian Pride Day Run/
Walk on Saturday, June 26 in Grant Park.
Participation for 1992 race was double
that of the previous year and organizers
hope to do the same in 1993. The group is
expecting more than 800 runners and
walkers to participate in the event that
benefits Project Open Hand. Southern
Voice is the sponsor of the Run. Watch
this paper for applications.

i CRAIG PATE

Front Runners and Walkers of Atlanta
meets Wednesday evenings at 6:30 and
Saturday mornings at 9:00 in the parking
lot at Piedmont Park. For more informa-
tion about the club call 621-5007.
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APARTMENT
HUNTING?

STOP HERE.
IT'S FREE.

Looking for the perfect apartment to call home
zs tough work and a big bassle.

24 Hours a day, every day.
404.842.0042 800.950.MOVE

This year over 15,000 people will call us to make finding
a bome easy. Listen to what the experts said about us in recent
articles...Atlanta Journal Constitution—*one stop apartment
shopping”...Creative Loafing—"“makes finding the right
apartment hassle free.”

Imagine calling one source with all the inside scoop.
We make it easy. Just tell us exactly what you want
and our computer will match you up with every
apartment and townhouse that fits your criteria.
Then we will provide you with a glossy color

photograph, over 100 items of standardized ~
information, floorplans and custom maps on each
property. Make your search easy...stop once, see it all.

ALL AT NO CHARGE TO YOU.

Call the team of young professionals who are
revolutionizing the way people find rental housing.

Colorado!

The HATE State

Support Us in Colorado!
1-800-951-3325
Order this green & white replica of the
Colorado license plate on a high-quality 100%
cotton T-shirt. Call our toll-free number or
send $17 (plus $3 shipping) to: ]
' QueerThings, Inc. fa
2525 Arapahoe #E4-101, Boulder, CO 80302 .«

Call for our full-color brochure! We acccpt_t
VISA, MasterCard, and American Express: 7
All proceeds benefit QueerThings. Inc.. a not-

for-profit corporation working to secure equal
rights for Gays and Lesbians in Colorado

Run!

Don’t

Hop

llto &
IHAIRANOIA

AP

[ 3

$2.00 off Haircut -

Reg. $18.00

$3.00 of all Chemicails

(exp. 4/22/93)

Walk-ins Welcome!
321-5775 2000 CesHire BRIDGE RD.
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GAY THEATRE

J [ [ [ “ [v Tom Hewitt’s agent was a little

nervous about his playing a gay man in the off-Broadway
play ‘“Jeffrey.” But Hewitt wasn’t.

“I don’t think in this day and age that I’ll be typecast as
the gay character,” he says. “Hell! ‘Falsettos’ is on Broad-
way and is full of homos! I presume they’ll still be acting
when ‘Falsettos’ is long gone.”

Born and raised in Montana—"“Yeah, go figure!”—he
attended the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee—"The
cultural hub of America!” He was spotted at a nationwide
audition by Washington, D.C.’s Arena Stage scouts and
signed as a company member straight out of college.

After playing 20 different roles at the Arena Stage, Hewitt
made the big move to the Great Off-White Way, he quickly
snapped up the lead role in “Beau Jest” securing himself his

 first long running commercial success and an Outer Circle
Award nomination. “I’m extremely fortunate,” Hewitt says.
“It’s pretty rare and unusual to hit such good timing.”

Now he’s in “Jeffrey,” which gamered enthusiastic re-
views at the WPA Theatre and moved to the larger Minetta
Lane Theatre to accommodate the demand for tickets. All
signs look promising that “Jeffrey” will be another big suc-
cess for Hewitt.

“Jeffrey” is about gay men confronting the AIDS epi-
demic in 1990s New York City. Unlike Larry Kramer’s play
“The Normal Heart” and “The Destiny of Me,” “Jeffrey” is
not a polemic. As Hewitt put it, “This stylized production
will really blow people’s minds. “Jeffrey’s™ success is a
testimony to the fact that we need to see something else. The
Kramer plays are doing their job in raising people’s political
consciousness about AIDS. And it’s time to move on. We
can’t just go on being angry and scared.”

Hewitt has a lot to say about contemporary theatre, AIDS
and especially his latest project, “Jeffrey,” from which he
had just returned after a grueling pre-opening night final
rehearsal.

MC: What are you doing home so early? It’s only 9:30.

TH: We’ve been in previews since Saturday, we’ve been
getting out early. Tomorrow is the official opening. I don’t
know what that means. I guess it’s the night we have the
opening party.

MC: Who is playing Jeffrey?

TH: John Michael Higgins. He’s also from the D.C.
area. He and I did “Beau Jest” together in New York for like
14 months. We were rival suitors for the girl. (Laughs) So,
for this play, we just got rid of the girl!

MC: I see. That’s an interesting way of putting it.

TH: So our jaws are agape. We can’t believe we’re
acting together again, and playing boyfriends. And kissing
each other full on the mouth.

MC: And how is that going?

TH: Well, I'm loving it, he’s a fabulous kisser. That’s
for the record. He’s a damn fine kisser. Fine set o’chops on
that boy.

MC: Does he feel similarly?

TH: I like to think so. I come from Montana and I think I
bring that Jethro Bodine quality 8 the stage that’s so appeal-
ing. But I digress.

MC: What is “Jeffrey” about?

TH: It’s hard to describe and make it sound as good as it
is. It’s about a man who for various reasons—because of the
Plague over the past 10 years and because of the ridiculous-
ness and frustration of negotiating the sex act—has decided
to stop having sex. The play takes the position that that’s a
very bad idea. Early on in the play, he meets a man who
could possibly be the man of his dreams, yours truly, and
that sets the wheel spinning and he’s made off-balance and
confused. The audience then finds out that my character is
HIV-positive, which throws another wrench in the works.
It’s about gay New York in the 1990s. This is way-gay New
York, where Memorial Services have become social events.
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“Jeffrey,” an uproarious comedy playing off B

roadway at The Minetta Lane Theatre, is about a New York bartender

who vows to give up sex and then meets a bartender who may just be the man of his dreams. Tom Hewitt (left) and

John Michael Higgins (seated) star as the lovers.

That’s really fucking scary. I’m not sure how that’ll translate
outside of New York. ‘

MC: Or to a straight audience.

TH: It is about gay men in New York, but I’ll tell you,
since we’ve been at the Minetta Lane Theatre, I would say
three-quarters of our audiences have been average folks off
the street. At the WPA Theatre, it was a largely gay audi-
ence. Now the demographics have broadened considerably
and it’s as well, if not better, received.

MC: It’s also very sold out. It was hell just trying to get
critic’s seats. :

TH: They’re really packing them in. So far they’re only
selling tickets through April. And they’re making sure that’s
full. If that run sells out, they’ll extend again in May.

MC: What is it about this play that works?

TH: One of the things that atiracted me to it was my
curiosity about whether it would work. I thought it was (a)
dangerous territory and (b) quite possibly might not be funny.
When Rudnick drops a bomb like having the love interest be
HIV-positive and having another character who dies from

- AIDS, then I was left thinking, “Whoa, is this trying to be

two plays at the same time?”

MC: Some critics have suggested that [playwright] Paul
Rudnick is suggesting that AIDS is still a gay thing.

TH: No, no, not at all. It’s still our lives, these are our
lives. We still get to live. Being gay is a- wonderful and fun
thing. Being gay is a blast, you know, being alive is a blast.
So don’t let AIDS win. We as gay people can fight the
disease with irony, adjectives and eyebrows. What makes us
a strong community is our sense of humor. If we lose that,
then the disease wins.

MC: How do you feel about that message? Can you
speak to that as a gay or HIV-positive man?

TH: I’'m a gay man.

MC: While we’re on the subject is there anything about
your personal life I shouldn’t reveal?

TH: Well, I don’t want you to leave anything out. It’s
OK to say that I’'m a homo. (Laughs) I choose not to broad-
cast my sexuality, but I do a pretty good heterosexual. That’s

a good skill to have. You do a lot of heterosexual parts in
this business.

MC: So when you speak of this play’s purpose, do you
speak as a gay man or as an actor involved in a successful
off-Broadway show for publicity purposes?

TH: I try to keep my politics and personal beliefs out
when I choose to do plays. That’s dangerous territory, if you
choose to only act in plays that support a certain political or
social agenda.

MC: Is this Poing to be one of those “You’ll laugh,
you’ll cry” plays?

TH: Oh yeah, (with thick New York accent) “You’ll
laff, you’ll cry, it’ll become a pwat uh ya.” It’s very touch-
ing, really.

MC: Why? Because we’re dealing with death?

TH: No. Love. You see this play is life-positive and sex-
positive. And that is very touching and uplifting.

MC: And you feel it’s working for' the HIV-negative
and straight people as well?

TH: I haven’t seen too many seats flap up and people
storming for the door. I think New Yorkers may be a little
more generous than your average American audience and
also the press on this show has been so extensive that people
know what they’re getting themselves into before they walk
in the door.

Even so, it is overtly sexual and in your face. There’s no
frontal nudity or anything like that. The play starts out in a
giant bed where two men are essentially fucking, well, I
won’t give the rest of that away. There’s a scene in a mas-
turbation club. And then there’s another scene where Jeffrey
has imaginary phone sex that his parents initiate. It’s just
outrageous.

MC: So this isn’t just a “Sister Act” commercial com-
edy retread for Rudnick? (Rudnick wrote the original screen-
play for “Sister Act” as a vehicle for Bette Midler, but had
his name removed from the credits after extensive rewrites).

TH: (Laughs) Yeah. No, I don’t think Paramount is
gonna be buying this one any time soon.

MATTHEW CIBELLIS
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EMPATHY

A Novel

Sarah Schulman

‘A genuine pleasure....Nobody
describes countercultural

New York more convincingly —
or more endearingly.”

— Entertainment Weekly
Dutton $18.00 0-525-93521-5

NATIVE

A Novel

William Henderson

“William Henderson is quite
simply the best young writer |
know in America right now.”
— Edmund White

Dutton $20.00 0-525-93574-6

DANCING ON THE MOON
Short Stories About AIDS
Jameson Currier

“Cool, clear, and chilling. An
excellent collection of stories on
a single devastating theme.”

— Joy Williams, author of Escapes
Viking $20.00 0-670-84656-2
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Linda Vaughn—AFWC will not he
the same without her

Scene: a Sunday afternoon four weeks
before the Atlanta Feminist Women’s Cho-
rus’ spring concert. Chorus members talk
and laugh, jostle and shift, trying to make
room for 100 bodies on five risers. Linda
Vaughn’s voice can be heard above the
babble: “All right, everybody, let’s get
started!” She strikes a note; and whispers
subside as rehearsal begins.

Linda listens hard, grimacing painfully,
pointing upward as if she could personally
lift all 100 voices up that agonizing half-
step onto the right one. “Let’s do that again,
this time in tune.”

Another scene: on the risers in Cincin-
nati in 1991, called “the concert from hell”

FAG HAG

A Novel

Robert Rodi

“Scathing satire...a side-splitting
commentary on the bond
between gay men and straight
women.”

—Genre

Plume $10.00 0-452-26940-7

ALMOST HISTORY

2 A Novel
Christopher Bram

“| enjoy reading Christopher
Bram enormously and
Almost History is his

most considerable
achievement yet.”

; —Larry Kramer
Plume $12.00 0-452-26966-0

THE UNCLE FROM ROME
A Novel
Joseph Caldwell

“Caldwell’'s Naples comes alive.”

— The Advocate
“Impressive....A dazzling

tour de force.”

—Los Angeles Times

Penguin $10.00 0-14-015707-7

PAGAN BABIES

A Novel

Greg Johnson

“Greg Johnson writes with
uncommon clarity and beauty
about the many faces of love.”
—Anne Rivers Siddons,
author of Outer Banks

Dutton $20.00 0-525-93560-6
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FROM ROME

At bookstores now,

or to order with MasterCard
or Visa, call 1-800-253-6476.

because of the hours-long wait while the
sound crew frantically tried to fix malfunc-
tioning equipment. We stand awkwardly,
facing a restless, unfamiliar audience. Linda
smiles a little painted-on smile and does a
few tapdance steps. After an hour’s wait,
we finally get to sing again; when we fin-
ish without mishap, Linda bows to us and
mouths fervently, “Thank you. Thank God
for you.”

There are women in the chorus who
would kill for Linda Vaughn. Some would
occasionally like to wring her neck. Some-
times they are the same people.

When Linda Vaughn leaves the At-
lanta Feminist Women’s Chorus after this
season, the chorus will not be the same.
AFWC will continue with its new director,
but it will have gone through an important
rite of passage—separation from its mother.

To AFWC, Linda has been mother and
martinet, co-conspirator and role model,
antagonist and buddy. She has inspired,

irritated, entertained, frustrated, and

charmed. She has helped create a commu-
nity that provides camaraderie and sup-
port, family and nurturance, that has given
the women’s community of Atlanta im-
ages of our lives and dreams—and rattling
good shows as well. She will be hard to
replace.

The first thing anyone says about Linda
Vaughn is that she is a woman of excep-
tional musical talent and ability. “She is
one of the most talented musicians I have
ever run into,” asserts AFWC’s assistant
director, Lauren Kelley. “Her rhythmic

sense is excellent, and so is her ability to |

improvise. She drives us beyond what we
think we can do, and that’s what you need—
someone who has the vision to do that.
People don’t realize how much she has
done. I respect her immensely.”

Linda’s perfectionism is legendary. Yet
chorus members also recall Linda as giv-
ing them encouragement to develop their
talents. Leigh McClelland, who now sings
professionally, says, “Linda gave me a start-
ing point and support for performing and a
safe place to do it in.” Lenny Lasater re-
members, “I was paralyzed by performance
anxiety. I hadn’t performed for 13 years—
I never thought I'd do it again. Linda
Vaughn is one of the toughest people to
audition for. She is honest—she won’t
coddle you. So to hear that I'm doing a
good job from someone like that is very
positive. Being in a loving, accepting situ-
ation like AFWC rekindled that lost desire
to perform. I owe an enormous debt to
AFWC and Linda.”

AFWC'’s audiences have delighted in
Linda’s sense of show-womanship. “She’s
always looking for a show-stopper,” laughs
Shirley' Chancey, recalling one of the few
times Linda sang in a show—crooning “It
Had To Be You” to a six-week-old Sheltie.

AFWC members have wom lion tails
for “The Lion Sleeps Tonight,” nuns’ hab-
its for “Sisters,” and bechive hairdos for
“Love Shack.” A tradition is each concert’s
“encore”—an all-out production number
with dancing, costumes, and special ef-
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thick, hunky body, honest, well-grounded,
successful, energetic, oral and sexually-
charged. Wicket kisser. Seeks guys who
are honest, well-balanced, have aspira-
tions and energy. Turn-ons, thick, hunky
men with a little meat on them, Italians,
dark hair. T 1309

GWM, 5’8", 160#, retired senior, healthy,
financially responsible, seeks male 25-40
for daytime relationship. B 1307

Couples—Masculine, clean-cut GWM 33
physically fit, healthy, seeks similar 20s
& 30s who occasionally enjoy the com-
pany of another. @ 1260

sks collegiate/professional type, 22-42,
with ticklish feet for hot tickle sessions.
“Bottoms” only. Sane, sensual, safe fun.
Live in Birmingham but can travel. T
1241

GWM, 54, 5’10", 165, healthy, mature,
romantic, secure professional seeks qual-
ity, slender GBM, age unimportant, for
friendship, perhaps relationship. T 1242

Adolescent Florida Executive, 6 ft., 170
lbs. Blond. ISO spontaneous, artsy,
skinny, young companion for dinner, ro-
mance here, sailing, diving, vacations
there. T 1240

BM 35, 5’8", 155 Ibs, healthy, trim, ver-
satile, well endowed, masculine seeks GM
with same qualities. No fems. T 1257

Homy, hairy, hung GWM, 23, 165 lbs.
NEEDS a daddy to spank him. “Chris”
T 1261

Masc GWM 32 Frech Active seeks horny
young MEN, looks unimportant (18-25)
Pref smooth, young-looking. Let me wor-
ship you. & 1255

GBM, 25, sexy, versatile, endowed, seeks
brother w/similar qualities and w/sincere
interest in developing friendship into
more. No fems. T 1238

WM, 32, 5’10", 155#, F/A, loner type
seeks fellow non-fam WM Southerner 30-
50 wanting possible one-on-one relation-
ship. T 1237

BM seeks masculine BM to become ?
buddies. B 1236

Tall, dark, sexy, hairy black male, 28.
Seeks honest, sincere, muscled, affection-
ate Bi/GM Top Man for mutual friend-
ship / more. T 1251

Intelligent GWM seeks same for lunch-
time companion or friend. Perimeter mall
area, early / mid-afternoon, Monday thru
Friday. T 1248.

GWM, 35. TEDDYBEAR, 5°10", 275
1b.+ seeks hunk w/mind, for conversation
and adventurous safe sex. Call voice box—
let’s talk! T 1250.

GWM, tall, smooth, slim — would like to
meet aggressive, hairy, stocky, mascu-
line man — 40 to 50. Bald a plus. I'm
HIV+, healthy, friendly, good looking.
™ 1246

. Good looking GWM, 6°1", 190, success-

ful, secure, romantic top seeks relation-
ship oriented cute bottom, 28-38. T 1234

GBM, tall, athletic, professional, discreet,
youthful 33, masculine, seeks sexy simi-
lar for friendship, fun, mutual enrichment.
= 1120

GWM, 32, 5797, 142 lbs. Professional,
handsome, seeks same. T 1125

Responsible, stable, mature, romantic
WM - masculine, 40s, professional. Great
mentor. Seeks quality friendship with nov-
ice / curious WM 18-25. Discretion As-
sured. B 1115

white professional wants agressive French
active companion. Affectionate man for
hungry partner. Let’s start something! T
1119

MB 25, 6', 170 Ibs, new to town seeks
other males 21-35 for friendship. Inter-
ested? Leave msg. T 1112

Latino GWM, 24, €', sincere, good per-
sonality, seeks secure male for friend-
ship—possible relationship, race unim-
portant. Healthy, no fems please. T 1108

GWM, 35, 6, 165, versatile, seeks single
masculine hairy GWM over 6' for friend-
ship & poss. relationship. No head games.
a 1110

GWM, 29, seeks honest, caring GBM (21-
40) Prince Charming. I want my happily
ever after. @ 1111

GWM, 50; sks younger, mature, mascu-
line, non-smoking GWM/GAM who ap-
preciates companionship of older gentle-

.man for possible relationship. B 1103

Submissive, GWM 48, eager, willing,
ready to serve. Seeks aggressive, strict,
well built, top, dominant with small fist.
Call soon!! T 1104

WM, 34, attractive, well built, mascu-
line, with strong intellectual curiosity
seeks that same combination in someone
else, 27-38. @ 1107

Novice GWM Slave Boy, short, cute, lean,
muscular, hairy, 35. Seeks light training
from Muscular Daddy, GWM, HIV-,
smoke/drug free. @ 1105

WM, masculine, 6’3", 185 lbs., 43, HIV-
, closeted, seeks only similar, masculine,
HIV-, hung, WM for private regular mu-
tual satisfaction. T 1098

BM,.30’s masculine, endowed, versatile,
trim, sks same Hispanic or BM. & 1116

Homy GWM, 30, 5’4", wants to do heli-
copter spins on your face! Love hot let-
ters / photos / videos. Call-leave address
™ 1243

Single woman secks GM for marriage of
mutual convenience. T 1244

Gdlkg GWM, 32, rdsh br./gr., clean-
shaven, 5’10 1/2", 1894, healthy, good
stocky build, collegiate/professional type,

Very goodlooking WM, 26, clean cut,
muscular, All-American looks, seeks
wealthy, generous, supportive WM for
mutually beneficial fun. Any age, weight.
= 1117

HOT TOP: Cleancut, boyish, 38, blue
eyes, plays safe. Seeks cute bottom for
hot fun. T 1118

French passive seeks buddy. Dominant

976-4MEN
976-4MEN

Atlanta’s Exclusive Gay
24-Hr. Introduction Service.
Messages Change Often.

$3.00 PER CALL

Plus tolls, if any, to appear on phone bill.

GWM, 37, BL/Blue, attractive, intelli-
gent, healthy, passionate, masculine, trim,
muscular, hairy, long “married” and
horny. Seeks attractive, daytime top
buddy. @ 1096

GWM, 25, 5°3", 135, br/bl, looking for
hot safe times with 35 or younger top.
PR, Latino, Oriental preferred. T 1095

Aunractive GWM, 33, with boyish good
looks, in great shape, seeks young, hand-
some, hunky GBM for hot times and
friendship. T 1090

Leave your own message for FREE by calling 365-8158.

365-8127

Must be 18 years or older.

VOICE MALE BOX 1-900-820-7222
$1.50 PER M]NUTE AOK, Inc.. Atlama, GA
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White male bottom looking for top man,
any race or age for daytime get-
togethers—very discreet. T 1086

Wrestlers wanted by athletic WM 5°11°,
190#. T 1068

GWM, 26, college student, 6’0", 165 lbs,
muscular, clean-cut, looking for wealthy
WM for fun and excitement, any age,
weight. T 1060

TV/TS

CROSS-DRESSER’S GUIDE! A com-
plete information resource. Hear full de-
tails (pre-recorded) 1-404-333-6455 (24
Hrs). Fantasies = Personals « Catalogs »
True Experiences « Coaching » More!

" 30 yr. BM 5’8", 170#, handsome, clean
ISO sexy TV/TS. Race unimportant. Co-
lumbia, SC—Love travel. Love boots.
Call today B 1258

BM, 38, seeks very feminine (looking)
TV/TS or very butch lesbian for first en-
counter. Am disease-free, discreet. Let’s
talk. T 1252
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orders, call
(800) 39-AmFAR.

AmFAR
People with HIV disease

Live With

Annual subscription (four issues) is $44,
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MEET
LOCAL MEN

PICKED BY YOUR AREA CODE
NO CREDIT CARD NEEDED

Choose from Live Connections, Private
ONE-ON-ONE, RE-MATCH or Bulletin Board.

MEETLINE ™ Gay owned and operated.
Supporting our community every way possibie.
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more wildlife

than usual at
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Saturday, April 17.
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Ist Annual
COMMUNITY AWARDS

a benefit for the
Atlanta Lesbian and Gay Pride Commitftee
and the Atlanfa Lambda Community Center




