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INSIDE 
News in Brief tops off the news, 
following the story of a Houston 
musician discriminated against 
because he is a person with AIDS 
(PWA). Religious persecution 
continues in New York City, where 
more Catholic members of Dignity 
were denied by the mother church and 
arrested by the police. From 
Poughkeepsie to Singapore, the news 
at a glance. Page 2. 

The Pride Foundation of Seattle was 
bequeathed $1.1 million dollars by two 
men who died last year. Seattle is 
bursting at the seams with mega-buck 
dreams. Page 3. 

Deignan speaks for the first time in 
Southern Voice, and delivers her 
clipped assessment of lesbians 
pursuing parenting. A special, 
controversial addition to the opinions 
of the Adanta gay and lesbian 
community. Page 4. 

Sports Reporter Michael McMillan 
delivers his own antic version of the 
opening of the Hodanta Softball 
season, using Ball Park Franks and 
lusty cheers to tell softball like 
nobody's told softball. Be sure to read 
McMillan's comedy disguised as 
sports. Page 11. 

Author Rebecca Ranson reveals a 
poignant passage from her 
forthcoming book, Ward 5B: Yokes 
of AIDS. Jesse, a closeted gay man, 
faces the realities of death and 
sobriety, in an interview with Ranson. 
Page 12. 

The Normal Heart, currently running 
at the Alliance Studio, is reviewed by 
Johnny Walsh. As seen through his 
eyes, no stone is left unturned in the 
search for theatrical perfection in Larry 
Kramer's autobiographical play. The 
rage is apparent Page 13. 

Comic Linda Moakes, scheduled to 
appear at the XBJ Annual Southeastern 
Conference, takes a moment to talk 
seriously with Managing 
Editor,Christina Cash before jumping 
on stage in Adanta this weekend. 
"Can we talk...?" Page 16. 

AID Atlanta, SAME Receive Heartstrings Grants 

The Atlanta Housing Authority was recently confronted about a 
lack of accesible housing in projects such as Capitol Homes. See 

story, Page 3. Photo by Jeannine Quintana 

Focus '88 Delivers 
Focus:88 spotlighted the activities of the 

Metropolitan Atlanta Council of Gay and Lesbian 
Organizations (MACGLO) on April 8th, with an 
impressive array of local organizations presenting 
their wares to Atlanta's lesbian and gay community. 
A crowd variously estimated between 200 and 400 
people crowded the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Atlanta hall, sampling the latest 
move to provide outreach to non-involved gay men 
and lesbians throughout the metropolitan area. 

Organizations that staffed booths included the 
Atlanta chapter of the National Association of People 
with AIDS (NAPWA), the Names Project-Atlanta, 
the Afro-American Lesbian Gay Alliance (AALGA), 
the Atlanta March Committee-More than a phase, the 
Greater Atlanta Political Awareness Coalition 
(GAPAC), Atlanta Venture Sports (AVS), and 
Legislate Equality for Gays and Lesbians (LEGAL), 
among others. 

In its conception, according to MACGLO 
Executive Secretary Jeffrey Laymon, Focus:88 was 
"to bring all of the diverse elements of our 
community together under one roof." Focus:88 
gained the air of a press conference for a while, 
however, as Dekalb County Commissioner Sherri 
Schulman made an unscheduled announcement 
regarding a proposal she intends to place before 
the full commission in the near future. 

Schulman startled the observers by 
announcing a comprehensive hate-crimes 
ordinance she intends to introduce. Schulman 
did not give any specifics about her proposal, 
beyond that it would cover crimes based on race, 
gender, age and sexual orientation. "Don't think 
that I'm telling you its going to be easy (to get the 
ordinance passed)", said Schulman. "Look to 
hear from me," she warned, referring to 
community support she will need to get the 
measure past the conservative forces on the 
Dekalb Commission. 

Schulman has been unavailable for comment. 
since making her announcement. 

Geoirgia ADS Coalition lobbyist, and local 

attorney, Gil Robison also tested the political waters 
Friday night, when he tantalizingy discussed the 
possibility that he might run for either of Fulton 
County's at-large seats to the Georgia House of 
Representatives in districts 39 and 40. 

Commenting on his possible candidacy, Robison 
said, "I'm mulling over the options on the likely 
support within and outside the (gay and lesbian) 
community." Robison, who is a gay man, said, "I'm 
very tempted. I enjoy working with the legislature. A 
lot of people think we did a good job with the ADS 
bill (H.B. 1281)... and they are encouraging me to 
run." 

Robison refused to definitively announce for the 
race, saying only that he would make his decision on 
Monday, April 11th. If he were to enter the race, 
Robison would become the second openly gay 
candidate to announce for a seat in the Georgia House 
of Representatives. Due to press deadlines, please see 
Southern Voice issue 5 for his decisioa 

With the maelstrom of political victories and firsts 
for the gay and lesbian community in Atlanta this 
year, most obvservers were not really suprised at the 
flurry of political excitement in the air at Focus:88. 

•Leigh VanderEls & Chris Duncan 

Atlanta~The Heartstrings Fund of the 
Metropolitan Atlanta Community Foundation 
announced the first recipients of its 1988 grants 
on April 1. The organization awarded grants 
totalling $229,800 from monies raised during 
the 1987 Heartstrings: A Revival, which was 
billed as "an evening of hope for the healing of 
ADS." 

AID Atlanta, an AIDS social services 
agency, received the lion's share of the 
allocated funds with $200,000. Specifically 
cited for funding by the Heartstrings board 
were programs of ADS prevention and 
education campaigns (S60K), housing for 
PWAs ($60K), social services (S50K), and 
administration/resource development ($30K). 

The Southeastern Arts, Media, and 
Education Project, Inc. (SAME) received a 
grant of $12,700 to develop "a trilogy of ADS 
plays by three Atlanta writers which examine 
ADS and the effects on family, friends, lovers 
and (the) larger communities." SAME is the 
publisher of Southern Voice. 

The Atlanta Gay Center (AGC) received the 
third highest amount, $10,000. The AGC 
operates a three-night weekly HIV/Sexually 
Transmitted Disease Clinic, in addition to 
support groups for HlV-antibody positive 
individuals. 

The fourth recipient was Atlanta 
photographer, Billy Howard. Howard, whose 
work was exhibited during the benefit 
performance, received $7,100 to complete 
Epitaph for the Living, a book of photographs 
and personal accounts of PWA's. Howard 
intends to donate the proceeds from the book's 
sales to ADS social service agencies, 
according to Heartstrings officials. 

More grants are yet to be awarded, 
according to Carolyn Bryson of Heartstrings. 
She said, "We're doing a little further research 
into the applications we already have on hand." 
No more grant applications are being accepted 
at this time. 

- Chris Duncan 

Dekalb County Commisioner Sherri Schulman and Georgia AIDS Coalition 
lobbyist Gil Robison. Photo by Jeannine Quintana 



NEWS IN BRIEF 
Freedom Ride Rolls 

Through South, Again 
j4taa-Northern gay and lesbian activists have 
targeted Southern and Southeastern states in a re- 
enactment of the 1960's Freedom Ride. The South, 
which has payed a pivotal role in presidential 
politics this year, continues to attract activists' 
attention with the drama of this summer's 
Republican and Democratic Conventions scheduled 
for New Orleans and Atlanta. 

The Gay and Lesbian Freedom Ride, as 
conceived by Michael Pctrelis, a gay man and 
activist for people with AIDS (PWAs), moved 
through the first of its several-leg journey prior to 
the March 8 "Super Tuesday" primary. 

Long regarded as the last bastion of legalized 
discrimination, the South put forward both its best 
and worst faces as the demonstrators drove through 
theCarolinas. Using a pick-up truck loaned by 
Charlotte, North Carolina activist Robert Sheets, the 
group of gay men, lesbians and PWAs announced 
their presence to locals by staging "kiss-ins" and 
vocal demonstrations including a stop at Senator 
Jesse Helms' (R-NC) Raleigh office and Jim and 
Tammy Faye Bakker's multi-million dollar Heritage 
U.S A. theme park. 

Local communities welcomed the tour with 
"Southern hospitality" at every stopover, 
encouraging the Freedom Riders onward. The 
group gave lectures, encouraged voter registration, 
and displayed a 25-panel quilt sewn by residents of 
the New York City Bailey House - a home for 
PWAs. 

"People are fearful of coming out of the closet. 
Two people told mc that they would wear face 
masks at demonsrations and would be afraid to start 
a phone tree because the list of names might get 
out," said Petrelis. Even the traveling activists were 
wary of unlimited exposure, as they canceled an 
appearance in Wilmington, North Carolina, due to 
rumors of an ambush there by hate groups including 
the White Patriot's Party and the Ku Klux Klan 
(KKK). 

The next leg of the journey will meander through 
Southern cities between Atlanta and New Orleans. 
Petrelis plans to attend the Southeastern Conference 
for Lesbians and Gay Men (SECLGM) in Atlanta 
April 14-18 to further organize the event. 

The most lasting reason for the journey, 
according to Petrelis, is to reach out to Southern 
lesbians and gay men from the areas more 
experienced in gay/lesbian activism. "When black 
people struggled for their rights, civil rights leaders 
went to Alabama," said Petrelis. "They did not stay 
in New York City. We are going South to make 
our point" 

Houston Rallies Behind 
Musician With AIDS 

Houston- Officials of Houston's Second Baptist 
Church met with strong opposition from the gay 
and lesbian community after banning a musician 
with AIDS from participating in its Palm Sunday 
performance. 

The incident started after the church hired a 
group of professional musicians to perform in the 
event When the church discovered among those 
hired was a young man with AIDS, he was asked to 
withdraw from the service. Initially, the French 
Horn player planned to go along with the request 
but when he decided to participate, the church 
banned him. About fifteen of the hired union 
musicians walked out in protest many with tears in 
their eyes. 

After the outcry throughout Houston, the church 
denied AIDS was the reason the musician had been 
banned, saying they had health concerns stemming 
from him having tuberculosis. However, medical 
experts agreed his tuberculosis was not contagious. 
Activists from the gay community and AIDS 
advocacy groups quickly decided they would attend 
Easter Sunday services at Second Baptist along 
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with several PWA's. Said activist Ray Hill," We 
don't intend to disrupt services. We're just going to 
see how 'Christian' Second Baptist will be." 

Several dozen people, some wearing pink and 
yellow ribbons, buttons with pink triangles, and 
other symbols of support for the rights of gays and 
lesbians and PWA's, attended the service. Hill told 
Southern Voice some church members were 
friendly and came to greet the visitors. But the 
overall attitude of the regulars at the wealthy Baptist 
Church was one of hostility without open 
confrontation. The minister opened his sermon with 
no direct reference to the controversy involving the 
church, or the presence of the visitors. He talked at 
length about the Black Plague that devestated 
European populations during the Middle Ages. 

Media coverage in Houston was intense with 
lead stories in all the major papers and in every 
television newscast According to Hill there was 
general disapproval of Second Baptist's actions. 
Said Hill, "The church is by itself on this issue." He 
explained that many churches in the Houston area 
have moved to fill the gap left by the lack of 
constructive government involvement in the AIDS 
crisis. "Second Baptist stands alone in its non- 
involvement We have seen no interest by them in 
facing up to the needs of dying people", Hill 
continued. 

The church bills itself as one of the fastest 
growing Baptist congregations in the area. But says 
Hill, it is now one of the fastest diminishing, as 
many members leave, horrified by the lack of 
sensitivity. 

Following the negative publicity received by the 
church, Hill met with officials of Second Baptist 
and asked them if, in retrospect they would do 
anything differently. Their response was that they 
wouldn't hire union musicians. "They completely 
missed the point", commented Hill. 

Lesbian Co-parent 
Denied Visitation 

Poughkeepsie, N.Y.-A lesbian co-parent's suit to 
establish her parental rights to a child she and an ex- 
lover conceived through artificial insemination was 
denied March 22 by county court Judge James 
Benson. The biological parent began restricting, 
and then halted, all contact between the 6-year-old 
child and his co-parent two years after his 1981 
birth. 

Neither women or the child were identified in 
Court documents in order to protect the child. 

Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund 
attorney Paula Ettelbrick represented the non- 
biological co-parent in the unsuccessful suit The 
Lambda suit claimed that the women "agreed to 
jointly share all rights and responsibilities for any 
child they would have together as co-parents." The 
two women combined their surnames when they 

gave the child a name, and shared all financial 
expenses involved in the pregnancy and birth of the 
boy. 

The biological parent claimed in briefs filed with 
the Court that although the child's co-parent has not 
abused him, it is healthier for him to be "raised in a 
traditional environment" 

Claiming that the judge's decision could have 
"revolutionary implications" for lesbian and gay 
parenting, Ettelbrick vowed to appeal the case on 
behalf of her client 

$290 MiDion AIDS 
Package Gathers 

Momentum 
Washington, DC-Representative Nancy Pelosi (D- 
CA) introduced the AIDS Health Care Financing 
Act of 1988 on March 10th. The $290 million 
attempt to place the federal government in the 
middle of the fight against AIDS/ARC has as its 
goal to "establish a rational, orderly approach to 
financing AIDS health care and patient care." 

Pelosi's bill drew forty-one original co-sponsors 
in the House of Representatives. Nine other 
representatives have since joined the effort John 
Lewis (D-GA), from the metropolitan Atlanta 5th 
Congressional district was an original co-sponsor 
with Pelosi. 

No Senator has yet stepped forward to introduce 
a similar Senate bill. 

According to Pelosi aide Phil DeAndradi, the bill 
"reflects the belief that the cost of AIDS health care 
must be shared among the individual, private 
insurers, and the local, state and federal 
governments." 

The bill is intended to shore-up local 
communities financial efforts to deal with the 
disease. It will provide S75 million to cities with a 
large population of persons with AIDS (PWAs) to 
assist with the local expenditures for projects and 
services. 

In addition to providing education on AIDS to 
PWAs, the bill will defray hospital costs, insurance 
costs and use of federal matching funds to 
encourage use of home health care instead of 
hospitalization. 

The bill was jointly reported to the House 
Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means, and 
Education and Labor Committees according to 
DeAndradi. He had no estimation of the length of 
time before the bill would be reported out of 
committee. 

The AIDS Action Council, Human Rights 
Campaign Fund (HRCF) and the National Lesbian 
and Gay Task Force (NGLTF) have all gone on 
record supporting Pelosi's legislation. DeAndradi 
urged people to contact their Representatives and 
Senators to push for passage of the bill. 

More Gay Catholics 
Arrested 

New York- Another eighteen Roman Catholics 
were arrested following an Easter Sunday protest 
Mass outside New York's St Patrick's 
Cathcdral.The demonstration was part of ongoing 
action by members of Dignity, the gay Catholic 
group, which has vowed to hold its own Mass 
outside the chuch on the first Sunday of every 
month when Cardinal O'Connor conducts the 
service. Dignity is protesting against the church's 
stand on homosexuality and the Cardinal's actions 
against the Catholic group. 

The Easter Sunday demonstration started only 
moments berfore the Cardinal began Mass. To the 
astonishment of most of those gathered in the 
church, about sixty people suddenly clasped hands 
and started singing, leaving the church in the 
direction of the alternative Mass held outside on 
Fifth Avenue. 

The service, across the street from St Patrick's, 
was attended by more than 150 people. The 
protesters ended their services by following a 
lavender cross with pink triangles and singing the 
civil rights anthem, "We Shall Overcome" before 
dumbfounded Easter crowds. 

When the Cardinal left the church after services 
he was met with cries of "Shame!" from the 
demonstrators, eighteen of whom were arrested on 
charges of disorderly conduct for blocking the 
sidewalk outside the cathedral. 

Singapore Cracks 
Down On Gays 

Singapore- Police have told bar and nightclub 
owners to keep gays out of their establishments or 
risk losing their licenses. In the latest government 
action, the government is refusing to allow a play 
about AIDS to go on unless it changes its 
sympathetic treatment of gays. The play, Safe Sex, 
has been in rehearsal for over a year with support 
from the Ministry of Community Development But 
now officials say the problem with the play is that 
"homosexuality is portrayed as a natural and 
acceptable form of sexuality," according to Ng Yew 
Kang, the ministry's cultural affairs director. 
"Homosexuality is one of its main causes; 
homosexuality in Singapore is objectionable." 

The artists have refused to make any changes to 
the play and remain deadlocked with the 
government. Lim Siaw Chong of the Theatre 
Works Drama Company said, "Banning the play 
sends out a clear message that nothing will be 
tolerated here except what the government views as 
normal." 
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AHA Defends Lack of Accessible Housing 
The Atlanta Housing Authority 

(AHA) maintains 14,744 units of 
public housing of which only 131 
units are accessible to the 
handicapped and disabled. This 
averages out to AHA only 
accomodating 2.4% of the disabled | 
poor and elderly, but yet, there are 
1,616 units vacant Of the 131 
units termed "accessible" by AHA, 
many of them are indeed not; 
accessibility in some cases stops at 
the doorway. On March 26th, approximately 60 
angry, poor, disabled, elderly, and teenage people 
assembled at the Atlanta Downtown Labor Center 
for a Poor Peoples Empowerment Forum presented 
by Disabled in Action, Inc. (DIA) and the Georgia 
New Alliance Party (NAP) to collectively speak out 
against these realities. 

The forum addressed three major concerns: 1) 
the mismanagement of funds by AHA in building 
and reconstructing accessible housing; 2) the 
insufficient number of accessible housing units built 
since 1973 to meet the neeeds of disabled people; 
and 3) the insensitivie treatment of disabled 
individuals by AHA personnel. AlvaaderFraizer, 
an African American woman who is founder and 
director of The People's Law Institution based in 
New York, state chair of Lesbians and Gays for 
Fulani and New York state lesbian and gay 
organizers opened the forum with anger at the 
treatment of the disabled not only in Atlanta, but 
across the country. Addressing the three major 
concerns, Fraizer pointed out, "to exclude, to 
abandon, to not support the whole lives of disabled 
people is an issue of human decency." 

Roy Norman, representing AHA as a last minute 
replacement of Samuel Hider, Executive Director of 
AHA, responded to the concerns. In accounting for 
the 1,616 vacant units, Norman stated, "600 units 
are either efficiencies or one-bedrooms, 150-200 
units are in high rise buildings and have been ready 
for as many as five years with no one being placed 
in those units primarily because the people have not 
either wanted to live in those settings (audience 
openly laughed) or maybe we have not done a good 
job in letting them know that they are there and that 
they are safe and we assume some of the 
responsibility from a marketing point of view. 
Another 250 units are vacant and waiting repair, 
200 are not economically feasible for repairment 
and last, approximately 400 units where move- out 
turn -over rate is excessive and requiring constant 
repairment." Norman further stated, "In 1980, two 
units were converted to accomodate the handicaped 
population and for as long as nine months, thirty 
units went unoccupied waiting for the persons to 
present themselves." 

In order to occupy a unit, the disabled, elderly or 
handicapped person must either be with a family or 
able to live independently. Currently, according to 
Norman, "there are families on AHA's waiting list 
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seeking handicapped accessible 
units." Realizing also that 
repair and construction are 
required, Norman insisted that 
with a limited amount of funds, 
AHA could only do a limited 
amount of work. "For the 
fiscal year 1988, $10 million 
worth of needs were assessed 
from 42 sites with only $4 
million being alloted in the 
1988 budget for this purpose." 

In assessing trieirisensitiviteness of the AHA 
personnel, Norman assured the audience that no one 
on the staff was unsupportive of the needs of 
disabled people. 

After listening to the reasons given by Norman, 
Rev. Calvin Peterson, president of DIA and the 
New Alliance party's candidate for the Public 
Service Commission, refused to accept such 
"reasoning that leads to dehumanizing living 
conditions for America's disabled and senior 
citizens." Posing opposition to Norman, Peterson 
stated, "I cannot understand how the people from 
the housing authority could stand up and tell people 
stuff that is totally incorrect. I cannot accept this!" 

Peterson also noted that over the past 10 years, 
the AHA has given $246,719,584.00 by the 
government under the Comprehensive 
Improvement Assistance Program. In 1988 alone, 
approximately $24 million has been allotted for 
improvement, whereas Norman could only account 
for $4 million. 

Disabled, able-bodied, and elderly residents 
shook their heads in disbelief at Norman's defense 
of the AHA. 

Raymond Sellers has epilepsy, his wife has 
cerebral palsy and they are parents of a three-month 
old daughter. They currently live in Capitol 
Homes. The Sellers family has been moved twice 
and has yet to recieve an accessible apartment 
Bernard Baker, a quadraplegic, is a resident of the 
AHA who says he "dealt with AHA until he 
couldn't deal with them any longer." When you 
have to deal with no accessible transportation, you 
have to deal with public housing, and then you have 
to deal with the public housing people's attitudes.... 
some of their attitudes actually stink!" 

Mark Johnson, a local activist in the fight for 
civil rights of disabled people, challenged the 
AHA's "telethon mentality" of constructing and/or 
repairing only the number of units for which there is 
a demand. He also questioned Hider's sincerity, 
given Hider did not attend the forum. "If Mr. Hider 
was so sincere, he would send a letter to the 
Secretary of HUD within the next week to say that 
he is appalled that we don't have final regulations of 
the Section 504 Rehabilitation Act after fifteen 
years. If he's so committed, I want to see the 
statement If he wants to put himself out there and 
say I believe the people..., he has the opportunity." 

"The way we're going to win the fight for decent 

What do you consider "safe sex"? 

"Practically, I consider safe sex is no exchange of body fluids. A part of me wonders if safe sex is no sex. 
Even though I practice safe sex and I've had a negative test I'm still paranoid and wonder if I will get sick. 
Til be damned if I'll give up sex completely." 

Jack Gover, Atlanta, Georgia 

"No exchange of body fluids. Everyone should be concerned about getting AIDS. I don't think it's as 
easy for women to transfer to women than it is to transfer among men." 

Jean Hoffman, Atlanta, Georgia 

"No exchange of bodily fluids. About a year ago, I would have said it was boring, but that's gone. You 
have to do what you have to do to survive. It's definitely not boring now. You just get used to certain 
things." 

Wright Rushing, Atlanta, Georgia 

"I think the most important thing for women is trust It's important to talk with your partner about 
previous sexual experiences and risk factors. Unfortunately, there are no good safe sex practices for 
women." 

Name Withheld, Smyrna, Georgia 

Pride Foundation 
Receives $1.1 Million 
Seattle-Pndt Foundation of Seattle, Washington, 
announced two bequests totalling $1.1 million 
dollars for fiscal year 1987. The bequests were left 
by two Seattle men. They were Gerald Geisert 
who left Pride Foundation $100,000 after his death 
from lung cancer, and Allan Tonning, who 
established the Tonning Trust Fund of one million 
dollars before his death due to AIDS. 

The generous bequests of Tonning and Geisert 
culminated the two-year birth of Pride Foundation, 
which was founded as an outgrowth of the Greater 
Seattle Business Association (GSBA), "the 
Chamber of Commerce to the gay and lesbian 
community." According to David Poot Pride 
Foundation board member, "(The Pride 
Foundation) grew out of the number of funding 
requests the GSBA was receiving. As individual 
business people, there was only so much we could 
do. But we recognized the potential for a fund- 
raising organization to offer grants to worthy causes 
in the gay and lesbian community." 

Tonning, who would eventually endow the 
organization, Pride Foundation President Mary Kay 
Wright and Vice-President Barbara Bailey were 
appointed by the GSBA board of directors to study 
other funding organizations established by affiliate 
members of the National Association of Business 
Councils (NABC). They were instructed to cull the 
best traits from the foundations of San Francisco, 
San Diego and Minneapolis to form what would 
become the Pride Foundation. 

"We were able to start at second base after 
reviewing their successes and failures," said Poot 

Tonning's million dollar endowment was placed 
into the Tonning Trust which will be administered 
by Wright Poot and the deceased's brother, Andrew 
Tonning. 

housing is through the building of an independent 
party that will represent our issues," stated Tammi 
Weinstein, Georgia state coordinator, NAP. "The 
AHA, the Democratic and 
Republican parties, as we've seen 
again and again, won't respond to 
our demands without that 
independent pressure. Building an 
independent third party has 
everything to do with winning the 
fight for decent and accessible 
housing." 

Peterson announced that on July 
12,1988 there will be a march on 
the AHA. Mayor Young will be 
presented with 10,000 signatures in 
support of accessible and decent 
living conditions for disabled and 
elderly people. Peterson said, in 
conclusion, 'The AHA has 
traditionally and historically 
ignored, discriminated against and 
traditionally denied poor people of 
anything and I'd like to say today, 
that this attitude has to go! That 
attitude has to go; we will not take it 
any more!"     -Patricia Jackson 

This will allow us to establish a sustaining 
fund," said Bailey. "This money will last in 
perpetuity. Funding for gay and lesbian 
organizatioas in Washington will never stop! I'm 
sure this could be just the beginning." 

According to Poot Tonning's intent was for "the 
Pride Foundation to be the principle beneficiary..., 
but he wished to make certain the money never 
came under the control of radical fringe elements in 
the gay and lesbian community." 

Six percent of the invested principle plus interest 
will be awarded during the bi-annual granting 
cycles, which coincide with lesbian/gay pride week 
and the December holiday season. According to 
Bailey, "Our charter restricts grants to 501C-3 
organizations (groups which qualify under IRS 
regulations as non-political), and requires that one- 
third of our grants be awarded to lesbian 
organizations, one-third to gay men's organizations, 
and one-third to co-gender groups." 

The original trust fund of one million dollars 
may be reduced on a 2-to-l matching-fund basis, up 
to $250,000, with funds raised by the community at 
large to build a gay and lesbian community center. 

It is a sorely needed service, according to Poot 
who noted, "We are all paying rent, paying for 
secretarial services, and not to mention printing. If 
we could get this off the ground, we would literally 
be paying ourselves to perform those services. We 
could all be under the same roof." 

If such a community center is built using funds 
from the Tonning Trust Tonning's will stipulates 
that it be named after his lover, Larry Jenkins, who 
proceeded him in death by one year. 

Geisert's bequest unlike Tonning's, was promp- 
ted by a brochure published by the Pride Foun- 
dation. The brochure is disbributed to lawyers, who 
advise clients of the services provided by the Pride 
Foundation during the process of preparing a will. 

The Pride Foundation has grown faster than any 
original organizers anticipated. For this city of 
600,000 the future is looking extremely bright 
Declared Poot "We are preparing the future for 
today's gay and lesbian children." 

- Chris Duncan 
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We know how to listen and we know how to help you with 
comfortable lifestyle design. It's very personal stuff; it's for whole 
people; and it's worth doing. 

Call us. Today is a good day to take another step. 

1375 Peachtree Street, 
Suite 187, Atlanta 
872-5260 

STOSH OSTROW, M.D. 
General Practice 

&*^ 
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VIEWPOINTS 

A TeroUe Cfewd 

Deignan Speaks: Why are Lesbians Having Babies? 
The answer could be boredom. Or perhaps confusion. Or even because of a sadly misdirected urge 

towards self-assertion. All possible reasons conspire towards one single cause: spiritual ignorance. 
Our Earth is hideously overpopulated. We do not need more people; we need wiser people. 
As it is, we're shoving each other around. We vie for jobs, housing and basic acknowledgment. 

Very few gain the ego-expression requisite to ego-dissolution. We are too many too foolish. We have 
yet to learn who we are, why we're here or where we are going. Yet we dare to reproduce? 

My sisters, think again. Do any cogent reasons exist for reproduction? A shred of vibrant 
intelligence would compel us to cease this global suicide which parades beneath the commonplace 
banners of "natural need" and "heartfelt inclination." It is stupid behavior. It is retrograde behavior. 

1. "I became pregnant by mistake..." Abort. Flesh is only packaging. We are 100% spirit The 
little baby will not be angry. She/he will only effect retreat until a more propitious time. 

2. "Ifeel unfulfilled as awoman..." Unfulfilled women should not have babies. 
3. "I need someone to bve and care for..." Have vision; not babies. We are an awkward world 

filled with ill-related, blundering family members. Look outward. Care for, and love. It is a divine 
opportunity. j 

4. "My lover and 1'want afamily..." Welcome a stray animal. 
5. "All my hetero girlfriends have families..."- SowhaL Is the perpetuation of wrong-thinking a 

means by which you might bond with mainstream community? Is the need strong enough to surpass 
good sense? Your Lesbianism is an advantage both to you, and for others. Traditional hetero mistakes 
are less likely to occur. Wha'daya miss the opportunity for socially acceptable excuses? Wake up. 

-Deignan 
Opinions expressed in this editorial are those of the author. Dissenting opinions are welcome. -Editor 
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Guest Editorial: Remembering 
Hurrying to yet another meeting the other day, I glanced up at the familiar intersection of Peachtree 

and 7th Streets only to discover a not so familiar view. Some buildings that were there only a few days ago 
were gone, to be replaced with an empty space, a parking loL This particular building was inconsequential. 
What impressed me was how quickly changes come in this city, and how quickly a part of our lives, even if 
it is just an old familiar view, fades away into memory and later into forgetfullness. 

I've only lived in Atlanta for five years, yet already my memory is filled with images of street comers 
that no longer exist, patterns of street life that have been replaced with monotonous high rises or simply 
leveled and turned over to kudzu. We rush about our busy lives, and there is very little to call our attention 
to what is being lost 

There are even greater losses in our community these days- yet they too are quickly covered over. 
We are left with only the fading memory of a gentle smile, a shared glance, some graceful movement or a 
hearty laugh. At times our friends are whisked away by their well-meaning families, and we are not allowed 
to mourn when they go on to become yet another AIDS statistic. As the days pass, these hurts and pains 
drift away into forgetfullness as well. 

It would seem as if those of us living in "the city too busy to hate" are only hovering on the edge. We 
keep pushing our economic and ecological structures to reach higher and higher goals. Our politicians are 
far removed from what is really going on in the world. In all our money-grabbing and political ego building, 
we have become so far removed from our emotions that we are "the city too busy to love". 

Underneath all the hustle and bustle, however, there is an opportunity for healing. From all over the 
city, and all over the country, people are working diligently to create a monument to those we have lost to 
AIDS. That monument, the Names Project Memorial Quilt, is working its way slowly to Atlanta, where it 
will be displayed at the Georgia World Congress Center May 29th and 30th. 

Those of us who saw the quilt in Washington know the extraordinary power it has to mo ve a diverse 
group of people so very deeply. The quilt is a multi-colored graveyard of names. Looking at individual 
panels, you get a sense of who these people were- the talent, the love, and the connections that are now 
gone or severed. Looking at all of these individual panels sewn together is overwhelming. The sheer 
number of them is enough to stir even the most apathetic individual to action. 

I genuinely feel at times that my life is no longer mine alone. Each day when I go to work at SAME,I 
feel as though I bring all my friends that I have lost to AIDS along with me. I am alive and healthy and I 
must make my life matter more for all those people who never had the chance. My statements, thoughts and 
actions are for them as much as for me. 

We live in one of the most repressive, backward states in the country. Many of my friends in other 
places wonder why I choose to stay. They do not understand that the real enemy here is within, and that is 
something we have the power to change. There are those in our community who would undermine the 
Names Project's visit to Atlanta, feeling that for whatever reason they cannot lend their support to such a 
project. There are those who would use the project for grandstanding their own egos and organizations. In 
view of the real issues we are facing, I find all of these objections to be inconsequential. 

The gift of the quilt is its abscence of phoniness. The quilt contains all of the rage, passion and 
bitterness of our community as well as tenderness, quiet simplicity, gentle warmth and the expression of 
genuine diversity. To view it is to share an illuminating experience of courage in living, dying and loving. 
There is really nothing more to be said. ■ Stebbo Hill 
(Siebbo Ml is SAME's Art Director and a member of the core committee of Names Project/Atlanta.) 

Put Your Money Where Your Friends Are 
Money has been called the root of all evil. But, like fire, it can be turned to constructive pruposes. 

The lesbian and gay community must learn to harness the raw power of our money, before other, shrewder 
organizations use their money to defeat the lesbian/gay community's demand for quality. 

According to a national news magazine, the gay and lesbian community controls one-fourth of this 
country's net disposable income. That is a power of inestimable value and a force, when flexed, that can 
garner the immediate attention of the world. 

The community that we call "lesbian and gay" constitutes a wide spectrum of business people deserving 
of our financial support. Some make themselves known to the community by supporting charitable gay and 
lesbian organizations that in turn work to protect and provide for the mass of lesbian and gay people still in 
the closet Others offer their support in more circumspect ways. If you regularly spend your money in any 
business, attach a price tag to your dollars. Insist that the business support your community through 
charitable donations and advertising revenue. Letting a business know your feelings on the subject is 
sometimes all it takes. 

This circle of spending must be enhanced greatly during the coming decade, if we as a community are to 
prosper. We can do this by capturing "straight" dollars from employers, removing our financial support 
from homophobic charities and redirecting both toward our own community. 

Quit turning to the Bell System Yellow Pages to find plumbers, veterinarians and attorneys; cruise the 
Gayellow Pages and the Atlanta Business and Professional Guild Directory instead. 

If you are a lesbian or gay man who owns, operates or manages a business, "cast your bread upon the 
water, it will surely return ten-fold." A man telephoned Southern Voice last week, desperately trying to find 
a gay or lesbian moving company. If you own a moving company, you lost four hundred dollars because 
you didn't spend forty to advertise in any of Atlanta's four gay and lesbian publications. 

The charities we support as individuals must be made to realize the impact of gay and lesbian dollars to 
their organization. For every mainstream charity that is homophobic- no matter what the issue- there is an 
equal in the gay/lesbian community that is literally starving for your attention. Many of the most innocuous 
sounding charities are actually among the last bastions of homophobic, racist and sexist terrorism. 
Investigate where your money is going, and who is going to benefit from each and every penny. 

It is not simple to be an educated consumer, it requires time, learning and investigating companies and 
products. Being an educated contributor takes time as well, but it yields peace of mind knowing that you 
are not supporting apartheid in South Africa, or Lyndon LaRouche in California. 

Most importantly, prepare a will. Attend to the security of the people you love, and give the rest to the 
non-homophobic charity of your choice. Atlantan Ralph Ginn, who died last summer of AIDS, is 
remembered most vividly for his compassion and dedication to friends. He is memorialized every day 
when Atlanta Gay Center Administrator Richard Swanson opens shop and catches the latest news of the 
world on Ginn's color television. Without Ginn's bequest, Swanson would be "out of touch" during the 
most active news time. 

Money translates into power very easily. It is an easy calculation that some find vulgar and crass. We, as 
a community, must not allow squeamishness to determine whom we support. In our spiritual growth 
beyond the "me generation", we must spend our money to finance the future of the "us generation" 
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Rhodes' Attitude 
Questioned 

To the Editor: 
"Lesbians complain there's not equal 

representation with gay men; well they 
should organize." So said newfound 
"activist" Richard Rhodes in an interview in 
the April 8th issue of ETC. Apparently Mr. 
Rhodes believes his paternalism toward 
lesbians will win our votes for him in his 
race for the Georgia House of 
Representatives. 

Rhodes also characterizes the support of 
women-only space as alienating. Perhaps he 
forgets that out of women-only ALFA has 
come some far reaching organizing, 
including marching for civil rights in Selma, 
Alabama; leading the gay pride march as the 
oldest gay organization in town; co- 
sponsoring with Black, and White Men 
Together (BWMT) the successful passage of 
the City of Atlanta anti-discrimination in 
bars law; and organizing a lesbian pride 
march during gay pride week of 1982. 

And by the way, who is complaining? 
Probably the only place lesbians do not have 
"equal representation with gay men" is at the 
bank, a fate suffered by all women, who still 
earn only 62 cents for every one dollar 
earned by men. 

Rhodes said we don't vote for a gay 
candidate, but for the issues. The issue here 
is a man reeking of misogyny seeking the 
lesbian vote because he is gay. Good luck 
Richard. 

As I recall, Mr. Rhodes used to go by the 
name of Dick. Perhaps that's too suggestive. 

cc: ETC 

Sincerely, 
M. P. Schildmeyer 

Anti-AIDS Drugs 
Story Incomplete 

To the Editor 
As a PWARCI was very concerned with 

some of the ommissions and errors in Terry 
Francis' article in your March 29 issue 
entitled "Experimental Drug Symposium." 
The article did cover a large amount of the 
information presented on new anti-AIDS 
drugs but, there are some facts I feel 
compelled to point ouL 

The article stated that Antabuse is 
available over-the-counter in this country. 
Antabuse has been available for many years 
as an adjunct in the treatment of alcoholism. 
Due to potentially lethal side-effects when 
combined with alcohol, Antabuse is 
available by prescription only. The data are 
not in on whether Antabuse will "boost" the 
immune systems of PWAs and PWARCs. 

Ampligen appears to do much more than 
just stabilize the T4 cell counts as reported. 
Ampligen has anti-viral capabilities as well 
as immune modulating effects. Those 
"clinical improvements" mentioned are 
significant in and of themselves. Night 
sweats as well as diarrhea abated in a 
majority of pilot study participants. 
Participants also reported increased levels of 
energy and well-being. All of this without 
toxicity at even high doses. 

Toxicity is the major problem of most of 
the drugs being studied. Michael Callan, a 
six-year survivor of AIDS, stated that he 
refused to place any toxic drugs into his 
system. Few, if any, of the PWAs surviving 
longer than five years have been on AZT. 
Perhaps this shows how important a 
consideration toxicity is. Many of the new 
drugs such as DDC are even more toxic 
than AZT. 

Another problem is reliability of study 

data. The company producing Ribavirin 
released data too early and has released 
data that are highly suspect. They have 
perhaps endangered Ribavirin 
permanently. 

Clearly, I agree with the article in that 
we all must become educated medical 
consumers. We must be able to make 
wise, informed decisions for ourselves 
and not follow blindly the advice of our 
physicians. We must become active 
partners in our care with our physicians. 

While Southern Voice "does not 
endorse any experimental therapy on 
drug treatment," I think it does have a 
responsibility to the community to 
present accurate and thorough coverage 
on AIDS issues and concerns. If, as 
projected, 30,000 Georgians will 
become PWAs by the mid-1990s, there 
is a very large body of people who need 
to know and need to know NOW. 

Name Withheld by Request 

Ed. Note: We appreciate your concern 
and apologize for the error concerning 
Antabuse. Unfortunately, space 
limiations prevented a more complete 
discussion of the drugs. Plans are 
underway for an in-depth article in the 
nearfuture. 

VanderEls1 

Journal Brings 
Tears, Concern 

To the Editor: 
I was deeply moved by the "Journal of a 

Lesbian Mother" printed in your last issue. 
As a lesbian mother who has been fortunate 
enough to keep custody of my child, I found 
myself in tears over Leigh VanderEls' loss 
and the love she has for her son. And so 
afraid that the same may happen to me and 
my child. Our judicial system remains 
uneducated and insensitive to lesbian and 
gay parents, a condition that I fear will last 
far beyond my years, and probably my 
child's years. 

I am a professional woman and I am 
closeted on my job. I am also very hesitant to 
tell anyone except my closest friends that I 
am a lesbian, out of fear that my ex-husband 
will try to take my child away. It's a very 
stressful situation to be in- torn between the 
desire to keep your child and the need to live 
an open and honest life. I'm sure Ms. 
VanderEls had a very difficult time deciding 
whether or not to be open about her 
lesbianism in court. It's really a "damned if 
you do, damned if you don't" situation. If 
you do, you run the risk of losing your child. 
And if you don't, you have to live a lie and, 
in essence, say to your child, "It's okay to lie 
and deny who you are." VanderEls showed 
great courage by refusing to deny who she is 
and by stating she believes she is a good 
parent whether she is a lesbian or not. It's a 
travesty that her honesty was met with such 
hate and vindictiveness by the judge. 

I will be waiting to hear what happens to 
Ms. VanderEls and her child at the Georgia 
Supreme Court. My prayers will be with 
them. 

Is there any way I can contact Ms. 
VanderEls? I cannot print my name because 
I am afraid that my employer, or fellow 
employees or my ex-husband may see this. 
Thanks for any information you can give me 

-Name Witheld By Request 

Ed. Note: You can write to: Leigh 
VanderEls Legal Defense Fund, PO Box 
8534, Atlanta, Ga. 30306. 
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SNAAC for 
Thought 

To the Editor: 
I am writing on behalf of the Simon Nkodi 

Anti-Apartheid Committee (SNAAC). For 
the last two years, SNAAC has been 
working to raise awareness about the 
struggle against apartheid in South Africa 
among Canada's lesbian and gay 
communities. Specifically, we have worked 
to publicize the case of Simon Nkodi, a 
black gay activist jailed in South Africa for 
anti-apartheid activities. 

As you may know, Nkodi was arrested in 
June, 1984 and held until his release on bail 
in July, 1987. He and other activists known 
as the Vaal 22 were finally brought to trial 
on treason charges in January 1986. 
Although Nkodi and most of the others are 
now free on bail, the trial continues and is 
expected to go on for at least another year. 

Although they are no longer in prison, the 
defendants must attend all the proceedings 
five days a week, report to the police daily 
and their movement is severely restricted. 
These requirements mean they are unable to 
work to support themselves and must depend 
on the generosity of their friends and 
supporters to subsist. 

Simon's family and friends are not 
wealthy. In light of this difficult situation, 
SNAAC has committed itself to making 
direct contributions to Simon's support We 
have pledged to send a minimum of S100 
per month until the trial concludes and he 
can return to work. 

We are counting on you and other 
members of the community to help us meet 
this commitment. Rites has generously 
agreed to let us contact you directly to make 
this request. 

Please make your cheques payable to 
SNAAC and indicate that your donation 
should be directed to the Support Campaign. 
If you would like to make a series of 
contributions, postdated cheques will be 

gladly accepted. All funds will be forwarded 
directly to Simon in South Africa. 

If all of us pull together, we can help 
Simon through this difficult period. The 
support that we show for Simon will be an 
important contribution to both the struggle 
against apartheid and racism and the struggle 
for gay liberation. 

Thank you for your help. 
Sincerely, 

Tim McCaskell 

The Simon Nkodi Anti-Apartheid 
Committee 
Post Office Box 65, Station F 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 2L4, CANADA 

Quote of the 
Month 

"The Civil Rights Restoration Act would 
force churches to hire active homosexual 
drug addicts with AIDS to be a teacher or a 
youth pastor." 

-Moral Majotity leader Jerry Falwell, in a 
telephone and mail blitz attempting to sway 
Congress to support Ronald Reagan's veto 
of the landmark Civil Rights Restoration 
Act. Falwell's strategy - and Reagan's last 
minute lobbying - did not succeed. The veto 
was easily overridden by Congress, thus 
approving legislation that prohibits 
recipients of any federal funds from 
violating anti-discrimination laws. 
According to reports in the Boston Globe, 
some of the bill's strongest opponents 
discounted Falwell's argument, claiming 
the bill does not guarentee civil rights 
protection on the basis of sexual 
orientation. 

-Reprinted from the Gay Community News 

Viewpoints is part of a continuimg effort to provide a forum for our community. We invite your 
ideas, comments and feelings and your responses to ideas expressed in this space. 

The opinions expressed here are those of the authors and do not neccesarily represent the views of 
Southern Voice. Submissions should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than four pages. 
Mail to: 

Southern Voice/Viewpoints, PO Box 54719, Atlanta, Georgia, 30308 
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XIII Annual Southeastern Conference for Lesbians & Gay Men 

^ CONFERENCE 
♦♦♦♦♦.♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

"Nothing's gonna stop us now!" 
April 14 -17, Pierremont Plaza Hotel 

590 West Peachtree Street, Atlanta, GA 

PLEASE NOTE: Activities listed in this Schedule will 
take place in the rooms noted at time of printing. 
Announcements will be made and posted if any changes 
occur. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 14 

1:00 p.m. Coastal Room 
SECLGM INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETING 

7:00 p.m. Okeefenokee Room (25th floor) 
COCKTAIL PARTY 

Pre-registrants check in to receive conference packets. A 
reception sponsored by S.A.M.E. and NAPWA will take 
place with entertainment and a cash bar. 

FRIDAY, APRIL IS 

8:00 am. Blueridge B Room 
REGISTRATION OPENS 

UP 
EXHIBIT/VENDORS SET 

Exhibit Hall 
(Lower Level) 

9:00 - 9:45 a.m. Georgia East/ 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Center Ballroom 
- Lainey Richardson, Co- 

Chair, Steering Committee 
- Alan Perreault, Co-Chair, Steering Committee 

DEDICATION - Sabrina Sojoumer 

9:45 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Exhibit Hall 
EXHIBITS/VENDORS      (Lower Level) 

10:00 a.m. -11:30 am WORKSHOP SESSION I 

"Responsibilities of Board of Directors" 
Suwanee 

Facilitator: John Thomas - Board of Directors 
Human Rights Campaign Fund 

"Short Mu Sanctuary: Creatively Living Our     Great 

Alternate Lifestyles" Vallev A 

Facilitator: Sr. Missionary Position, SPI, MSSM 
Slide/talk format with Q&A about a 200 acre 

lesbian/gay farm and wilderness retreat in 
middle Tennessee. A non-profit land trust 

community which hosts regional gatherings 
twice a year to network with gays and lesbians 

worldwide. 

"God and AIDS"      Coastal Room 
Facilitator: Rev. Thomas Bigelow/Gregory 

Satorie 
Workshop will discuss the "Power of a Loving 

God working in the AIDS crisis: A Christian approach." 

"Meditation and Spirituality" Great Valley C 
Facilitator: Joseph P. Rocha - Spiritual Counselor, 
Program Director, New Age Foundation of 

Charlotte 
Workshop consists of identifying to the 

participants the process of meditation and providing 
examples of how meditation and spirituality can be 
integrated into daily living patterns. Workshop includes 
one guided meditatioa 

"Co-Dependency: A Beginning"     Atlanta 4 
Facilitator: Katherine Holding, Counselor 
Workshop will explore some of the issues of co- 

dependency. 

Page 6 

'Lesbian and Gay Adult Children of Alcoholics and Co- 
Dependents" Atlanta 1 

Facilitator: Linda Regnier, RN/CAC 
This presentation is designed to promote an 

understanding of the family rules, roles and messages we 
develop as the result of growing up in a family, or living 
and working with individuals who are addicted to 
chemicals, money, sex, power, food, etc. 

"Couples, Inc.: An Army of Lovers" Piedmont Room 
Facilitator: J. Carey Junkin, Executive Director 
Couples, Inc. is the National Organization for 

Family Diversity. It grew out of organizing "THE 
WEDDING" at the March on Washington in October, 
1987. "THE WEDDING" was only the first time we will 

demand equal 
recognition of same- 
sex families. 

"Organizing for Sexual 
Freedom"     Atlanta 3 

Facilitator: Sue 
Hyde, Director, 
Privacy Project, 
N.G.L.T.F. 

Ms. Hyde will 
discuss sodomy law 
reform in the 
South...slrategies, 

Richardson & Perrault Photo by ETC. 

tactics, and victory! 

"Gay Film Festival" Cumberland A/B 
A series of full length films/documentaries will be 

shown continuously throughout the conference. See the 
Schedule Board for titles/times. 

11:45 a.m. -1:15 p.m WORKSHOP SESSION II 

'Uses and Abuses of Separatism"    Atlanta 2 
Facilitators: M. P. Schildmeyer, Feminist 
Attorney 
Gary Kaupman, Freelance Writer 
Workshop will be divided into three parts: 
1) Introduction to define the issues and process. 
2) Physical, verbal and written exercises to allow 

participants to explore their feelings about separation in a 
safe environment. 

3) Discussion of perceptions of separatioa 

'Tour Drinking is Killing Me"        Atlanta 1 
Facilitator: David Cook, M.D. 
Research has shown that 30% of the gay 

community is addicted to alcohol and other mood altering 
chemicals. If, as is estimated, there are 4-6 more people 
(lovers, family, co-workers) whose lives are impacted by 
these abuses, then much of 
the gay community has been 
touched in some way by 
addiction. 

"Homophobia" Atlanta 4 
Facilitator: Stewart 

Butler, SECLGM Board of 
Directors 

A group discussion of, 
homophobia's manifestations 
and implications in the gay 
and heterosexual community. 

"Confrontational Politics in 
the Age of ADS" 
Piedmont Room 

Facilitator: Act 
Up/AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power 

Guidelines to focusing on the power of change 

Colleene Colley 

within our Community in a non-violent but determined 
method. 

"Being Gay /Lesbian in the Smaller Southern Cities: 
The Frustrations and Joys of It All!" Great Valley A 

Facilitator: Joseph E Smith, R.N., M.S., C.S. 
Discusses how to 'cope' and 'survive' in smaller 

Southern cities where there is no sense of "community." 
How to meet other gays and lesbians, activities available, 
and support systems needed 

"Fundraising: Methods, Procedures and Skills" Coastal 
Rom 

Facilitator: Ixland R. Wykoff, SECLGM Board 
of Directors 

Workshop examines the various methods and 
purposes of fundraising and develops skills for effective 
and efficient fundraising projects your organization can 
implement. Resource paper will be given to participants. 

"Caring for Yourself As A Caregiver" 
Atlanta 3 
Facilitator: Ron Lowe 
Issues involved in caring for friends with AIDS. 

1:15 - 2:30 p.m. LUNCH On Your Own 

2:45 - 4:00 p.m. WORKSHOP SESSION III 

"Volunteer Training - Fund for Human Dignity" 
Great Valley C 
Facilitator: Catharine A. Bishop 
The workshop will include a brief history of 

the National Gay/Lesbian crisis-line and structure of 
the Fund for Human Dignity training for volunteers. 

'The Role of Direct Action Groups - Organization, 
Training and Maintenance" Coastal Room 

Facilitator: Bill Hunt, Vice President, Dallas 
Gay Alliance 

Gary Bellomy, Coordinator, 
G.U.T.S. 

Workshop is designed to educate participants 
in the role of direct action groups in applying pressure 
and raising consciousness on gay/lesbian and AIDS 
issues in your community. Will discuss the development, 
from concept to working reality, of the Gay Urban Truth 
Squad. 

"AIDS: Building Community Awareness and 
Networking 
in Smaller Communities" Piedmont Rom 

Facilitator Leslie Kooyman, Director/Metrolina 
AIDS Project 

Knowing your agency's strength, how to approach 
other agencies, and effectively using the media. 

"Gay and Lesbian Parenting" Atlanta 2 
Facilitator: Lee E Bright, Secretary, GLPCI 

Int'l/Atlanta 
Issues discussed will include:  gays and lesbians 

as parents; becoming parents and step-parents; 
coming out to the children; literature available; 
legal issues, including custody and finding an 
appropriate lawyer; starting a local chapter. 

'Natural Dealing for the Immune System" 
Atlanta 4 
Facilitators: Janice Blitzer, M.P.T., R.P.T. 

Dr. Sydele Feldman 
Workshop deals with chakra balancing, 

acupressure, applied kinesiology/chiiopractic and 
nutritioa Self-help techniques for strengthening 
Jhe natural body defenses and aligning your 
anolional, mental, spiritual and physical selves. 

"Creative Body Sculpting" Atlanta 1 
Facilitator: Colleene Colley, '84, '85, '86 National 

Weightlifting Champion, '86 International Weightlifting 
Champion, '87 Southern Grand Prix Body Builder 
Champion. 

Ms. Colley will demonstrate techniques in 
Muscle-Reshaping-Toning for beginners as well as 
advanced. 
4:15 -5:30 p.m. WORKSHOP SESSION IV 

"Calling Queen's X: Feminist Strategies in a Patriarchal 
World" Atlanta 2 

Facilitator: Kay Leigh Hagan, Consultant/Writer 
In our intimacies, careers, and culture, we 

confront a system based on dominance. As we develop 
feminist values - which encourage creativity, cooperation 
and diversity - how do we continue to operate in social 
settings that challenge us at every turn? This workshop 
offers tools for everyday problem-solving from a feminist 
perspective. 
"Meditation for Self-Healing and Self-Empowerment" 
Great Valley A/B 

Facilitator: Brenda L. Hawkins, Ph. D. 
Workshop will introduce meditation and explain 

how it can help lesbians and gay men heal and empower 
themselves from the inside out. Includes instructions in 
basic meditation. 

"The March on Washington and Back to the Statehouse" 
Atlanta 3 
Facilitator: Sue Hyde, Director, Privacy Project, 

N.G.LTE. 
Five issues to take to 

your State Legislature and 
how to get there: 1) 
sodomy law reform, 2) 
civil rights protection, 3) 
hate crimes, 4) AIDS, 5) 
family issues. 

'Living with AIDS in the 
Black Community" 

Atlanta 1 
Facilitator: Fred 

Ware, Jr. 
Black PWAs and 

their counselors share 
their experiences in dealing with homophobia and trying 
to educate the black community about AIDS. 

"Developing an AIDS Service Organization in a 
Piedmont Room 
Smaller Community" 

Facilitator: Leslie Kooyman, Executive Director, 
Metrolina AIDS Project, Ron Lowe, Funding 

Chairman. 
Building the foundation, development of Board 

members and funding of the organization. 

"Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Leather 
But Were Afraid to Ask" Coastal Room 

Facilitator: Claudia Archibald 
An overview of the full spectrum of leather 

activities will be presented. Terminology will be 
explained and 
equipment will be f^ 
described from 
costumes to S/M. 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
DINNER        On 
Your Own 

7:00-8:00 P.M. 
CASH 
BAR/RECEPTION 
Georgia Ballroom West 

Sponsored by: 
Friends Atlanta and 

The Atlanta 

Fred Ware Jr. 
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J. Michael Clark 

Business & Professional Guild 

8:00 p.m. CONCERT- 

A© Bvetiij of Comedy 
Georgia Ballroom 

Easi&Center 
Featuring: Linda Moakes & Tom Ammiano 

Emcee: Sabrina Sojoumer 

SATURDAY, APRIL 16 

8:00 a.m. REGISTRATION OPENS 
Blueridge B 

8:00-8:30 a.m. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Georgia East/Center 

8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. EXHIBIT VENDORS 
Exhibit Hall 

(Lower Level) 

8:45 -10:15 a.m. WORKSHOP SESSION V 

"The Role of Gay and Lesbian Student Groups" 

Atlanta 2 
Facilitator: Shannon McNeal/Gay Student 

Alliance, Georgia State University 
Workshop will discuss ways in which gay/lesbian 

student groups can promote positive attitudes about 
homosexuality and be good role models on university 

campuses in order to fight homophobic attitudes of 
j students, faculty 

I and staff. 

"The Liberating 
Power of Stories 

- Gay Male 

Fiction 

and Literary 
Criticism" 

Great Valley B 

Facilitator: J. 

Michael Clark, 
MDiv., Ph.D. 

This 
workshop will 

examine the 
importance of 

reclaiming our group experience, through gay fiction, as 
an empowering source for our efforts toward gay 

liberation, while also elucidating some of the problems 
which arise for those individuals who are developing a 

gay literary critical method. 

NAMES Project Piedmont Room 

Facilitator: Ken Kimsey, Staff Support NAMES 
Project\ Director of Development, AID Atlanta 

An overview of the Memorial Day Weekend visit 
of the NAMES Quilt to Atlanta on May 29-30,1988. 

Videotape presentations of the Quilt's inaugural display at 
the March on Washington in October 1987 and a feature 

story on Cleve Jones, creator of the project 

"The Workplace and You" Suwanee Room 
Facilitator: Michael Roland 

Discussion of being lesbian and gay in the 
workplace. Topics will include: to be closeted or not; 

benefits; being part of management; and more. 

"Parents and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays" 

Atlanta 4 

Facilitator: 
Lauretta Rouse, 

President P-FLAG 
A panel 

discussion by parents 
and friends of Lesbians 
and Gays. Audience 
participation welcome. 

"How Can 1 Work With 
Them if I Can't Even 
Talk to Them?" 
Coastal Room 

Facilitator: Sue 

Hyde, Director, Privacy 
Project, N.G.L.T.F. 

Workshop examines the pleasures, obstacles, 
pitfalls and rewards in mixed gender/race organizing. A 
facilitated discussion. 

"Assertiveness Training" Great Valley"A 
Facilitator: F. Anne Brown 

Experimental training session for men and women 

to encourage open and honest authentic expression of Self 
using assertiveness skills. Workshop will explore blocks 

to assertiveness through definition of terms, exercises to 
overcome blocks and empower the individual. 

"Self-Care for Care Providers: Taking Care of Ourselves 
and Surviving the Epidemic" Atlanta 3 

Facilitator: James L. Sacco, M.S.W. 

A workshop designed to assist people involved in 

AIDS service to work to identify certain inherent 
stressors, to acknowledge their personal struggles, and to 

identify the significance of self-promoting behavior in 
their lives. 

"United We Stand"   Atlanta 1 

Factlitator: Deb Elder, Co-Chair, SECLGM'89 
Dallas 

Understanding Men-space and Women-space to 
bring cohesiveness to our community. 

"The National Gay and Lesbian Rights Congress" 

Great Valley C 

Facilitator: Ron Lambe, SECLGM Board of 

Directors 
A workshop on the forthcoming National Gay and 

Lesbian Rights Congress in November to promote the 

National March demands. How to select delegates. How 
it will work. 

"Gay Film Festival" Cumberland A/B 

A series of full length films/documentaries will be 
shown continuously throughout the conference. See the 
Schedule Board for titles/times. 

10:30 a.m. ■ 12:00 Noon WORKSHOP SESSION VI 

"Building the National Mailgram Campaign/Emergency 
Atlanta 2 

Response Network/National Grassroots Infrastructure" 
Facilitator: Lee Bush, National Field Director, 
Fairness Fund 

This workshop will include field associate 
recruitment and a national overview. Group will break up 

to network with each Stale coordinator. 

National Association of People With AIDS 
St. Mary's 

Facilitator: KurtRahn        (25th Floor) 
What is it? How docs it differ from other AIDS 

service organizations? What can it do? How to organize 
one in your community. 

"Are We Really That Different?"     Atlanta 1 

Facilitators: Sabrina Sojoumer/Larry Lucas 

A group 

discussion on sexism 
in the lesbian/gay 

community through 
an exploration of the 
myths and prejudices 
between lesbians and 
gay Men. 

"Expectations and 

Disappointments" 
Suwanee (25th 

Floor) 
Facilitator: 

Eppie Sheilds 

role the Synagogue plays in our lives. 

"Adult Children of Alcoholics Playshop" 

Coastal Room 
Facilitator: Barbara N. Dick, Institute of 

Transpersonal Psychology 
A workshop for ACOAs or similarly 

dysfunctional families. Workshop will include: 
Meditations-movement meditations-art as 

meditation-creativity through play-humor- 

spirituality as fun dance-yoga-breathwork. 

"Atlanta 88"      Piedmont Room 

Facilitator: Christine R. Riddiough, 
Executive Director, National Association 
Gay/Lesbian Democratic Clubs 

This workshop will focus on the activities 

in Atlanta during the 1988 Democratic National 
Convention in July. The workshop will provide 
participants with an outline of planned events, 

including the caucus of L/G delegates and will help 
suggest ways for people to participate. 

Sabrina Sojoumer 

Rebecca Ranson 

A workshop on self-esteem. 

"Gay Spirituality and Theology: Claiming the Past, 

Envisioning the Future" Coastal Room 
Facilitator: J. Michael Clark, M.Div., Ph.D. 

Examines the development of resources for gay 

spirituality, apart from institutionalized religion, including 
mythological archetypes, the native American berdache, 

gay St. Aelred's "theology of passionate friendship," 
feminist theology, and the impact of AIDS, as well as 

sketching an outline for how we might develop an 
assertive gay liberation theology 

simultaneously drawing upon the Judeo- 
Christian tradition while refuting its 

homophobic institutionalized manifestations. 
Open discussion to follow presentation. 

"Writing Plays With Your Community" 

Piedmont Room 
Facilitator: Rebecca Ranson 

Playwright Ranson explores writing 
plays with your community about issues and 

concerns within the community. Ranson is the 
writer of "WARREN," one of the first AIDS 
plays in the country and has developed a 

method of responding to issues through the 
arts. 

12:00 Noon -1:30 p.m. LUNCH   On Your Own 

1:45 -3:15 p.m. WORKSHOP SESSION VII 

'The Golden Gays" Great Valley A/B 

Facilitators: Miriam Carroll and Marsha M. Bond 
The film "Silent Pioneers" will be shown with 

discussion to follow about issues raised. Ageism in our 
community; retirement; housing; sex and aging. 

"Why Do We Need A Lesbian/Gay Synagogue" 

Atlanta 1 
Facilitator: Robin Joy Brown, Bet Haverim 

Congregation 

Workshop will include a short history of Bet 
Haverim Gay and Lesbian Synagogue. Addresses issues 

such as: Why we need a lesbian/gay Synagogue and what 

"Homophobia: Its Power for Paralysis" 
Atlanta 4 

Facilitator: Jack Ahlers, Ph.D. 
This workshop will attempt to identify the self- 

destructive forces of homophobia within our culture and 
those feelings directed at ourselves. By working through 

it, we can discover a renewed sense of what we are about 
and where we might be going. 

'The Buddy Volunteer Program"     Atlanta 3 

Facilitator: Jim Knoll-AID Atlanta Buddy 
Captain Coordinator 

Workshop will include a discussion of the role of 

a Buddy. Participants will divide into small groups and 

give case studies. A presentation of how the program is 

coordinated with the agency and administered by 
volunteers. 

'The School of Gentle Hands" 

Suwanee (25th Floor) 
Facilitator: Charles 

E. Hall, Ph.D. 
Healing AIDS with 

alternative methods: 
acupressure, acupuncture, herbs, 

meditation and breathing 
exercises. 

"AIDS & The Homeless: 

Housing Alternatives" 

St. Mary's 
Facilitator: Kurt 

Rahn        (25th Floor) 
A panel presentation 

from NAPWA and AIDS Social 
workers discussing problems 

and solutions dealing with housing PWAs. Developing 
hospices, funding resources and diverse client 

populations. 

Kurt Rahn 

"Parenting"       Atlanta 1 

Facilitator: Leigh VanderEls 

A panel discussion with parents in a variety of 
parenting situations. Topics: legal issues, insemination, 

coming out to your children, maintaining long-distance 
relationships with your children* 

Leigh VanderEls 

3:30 - 5:00 p.m. WORKSHOP SESSION VIII 

"Lesbian Health Issues" Atlanta 2 
Facilitator: National Black Women's Health Project 

"Men Recovering from Incest"        Coastal Room 
Facilitator: Mike Lew, 

M.Ed, and Tom 

Harrington, ACSW, LICSW 

This is a workshop for male 
survivors of incest 

and other sexual abuse. Also, for 
professionals who work with men in 
recoery. Topics include: cultural 
factors, incest in general, specific issues 

for men who are victimized 

"Organizing and Maintaining A 
Gay/Lesbian Alumni/ae Atlanta 4 

Organization" 
Facilitator: Steve Snell, Chair - 

William & Mary GALA 
Workshop will explore how to 

organize, establish and maintain a 

gay/lesbian alumni/ae organization. 

"AIDS: What's Happening Now - Private and Federal 
Views" Atlanta 3 

Facilitator: Wayne Nidiffer, Ed.D., AID Atlanta 

Robert Barnes, CDC 
An overview of the most recent developments in 

AIDS from both the privale organizations and Federal 
agency. 

"Gay & Lesbian Vote.1988" Piedmont Room 

Facilitator: Christine R. Riddiough, Executive 
Director, National Association Gay/Lesbian Democratic 

Clubs 
Workshop will focus on gay & lesbian 

involvement in the '88 elections. It will consider both the 
Presidential election and its potential impact on OUT 

community and local activities, including the campaigns 
of openly gay men and lesbians. 

5:00-7:00 p.m. DINNER On Your Own 

7:00-8:30 p.m. HAUDALLAH SERVICE 
Atlanta 1 
Bet Haverim Congregation 
Bet Haverim will supply the prayer books and all 

other necessary equipment 

7:00-8:00 p.m. CASH BAR/RECEFITON 
Georgia Ballroom West 

Sponsored by: GAPAC 

8:00 -10:00 p.m. KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Georgia Ballroom 

CONCEIT PROGRAM 
East & West 
Featured Keynote Speaker: Mab Segrest 

In concert: The Atlanta Gay Men's Chorus, The 
Atlanta Feminist Women's Chorus, Carolyn Mobley. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 17 

9:00 -10:30 am. Ecu-Spiritual Service 

Atlanta 1 

Sponsored by: African American Lesbian and 
Gay Alliance 

10:45 a.m. -12:00 Noon CLOSING ASSEMBLY 
Georgia Ballroom 

- Annual Membership Meeting of SECLGM, Inc. 

East & Center 
- Presentation of 1989 Conference Site, Dallas, 
Texas 

- Closing Remarks 

Atlanta Gay Men's Chorus 
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THE SOUTHERN VOICE CALENDAR 
<* * 

This Week's Highlights )   fc 

• Southeastern Conference for Lesbians and Gay Men- April 14-17. "Nothing's Going to Stop Us Now!" 
The 13th Annual Conference focuses on furthering individual growth while promoting regional 
communications and networking. Join in on workshops, plenary sessions, exhibits, and great entertainment including 
our own Atlanta Feminist Women's Chorus and the Atlanta Gay Men's Chorus in joint concert. Also, Linda 
Moakes& Tom Ammiano are guaranteed to tickle your fancy and your plain! April 15th. 8:00 PM. $10. 
• Urban Bush Women- April 14-16. Craig Harris' latest compositions for his ongoing work with Urban Bush 
Women (those women dancing across your page) transcends categorization. Guaranteed to blow you away. 
Seven Stages/Collective Theatre. Tickets $12 at the door, $10 in advance. 524-3399.Photo by Carol Rosegg. 
• Gay Civil Rights: An Outgrowth of Traditional American Values? April 20. Emory panel discussion with 
panelists Atlanta Councilperson Mary Davis, United Methodist Minister Rex Kaney, Atlanta Constitutions 
Tom Teepen, ACLU lawyer Kathy Wilde. Emory University, White Hall, Room 110. 7:30 PM. 373-9456 
or 527-7030. 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

14 • Southeastern Conference for 
Lesbians and Gay Men through the 
17th at the Pierremont Plaza Hotel. 

• Caroline Aiken Band- at Little 
5 Points Pub on the 14th and 15th. 

• NAMES Project Quilt- The Rev. 
Kathryn Cartledge, Dir. of Pastoral 
Services at AID Atlanta will discuss 
the events planned and how to get 
involved when the Quilt comes on 
Memorial Day weekend. 7:30 PM., 
Charis Books. 524-0304. 

21 • MACGLO- 7:00 PM. Peachtree 
Library. 633-4754. 

• Amanda Gable Returns- 
7:30 PM. Charis Books. 
524-0304. 

• A Traveling Jewish 
Theatre. Seven 
Stages/Collective Theatre. 
8:30 PM. Also on April 23 
&24. 524-3399.Photo by 
Bruria. 

• Linda Moakes & Tom Ammiano 
at the Southeastern Conference. 
$10. 

• Divine Dietrich Series, 
"Marlene"- 8:00 PM. in the High 

Museum's Rich Auditorium. 892-HIGH. 

• Urban Bush Women "HEAT"- 
A world premier. Through 
tomorrow at Seven 

Stages/Collective Theatre. 8:30 
PM. $12 at the door, $10 in 

advance. 524-3399. "Lifedance 
Trilogy" photo by Hakim Mutlaq 

Caroline Aiken 
Band- at Little 5 
Points Pub, tonight and 
tomorrow. 

• Celeste Miller- "True 
Stories From New 
Jersey" and other 
works. Seven 
Stages/Collective 
Theatre, 8:30 PM. 
524-3399. Photo 
Opposite. 

16 • Atlanta Dogwood Festival 
weekend in Piedmont Park. A two 
day fun-filled extravaganza. Hot-air 
balloon rally, music, cabaret acts and 
more. Most events free. Noon to Dusk. 

• Whitewater Canoeing with AVS (Atlanta 
Venture Sports). 872-7996. 

• L.I.F.E. at the Hot Air Balloon Race- 
Piedmont Park 493-3966. 

23 

• Circle of I 
tentialist Chi 

• Ramsey 
The Fox. 881-1977. 

24 • B. B. King- 
Blues, 7:00 PI 
West Peachtra 
Reserved Seal 

•Robert 
Cunningham- Piano 
concert. 7:30 PM. 
Jim Scott Skyland 
Center Studio, 
633-6372. 

Photo Opposite. 

• L.I.F.E. Bowling & Br 
Square; Brunch at Pharr ] 

SOUTHERN 

\OCE 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

see page 15 

The Atlanta March 
Committee 

More than a phase- 

Next Meeting:April 12 

7:30PM-Highland Branch Library 

377-8312 

Personal Wellness 
through 

Transpersonal Counseling 

» Piycholh«iopy • Beiohorithip Counting 
» imog«'y and Healing • Mediiaiion 
»Cemo<ing arid AMunementi • Chokia Balancing 
• Ail-at Cognidon • Pasl U« Ihoiopy 

DANIEL TRUSSELL, M.Ed. 
242-2021 

Inner Harmony lor Stressful Time 

• •  •  QUALITY   •  • * 

I    COMPARE   \ 

o C^Dptical 5 
o     Stores 
_i FOR 
w       EYEGLASSES 
.    CONTACT LENSES n 
• 2441  Cheshire Bnrjge Rd. 
.    404 636-9727 or 636-9811 

• • LOW • PRICES • 

Spiv mmt 
1132 HI. Peachtree St. 
Atlanta, Ga. 30309 

for further information cal 
(404)874-7926 
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Next Week's Highlights 
'•Amanda Gable Returns to Charis Books. April 21st. The author of "Go Get a 
Girlfriend" reads stories that weave together fiction, history, myth and bold-faced lies. 
Don't miss Amanda's new story "Famous Lesbians I Haven't Known" and excerpts 
fromhemovd-'m-yrogrcss, Running Away. 7:30 PM. Charis Books & More. 419 
Moreland Avenue. 524-0304. Interpreted for the hearing-impaired. Sponsored in 
part by the City of Atlanta Bureau of Cultural Affairs. 
• Celeste Miller's True Stories from New Jersey. A personal account of suburban 

life in the 60's. April 22nd. Celeste, said the Los Angeles Times, is 
"enormously gifted as a storyteller, witty personable, inventive and energetic. 

»!She has the knack for integrating word, movement, rhythm and effect." Seven 
Stages/Collective Theatre. 8:30 PM. $10 at the door, $8 in advance. 524-3399. 

Robert Cunningham, a member of Friends Atlanta, in a piano concert performing works by 
Scarlatti, Chopin, Liszt and original compositions. April 23rd. Free Admission. Jim Scott 

Skyland Center Studio. 3412 Ckirmont Road. 633-6372. Support your Friends! 
1 Because Pretty Girls Aren't That Smart- April 27th. A detective thriller by Patty Lynch. 
Innovative and bold, Lynch uses the structure of the classic detective story to look at the 
myths about the helplessness of women. Performances run through May 21st April 27th, 
preview night, is a benefit for AID Atlanta. Horizon Theatre. 1083 Austin Ave. in Little Five 
Points. 8:00 PM. $10.584-7450. 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 
ealing- The First Exis- 
ch, 3:45- 5:30 PM. 

swis/Angela Bofill- at 

Legendary King of the 
A. at Center Stage, 1374 
e Street. $16.50 
s. 873-2500. 

unch- Bowl at Fashion 
library. 493-3966. 

I 
• LEGAL- Legislate Equality for 
Gays and Lesbians. 7:00 PM. 
Peachtree Branch Library. 875- 
7500. 

19 • GAPAC- Greater Atlanta Political 
Awareness Coalition Board meeting. 
Open to all interested parties. 888- 
0510. 

• AID Atlanta New Volunteer orientation session 
7:00 PM. 1132 West Peachtree Street. 872-0600. 

25 • Boink Dee Deek Little 5 Points Pub, 
$3. 

• Atlanta March Committee- Wants 
You! Come on and help with Spring 
AIDS Action. 7:30 PM. North 
Highland Branch Library. 

• Gay Civil Rights: An outgrowth 
of traditional American values? 
Emory University, White Hall, 
Room 110,7:30 PM. 

• Rache Alpert with Klemchak- Little 5 Points 
Pub. 

Military Uniform Party- 
Bulldog & Co. 9:00 PM. - 
Midnight. A benefit for 
PWA Housing. 872-3025. 

• Because Pretty Girls Aren't 
That Smart- Horizon Theare. 

&   *     Benefit for AID AUanta. 8PM. $10. 
584-7450. 

• Timothy A. Burns: A Retrospective H. L. 
Stine Fine Arts. 881-9406. Through April 30th. 

A Literary Journal for 
Lesbians & Gay Men 

Available at your local bookstore 

k. lee smith 
GRI, president's club 

1988 atlanta board million dollar club 

KDTVIRIIV   of buckhead 

2911 piedmont road 
atlanta.georgia 30305 
olfice:404/233-4633 

CH rffl MISj 

S.A.M.E. 
Southeastern Arts, Media 
& Education Project, Inc. 

PSYCHIC INTERVENTION 
• Mending Broken Hearts 
• Healing Physical Hurts 

• Strongly Gay/Lesbian Sensitive 

MELANIE REITZ, Psychic 
(404)446-2111/448-1501 

Clinically Trained in Crisis Intervention 

ATLANTA 
May 29th & 30th 



ORGANIZATIONS 

Registry 
AALGA- African American Lesbian/Gay Alliance. 
1st Sunday of each month. 4:00 PM. Quaker 
House. A politcal and social organization for black 
lesbians and gay men. 523-3376. 

ACLU/LG- American Civil Liberties 
Union/Lesbian&Gay Chapter. 3rd Wednesday of 
each month. Peachtree Branch Library .7:30 PM. 
Working for the civil rights of lesbians and gay men 
in the metropolitan Atlanta area. 231-5991. 

ACT- Atlanta Couples Together. Meeting times 
vary. A social support and educational outreach. 
432-1085. 

AFC- Atlanta Faerie Circle. 1st Sunday of each 
month. Location and time varies. Gay men who 
gather to support one another and explore their 
connections with the earth and white light. 
6224112. 

AGC- Atlanta Gay Center. 876-5372. Provides 
services and advocacy for the lesbian and gay 
community. Operated primarily by volunteers, 
AGC offers numerous services for lesbians and 
gays men as well as educational outreach to society 
as a wholeAGC Help Line-892-0061. Information, 
counseling and referrals. 

AGMC- Atlanta Gay Men's Chorus. A semi- 
professional community oriented chorus of male 
voices. Membership open to all interested singers 
and non-singers alike. 296-6581. 

AMC- Atlanta March Committee- More Than a 
Phase.2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month. 7:30 
PM. North Highland Branch Library. A community 
based activist organization that works toward 
promoting lsbian and gay rights through 
educational, social, cultural, and political events. 
377-8312. 

AVS- Atlanta Venture Sports. Activities and 
meetings vary. An association in which the 
membership enjoys recreational, social, educational, 
and sports activities. 2424899. 

AID Atlanta- A community-based, non-profit 
agency providing multiple services to all people 
with AIDS, their families and friends, and 

Making Room 
Spiritual Alternatives, 
Part ffl 
I am concluding this three part series with a look at two 

groups which fall into the category which I have 
arbitrarily named "alternative". By that I mean outside 
the traditional, western, dominant theologies. 

Vedanta is a universalist faith with undeiiying 
principles of Hinduism though people of many traditions 
participate. The premise of Vedanta is that there are as 
many religions as there are people and the cord that binds 
people is the search to discover the God within and the 
practice that enables that journey. The journey, the 
striving, is for realization and one's own enlightenment 
and for the good of the world. The Vedantas Society of 
Atlanta is an eclectic group, of which some are lesbian 
and gay. (A historical note: Christopher Isherwood was 
a devotee). Some choose to share their sexuality with the 
group and others do not, therefore no determination 
could be made of ratios of lesbian/gay participants. 

There are meetings every Sunday at 11:00 AM. at 
Paideia in the high school building. The group is 
currendy studying Swami Vive Kananda's book on raja 
yoga (meditation). There is also a Tuesday evening 
meeting in members homes for a study of the Bhagavad 
Gita. For more infoimation contact Jon Kasik at 636- 
7942. 

The Church of Religious Science was founded near 
the turn of the century and from the beginning women 
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education to everyone regarding the disease and its 
prevention. Community volunteers working with a 
small professional staff. New volunteers orientation 
sessions: 1 st and 3rd Tuesday of each month, 7:00 
PM.l 132 W. Peachtree SL (Entrance 13th Street). 
872-0600. 

AIDS Information Line-876-9944 (Atlanta); 1- 
800-551-2728 (State-wide)Answers to questions 
about AIDS, referrals, etc., by trained volunteers 
staffing phone lines from 9:00 AM-9:00 PM daily. 
A public service of AID Atlanta. 

Atlanta Feminist Women's Chorus- A 
community-oriented choral group of women's 
voices. Membership is open to all women 
interested in singing. Chorus practice held each 
Sunday, 6:00-8:30 PM at the First Existentialist 
Church at 470 Candler Park Dr. 355-8894 or 435- 
4498. 

Atlanta Lambda Chorale- A community-oriented 
choral group for both men and women. 
Membership open to all singers and non-singers 
alike. Rehearsals every Tuesday at MCC-Blcssed 
Redeemer, 800 N. Highland Ave. 7:30 PM. 874- 
1622. 

BWMT- Black and White Men Together. 1st 
Saturday of each month.8:00 PM. Location varies. 
A gay inter-racial organization committed to 
fostering a supportive environment wherein racial 
and cultural barriers can be overcome and the goal 
of human equality realized.794-BWMT. 

Circle of Healing-1 st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month.4:00 PM. First Existentialist Church. The 
Circle is open to anyone in need of healing, be it 
physical, emotional, or spiritual. 

Congregation Bet Haverim- Services 1st and 3rd 
Friday of each month at 8:30 PM. Shabbat Seder, 
2nd Friday of each month at 7:30 PM. Quaker 
House, 1384 Fairview Dr. Proudly serving the 
lesbian and gay community. Synagogue 
information line: 642-3467. 

Friends Atlanta- Activities and meetings vary. A 
social, recreational, and educational group for gays 
and lesbians. Volleyball, bowling, dinners, theater 
nights, and dances are among the activities. 634- 
2500. 

GALA- Gay Atheists of America. Meetings social 

have figured strongly into the leadership. According to 
Dr. Kennedy Shultz, the pastor of a local Religious 
Science congregation, there has never been a question of 
including women, blacks or lesbians/gays in the church. 
(At the same time they make no effort to recruit from 
among any group. It is an open church with only one 
class of membership.) 

Dr. Shultz describes Religious Science not as a 
religion but as "a scientific way of looking at spirituality". 
Religious Science teaches that the power we call "God" is 
the intelligence which creates life, not a "person in the 
sky". This intelligence lives in and moves through all the 
living and therefore every person is a point of God 
creating and of supreme value. Following that premise is 
that it is a mistake to make distinctions among people, 
that the way to live intelligently is to value each person 
for what/who S/he is. 

The congregation of about 1,200 has a ratio of 60% 
women/40% men, and about 30% lesbians/gays. There 
are two services, one at 10 AM and one at 11:30 AM at 
the Atlanta College of Arts auditorium (Woodruff Arts 
Center), 1280 Peachtree Street.  There is an inhouse 
healing group for members who are PWAs. For more 
infoimation, call 233-0364. 

In closing out this short series, I must add that there are 
a lot of groups who were not mentioned and a lot of 
alternatives not explored. We have the exciting, 
sometimes frightening tasks of finding our own ways and 
challenging the institutions and ourselves. 

• Connie Tuttle 
Connie Tuttle holds a Master of Divinity from Columbia 
Theological Seminary. She is currently "unordainable" 
in the Presbyterian Church (USA) because she is a self- 
affirming lesbian. 

in nature and at members' discretion.To assure 
freedom of speech; freedom from religion; to 
defend the separation of church and state; to assist 
in obtaining civil rights for gays and lesbians, and to 
offer non-believers an alternate social scene. 875- 
8877. 

GAPAC- Greater Atlanta Political Awareness 
Coalition. Meetings vary. The gay and lesbian 
political action committee monitoring and acting in 
the local political scene. 885-0510. 

GLPCI- Gay and Lesbian Parents Coalition 
International. 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month. 
7:30 PM. Unitarian Universalist Church. A support 
group for lesbian and gay parents. 296-8369. 

The Group- Thursday nights. Call the Gay Help 
Line at 892-0061 or write PO Box 15191, Atlanta, 
Ga. 30333. A support group for gay and bisexual 
men who are or who have been involved in marital- 
type situations with women. 

Integrity- Gay Caucus of the Episcopal Church. 
2nd and 4th Friday of each month. 7:30 PM. All 
Saints Episcopal Church-3rd floor of Ellis Hall. 

LIFE- Lesbians in Fun Endeavors. Meeting times 
and locations vary. Bringing professional gay 
women together for the fun of it, giving them the 
opportunity to make friends and enjoy a wide 
variety of events. 493-3966. 

LEGAL- Legislate Equality for Gays and 
Lesbians. 3rd Monday of each month. 7:00 PM. 
Peachtree Branch Library. The voice of lesbian and 
gay Georgians in the Democratic party. 875-7500. 

MACGLO- Metro Atlanta Council of Gay and 
Lesbian Organizations. 3rd Thursday of each 
month. 7:00 PM. Peachtree Branch Library. A 
representative council of lesbian and gay 
organizations to facilitate the exchange of 
information. 6334754. 

MCC Atlanta- Metropolitan Community Church 
of the Blessed Redeemer. Sunday Services at 2:00 
PM and 7:00 PM evangelistic service. Mid-week 
services on Wednesday at 7:30 PM.800 N. 
Highland Ave. Office hours Noon-6:00 
PMTuesday -Friday A Christian church 
proclaiming God's love for lesbiaas and gay men. 
Counseling available by appointment for 
individuals and couples. 872-2246. 

NAPWA- Atlanta Chapter of the National 
Association of People with AIDS. 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of each month. 7:00 PM. 1132 W. 
Peachtree St. A political, social, and educational 
organization which exists to confront the AIDS 
crisis. Membership is open to all individuals with 
AIDS or AIDS-Related Complex. 874-7926. 

PLGC- Presbyterians for Lesbian and Gay 
Concerns/More Light 1st Sunday of each month. 
Gays and lesbians gather over light foods to 
celebrate their Presbyterian heritage. 377-5830. 

SAME- Southeastern Arts, Media & Education 
Project, Inc. Organized to utilize the arts and media 
as tools for exploration, education, and change in 
human rights, especially those pertaining to the 
lesbian and gay community. 584-2104. 

UULGC- Unitarian-Universalist Lesbian and Gay 
Community .2nd Tuesday each month. 8:00PM. 
Unitarian-Universalist Congregation of Atlanta. A 
spiritual and social support group for religious 
liberals. Call for a copy of our newsletter. 634-5134. 

WOW- Women of Wisdom. 3rd Monday of each 
month. 7:45 PM. North Highland Branch Library. 
Aims to facilitate women meeting together with 
older women in a pleasant atmosphere. Offers 
timely programs of interest to the community, 
reaches out to older women and women with 
special needs. 

BECOME PART OF THE FUN!   WE INVITE EVERYONE. 

SOPRANOS, ALTOS, TENORS, & BASSES. 

One of the goals of the Atlanta Lambda Chorale is to build a choral ensemble made 
up of volunteers capable of singing accompanied and unaccompanied music, ranging 
from classical to popular, including "serious" and "fun" music- all in the service of our 
great city and our community. 

Not necessarily. 
No. Of course, it does help, but we can coach 

Do you have to be a trained singer? 
Do you have to be able to read music? 
you in that aspect. 
Do you need to be dedicated and regular in attendance?   You bet! Every successful "team" 
requires this. When you are given a place in the Chorale "team" you are expected to 
do your part each and every time. 
When and where are rehearsals?   We're so glad you asked! The Atlanta Lambda Chorale 
rehearses at the Church of the Blessed Redeemer, 800 North Highland Avenue. We 
rehearse very Tuesday evening at 7:30 PM. 

A part of each rehearsal is used for voice training, building musicianship, and 
understanding music- there is never any time like the present! 
Have a frank, open chat with either our Musical Director or General Manager about 
your strenghts and weaknesses. Perhaps you only need encouragement! Many good 
choral singers started just that way. 

ALC is open to both men and women. Everyone is encouraged to join. For more 
details call Bob Crice at 874-1622. 
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Burkhart's and Sports Page Sweep Hotlanta's Spring Invitational 
This past weekend, on March 26 to 

be exact, this roving sports reporter and 
his faithful roving sports photographer 
Jeannine, (actually, this was our first 
assignment, but she seemed faithful) 
had the profound good fortune to 
attend the Hotlanta Spring Invitational 
Tournament, hosted by the Hotlanta 
Softball League, at the Southside 
Recreational Center on Jonesboro Road. 
Folks, I am only sorry that my 
"peculiar" style of writing cannot imbue 
the extreme sense of team spirit, of gay 
and lesbian-ness, of just plain good ail- 
American fun, that hit you smack in 
the face the minute you arrived at the 
park. Because of this, and because the 
people themselves said it better than I 
could report second-hand, this article 
will contain many of the cheers 
overheard during the festivities. Of 
course, since my only desire is to make 
you, gentle reader, feel that you were 
actually a part of everything that 
happened, I will include directions on 
how you can do these particular cheers 
in the privacy of your own home. 
Before reading any further, you should 
now sing the opening bars of "Take 
Me Out to the Ballgame", fading out 
when you get to the cracker-jack part. 

Okay, you ready? We arrive at the 
ballpark around 11:00, just in time for 
the start of two games (obviously, play is 
simultaneously taking place on two fields): we 
have the Armory Falconettes playing against 
Sports Page, and Bulldog's men's team playing 
against Burkhart's. Time for the explanations. 
Here's who we have playing today. AV S 
Renegades, Bulldog's men's team and Bulldog's 
women's team (Meshugenahs), Burkhart's Pub, 
Toolulah's, Sports Page, and Armory Falcons 
(men) and Falconettes (women). 

Now remember, folks, this is my first outdoor 
event where it's actually a gorgeous day. We're 
talking sun and warmth! We're also talking 
several men, Softball players at that, lounging 
around with their shirts off (I've told you before, 
I'm only human). I fell in love twice, my 
faithful photographer only once. She probably 
would have upped her score, but the women don't 
have their shirts off. 

"Here we go, Bulldogs, here we go!" (clap, 
clap). REPEAT till tired or somebody stops. You 
all know the tune that goes with that, don't you? 
Now, on both of the fields, there are honest-to- 
God working scoreboards, and for the 
Bulldog's/Burkhart's game that started when we 
arrived, there is even an announcer with a great 
sport reporting voice. The spectators are eating 
this game up. Anytime something great happens 
on the field, the fans stand en masse, jumping up 
and down on the bleachers with gutteral 
exclamations of "Ooh, Ooh, Ooh!" The umpire 
throws me for a loop, though. He has an 
idiosyncratic way of holding both hands above 
his head, fingers spread wide, and, at the top of 
his lungs, yelling, "Aiieeee!" Now folks, I 
thought I had heard all the ways an ump could 
butcher the work "strike", but this is a new one on 
me. Also during the game, I notice the good ole 
sports-type ass-patting that occurs so frequently 
in "straight" professional sports games, although 
here there is just a moment longer hesitation on 
the cheek, but I never noticed an actual squeeze. 

It's now way past lunchtime, and, can you 
believe it, there's even a concession stand here, 
the thing I so sorely missed at the tennis 
tournament. Softball wouldn't be softball without 
a hot dog and a coke, am I right? So that's 
exactly what I got, a nice juicy ballpark frank that 
plumps when you cook 'em. At least they have 
weenies for me; once again, I feel sorry for 

The Spirit of "The Armorettes", cheerleaders for the Armory Falconettes, made 
everyone's day. Photo by Jeannine Quintana 

Jeanirine that they don't have any chicken breasts. 
Okay, let's move to the other field, Armory 

Falconettes against Sports Page. The other field 
may have an announcer, but this particular game 
has the Armorettes, a small but oh-so-vocal group 
of cheerleaders whose job it is to "raise hell and 
bring glamour to the activities," as they put it. 
Example: "Three up, hoo-hoo, three down, hoo- 
hoo." Now, to do this one at home, you have to 
slip into a falsetto on the hoo-hoo parts. Here's one 
I don't get "Come on juicy, hit the tree." Folks, 
there isn't a single tree on this field, and rightly so 
in my opinion. Maybe this is just a 
euphemistically phrased rquest for a home run. 
Like I said, I don't get it 

Now, at first, I must admit that I didn't think the 
women's teams were as vocal as the men's teams, 
but when the Falconettes retired to the bull-pen, I 
changed my mind instantly. All hell broke loose. 
Maybe their enthusiasm stems from the fact that 
this is the very first season for the women's 
division in Hodanta Softball in Atlanta. These 
women are psyched! "It's time to kick some ass!" 
For this one, you have to gradually inflect your 
voice upward on each word till you're got a vein- 
bulging scream on the ass part. (One more quick 
aside. Now that I have to consciously avoid 
gender-oriented writing, I was afraid that "bull- 
pen" was too sexist a phrase or place to 
let the women's teams retire. But after 
watching them play, and realizing that 
"cow-pen" would never in a zillion 
years get past my editor, I decided that 
"bull" will fit the bill quite nicely.) The 
men's field allowed me to see ass- 
patting, a baseball standard. Here on 
the women's field, I get to see another. 

They spit. After all was cheered and done, here's 
how the teams stacked up. Once more, "D" 
stands for defeated. 

People, people, people. You want to have a 
good time this summer? You want to hoop and 
holler with a whole lot of other self-proclaimed 
(or sympathizers of) homosexuals from all over 
these United States and points beyond? I can tell 

you exactly what to do. So can 
Jeannine, my faithful sports 
photographer. Pick a gay 
softball team, any team, pack 
yourself a big picnic lunch 
(complete with ball park 
franks, the kind that plump 
when you cook 'em) and be at 
Piedmont Park any Sunday 
beginning April 10, about 
11:00 am, and hoop and holler 
to your heart's content. You 
won't be alone, I promise you. 

Now I've got some other 
news for you, and you'll excuse 
me, I hope, if I get a little soap 
- boxy or sentimental. I have 
been transferred to Chicago, 
and by the time you read this, I 
will already be living there. To 
everyone who has helped me 
with this column, from all the 
great sports organizations and 
everyone involved with them, 
to the staff of Southern Voice, 
a great big Texas-size hug and 
a hearty "Thanks!" to all those 
who have touched my personal 
life (and you know who you 
are). I will miss you deeply. 
But if I have, in my own small 
way, touched your life, 
constant reader, or have 

brought a smile to your face, or have maybe even 
helped you to get involved,then I have 
accomplished a great personal goal, and can leave 
extremely satisfied with that knowledge. I have 
enjoyed the times I got to communicate with you, 
but the torch has passed. Keep the faith, folks. 

- Michael McMillan 

Melanie Smith slides hard for the Sports PageJVwto by Jeannine Quintana. 

Winner: Burkhart's (1 loss) 
Open 
Bulldog's D 
Burkhart's D 
Bulldog's D 
Armory      D 
Burkhart's D 
Bulldog's D 
Burkhart's   D 

AVS Renegades 10-1 
Armory 3-1 
Armory 6-1 
AVS Renegades 6-2 
Bulldog's        20-4 
Burkhart's       10-7 
Bulldog's        12-3 

Winner: Sports Page (undefeated) 
Women 
Sports Page D Toolulah's       16-1 
Armory Falconettes D Bulldogs's 14-0 
Sports Page D Armory Falconettes 12-6 
Toolulah's D Bulldogs 12-1 
Toolulah's D Armory Falconettes  14-8 
Sports Page D Armory Falconettes   11-4 

A Feminist 
Bookstore 

and more. . . 

Jewelry * records * children's 
books ♦ cards ♦ t-shirts * 

journals ♦ buttons 

Open 7 days a week 
In Little Five Points 

Franklin Abbott, L.C.S.W. 
Martha Lou Brock, L.C.S.W. 

Jane DeMore, R.N., M.N., C.S. 
Elaine Mueller, R.N., Ms.T. 

Ansley Therapy Associates 

Suite 120 • 1904 Monroe Drive • Atlanta, Georgia 30324 
(404) 874-8294 
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AIDS FOCUS 
The following is an excerpt from Ward 5B: Voices of AIDS by Rebecca Ranson to be 

published by Viking Penguin Press in 1989. The interviews for the book were completed in 
1984. 

Jesse had received his AIDS diagnosis a few hours before. He had Kaposi's but none of his lesions were 
evident to me. He had known when he left New York that he had AIDS. He left home to die in San 
Francisco. Jesse had led a double life - family man and gay man. He could not bear for his family to 
know the truth. He said that he had made their lives hard enough already by being an alcoholic and he 
would not put them through AIDS. So he boarded a plane under an assumed name and disappeared, giving 
his family and friends no warning and no way to trace him. 

I asked him if he felt that was fair to them and he told me that it was more fair than having his mother, 
his wife, his children know that he had slept with other men and was dying from AIDS. 

I asked about his lover. Jesse said there had been no lover, just multiple sexual partners in public places 
with no exchange of names. I asked if he didn't want someone with him for the duration of the disease. He 
said that he had always done everything alone and he could do AIDS alone. He talked about how 
supportive the people on the ward were, said that he had been given this robe, a toothbrush and soap from 
the supplies that had been donated by the community. That seemed to please him. 

Jesse had read about 5B in New York so he knew where he was coming when he left the city. He said 
that pacing the hall wasn't restlessness but the need for a drink. He laughed, told me they were putting him 
in a detoxification program the next day. "I don't know," he said. "I don't know how the drunks are going 
to react to a gay man with AIDS. It could be pretty rough." He paced the room. "I mean the hell of it is 

that I'm going to be sober for the first time in twenty years just so I can die with AIDS." 
He got tears in his eyes, talked about the drinking, said he always worked and he always kept a bottle 

with him, that the drink on the plane might have been his last. "Hell of a time to give up drinking." He 
said that he might just drink himself to death when things got rough, then he said he didn't want to die 
drunk. 

I asked Jesse what he would do if he got well enough to get out of the hospital for a while. He didn't 
know. He didn't know one person in San Francisco. He thought the Shanti people might be able to help. 
"I don't know about this dying stuff," he said. "I've thought about suicide." Jesse asked me what I would 
do if I was dying. I had spent some time thinking about it I found it impossible not to think about dying 
while watching people around me die. 

I had talked to another man whose lover had AIDS and the lover had decided to commit suicide if he 
got to the place where the pain was terrible. They had a pact that they would make the decision together 
and if that time came, they would do it as a ritual, plan it, make it beautiful. The lover's death would be 
something they would share. I told Jesse that story. 

We talked religion a few minutes; whether God would be angry if Jesse took his own life, whether he 
would have the nerve to do it, what it would feel like to know you were going to die in the next few 
minutes. 

Jesse looked tired. He had stopped pacing around and was very still, very thoughtful. "I can't believe 
this is all there is," he said. I gave him my address and phone number. "If you want to talk or something, 
call me collect," I said. He never called. I have no idea what happened to Jesse. 

- Rebecca Ranson 

Updates 
24 Hour AIDS Rally Scheduled 
for May 6-7: 
YOUR HELP IS CRUCIAL 

The Atlanta March Committee is organizing Atlanta's participation in the nationwide Spring 
AIDS Action '88. The Spring AIDS Action is coordinated nationally by the ACT NOW network, 
as nine consecutive days of AIDS awareness activities focusing on particular related topics. 
Atlanta's activities will include a Women and AIDS forum at Chads Books and More on May 5th 
and a 24-hour rally at the State Capitol beginning at noon on May 6th and culminating with a 
speaker's rally at noon on May 7th. Featured speakers include Michael Lomax, Dazan Dixon 
(Feminist Women's Health Center, Doris Burke (Outreach, Inc.), representatives from the Atlanta 
Chapter of the NAtional Association of People With AIDS (NAPWA), the Georgia Nurses 
Association, Red Cross, Department of Human Resources, AID Atlanta, Living AIDS Memorial 
Project (LAMP), and many others. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! Our goal is to have 200 people at the State Capitol at all times 
during the 24-hour time period in order to demonstrate our concern about the lack of response by 
our state government on this critical public health issue. We need people to make a committment 
to be present and bring their friends, lovers, family and organizations. We need people to work, to 
help us publicize the event and to help with events taking place at the Capitol. You name it, we need 
it. Our next meeting is at the Highland Branch Library on the comer of St. Charles Ave.and North 
Highland Ave. on Tuesday April 12th at 7:30 PM. If you can't be present, call Cathy Woolard at 
377-8312 for more information on how you can be involved. In the meantime, let your friends 
know that you plan to be there and that they should be too! 

Florida Gov. Calls for 
AIDS Quarintine 

Tallahassee, Fla. - Gov. Bob Martinez issued a 
histrionic call for quarantine of people with AIDS 
(PWA's) during his annual State of the State address 
before the joint Florida General Assembly April 5, 
1988. In his budget request for fiscal year 1988, the 
governor has asked for $20 million dollars to fight 
AIDS. 

Over 4,000 cases of AIDS have been reported in 
Florida since 1981, with 28,000 more cases of the 
deadly disease expected by 1991. 

"The time has come to quarantine those whose 
character and conduct are a clear threat to scoiety," 
said Martinez. He continued, "AIDS carriers who 
refuse to stop spreading this fatal disease should no 
more be allowed to roam free than criminals armed 
with a deadly weapon." 

The Florida Department of Health and 
Rehabilitative Services (MRS) and Martinez are 
apparently enamored of quarantining PWA's which 
they first tried legally in June of 1987.' Since that 
first attempt which was shouted down by a chorus 
of gay/lesbian, AIDS, and human rights advocates, 
HRS and Martinez have come up with the current 
proposal which would place the responsibility for 
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arresting "AIDS carriers" in the hands of the police, 
and require the court system to identify persons as 
public health risks. 

Although no report was available on the criteria 
HRS espouses for determining public health risks, a 
first-time offender would be subject to a form of 
house arrest - limited activities and restricted 
associations. Upon arrest for a second offense, a 
person "would be placed in a round-the-clock 
supervised living arrangement similar to a half-way 
house." 

Soviet Doctors Urge 
Construction of AIDS 

Hospital 
Moscow - Doctors in the Soviet Union want to 

build a special center for the treatment of AIDS 
patients, but construction could take four years to 
start 

Moscow Radio interviewed a leading Soviet 
AIDS expert who spoke of the plans, saying the 
building would be used to periodically treat PWA's 
for one or two weeks at a time. Valentin Pokrovsky, 
director of the Epidemiological Research Institute, 
complained that plans are moving too slowly, and 

AIDS 

Boston-\n an unprecedented cooperative effort, the publishing industry has joined together to 
make a free AIDS book available to consumers this June. 

The book, titled You Can Do Something About AIDS, contains forty-five short chapters, each 
outlining specific ways that individuals can help in the fight against AIDS. 

Every chapter has been contributed by a different person; the writers range from local AIDS 
activists to nationally known figures. Among them are Elizabeth Taylor, Harvey Fierstein, John 
Preston, Whoopi Goldberg, Jody Powell, and Greg Louganis. 

Sasha Alyson, head of Alyson Publications, has donated most of his time for the past nine 
months to coordinate the project "The book industry has never before contributed money and 
services to provide a free book to the public," said Alyson. 

predicted the disease would start spreading more 
rapidly in the Soviet Union. He stated that in 
December of 1987 there were 230 people in the 
USSR carrying the virus, and reported in the 
interview that one Soviet citizen was undergoing 
treatment for AIDS, while fifty other Soviets are 
registered as infected. 

Another doctor quoted during the interview 
reportedly said that plans for the requested building 
have been sent to the Moscow City Council where 
the project is moving extremely slowly. 

Aid Atlanta Benefit Sale 
On Sunday, April 17th, AID Atlanta will hold a 

benefit sale. AID Atlanta provides education to the 
community and social services to people with 
AIDS. 

The hours of the sale are from 10:00AM to 6:00 
PM, at American Legion Hall, 1071 Piedmont Ave. 
Rain date is set for Sunday, May 1. All donations 
are tax deductible. For more information call 524- 
4875 or 493-9321. 
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Kramer's "Heart" Sound but Sterile 
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Larry Kramer's The Normal Heart is a history 
lesson, a love story and a morality play built of 
multiple themes. AIDS, in its early days, when 
cases were first appearing, brings the lights up on 
this furious scrutiny of the values and validity of the 
gay community as it had evolved in the fifteen years 
from Stonewall to the play's beginning in 1982. 
Kramer's script is searing and brutal. The essence 
of its eloquence is agony draped in rage. 

The Alliance production succeeds by-and-large 
when judged on technical merit The ensemble is 
intelligent and well-trained. The blocking is varied 
and considerate of the full 
arena-the intimacy of 
which works well for the 
play. The set, lights and 
costumes are appropriately 
inobtrusive and functional. 
However, there are 
problems when other 
standards of judgment are 
employed. Director Charlie 
Hensley has chosen to 
explore such a narrow 
spectrum of possible 
realities within the confines 
of the script that he has 
shortchanged this ensemble 
and its audience on the score 
of credibility. 

The love story of Ned 
and Felix (Donald Berman 
and David McCann, 
respectively) is antiseptic in spite of a kiss in Act I 
the duration of which has to be something of a man 
to man record on an Atlanta stage. Maybe it only 
seemed extraordinarily long - you know, like 
kissing someone you don't want to kiss. The scene 
leading to that kiss, as Hensley has directed it, is an 
excercise in denial. That these actors were not 
directed to find methods to communicate honest 
attraction for each other undercuts the development 
of the action and impedes the work's thematic 
development. 

Otherwise, Berman's performance as the 
writer/activist addicted to confrontation, explores 
too little of the character's potential. His response to 
being expelled from the organization he co-founded 
is confusing. The actor's failure to convey some 
part of his personal pain through any emotion but 
rage is indicitive of the sterile and monotonous 
nature of the ubiquitous venting that drives this 
production. At that moment, if at no other, even 
though Kramer's writing takes Ned to the safety of 
the memorized rhetoric of his one man war, there 
has to be something happening within him that is 
akin to agony. Rage is too easy and fails the 
moment It also fails in his food throwing tantrum. 
Directing his pain toward Felix could work. It does 
not, however, because it is merely repetition with 
the volume turned up. 

Ned's relationship with his brother, Ben (Robert 
Kelly), is marginally believeable at best This is a 
serious flaw because on one level Ben should serve 
to objectfy Ned and his angry activist's life for the 
audience - an effective convention when it works. 
However, Mr. Kelly is quite a bit younger than the 
script would seem to have the character be and there 
is not even the slightest physical resemblance 
between these two men. These handicaps weaken 
the role. Also, Ben's love affair with his dream 
house is not grounded in any communicated need. 

Playwright Larry Kramer. 
Photo by Gene Bagnato. 

Is he ambitious, weary, or coveteous? Like too 
much of this production, there is admirable 
technique, but little in the way of growth and 
discovery. 

Stereotypical affectations only make a shallow 
approach to this script less believable. Eddie King 
as Qaig with his hand-on-the-hip swish in the 
opening scene and Brian Mercer as Tommy, the 
self-proclaimed "Southern Bitch," are prime 
examples. In both cases, less would be more. 
Richard Levine as Mickey at first seems destined 
for the same unsatisfying end, but in the evening's 

progress, he finds an honest 
subtlety. Levine's bum-out 
speech is a rare moment 
welcome for its complexity. 

Peter Thomasson as 
Bruce, a man grappling with 
the competing interests of 
his two lives ("straight 
acting and appearing" 
business man and gay man 
in the midst of the health 
crisis), does not fare well in 
group scenes as he tends to 
expand his movement 
beyond the need of the 
space. He is exceptional, 
however, in his private 
moments with Ned. In one 
such moment he subdues 
an internal explosion as he 
describes the illness and 

death of his lover. It's a horrifying speech. 
Thomasson's communication of frustration, fear, 
embarrassment pain and grief is gut wrenching. 

Joan Rosenfels as Dr. Emma Brookner, the 
physician on the front line of the unfolding crisis, 
manages to find more in the way of detail than most 
of her male counterparts. Despite the burden of 
exposition Kramer has placed in her lines, Ms. 
Rosenfels manages humor and confidence. Both 
are welcome. However, when she is denied 
research funding the audience sees little beyond her 
anger. Whatever else the actress may have brought 
to the stage, a tinge of insecurity, an instant of self- 
examination - anything human - is lost in her high 
speed roll to confront sections of the audience from 
her electric wheel chair - another choice that 
worked to impose denial through its expenditure of 
energy better spent elsewhere. 

Michael Stauffer's set is minimal if not 
incomplete. Large plastic panels painted with 
AIDS headlines and official statistics on the spread 
of the epidemic cover two walls of the theatre. The 
spray painted "graffiti" seems a poorly executed 
after-thought Too much care was taken not to 
paint over the headlines - an ironic choice for 
graffiti. David 0. Taylor's lighting design, gelled in 
the palest of hues, illuminates a world that is cold 
and stark. Jeff Cones costumes, obligatory 
overcoats and all, underscore the period. 

This production will be of particular interest to 
anyone who felt previous Atlanta productions of 
The Normal Heart were "messy" or "an emotional 
train wreck." The Alliance production is proof that 
the structure of the play is sound and workable. It is 
also proof that extraordinary production values and 
a wealth of human resources are no substitute for 
this play's foremost need: a normal heart 

- Johnny Walsh 

GREGORY Z. SCHROEDER 
Attorney At Law 

General Practice, Criminal Defense, Bankruptcy, DUI 

550PharrRd.,Suite333 
The Pharr Center 
Atlanta, Ga. 30305 404-231-5991 

SOUTHERN 

\OCE 
seeks mature and responsible salesperson 

for Display Advertising 
Work for yourself & for your community 

Write: 
The Southern Voice 

P.O. Box 54719 
Atlanta, GA 

30308 
or call Chris Cash at 584-2104 

habitat haven home hacienda hovel 
hotel house hideaway or hut 

Whatever your dream 
house may be... 

<? 0?  V   ?   ?  <?, 
■ •• • .   • . ••. 

c? 

... I would like to help you find that special 
place to hang your heart,,.. or sell that place 
your heart has outgrown. 

I LAM LiiiJiT 
■ DUI'RK-K 

REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

DIXIE CARD 
SALES ASSOCIATE 

(404) 892-9900 524-4002 

' The National Gay & Lesbian Task Force 
has an activist agenda for gay liberation. We 

work every day to create a society where lesoians and 
gay men can live openly, free trom violence, discrimination 

and bigoted misunderstanding. 

Every day, NGLTF's programs advance gay and lesbian freedom by: 

LOBBYING: Whether if s AIDS related discrimination, or gay rights protections; 
Whether opposing a judicial nomination or pressing for immigration reform, NGLTF 

lobbies the federal government on the full range of goy issues. 

ORGANIZING: With timely and critical projects on Anti-Gay Violence, Fvivocy Rights, the 
Media and AIDS discrimination, the Task Force challenges prejudice with constructive 

education. 

RESOURCE SHARING: Our 14 years of experience and contacts ore used daily to strengthen 
local efforts. 

Strengthen the Force that works for you! 
Join NGLTF Today! 

NGLTF Membership Form 

2 S30 Basic Membership 

I Monthly Pledge 

I     I    S20 Limited Income Membership 

[     I   S100 Organizational Membership 

Name 

Address 

City /State/Zip 

Telephone 

NGLTF membership brings you i) suoscnption to our quarterly newsletter: 2) tor organizational members, 
monthly organizers newsletter: 3) the ngnt to serve on and vote tor our Boara of Directors: ana 4) invitations 
to special forums and events around the country tor members only 

Return Form to: 
NGLTF 

1517 U Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

202-332^5483 
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KEEP REFRIGERATED 

Star Gays 
by ManiaProba April 15-30 

This is Taurus time! Not only the Sun but also 
Jupiter, the planet of benevolence, is in the sign of 
Taurus this period. Taurus people are wonderfully 
sensitive to others'needs. Male Taureans are like 
overgrown teddy bears, while the female of the sign 

tends toward the Koala. 

TAURUS After the 19th, the Sun 
and Jupiter in your first house and 

Venus in your second house promise 
a fortunate financial outlook indeed. 

Time to find a rich Pisces who wants romance with 
a determined, stubborn person such as yourself. 

^^\ GEMINI This period is an excellent 
^]Pfl one in which to do some self- 

change work and what better season 
in which to do this arduous task. 

After the 20th, intense stress will ease. 
Listen for a romantic message from an earth sign. 

CANCER Make a resolution on the New Moon of 
the 16th to get out with friends and 

partake of more social activities. 
Begin to carry the resolution out 
after the 19th. An Aries could be 

important at your job on the 16th. 

LEO After the 20th, your career 
may well take off. Be extra careful 
of your health on the 23rd and 24th 

while the Moon is in your sign. 
This is a time of effective 

communication for you, so speak up! 

, VIRGO Travel is advantageous 
' for you after the 19th. If you're 
taking a business trip, romance is 

possible on the road. Many planets are 
in earth signs now, so feelings may be hard to reach. 

LIBRA The Sun in your 8th house after the 19th 
adds to Jupiter benevolence in your 

latest attempt to salvage a bad 
situation. The Moon in your sign on 

the 29th urges you to postpone 
maianga decision, which is always good news for 
an air sign. 
^—~^SCORPIO Your prospects for 
f  \\    \ joining with others this period are 
f   f3nr_   1 highlighted by three planets in 
V   *\jj Capricorn, but old retrograde Pluto 

may lead you into trouble on the night 
of the 30th. 

SAGITARIUS You fiery archers 
are just surrounded by health issues 
and opportunities now. The Sun 
and Jupiter are both in your sixth 

house after the 19th so any exercise 
you get (in or out of bed) should be helpful. Take it 

.easy on the 25th. 

CAPRICORN You get a good 
chance to be creative in love on the 
20th. Find a Gemini and propose 

something unusual to both of them. If 
the answer isn't what you want, at least it'll be 

entertaining. 

AQUARIUS This is an excellent 
time to settle up old issues with 

family members. On the 28th, 
Uranus will help you find new meaning in the word 

'patience." 

2* PISCES Look out for a Cancer 
with mysterious eyes on the 21st - 

make no promises. This is a good 
time to put educational plans into action. 

ARIES Another year older but not 
necessarily deeper in debt since the 
Sun helps your financial problems 

along after the 19th. The New Moon on 
the 16th is no time for a new romance. 

Dear Nadisa 
"DEAR NADISA" arrived on the 
2:40 pm southbound train in search of 
the Lesbian community. Is there 
something on your mind? Send her 
your questions care of this newspaper 
(confidentiality assured) and look for 
your answer right here each issue. 

Dear Nadisa: 

My lover of one year is vegetarian 
and I am a devout meat-eater. Why 
she feels she has to preach the 
"virtues" of sprouts, roots and buds 
every time I put beef or fowl in my 
mouth is beyond me. I feel each 
woman to her own vittles, you know? 

Say "YES" to garlic bologna, deviled 
weiners, barbecued spare ribs and 
chicken livers wrapped, then baked 
in bacon slices. I'm with you. 
However, realize that some honeys 
"preach" because they care about 
you and want you to be as healthy as 
they think possible. You can remind 
her of the function of your incisor 
teeth or draw up a list of women 
champions who eat meat. Try to 
avoid the one about the pesticides 
that are sprayed on fruits and 
vegetables. And don't talk about the 
genetic engineering that is going on 
to "improve" the harvests of these 
eats. Why don't you make her happy 
and have a raw spinach leaf from 
time to time. 

Dear Nadisa: 

I am 18 years old and wildly in love 
with a woman in her 50s. I have gone 
calling on this woman and expressed 
my intentions which are honorable 
and serious. I know she is attracted to 
me, but she says our ages are a 
barrier. Nadisa, I truly love this 
woman. How can I convince her that 
my feelings are sincere? 

/ am sure she is already convinced 
that your feelings are genuine. And I 
have no doubt she is attracted to you. 
It is flattering to have someone desire 
you. On the other hand, it is fruitless 
to bestow "wild love" on someone 
when it is neither desired by the 
woman your heart is fluttering for 
nor reciprocated by her. One of the 
many allures of an older woman is 
her EXPERIENCE in the ways of the 
heart. You must show your maturity 
by being more realistic about your 
ability to sustain a healthy, fulfilling 
and lasting relationship with a 
woman who is 30-plus years older 
than you. Develop the friendship you 
already have with her. You may be 
quite surprised at the satisfaction you 
both can share. Follow her lead. 
Don't push. My Momma used to tell 
me, "If you force it, you'll break it." 

Dykes to Watch Out For by Alison Bechdel 

bittepS™eEt by Charles Haver 
y   ROM WHAT CMS. 
GATHERED,    LOVE-     IS A 

MARRIED,   WITH A FEW 
KIDS    AKX>  A    MOUTHUY 
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EMPLOYMENT 
AIDS Help, Inc., in Key VkSl Honda seeks an 
Executive Director. Qualifications required are 
a Bachelor's or masters degree in a related field, 
a proven record of communication skills, and a 
knowledge of grant writing, financial 
management, and public relations. Many 
benefits. Send resume by May 1st 1988 to 
Search Committe, AIDS Help Inc., RO. box 
4374, Key West Florida, 33041. (0) 
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1982 Mercury LN7-Bronze/tan, air, 
Stereo/tape, rear defrost, aluminum 
wheels, manual, 4sp. Very clean, 69,000 
miles, very good condition, $1500. 
Chris, 875-5709(0) 

Echo in the Woods-Poetry by Davin. 
Illustrated, 76 page book. Perfect bound. 
$7-ten note cards. Morning Glory Ink, 
P.O. Box 7695, Atlanta GA 30357 (0) 

PERSONALS 

You've seen him at Good Old Days. Or Five 
Paces. You've wondered, "Could he be...? 
No. No way." Well he is. And he's been 
looking for you for a long time. Young 
professional w/m, 24, sucessful, fun-loving, 
sincere, seeks GWM for ultimate friendship. 
If you understand how it feels to be caught 
between two worlds, not quite fitting in either 
one, please write. Southern Voice P.O. Box 
54719, Atlanta Georgia 30308 S.V.Box 
2200 (VI #6) 

GWM Young professional, handsome, tastes 
range from 96 Rock to Hank Jr. At ease with 
both straight and gay. Really just looking for 
a good buddy, someone to have goood times 
with, socially and possibly a relationship. 
Southern Voice P.O. Box 54719, Adanta GA 
30308 S,V. Box 2202 (VI #6) 
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gggg 

$9e8S 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Spring AIDS Action '88 needs you! 
Coordinators& volunteers for events. 
Spring Aids Action '88 needs your body to 
be a part of the 24 hour rally at the capitol!! 
this is your chance to tell Joe Frank to get 
off the pot! 377-8312.(1) 

Adanta Lambda Chorale-The only 
community-oriented choral group for both 
men and women. Membership open to all 
singers and non-singers alike. If interested 
call 874-1622 (I) 

Anyone interested in being involved in a 
local buyers club that would allow you to 
purchase AL-721 (egg lethicin) at a much 
lower price, contact Gregg at the ATlanta 
NAPWA office. The more people interested 
will mean even lower prices. Call 874-7926 
(O) 

Volunteer Counselers needed. Asthma 
camp needs pinch hitters for one week this 
summer. June 11-17. Designed for 
asthmatic children 8-16. Activities include 
swimming, canoeing, arts, etc... Prvious 
Knowledge of asthma not required for 
participation. Training provided. Call 872- 
9653. (I) 

Saturday, March 26,1988. Bulldogs. You: 
young, jeans, tee shirt, black hair, firey blue 
eyes, tech student Me: 501's, 30, blonde 
hair, button down, and into the same things. 
My lover and I have since broke up, and I 
think we could make it Respond through a 
personal ad if you want to give it a try. My 
name is Brian, and I really want to get to 
know you. Please respond. (O) 

27 yr. old GWM wishes needs 
correspondence with warm caring 
compassionate people! Currentiy in jail, will 
be out soon! (10 months) Needs friends, 
possibly employment! Wilting and ready to 
relocate upon release to Adanta area! 
Romantic at heart, can cook, clean, gardening, 
live in house man. Good looking somewhat 
feminine! Need friends most of all. All 
letters answered, if possible please include 
stamps, photo. Replyb to Terry L. Barkley 
#173128 P.O. box E. Jackson Michigan 
49204(1) 

The Atlanta Gay Center Library is 
reopening this summer and more 
bookes on gay and lesbian themes 
are needed. If youn have books to 
donate, please call 876-5372. (I) 

Typeing done cheap!!! Gay prison inmate 
needs to earn few extra SS$ can type 
letters, books, plays, stories, poems cheap! 
Youn name it, I'll type it! You send copy or 
original to me with instructions and 
postage and what you feel it's worth and 111 
type it and send it to you when done! Send 
anything will type any thing cheap! To 
Terry L Barkley P.O. Box E-173128 
Jackson Michigan 49204(1) 

We Care. And we will give you a 
fair price on the highest quality 
eyewear available. Optical Stores 
Inc., 2441 Cheshire Bridge Road, 
(404)636-9811. (I) 

ROOMMATES     B 
Candler Park Professional gay woman 
seeks same or gay man to share 2 bdr 
house $300 + 1/2 utilities. Call 378- 
6640 Lv. message. (VI #5) 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Paz y Lliberacion, a newsletter of lesbian? 
gay liberation events and groups in Latin 
America, Asia, Africa, Middle East, India, 
Europe. English. $3.00 for 6 issues. 
Sample free. PyL, Box 66450, Houston 
Tx 77266 (O) 

SOUTHERN 

\DICE 
CHEAP? THESE CLASSIFIEDS ARE 

CHEAF1 
SOUTHERN VOICE   NOW HAS THE BEST CLASSIFIED DEAL IN 

TOWN 
LIMITED TIME OFFER! BUY ONE WEEK AT OUR SPECIAL LOW PRICE, 

GET 2 EXTRA WEEKS FREE! 

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME RATES! 
*$3.00 FOR 30 WORDS 

*.25PER LETTER, AFTER 30 WORDS. FOREWARDING BOXES $2.00 EXTRA. 
*HEADLINE BOLD LETTERS, AND /OR CAPS $1.00 EXTRA 

*Immediately after your classified, in Parenthesis will be the last issue number your ad will 
appear. Example: (VI #6) means Volume #1, Issue #6. 

1—1 Employment 

□ For Sale 

[j Services 

LJ Roomates 

"2 Organizations 

jj Announcements 

]Real Estate □Other 
My text is (each box is for one letter, please leave a blank space 
between words): 

DEADLINE: 
Wednesday afternoon prior to publication every other Tuesday. 
•All ads must be pre-paid 
•No ads accepted over the phone. 
•Return this form to: Southern Voice, P.O. Box 54719, Atlanta, GA, 30308 
NAME  
ADDRESS      
TELEPHONE 

* IF RESPONDING TO A BOX NUMBER TO REPLY, PLEASE WRITE "S.V. BOX If " IN THE LOWER 
LEFT CORNER OF THE ENVELOPE. SOUTHERN VOICE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REFUSE, 

REWRITE, OR EDIT CLASSIFIEDS. SEXUALLY EXPLICIT ADS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

NAME  
ADDRESS. 
CITY STATE ZIP 

$. 1 YEAR $ 20 
PWA (FREE)   

I WOULD LIKE TO SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO: 

NAME  
ADDRESS. 
CITY STATE ZIP 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

SOUTHERN VOICE 
P.O. BOX 54719 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30308 
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Last 
February 1 had 

the good fortune to see 
Linda Moakes in 

concert at Winter 
Womyn's Music Festival in Charlotte, N.C. I had been 
hesitant about taking the trip; I had recently fallen in 
love and, though I hate to admit it, dreaded the thought 
of being" so far away for so long." (Yes, the concert 
was just a few hours away and I was only gone for two 
days.) 

To add to my misery, I was working the stage for the 
festival. Not a glamorous job, despite getting to meet 
the entertainers. I dragged through the first day and 
night but on Saturday evening Linda Moakes took the 
stage, and my self-pity and love-induced fog 
immediately lifted. 

Moakes is not a comedian. She is, however, a very, 
very funny teacher who reveals and dissects all our 
pimply imperfections. And she is a "healer", a self- 

description that 
sounds too 

"California" for me but, damned if 
it isn't true! Her act on that Saturday 

night in Charlotte healed me, at least 
temporarily. 

I spoke with Moakes a few days ago. When I 
told her how she had turned my weekend around in 
Charlotte, she was delighted; it was proof that her 
theory of humor as a healer holds true. 
"Physiologically, humor has a very positive effect", 
Moakes stated. "It's an aerobic work-out of sorts. 
Endorphins get kicked up and you feel more 
relaxed. It's very healthy." 

She continued, "I recently attended a conference 
on "the Power of Laughter and Play." Sid Caeser 
and Steve Allen were there and talked about how 
stressful their careers were in the early years. They 
were not having any fun. Both reminded us that we 
need to maintain our child-like traits. They're vital to 
our growth as a species. We need to keep our 
■beginner's mind' in order to have fun and heal 
ourselves, our relationships and the planet." 

Heavy, clean stuff. Not very funny cither, I 
thought. I kept thinking a joke or at least an 
anecdote would follow; she was non-stop with them 
on stage in Charlotte. But, no jokes. 

"It's a very spiritual process (the act) for me, too. 

When I'm on stage I'm working with my higher self." 
Moakes must have sensed I had difficulty with "New 
Age" language and stopped short. "It's esoteric, it 
sounds silly But, who cares?" 

Yea, who cares? Despite the trendy words and 
phrases, Moakes' sincerity comes through. She 
believes what she's saying, and she believes in the 
power of self-determination as well as the power of 
laughter, play and" the universe putting you where you 
need to be." 

"How to create the results you want in your life- my 
work is about that too," she said. "I made up this career 
and it's important for people to do that. If you don't 
know what to do, then make something up! The rest 
will follow." 

She also cares for her audience, giving off an almost 
maternal warmth. Perhaps that's left over from her 
teaching days. She taught speech and debate to 

teenagers for five years and left only because the 
system would not listen to her or the kids. "The system 
said kids learn from reading Julius Caesar, Moakes 
remembered. "But the kids and I wanted to learn in 
other ways. I was furious because 1 couldn't change 
anything. Now I know it's not my job to fix things." 

"I lost my identity when I quit teaching", she told 
me. "When I began doing comedy, I reclaimed it. I am 
comfortable on stage in front of a crowd. As an art 
form, comedy fits me very well." 

I was curious about her feelings about her comedy 
as a "politcal" act, if she felt that at all. Her material is 
well-balanced between lesbian/gay themes and 
"everybody" themes. She had said nothing in our 
conversation about being a lesbian. When I asked her 
about it, she turned the focus from herself to Tom 
Ammiano, with whom she has worked on many 
occasions. 

'Tom is so gay oriented and I'm not", she 
stated. "I'm not as focused on that subject He's 
politcally motivated and brilliant on many levels. 
I have a whole different way of being. I think we 
make a great combination." 

Despite Moakes' reticence to talk about the 
subject, she does perform some pointed and 
insightful pieces on lesbians and gay men. The 
Lesbian Handbook, an "absurd and neurotic" 
book written in 1976 that she stumbled upon, 
provides Moakes with tons of ammunition. And 
she uses it to make her point, once again, that 
laughter heals us and brings us together. "We are 
all the same," she stated. "No matter who we are, 
we all have these goofy ways of living and 
looking at things. And when we get together we 
celebrate our diverscness and our wholeness." 
That's probably the most political statement well 
get from Moakes, which is fine with me. I'd 
much rather be tickled and healed. Any time. 

■Christina Cash 

Linda Moakes. Photo by Irene Young 
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RETURNING BY POPULAR DEMAND IN A SPECIAL BENEFIT PERFORMANCE... 

A     MUSICAL     ABOUT     BEING 

8 PM, THURSDAY AND FRIDAY EVENING, APRIL 28-29 
PEACHTREE PLAYHOUSE. TICKETS $15. RESERWIIONS: 872-9678 

AIL PROCEEDS FROM THIS PRESENTATION OF DIFFERENT Win Go To BENEFIT THE NAMES PROJECT/ ATLANTA AND SAME, THE 

THE SOUTHEASTERN ARTS, MEDIA AND EDUCATION PROJECT; INC. 

rrornf 
III UUUULIULJ 

PROJECT 


