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Brittany Maher Editor in Chief
It’s time again for The Sentinel’s annual Best of KSU and once again we’ve consulted trusted experts on all things Kennesaw: KSU
Students! After all, who better to offer insight on what’s good in Kennesaw then the students who venture the town and campus
daily? Each year, students vote to decide on their favorite places to eat, meet, play and study around Kennesaw. Our growing
community has so much to offer it’s students, and your votes have narrowed it down to the very best. This year, we’ve expanded our
list of nominees and divided them into four categories including Best Eats, Best on Campus, Best in Town, and Best Sports. Whether
you’re hiking Kennesaw Mountain, playing Frisbee on the Campus Green, or sitting down at your favorite date night restaurant - we
encourage you to use this issue as a guide when exploring all Kennesaw has to offer. When you’re out and about, use the hashtag
#BestofKSU to share your experience with @KSUsentinel.

BEST PLACE TO
EAT ON CAMPUS

THE COMMONS
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BEST COMMONS
STATION
APRON STRINGS
2ND CAMPUS GREEN
3RD MISO CALIENTE

PAGE 3

BEST OF KSU

KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY | THE SENTINEL | APRIL 21 2015

BEST PIZZA
SPOT
MELLOW
MUSHROOM
2ND BIG PIE IN THE SKY
3RD UNCLE MADDIO’S
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BEST DATE
RESTAURANT
THE MELTING POT
2ND MARLOW’S TAVERN
3RD TED’S MONTANA GRILL

BEST BURGER
PLACE

BURGER FI
2ND FIVE GUYS
3RD COOKOUT
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BEST LATE
NIGHT SPOT

COOKOUT
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Imogen Farris Staff Writer
Cook-Out is the new fast-food
sensation spreading quickly
through the southeastern
states with a new location that
opened recently on Chastain
Rd. near campus. The restaurant
certainly has that quick and
cheap fast food feel, but with a
unique interior that will make
you feel like you’re in a log cabin
with KSU memorabilia on the
walls. The food is delicious with

unbeatable prices. The CookOut tray comes with one entrée
item, two sides and a beverage
for a grand total of $4.99.
Cook-Out is certainly unique
with its side items and offers
a wide variety from corn dogs
to chicken wraps. If something
sweet is what you’re after, CookOut also offers 40 different
flavors of milkshakes. CookOut is open late – till 3:30 a.m.

Sunday through Thursday, and
4:30 a.m. Friday and Saturday.
While guests can eat inside the
Cook-Out restaurant, there is
also a walk-up window option
and a drive-thru. With great
food, fast service and cheap
prices, Cook-Out is definitely
the best late night spot in
Kennesaw.

2ND WAFFLE HOUSE
3RD STEAK N SHAKE

#BESTOFKSU
@KSUSENTINEL

Matt Boggs | The Sentinel
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BEST MEXICAN
PLACE

BEST FROZEN
DESSERT

CHIPOTLE

COLDSTONE

2ND TINLIZZYS
3RD LOS REYES

2ND YOGO ONO
3RD BRUSTERS
THIRD PLACE

BEST BAR
SCENE

BEST LOCAL
BREWERY

MAZZY’S

SWEETWATER

2ND T.MAC
3RD DOWNTOWN WODDSTOCK

2ND RED HARE
3RD TERRAPIN
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Best ON CAMPUS
BEST PLACE
to study

BEST
parking deck

sturgis
library

central
deck

2nd
3rd

BEST on-campus
housing
university
village
2nd
3rd

2nd
3rd

owl space
the green

arc
village suites

west deck
north deck

Andrew Connard Contributor
The University Village, often
referred to as UV, is one of
the most beautiful places on
campus, and many students
have made it their home.
Water fountains, brick walkways
and grassy recreational fields
that separate the various
apartment complexes make UV
feel like a tiny town inside of
Kennesaw State University.
Aside from its aesthetic
appeal, UV is a practical place
to live. Students living in UV are
closer to the heart of the KSU
campus than those living in the
Kennesaw Place (KP) and Austin

Residence Complex (ARC).
“[UV is] a nice eight-minute
walk to just about everything
on campus. It’s very convenient,”
UV resident, freshman
psychology major Jake Lott said.
On-campus residents aren’t
the only ones talking about
the buildings in UV. After
visiting the Kennesaw campus,
sophomore marketing major
Andrew Mastraccio from the
Marietta campus said he liked
UV’s apartment-style dorms and
how it make the buildings more
open and spacious.
The buildings in UV are

equipped with a commodity
that the buildings in other
locations do not have:
elevators for everyone to use.
These easy-to-use elevators are
a big time saver on move-in and
move-out days.
UV offers a modern and
homey feel, and its location and
practicality as an on-campus
residential location set it apart
from the other on-campus
housing options. It’s easy to see
why it was chosen by students
as the best on-campus place
to live.

Photo by Matt Boggs
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BEST Campus
Hangout

The Green
2nd
3rd

The Commons
Student center

Toni-Ann Hall Staff Writer
The Green is an unofficial
backyard space embedded
into our campus. As soon as
temperatures hit 70 degrees
dogs, flying discs, sunglasses,
short shorts, hammocks and
all things summer related
suddenly appear. I always feel as
though I’m on vacation when I
walk past the Green on a sunny
day. No, it’s not because of the
yoga-doers and the makeshift
tanning stations; it’s the
atmosphere and the sheer joy
that I encounter when everyone
seems to be on the same page
– the “let’s have a great time”
page. Even when the weather
isn’t optimal, there is never
a time when this infamous

grass area lacks people eating,
relaxing or having fun.
My experiences with the
Green began my freshman
year. During the annual firstyear convocation ceremony,
I anxiously walked to the
Green to be a part of the
inaugural aerial photograph
of all of the first-year students
in attendance. Later on
that same semester, I took
shortcuts through the Green
to get to my HPS class. When
I started getting involved
in more organizations on
campus, I found the Green to
be the default spot to garner
the interest of passers-by.
Currently as a sophomore, I

spend time on the Green with
friends doing nothing short
of procrastination, but still
manage to consider those
experiences enjoyable and
worthwhile.
You can take a solo walk,
go for a run, set up a picnic,
play Ultimate Frisbee, recruit
members to an organization,
have long talks with a close
friend, get introduced to new
people or have a snowball fight
before you grab a hot meal
from the Commons just steps
away. Regardless of the activity
of your choice, the Green lives
up to being KSU’s ideal, central
location for student hangouts.

Photo by Matt Boggs

BEST
KSU event

best help
on campus

HOmecoming
week

student
services

2nd
3rd

KSU DAy
farmers market

2nd
3rd

writing center
advising center
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BEST college

business
2nd
3rd

humanities and
social sciences
health and human
services
THIRD PLACE

BEST student
organization
student
government
2nd
3rd

BEST owl
radio show
benchwarmers
2nd
3rd

heart of
rock and roll
owlficial show
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KSU activities board

Student media

CONTACT US
WANT TO SUBMIT AN
OPINION ARTICLE?
EMAIL:
OPINIONEDITOR@
KSUSENTINEL.COM
MUST BE IN AP STYLE
& INCLUDE HEADSHOT.
LETTER POLICY
1.) The Sentinel will try to print all letters
received. Letters should be 200 words long.
Exceptions are made at the discretion of the
editors. We reserve the right to edit all letters
submitted for brevity, content and clarity.
2.) The writer must include full name, year and
major if a student, professional title if a KSU
employee, and city if a Georgia resident.
3.) For verification purposes, students must also
supply the last four digits of their student ID
number and a phone number. This information
will not be published. E-mail addresses are
included with letters published in the web
edition.
4.) Contributors are limited to one letter
every 30 days. Letters thanking individuals or
organizations for personal services rendered
cannot be accepted. We do not publish
individual consumer complaints about specific
businesses.
5.) If it is determined that a letter writer’s
political or professional capacity or position
has a bearing on the topic addressed, then that
capacity or position will be identified at the
editor’s discretion.
6.) While we do not publish letters from groups
endorsing political candidates, The Sentinel
will carry letters discussing candidates and
campaign issues.
7.) All letters become property of The Sentinel.
8.) All comments and opinions in signed
columns are those of the author and not
necessarily of The Sentinel staff, its advisers or
KSU and do not reflect the views of the faculty,
staff, student body, the Student Media or the
Board of Regents of the University System
of Georgia. Columns are opinions of only the
columnist. They do not reflect the views of The
Sentinel, but instead offer a differing viewpoint.
The Sentinel is the student newspaper of
Kennesaw State University, and recieves no
student activity fees.
The Sentinel is published weekly (Tuesdays)
during the school year. First three copies are free;
additional copies are $1.00.
No part of The Sentinel may be reproduced
without the express written permission of the
Editor in Chief.
© 2015, THE SENTINEL.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Best AROUND TOWN
BEST
DAY TRIP
KENNESAW
MOUNTAIN
2ND MARIETTA SQUARE
3RD RED TOP MOUNTAIN

Matt Boggs | The Sentinel

Go
West this
Summer.
You are going places. And UWG can help you get there faster.

Earn credits over the summer break by signing up for any of our summer sessions.
Enrolling over the summer can boost your GPA, allow you to graduate early, or let you
focus on that tough class without distractions.
Whether you’re a current UWG undergraduate or graduate, or returning home to
Carrollton from another university for the season, join us for an unforgettable summer
experience!
Find out more at westga.edu/summer.

Go West. It changes everything.

Mike Strong Arts & Living Editor
The twin-peaked landmark
adorning our school’s logo
is a great place to spend the
day outdoors. From its storied
history to its grand view of
the surrounding area, trips to
Kennesaw Mountain never get
old. The summit itself rises 1,808
feet at its highest point, which
can be hiked up to in about 1.1
miles. The summit is the highest
point in the core metro Atlanta
area. There are 2,965 acres of
natural beauty to explore and
learn about.
The National Battlefield at
Kennesaw Mountain is the site
of a crucial Civil War battle. With
Union forces fortified on the
mountain, Sherman ordered
a long-winded frontal assault
against the northern end of the
mountain. Confederate General
William T. Sherman’s assault
on the mountain was his most
significant assault on the Union
forces.

Aside from the 18 total
miles of trails available to hike,
there are a variety of activities
to do on and around the
mountain. The facility at the
base features an interpretive
center, a museum and many
self-guided tour trails. Visitors
can check out a 35 minute
movie detailing the Battle of
Kennesaw. There are plenty
of designated picnic areas at
the base of the mountain and
visitors can also take a drive to
the top of the mountain to enjoy
the vista while chowing down
on lunch. It is also worth noting
that the mountain is a major
stopover location for migrating
songbirds, making it a great
site for watching more than 25
species of birds. So long as the
sun is shining down, Kennesaw
Mountain is a great place to take
your loved ones, be they a date
or a beloved dog in need of a
walk.

BEST OF KSU
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apply online today
U CLUB ON FREY

PHASE 2 IS NOW FULL

SECURE YOUR SPACE
BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE

S AV E $ 1 5 0 W I T H Z E R O D E P
U Pointe Kennesaw: 3079 Hidden Forest Court | 770.422.2334
UClub on Frey: 3995 Frey Road | 678.401.4617
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@ ukennesaw.com
U POINTE KENNESAW

$2.3 MILLION
IN AMENITY UPGRADES
NEW 13,000 sq. ft. fitness center
NEW study lounge with private study rooms
NEW theater room

O S I T AT B O T H P R O P E R T I E S
Amenities & fees are subject to change. Limited time only.
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KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY | THE SENTINEL | APRIL 21 2015

PAGE 12

BEST WORKOUT
SPOT

BEST OFF
CAMPUS HOUSING

KSU RECREATION
CENTER

WEST 22

2ND YOUFIT
3RD SUMMIT ROCK CLIMBINGS

2ND STADIUM VILLAGE
3RD UCLUB

FULL-TIME CAREERS

At RaceTrac,
come with unlimited growth potential. Named a top place
to work and selected as the 2014 Convenience Store Chain of the Year, we believe strongly in personal
growth, promoting from within and having fun on the job. recruitment.racetrac.com
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BEST
NETFLIX BINGE
ORANGE IS
THE NEW BLACK
2ND FRIENDS
3RD HOUSE OF CARDS

Mike Strong Arts & Living Editor
It was a close battle between
our top three Netflix binge
nominees. The recent addition
of the entire “Friends” catalog
barely missed first place, with
House of Cards also falling
shortly behind in third. But in
the end it came down to the
widespread appeal of “Orange
is the New Black.” The comedydrama series first hit Netflix back
in July of 2013 and has since
gone on to receive a second
season and even a renewal for a
third and fourth.
The series received 12 Emmy
award nominations in 2014. The
series tells the story of Piper
Chapman, who is sentenced to
15 months in prison for a crime

she committed 10 years ago.
She meets a number of fellow
female inmates who colorfully
decorate the strong supporting
cast. The show has an incredible
sense of community that, oddly,
almost makes you want to get
behind bars just to experience
the bonds that the ensemble
cast built up on-screen. As her
sentence ensues, we learn more
about her backstory as well as
how the other inmates came to
their imprisonment.
What makes this series so
appealing is its masterful mix of
comedy, drama and crime. It has
an air to it in which the viewer
never really knows whether
something is meant to be funny

or not. The show has the highest
quality writing, as expected from
a Netflix original series. Season
2 manages to shake things up
for the main character, and thus
for the viewers, as she transfers
to a new prison away from the
inmates she has come to call
family. The tension can get quite
thick, only to be broken by any
of the numerous inmates in
the supporting cast. If you have
not seen them already, seasons
1 and 2 make for a great early
summer binge. Then Netflix
subscribers can expect to begin
their season 3 binge on
June 12, 2015.

BEST
LIQUOR STORE

BEST
SMOKE SHOP

TOTAL WINE

CLOUD NINE

2ND SHERLOCKS
3RD CROWN BOTTLE SHOP

2ND HOOKAH HOOKUP
3RD VAPE CITY
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BEST YAK

KONSTRUCTION
STATE UNIVERSITY

2ND
3RD

GEORGIA WEATHER IS WHY
I HAVE TRUST ISSUES
I WISH MY WEED GUY WOULD GIVE ME
A STUDENT DISCOUNT

BEST
ENTERTAINMENT
BRUNSWICK ZONE
2ND DAVE AND BUSTERS
3RD ICE FORUM
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BEST LOCAL
MUSIC FESTIVAL
MUSIC MIDTOWN
2ND SHAKY BOOTS
3RD TOMMOROW WORLD

OWLS
TAKE FLIGHT
Festival

22-24 April 2015
KSU Place / UVS 4000 Courtyard
Wednesday 8pm

White Diamond Affair
Thursday 5pm

KP Field Day

Friday 12pm

Giddy Up Owls

BEST SOCIAL
NETWORK

INSTAGRAM
2ND FACEBOOK
3RD TWITTER

THE

SENTINEL
THE KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY NEWSPAPER

BECOME A PART OF OUR TEAM.
APPLY TODAY AT: KENNESAW.EDU/KSUMEDIA

C o l lege is f i l led wit h st or ies.
Te l l yours.
EDITORIAL | DESIGN | PHOTOGRAPHY | MARKETING
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BEST SPORTS
Best
intramural
Flag football
2nd basketball
3rd soccer

BEST club
team

Ice Hockey
2nd LACROSSE
3rd RUGBY

BEST
coach
Mike Sansing
2nd
3rd

Brian Bohannon
Nitra Perry

BEST venue
Fifth Third
Bank Stadium

2nd Stillwell Stadium
3rd Convocation Center
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BEST game
Baseball beats William & Mary in 10th
inning walk-off - March 21, 2015

2nd

Soccer beats Lipscomb in A-Sun Semifinals in 106 minute on Khatra Mahdi
goal - Nov. 7, 2014

3rd

Women’s basketball beats Xavier
on Deandrea Sawyers game-winning
3-pointer for 61-60 win - Dec. 22, 2014

Chris Raimondi Sports Editor
First Place:
After winning the first
game of a three-game set
against the William and
Mary Tribe, Kennesaw
State’s baseball team battled
through a slugfest in game
two back in mid-March.
Down 12-11 after blowing
a one-run lead in the ninth
inning, KSU had to stage a rally
in extra-innings.
With one out in the 10th
inning, outfielder Taylor Allum
hit a single to centerfield,
followed by a Justin Motley
single and a Chris McGowan
walk. With the bases loaded,
freshman infielder Grant
Williams stepped up to
the plate and reached on a
fielding error by the Tribe’s
shortstop and scored Allum to
tie the game.
The Owls’ next batter Griffin
Helms singled to center and
brought home the gamewinning run which earned KSU
the second win of the series
and sent them on their way to
their first three-game sweep of
the season.

After battling the full
90 minutes, the Owls and
Bisons went into over time
both scoreless. It wasn’t
until double over time when
freshman Khatra Mahdi scored
the game-winning goal to
send KSU into the conference
finals.
Mahdi entered the game
as a substitute just seconds
before she netted the decisive
goal assisted by Julia Nelson.
The Owls became just the
second No. 6 seed to advance
to the A-Sun finals. FGCU
ended up beating KSU in the
finals 3-1.

Second Place:
After breezing by
Jacksonville in the first
round of the Atlantic Sun
Tournament with a 5-0 win,
Kennesaw State’s soccer team
entered the semifinals as the
No. 6 seed against No. 2 seed
Lipscomb Nov. 7, 2014.

The shot extended the
Owls’ then-winning streak to
seven games in which KSU
entered A-Sun play at 11-4.
KSU finished the season 17-13,
6-8 in the conference, and
lost in the first round of the
conference tournament.

Third Place:
Just two days removed
from a game-winning
3-pointer from point guard
Karly Frye against GardnerWebb, Deandrea Sawyers hit
a 3-pointer with one second
left in regulation to give
Kennesaw State women’s
basketball team a 61-60 win
over the Xavier Musketeers for
a non-conference game Dec.
22, 2014.

FOLLOW US:
@ksusentinel

@sports_sentinel
FOR ALL OF YOUR KSU
SPORTS UPDATES

BEST OF KSU
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BEST
male athlete
Max Pentecost

2nd Andre Dorsey
3rd Yonel Brown

Matt Boggs | The Sentinel

Arguably the best athlete to step foot on Kennesaw
State’s campus, Pentecost put together one of the
best seasons in KSU history. Pentecost held a .422
average with nine home runs, 61 RBIs, 24 doubles and 30
walks, all of which led the team his senior season.
The 2013-14 Owls went on to reach the super regionals
and fell just short of a trip to the College World Series.

Pentecost won the Johnny Bench Award for the best
catcher in college baseball and also earned College
Athlete of the Year at the Atlanta Sports Awards.
He is now with the Toronto Blue Jays organization after
being drafted No. 11 overall in last summer’s MLB FirstYear Player Draft.

BEST
female athlete
Kelly Marcinek
Courtesy of KSUOwls.com

2nd Maggie Gaughan
3rd Kristina Wells

Kelly Marcinek has been the most dominant offensive player in the two years she has been on KSU’s
volleyball team. Marcinek led the Owls in kills her freshman year and again this year when she recorded 323 kills and
averaged 2.99 kills per set.
The sophomore out of Illinois finished second in blocks with 52 and tied the KSU record for kills in a match when
she had 24 against USC Upstate.
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BEST
jersey
Black Football
Jersey

2nd
3rd

Pinstripe Baseball
Gold Football/Black Baseball

Matt Boggs | The Sentinel

Best
men’s team

BEST
women’s team

BASEBALL

VOLLEYBALL

2nd TRACK & FIELD
3rd BASKETBALL

Courtesy of KSUOwls.com

2nd SOCCER
3rd BASKETBALL

Courtesy of KSUOwls.com
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