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The Board of Regents of the 
University System of Georgia 
has postponed the decision 
to allow Kennesaw State 
University to proceed with 
football and Title IX women’s 
sports programs.

The decision to approve the 
feasibility plan was to take place 
on Tuesday, Jan. 8 but has been 
pushed back to February.

Moving the date of the vote 
back another month affects 
KSU’s proposal significantly. 
By the time the next Regents 
meeting will take place, KSU’s 
student survey regarding the 
football team will be over two 
years old. An outdated survey 
could be disregarded by the 
board entirely. 

“I strongly would prefer not 
to do a new survey.” President 
Papp said. “Quite frankly, I don’t 
think we can get it done  
by February.”

After a nine month long 
study, the KSU Football 
Exploratory Committee (FEC), 
led by legendary football Coach 
Vince Dooley, told KSU to move 
forward with plans for a football 
team. In October 2010, one 
month after the FEC approval, 

KSU took a student body vote.
The survey asked students 

if they would support a 
KSU football team and an 
overwhelming 7,000 students 
said yes. Of this strong 33 
percent rate of approval, 55.5 
percent also reported that 
they would support a $100 
increase in tuition to support 
both football and women’s Title 
IX sports. KSU took this small 
victory and continued to move 
forward with the process of 
obtaining these teams.

Despite the years of work and 
a series of small victories, KSU 
saw a crowd of petitions for 
increased spending. Regents 
Chancellor Hank M. Huckaby 
told President Papp over a 
phone call that the board had 
questions for KSU regarding the 
proposal of increased tuitions. 
Huckaby has put together a 
committee of six Regents to 
study the proposal to begin 
football and Title IX sports 
at Kennesaw.

“We just got stuck with some 
bad timing,” President Papp said 
to SGA on Tuesday. “There were 
40 requests for fee increases 
from around the university 

system. 16 of the 40 concerned 
different collegiate athletics.”

Along with the poor timing 
of presenting the proposal, 
the Board of Regent’s also has 
five brand new members. The 
new members’ presence is 

spurring discussion of whether 
or not a board should vote for 
a particular issue when one 
third of the collective has no 
experience with such a vote.  

Football and Title IX sports 
still have a chance, but student 
approval is a needed.

“I am requesting a resolution 
from the SGA saying that 
the SGA strongly supports, 
hopefully unanimously 
supports, KSU moving forward 
with football.” President Papp 
said to present SGA members 
and students. “I’m begging, 
yes begging is what I said, for 
support for the resolution that 
would ask the Regents to  
move forward.”

SGA responded quickly 
to President Papp’s plea and 
wrote a letter expressing their 
approval and support of an 
increase of $100 per semester 
for helping to fund a football 
program and additional female 
sports. The letter was supported 
with a 24-1 vote and will be 
presented to Regents  
on Jan. 24.  

If Regents were to approve 
the increased tuition, KSU 
could move forward and begin 

looking for a head coach. 
KSU could also begin to fill 
existing women’s scholarships 
in track and cross country. 
With time, the university could 
also add equestrian, sand 
volleyball, women’s crew and a 
competitive cheer team.  

Competitive cheer is a 
combination of acrobatics and 
tumbling and would build 
on KSU’s previously existing 
all-girl cheer team. The team 
has experienced tremendous 
success and is renown in the 
collegiate competitive cheer 
world. Acknowledgement of the 
program came after they won 
three national titles, with back 
to back titles in Division II in 
2004 and 2005. More recently, 
the team added a fourth title 
with a Division I National 
Championship title in April 
2011. Adding a competitive 
cheer team would bring 
KSU into the ranks of Purdue 
University and Ohio State 
University, who both recently 
added cheer as a Title IX sport.

The Board of Regents 
meeting will be on Feb. 12-13.

Ally Walton Contributor

Eileen Taylor | The Sentinel

KSU President Papp speaks 
about the KSU football decision 
at an open SGA meeting.
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Don’t miss any OWL Events! 
Check back each week for 
a new calendar of KSU’s 
upcoming events. Don’t 
see your event? We want 
to know! Please send event 
information to newseditor@
ksusentinel.com

Thursday

Wednesday

Information Technology  
Service:  Desire2Learn  
Workshop for Students
Lab BB496
9:30am-10:30am

Volunteer Kennesaw:  Day of 
Impact
Various Locations (Contact 
Brent Obleton at bmo6386@
kennesaw.edu for more 
information)
9am Sunday 20

KAB Toasty Delight KAB  
Social & Activity Fair
Student Center Addition 
STA181 (123) University  
Room A. 12pm-2pm

21Monday
Intervarsity (Missionary 
Student Group):  Cross-
Cultural Film Night
“Castaway on the Moon” with 
Black Bean Noodles
Location:  TBA

19Saturday

22Tuesday

Canterbury Club Lunch and 
Eucharist
Student Center Addition 
STA301 (18) Conference 
Room
12:30pm-2pm

SGA Tea Time
Student Center ST205 (64) 
Leadership Room
3:30pm-4:45pm

Campus Awakening 
Fellowship
Student Center ST205 (64) 
Leadership Room
7:30pm-9:30pm

Wellstar College of Health
and Human Services
Student Health Services

HOURS:
Appointment Clinic, House 52

M, T, Th, F 8:00 am - 5:30 pm, W 9:45 am - 5:30 pm
770-423-6644

Same day Appointment Clinic, University Village

M, T, Th, F 8:00 am - 5:30 pm, W 9:45 am - 5:30 pm
678-797-2844

Psychiatric and Social Services Clinic, House 53

M, T, W, F 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, Th 9:15 am - 4:30 pm
678-797-2018

Social Activist, author and 
professor Cornel West will be 
speaking at KSU Sunday, Jan. 
20 at 8 p.m.

West has been invited by 
the African American Student 
Alliance to speak in honor 
of KSU’s Martin Luther King 
celebration.

“We have a keynote speaker 
come each year for reflection 
and give encouraging words,” 
said African American Student 
Alliance President Trey Patton. 
“This year Dr. Cornel West will 
be speaking on globalizing the 
black legacy.”

West has authored several 
books including “Race Matters” 
and “Democracy Matters.” 
He is invited regularly on 
CNN, C-Span, Colbert Report, 
and the Bill Maher Show. He 
has authored 19 books and 
received his M.A. and Ph.D. 
from Princeton University. He 
is currently a professor in the 
Department of Religion at 
Princeton University.

This will be West’s first visit 
to KSU, but former keynote 
speakers for this event include 
Nikki Giovanni and Hill Harper.

Greg Bieger  News Editor

Photo courtesy MCT (Wire Service)

Dr. Cornel West listens to Reverend 
Jeremiah A. Wright Jr., pastor of 
Chicago’s Trinity United Church of 
Christ, speak at a breakfast at the 
National Press Club in Washington, 
D.C., April 28, 2008.
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Police Beat is compiled weekly from 

Kennesaw State University’s Safe and 

Sound Police public records. Names 

are removed for privacy.

Rebecca Smith  Staff Writer

On the evening of Dec. 25, Officer J.D. Watson responded to a call about a suspicious odor in 
University Village. Upon arrival Watson could smell the odor, suspected to be burnt marijuana, 
coming from the room. After knocking and being invited in, he questioned the residents and 
guests and searched the room. Watson found nothing, but after running the individuals’ names 
through the database, an active criminal trespass warning issued two weeks prior came back on 
one of the female guests. The female student was arrested and taken to Cobb ADC  
without incident.

Shortly before 1 p.m. on Dec. 24, Officer Hammond was dispatched to the Cracker Barrel 
parking lot in response to a report of a hit-and-run. Once there, Hammond met with the female, 
who reported that her 2012 Toyota Prius had been damaged in the parking lot. She didn’t know 
how. After the woman parked and walked into Cracker Barrel she saw spots closer to the door 
open up, so she went to move her Prius. When she returned to the vehicle, she saw the damage 
and called in a report. There is no known video of the incident

On Dec. 23, Officer Herrmann discovered that recent storms had damaged the sports park. 
A large section of bleacher and the attached tents were lying outside the fence, across from 
where they typically sat. Due to the high winds during the three previous days and the size of 
the bleacher, Herrmann concluded it was highly unlikely that a person or persons had moved 
the equipment. There is some damage to the fence as well, but plant operations and sports 
park management have been notified.
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On the first day of the year, 
after months of meetings 
and debates between party 
leaders, Congress passed the 
American Taxpayer Relief Act 
of 2012 in a last-ditch effort to 
avert the fiscal cliff.

Had an agreement not been 
reached, the fiscal cliff would 
have resulted in large spending 
cuts and tax increases at the 
federal level in an attempt to 
reduce the national deficit. The 
causes of the fiscal cliff were the 
expiration of the Bush-era tax 
cuts and the Budget Control Act 
of 2011 going into effect. 

Many economists, including 
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke, feared that this would 
throw the recovering United 
States into an even deeper 
recession marked by higher tax 
rates, decreased spending and 
an increase in unemployment. 

The Senate voted to pass the 
bill by a margin of 89-8 in the 
early hours of the New Year with 
support from both Democrats 
and Republicans. The bill 
then passed the House of 
Representatives despite the fact 
that the majority of Republicans 
opposed the bill. Barack Obama 
signed the bill into law the next 
day.

The bill serves as a temporary 
fix for the U.S. economy rather 
than a permanent one, as 
Congress will need to resolve 
the larger issues facing the 
American economy, namely, 
the annual deficit and the 
increasing national debt. 
The future of Social Security 
and Medicare must also be 
evaluated because these 
services cannot be sustained 
indefinitely at the current rate.

Kenneth White, a KSU political 
science and criminal justice 
professor, describes the fiscal 
cliff resolution as a “kick-the-
can-down-the-road approach.”

“It seems to me that the 
‘fiscal cliff’ is the product of 
partisanship,” White said. 
“Democrats and Republicans 
seem unable to find common 
ground on domestic economic 
issues. That’s too bad, because 
as the downgrade of America’s 
credit last year shows, the failure 
of the parties to find common 
ground has consequences.”

Kennesaw State economics 
Professor Don Sabbarese said 
the fiscal cliff is a result of 
Congress’ inability to deal with 
four years of $1 trillion dollar-
plus deficits.

“It is only one piece of the 
difficult economic problems 
facing the U.S. economy,” 
Sabbarese said. “We are 
currently approaching a $16.5 
trillion dollar debt and we are 
currently borrowing over 40 
cents of every dollar we spend 
at the federal level.”

Congress postponed debates 
over federal spending cuts, but 
Americans will have to pay 2 
percent more in payroll taxes. 
The payroll tax rate was lowered 
in 2011 in an effort to boost 
the economy, but that rate 
expired at the beginning of this 
year. According to CNN, those 
making $30,000 annually can 
expect to take home about $50 
less each month.

Additionally, individuals 
making more than $400,000 
and couples making more than 
$450,000 will be taxed at a 
higher rate. President Obama 
campaigned on the promise 
of increasing taxes for those 
making more than $250,000 
but was met with resistance by 
congressional Republicans.

“Increased tax revenue from 
the recent higher marginal 
tax rates only produces an (?) 
estimated $55-60 billion in 
additional annual revenue, 
which falls well short of the $1 

trillion dollar deficits,” Sabbarese 
said. “The federal government 
needs to evaluate its programs 
to reduce duplication of 
services and remove programs 
that are ineffective.”

Spending cuts at the federal 
level could result in less funding 
for higher education. Fewer 
Pell Grants and student loans 
could negatively impact the 
enrollment of students who 
rely on financial aid to help pay 
tuition.

“The university runs on state 
funds and tuition,” White said. 

“A cut at the federal level might 
impact the number of students 
who can only afford tuition 
by taking out loans. Fewer 
students paying tuition would 
likely mean less funding from 
the state.”

Sabbarese said that although 
Georgia’s revenue is growing, 
government spending is 
growing at an even faster rate 
and “the state will be forced 
to make up the differences for 
these expenditures by limiting 
the growth rate of spending on 
higher education.”

This could also have an 
adverse effect on teachers’ 
salaries at KSU, which Sabbarese 
says have been frozen since the 
recession began in 2008. 

Debates between 
congressional Democrats and 
Republicans will intensify in 
the weeks and months to come 
as both sides look to decrease 
the national deficit by cutting 
spending and increasing taxes.

Shaddi Abusaid  Staff Writer
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The Student Government 
Association will change 
its constitution to include 
additional requirements 
to run for election. These 
new requirements call for 
prospective candidates to serve 
in SGA for a full semester before 
being allowed to run for an 
executive position.  

SGA compared its 
requirements for election to 
those of Georgia Southern, 
Georgia State, University of 
West Georgia and the University 
of Georgia to get an idea of 
how other universities operate. 
Serving for a semester before 
election could better prepare 
candidates for their duties 
within the organization and 
expose them to the internal 

operations of SGA. However, 
this requirement  could also 
have a negative side.

“Some candidates might be 
deterred from running [for an 
executive position] because of 
the number of years they have 
left at Kennesaw,” Academic 
Affairs Director Katherine  
Street said.

The amendment to the 
constitution was unanimously 
passed by SGA executive 
members and is awaiting 
approval from the Student 
Activities Board and Committee. 

In other campus news, 
students are reminded to 
change their Net ID password 
before Jan. 21, 2013. If students 
fail to change their password 
before this date, they will no 

longer be able to login to the 
Net ID unless they completely 
reset their account.

Last year, the SGA 
administration pledged to serve 
more than 300 service hours. 
More than 150 volunteer hours 
in the Fall 2012 term helped 
SGA reach its  goal. SGA will be 
assisted by Bernard McCrary 
as he takes to the position of 
assistant director of Student 
Involvement.

The Planning & Budget 
Advisory Committee found 
that for every 29.5 students on 
campus there is one teacher. 
Other school systems in Georgia 
average one teacher for every 
24.1 students.  KSU plans  (you 
can’t maintain andw decrease) 
to decrease the ratio.

Alexandria Walton  Contributor

The NEWS 
needs YOU

email: newseditor@ksusentinel.com
APPLY @ KSUMEDIA.COM

Ride the New Wave of Journalism

get printed | be noticed

WRITE FOR THE SENTINEL



6JAN. 15 2013 KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY | THE SENTINEL

cFor a complete 2013 schedule
ccpe.kennesaw.edu/languages

770-423-6765

Classes begin January 22, 2013

Knowing a 

second language 

will multiply your 

career options, no 

matter where 

you are. 

Go beyond the 

“standard” phrases usually 

taught. In our classes, we provide 

social nuances, pronunciation tricks, and 

cultural insight. Most courses are taught 

by a native speaker, so this is a great 

place to practice your new language, or 

polish up the ones you already have.

“ I’ve tried Rosetta Stone and others, but Mr. Li really 

made things clear and understandable.”
    ~ Chinese student

“ The speaking practice in these Spanish classes has 

added value to my main-campus courses.”       

   ~ VIVA! Spanish student

FRENCH • GERM
AN • SPANISH • CHINESE • PORTUGUESE • ITALIAN • FRENCH • GERM

AN • SPANISH • CHINESE • PORTUGUESE • ITALIAN • FRENCH • GERM
AN 

SCAN ME
with your smart phone 
using a QR reader app!

Find us @ KSU Center 3333 Busbee Dr.

LAWNDALE, N.C. _ Dawn 
Loggins returned from a 
prestigious academic camp 
last summer and discovered 
her parents had abandoned 
her.

So she did the only thing she 
knew. She adjusted.

She went to live with a 
friend’s mother. She took a part-
time job as the custodian at her 
school, starting work at 6 a.m., 
two hours before classes began 
at Burns High. She carried 
toothpaste, toothbrush, shower 
soap and shampoo in her bag, 
because taking a shower was a 
matter of opportunity.

Federal studies estimate 1.4 
million students in the United 
States are homeless. Officials at 
Burns High say about a half-
dozen of their 1,100 students 
are without a home.

Studies show many homeless 
students drop out, sometimes 
turning to crime. A few make it 
to college.

Dawn Loggins is going to 
Harvard.

“There were a lot of things 
outside Dawn’s control,” says 
Robyn Putnam, a counselor at 
Burns High and one of many 
people who have tried to fill the 
gap left by parents who weren’t 
there. “But Dawn learned that 
succeeding in school was 
something she could control.”

With nothing less than an 
A-minus, Loggins, 18, has 
beaten the odds and will 
graduate Thursday with the 
other 300-plus seniors from her 
northern Cleveland County, 
N.C., high school.

Her story has attracted 
national attention. CNN 
plans to be at the graduation 
ceremonies at Gardner-Webb 
University.

But, Loggins says, “It’s not the 
end for me _ just another step.”

She has reached this point 
despite:

_Having to study by 
candlelight and by wearing an 
overcoat on nights when the 
power had been turned off at 
her family’s home.

_Dealing with the 
embarrassment of wearing the 
same dress to school several 
days in a row in middle school, 
going days without a shower, 

and walking with her older 
brother to the town park with 
buckets, to get water from the 
public spigots.

_Moving from house to 
house, from school to school, 
frequently adjusting to new 
surroundings and classmates.

“This might seem strange,” 
she says, “but I love my parents. 
My mother, in her way, believes 
she did the best for us. My 
stepfather tried to support us. 
My grandmother taught me a 
lot.

“They meant well.”
She and her brother Shane, 

now 19, lived until Dawn was 
12 with her grandmother in 
Catawba County, N.C. When she 
turned 12, Dawn’s mother and 
stepfather took over.

“As soon as that happened, 
we started moving around,” she 
says. “At first, things were good. 
My stepdad had a job, and the 
house was clean.”

But then, Loggins says, her 
stepfather lost his job. That 
started a cycle of problems, as 
the family moved from house to 
house, dealing with the utilities 
being cut off for non-payment, 
and then the evictions. She and 
Shane missed several months 
of the 2009-10 academic year, 
before her mother finally 
enrolled her at Burns High in 
March 2010.

“She was behind, 
academically,” Putnam says. “She 
had to take classes online, but 
she caught up.”

Those online courses 
prevented Loggins from 
enrolling in Advanced 
Placement classes and earning 
extra academic points. It’s the 
reason she ranks about 10th in 
her senior class, despite having 
straight A’s.

During that sophomore 
year, the family’s personal 
belongings were auctioned 
off. That cost Loggins many of 
her childhood belongings, she 
says. But the junior year was 
one of achievement, capped by 
an appointment to Governor’s 
School last summer in Raleigh, 
N.C.

Putnam drove Loggins to the 
camp and brought her back 
home when it was finished. 
Loggins says she tried calling 

her parents near the end of 
camp, but their phone service 
had been cut off.

“When she returned,” Putnam 
says, “the parents were gone.”

Shane moved in with friends 
in Hickory, N.C., and will 
graduate this week from high 
school there, having received a 
college scholarship himself.

Dawn Loggins says she 
later learned her parents had 
moved to Tennessee. Initially, 
she stayed at friends’ houses, 
sleeping on their couches. 
But with the help of Putnam 
and others, Loggins found 
a temporary home with a 
friend’s mother, Sheryl Kolton, 
custodian at Burns Middle 
School.

“Sheryl gave me stability,” 
Loggins says. “Because of her, I 
could stay at Burns. There wasn’t 
the drama of another school 
change.”

Cornerstone Dental Office 
in Shelby, N.C., supplied 
Loggins with a lot of personal 
belongings, and others in the 
community stepped in.

So it was with college. 
Loggins was accepted at 
UNC Chapel Hill. But Carol 
Rose, a volunteer who had 
helped Loggins fill out college 
applications, asked her, “Why 
not aim high?”

Rose told her to try for 
Harvard. The acceptance letter 
arrived about two months ago. 
Accompanied by her boss, 
Burns High custodian Junie 
Barrett, she visited the Ivy 
League campus recently.

“I wondered how I’d be 
accepted, being homeless 
and from a rural area in 
North Carolina,” she says. “But 
everyone _ the students and 
faculty _ was great.”

Putnam says Harvard “won’t 
let Dawn Loggins fail. In some 
ways, she’s better off there than 
at a bigger public school.

She is grateful for the help 
from her community but says 
she wants to make it on her 
own.

“In my family, I saw people 
taking advantage of one 
another,” she says. “I don’t want 
to take advantage of anyone. I 
just want a chance to succeed. 
And I’ll have that at Harvard.”

MCT  (Wire Services)
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SAN DIEGO _ The gunman 
stalked the dormitory halls 
yelling, “I’m going to kill 
somebody,” pounding and 
kicking on doors, and firing 
his weapon in the air.

The resident assistants 
remembered their training: 
Turn off the lights, barricade the 
doors with chairs and tables, lie 
flat on the floor, push back if the 
killer tries to bust in, or jump 
out a window if it isn’t too high.

The drama was all staged 
but with a life-saving purpose 
Tuesday as a dormitory at San 
Diego State University became 
a stand-in for Columbine High 
School, Virginia Tech, Sandy 
Hook Elementary and the 
engineering building on the 
campus here _ all scenes of 
deadly rampages.

Two-dozen people 
from colleges and schools 
throughout Southern California 
came to campus for a two-
day session with the chillingly 
modern title of Active Shooter 
Response Training.

Although the program 
of lectures, discussions and 
scenarios was planned months 
ago, the recent shooting in 
Newtown, Conn., where 20 
children and six adults were 
killed, only heightened the 
urgency of planning for possible 
violence.

Bret Bandick, a trainer from 
Texas company Response 
Options, played the role of a 
heavily armed killer targeting 
students at the Olmeca 
Residence Hall. He fired an 
airsoft gun into the air and at 
doors to provide an extra dose 
of realism. Resident assistants 
and others played the role of 
students caught by surprise.

In the fall, those same 
assistants will be giving a new, 
mandatory 90-minute seminar 
to all incoming freshmen at 
San Diego State on how to 
survive an on-campus shooting. 
The session will be in addition 
to the university’s system of 
alerting students via emails, 
text messages and social media 

when a gunman is suspected.
“Our responsibility is to 

give people as many tools as 
possible to survive,” said Capt. 
Lamine Secka of the San Diego 
State police force.

Kerry Harris, also an 
instructor with Response 
Options, said the strategy “is 
not rocket science.”

“We tell people they should 
flee if they can, hide if they 
must and fight back if there is 
no other option,” Harris said.

The San Diego State resident 
assistants did better than many 
people who have taken the 
same training, Harris said.

The event drew police 
officers and school officials 
from Orange, the Vista and 
Escondido school districts in 
northern San Diego County and 
the campuses of Cal State Los 
Angeles, San Diego State, UC 
San Diego and the University of 
San Diego.

San Diego has reason to 
be concerned about school 
shootings.

One of the first high-profile 
school shootings that gained 
national attention occurred 
here in 1979, when 16-year-old 
Brenda Spencer used a rifle to 
kill two people and wound nine 
others at an elementary school 
across from her home.

“I don’t like Mondays,” 
Spencer told a reporter by 
telephone during the rampage. 
She is serving a 25-year-to-life 
prison sentence.

In 1996, a graduate student 
at San Diego State killed 
three of his professors in the 
engineering department. The 
gunman pleaded guilty to avoid 
the death penalty and is serving 
a life sentence.

In 2001, two shootings in 
high schools east of San Diego 
left two dead and 18 wounded. 
One shooter, then a 15-year-old 
student, is in prison; the other, 
an 18-year-old former student, 
committed suicide while 
behind bars.

In 2010, a mentally disturbed 
man jumped the fence at a 

Carlsbad elementary school and 
wounded two students before 
being subdued by construction 
workers. He is serving a life 
sentence.

By the time of the 2001 
shootings, nationwide police 
protocol for school shootings 
had changed to emphasize an 
immediate response by the first 
officer on the scene rather than 
waiting for the SWAT squad to 
assemble.

The change in tactics 
was prompted by the 1999 
shooting at Columbine High 
in Colorado where 15 people 
died, including the two shooters 
who committed suicide, while 
the SWAT squad was being 
assembled.

“After Columbine, we learned 
that you just can’t wait for 
SWAT,” said Lt. Joe Florentino 
of the San Diego Unified Police 
Department, which deploys 
43 officers to protect 200 sites 

with 133,000 students and 
15,000 employees, the second 
largest primary school district in 
California.

When a 15-year-old student 
opened fire at Santana High 
in Santee on March 5, 2001, 
the first police officer on scene 
was an off-duty San Diego 
officer who was registering his 
daughter for classes.

“When everyone else was 
running away from the sound 
of gunfire,” said San Diego 
Police Lt. Andra Brown, “he was 
running toward it.”

The post-Columbine era 
also brought more training for 
officers and dispatchers and, in 
some cases, better weaponry 
for beat cops who may have 
to confront a shooter with 
multiple weapons or assault 
weapons. “Lock down,” a term 
and practice once used in 
connection with prison riots, 
became common parlance a 

decade ago to describe keeping 
students in their classrooms 
during an incident.

But those changes, Florentino 
said, are meant to limit the 
casualties once a shooting 
occurs. The better strategy, 
he said, is to be aware of any 
advance signs that a student 
might pose a threat.

The San Diego school district 
has a policy of following up, 
with counselors and police 
officers, when a student is heard 
making possible threats or 
posting troubling comments 
on social media. In rare cases, 
a student is put on a 72-hour 
psychiatric hold at a mental 
health facility, Florentino said.

“If a student says something 
odd, we don’t just ignore it,” 
Florentino said. “We have to be 
right 100 percent of the time, 
we know that.”

MCT  (Wire Services)

San Diego State Chaplain Dana Garrett and 
retired police officer Chuck Harold simulate a 
police team entering the Olmeca Residence Hall 
at San Diego State looking for an active shooter 
on January 8, 2012.

Photo courtesy MCT (Wire Service)
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Many argue that 
the current state of 

race relations in the U.S. 
qualifies the country as a 

post-racial society.  These 
optimists happily point to 
Obama as evidence that the 
ugly vestiges of racism have 
finally dissipated and remain 
only as unfortunate artifacts 
of an embarrassing past.  

Often, these delusional 
idealists languish in their 
adherence to an unrealized 
ideal. They ignore the subtle 
forms of racism that persist 
and cling to the comfort of 
their conjecture. Fortunately, 
others remain who are 
genuinely striving to achieve 
a vision of racial awareness.  

The recent film “Django 
Unchained,” directed by 
Quentin Tarantino, is one such 
example of art that examines 
and overcomes many of the 
complex forces that impede 
social enlightenment.  On the 
surface “Django Unchained” 
may appear crude and 
insensitive.  However, this 
shallow estimation ignores 
the underlying nuances 
that provide the film with 
tremendous cinematic 
and social magnitude.   

The film illuminates many of 
the sensitive issues involved in 
the horrors of chattel slavery, 
including the rape and sexual 
exploitation of slave women, 
the violent whippings and 
innumerable other unthinkable 
cruelties. Yet, the film is not 
limited to the flagrant injustices 
of slavery.  It also exposes 

the social hierarchy imposed 
upon enslaved individuals, 
including the contention 
that existed between field 
slaves and house slaves.  

In the midst of these 
atrocities, Tarantino implements 
some contemporary revisions, 
using comedy and gratuity to 
soften an otherwise hideous 
period of American history. 
He disrupts the social order 
of the antebellum South and 
offers viewers the comfort of an 
unlikely hero. This hero, Django, 
is the enslaved protagonist 
who rises from the mire of this 
horrific past and gives viewers 
the satisfaction of 21st century 
justice, which he delivers coolly 
from the barrel of a six shooter.

The film seeks not to dismiss 
the cruelty of slavery—it simply 
offers a version of this story 
that confronts viewers with 
the viciousness of slavery and 
then appeases them with a 
welcomed revenge fantasy.  
James Baldwin writes in his 
essay “The Fire Next Time” of the 
need for a certain awareness 
and recognition that are 
necessary for America to finally 
and genuinely unshackle the 
fetters of racism.  He describes 
this approach as follows: “In 
order to change a situation, one 
must first to see it for what it is.”

Through his film rendition, 
Tarantino allows America to 
see its past for what it is.  He 
employs comedy and role 
revisions that make the film 
accessible to a broad range 
of audiences. For an entire 
generation that will never 

read “Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass,” “Django 
Unchained” potentially 
initiates important dialogues 
and reflections that may 
have otherwise remained 
unspoken or unexamined. 

In an NPR interview, Tarantino 
describes the difference 
between his dramatized 
adaptation of the slave 
narrative versus the traditional 
documentary wversions: 

“For the most part they 
keep you at arm’s length 
dramatically. Because also there 
is this kind of level of good taste 
that they’re trying to deal with 
... and frankly oftentimes they 
just feel like dusty textbooks.”  

“Django Unchained” engages 
audiences intimately and 
without antiquities such as 
documentary style voiceovers 
and black and white photos.  

However, Tarantino does not 
ignore his duty to historical 
accuracies.  Instead, he creates a 
new truth that looks backwards 
and forwards simultaneously.  
In In his essay “Criteria of Negro 
Art,” W.E.B. Du Bois offers the 
following expectation for the 
artist’s obligation to the truth: 
“He has used the Truth—not 
for the sake of truth, not as a 
scientist seeking truth, but as 
one upon whom Truth eternally 
thrusts itself as the highest 
handmaid of imagination…”

Tarantino meets Du Bois’s 
expectation, using his film 
to penetrate the previously 
restricted areas of America’s 
consciousness.  Art succeeds 
where political discourse and 
blind optimism can only hope.  
Tarantino’s  balance between 
fortitude and vision allows 
an admittedly gratuitous 
film to venture into the vast 
unexplored possibilities of a 
post-racial society—a  society 
that, while scarred by its history, 
is no longer controlled by it. 

Jon is a junior and an 
English major.  

Django Unchained and Tarantino 
push towards post-racial ideal

Jon Litten  Contributor
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Sandy Hook. Aurora. 
Columbine. It’s appalling, but 
one way to achieve fame in 
America is through acts of 
infamy.

What if that weren’t so?
Today’s media might profit 

by studying an example from 
ancient Greece on how to 
keep evildoers from becoming 
instant celebrities.

The precedent sprang from 
a heinous crime in 356 BC 
that occurred in Ephesus, a 
magnificent city in what is now 
Turkey. The city’s crowning 
glory was an Ionic temple to 
the Ephesian version of the 
Greek goddess Artemis. Then 
200 years old, the Artemisium 
was an exquisite wilderness 
of columns, art galleries and 
sculptured altars, acclaimed as 
one of the seven wonders of the 
ancient world.

Although the temple, all 

45,000 square feet of it, drew 
many thousands of visitors, 
one obscure citizen felt no civic 
pride. After obsessing for years 
over what the world owed 
him, this disturbed young man 
decided to make a name for 
himself in the darkest way he 
could devise. One sultry night, 
he headed to the Artemisium 
and set it ablaze.

We might scoff at the notion 
of marble structures being 
destroyed by fire, but Greek 
temple interiors contained 
seasoned wood from main 
beams to floors, along with 
countless flammable art 
objects. Because temples were 
open and staffed night and 
day, they relied on firewood 
and olive oil for heat and light. 
For convenience, combustible 
materials were stored on site.

As the wooden interior 
of the building and its vast 

wooden roof burned, the young 
arsonist exulted, watching 
the 60-foot marble columns 
begin to crumble when fiery 
temperatures rose to as high 
as 1,000 degrees. Firefighting 
technology being in its infancy, 
the blaze continued unchecked, 
claiming an unknown number 
of human victims as well.

The perpetrator made no 
attempt to escape. When 
arrested, he boasted about his 
infamous act, saying he did it 
to make his name live forever. 
Local authorities promptly 
sentenced the young man and 
executed him. To keep him from 
profiting by his crime in the 
way he most ardently desired 
— and to discourage imitators 
— the Ephesians passed a law. 
It imposed the death penalty 
on anyone who ever mentioned 
that criminal by name again.

Although the millions of 

people who lived nearly 2,400 
years ago lacked what we would 
call mass media or instant long-
distance communication, they 
certainly communicated — and 
faster than you would think.

Despite the age-old tendency 
of humans to gossip, that 
long-ago name ban had 
remarkable staying power. With 
one tacky exception, historians 
and writers, both Greek and 
Roman, retold the story for 
centuries without naming the 
criminal at its heart. (And you 
won’t catch me mentioning his 
name either.) Furthermore, the 
Ephesians rebuilt their glorious 
temple, which remained a world 
wonder for an additional 
600 years.

Marginalized men with 
murderous plans have been 
around for millenniums, but 
we have forgotten how to take 
away what they most prize, 

the “I’ll show ‘em” notoriety 
that enables evildoers to 
win immortality. We have 
surrendered to shabbier 
motives, such as selling 
newspapers or winning TV 
news ratings.

Would such a ban work in 
today’s world, given our hungry 
media cycles, our insistence 
on free speech even when it 
harms? Maybe not. But infamy 
should not be rewarded 
with headlines. Or personal 
recognition.

Long-ago cultures — 
Egyptian, Greek and Roman — 
also made it a point to censure 
certain individuals by inflicting 
a similar punishment. In Latin, it 
was called damnatio memoriae: 
to castigate by erasing one’s 
name and deeds from public 
memory. In our time, damning 
killers in such a way is surely 
worth a try.

MCT Wireservice
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u club on frey.com
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stainless steel appliances, granite countertops & undermount sinks • 2” wood-style blinds • resort-style amenities

apply online

for fall 2013
today
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ARTS LIVINGAN
D

Jan. 21marks Martin Luther 
King Jr.  Day. In observance 
of the upcoming national 
holiday, the Multicultural 
Student Retention Services 
will hold a weekend full of 
opportunities to celebrate  
Dr. King’s life and legacy with  
the community.

The club will partner with 
Volunteer Kennesaw to host 
a Day of Impact on Jan. 19 to 
hold service projects at different 
locations around Cobb County.

“As of right now, we have 
several opportunities to 
get involved in making an 
impact for our surrounding 
community,” said Brent Obleton, 
program coordinator of  
the Multicultural Student 
Retention Services. 

In addition to making an 
impact to our community,  
a service will be held  
Sunday, Jan. 20 at 8p.m. in  
observance of Dr. King and  
his many achievements. 

In addition to a performance 
the Kennesaw State Gospel 
Choir, Dr. Cornel West will cover 
a variety of topics, including  
the Globalization of the  
Black Legacy.

Dr. West is the author of 19 
books, including his two more 
popular works, “Race Matters” 

and “Democracy Matters.”  
Dr. West graduated Magna Cum 
Laude from Harvard University 
and then attended Princeton  
to pursue master’s and  
doctoral degrees.

“Typically we would hold 
a service on that Monday,” 
Obleton said, “but holding it 
over the weekend gives our 
students and community 
a chance to be able to get 
involved in other service 
projects and activities in 
downtown Atlanta.”

The Day of Impact will start 
on Jan. 19 at 9 a.m. at several 
different locations, and the KSU 
Annual Observance of MLK 
begins at 7:30 p.m. on Jan. 20.  
“It is a free event and we 
welcome people from all 
backgrounds to join in the 
celebration,” Obleton said.

These events provide an 
opportunity to gain more 
knowledge and understanding 
about Martin Luther King Jr. and 
his impact as well to as make a 
positive impact of your own.

If you are interested in joining 
the celebration or want more 
information on the service 
projects, contact Brent Obleton 
at 678-797-2575 or email him at 
bmo6386@kennesaw.edu.

The Civil Rights Movement 
of the 1960s changed society 
in modern-day America.   
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. led a 
number of nonviolent protests 
that highlighted the inequalities 
and disparities that existed in 
the U.S. at that time.  

These protests elevated the 
misfortunes of discrimination 
and brought the social issue to 
a national level.  

The Civil Rights Movement 
eventually sparked a cultural 
change in America, leading 
to an ethical and legislative 
achievement that is still evident 
today.  Kelsey Overman, a junior 
at KSU, shared her thoughts on 

how the Civil Rights Movement 
has affected the lives of  
people today.

“It’s made us equal and has 
affected how we perceive 
each other,” Overman said.  “It’s 
showed us that colors shouldn’t 
matter and that we’re all just 
people on the inside.” 

KSU sophomore Brooke 
Miller presented an account of 
her experiences growing up in 
an area where prejudice and 
discrimination still exist. 

“Unfortunately, prejudice is 
still brought up,” Miller said.  “I 
came from a school that was 
very diverse and it [prejudice] 
was talked about far more than 

it should have.”     
Dr. King once described 

the task of trying to forever 
change the mentality of social 
prejudice: “Change does  
not roll in on the wheels of 
inevitability, but comes through 
continuous struggle.”  

Dr. King, along with the 
countless supporters of the 
Civil Rights Movement, has all 
but eliminated the legislative 
exploitation of minorities.  In 
2008, the United States elected 
its first African-American 
president, breaking a significant 
barrier in the fight for complete, 
racial equality.   CELEBRATING A DREAM

CIVIL RIGHTS MARCHES ON
Matthew Godbee

Brandon Comer

Contributor

Contributor

Signature Media Group
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KSU

April 2-3, 20132013 SGA

Requirements

To run for an Executive Board position 
(President, VP, Secretary, or Treasurer), 
see the following requirements: 

1. You must have attended seven (7) 
meetings in one semester as documented 
in the SGA minutes.
2. You must hold a minimum adjusted 
GPA of 2.75.  
3. You must have earned and received 
credit at KSU for a minimum of 12 
semester hours for an undergraduate 
seat. Graduate students running must 
have earned 9 KSU hours.
4. You must be enrolled in enough 
hours so that candidate meets the above 
earned hour requirements by the end of 
spring semester 2013. 

To run for a Senate seat, see the follow-
ing requirements:

1. You must have earned and received 
credit at KSU for a minimum of 12 
semester hours for an undergraduate 
seat, and be currently be enrolled as a 
KSU student.
2. You must be enrolled in enough 
hours so that you meet the above earned 
hour requirements by the end of spring 
semester 2013.
3. You must hold a minimum adjusted 
GPA of 2.5.  

Applications available:  

Monday, February 4 at www.ksustudent.com
Due Friday, March 1 by 5pm sharp
For more information, please contact Kathy 
Alday in the Department of Student Life.

ELECTIONS

KSU will host the grand 
opening of new art 
exhibitions for the 2013 
spring semester on  
Jan. 17.  The Zuckerman 
Museum is partnering with the 
KSU Archives to offer attendees 
a walkthrough of four different 
exhibits on KSU’s main campus. 

One of the unique collections 
inside the Zuckerman Museum 
of Art is “The Annual Art Faculty 
Exhibition.” This exhibition will 
display creative pieces from the 
KSU School of Art and Design.

The Zuckerman Museum of 
Art will also display “Southern 
Industrial Landscapes: 
Photographs of the Marietta 
Bell Bomber Plant, 1942-1944.” 
This exhibition illustrates the 
intense social and economic 
changes that occurred in Cobb 
County during the 1940s.

“Southern Industrial 
Landscapes” gives viewers the 

opportunity to journey back 
in time to see the contrasts 
influence that technology and 
industry had on art during 
 this era. 

“The 30th Annual Juried 
Student Art Exhibition” will also 
be on display.  Marcia Wood, 
executive director and owner of 
Marcia Wood Gallery in Atlanta, 
will jury this collection.

Zuckerman Museum of 
Art will also display “Pedro: 
Menaboni’s Lost Story.” 

“These rarely seen 
illustrations by Athos Menaboni 
were originally created for a 
children’s story that was never 
published,” said Justin Rabideau, 
interim director of the ZMA.  

Rabideau explained 
Menaboni’s collection as a 
“journey of a scarlet tanager 
bird named Pedro who 
migrates from the United 
States to Mexico.” In each of 

these naturalistic illustrations, 
Menaboni expresses his love of 
nature and also his stand on the 
effects mankind has on  
the environment.

This exhibition also gives 
viewers the opportunity to 
engage with Menaboni’s 
creative pieces. It will hold 
a “Write-Your-Own” story 
competition, which will award 
cash prizes.

The grand opening will be 
held on Jan. 17, with the gallery 
walk taking place from 5– 8p.m. 
at the Clayton Gallery in the 
Bailey Performance Center. 
Maps will be available for the 
other exhibitions. 

Each of these collections has 
rare pieces. All attendees will 
also have the opportunity to 
meet and hear from the curators 
and featured artists about  
their works.

NEW ZUCKERMAN 
GALLERY OPENS

Tori McCrite Contributor

Tori McCrite | The Sentinel Samples of artwork line the wall of Zuckerman’s photo gallery.

The new gallery is ready for attendees on Jan. 17.
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Jannetta Samobu Contributor

“I have a dream that my 
four children will one day  
live in a nation where 
they will not be judged 
by the color of their skin 
but by the content of their 
character”(abcnewsgo.com). 

These words were spoken 
with passion and boldness  
by the late Dr. Martin Luther  
King Jr. in his “I Have a  
Dream” speech.

King was no ordinary man. 
With the help of many others, 
King led the Civil Right Moment 
and paved the way for  
racial equality. 

King strived for equality, and 
championed nonviolence in 
combating oppression.  

Instead of violent riots and 

protest, King chose peaceful 
protests and civil objection. 
Most important, he spoke 
passionately about eliminating 
racial barriers and becoming a 
nation that did not characterize 
people by the color of their skin. 

Because of his efforts King 
in 1964 won the Noble Peace 
Prize, in 1964, which was.  one 
of his greatest honors.

The Civil Rights Act, which 
abolished all forms of racial 
segregation, was established  
in 1964. Because of King’s work, 
we can be grateful for the racial 
equality and freedom we  
now have. 

“Dr. King is one of the greatest 
figures in world history, not 
just American history. His firm 

commitment to nonviolence 
and social justice stand as a 
shining example for humanity,” 
said Dr. Daniel Paracka, director 
of Education Abroad and 
associate professor of Education 
at Kennesaw State University. 
“His words, his work and his 
cause are inspirational.” 

“He’s significant because he 
made the passions of many 
recognized worldwide and he 
took action when some couldn’t 
and some didn’t know how 
to” Sarah Roberts, junior and 
Human Services major, said.

April 2-3, 20132013 SGA

Requirements
To run for an Executive Board position (President, VP, 
Secretary, or Treasurer), see the following requirements: 

1. You must have attended seven (7) meetings in one 
semester as documented in the SGA minutes.
2. You must hold a minimum adjusted GPA of 2.75.  
3. You must have earned and received credit at KSU for a 
minimum of 12 semester hours for an undergraduate seat. 
Graduate students running must have earned 9 KSU hours.
4. You must be enrolled in enough hours so that candidate 
meets the above earned hour requirements by the end of 
spring semester 2013.
 
To run for a Senate seat, see the following requirements:

1. You must have earned and received credit at KSU for a 
minimum of 12 semester hours for an undergraduate seat, 
and be currently be enrolled as a KSU student.
2. You must be enrolled in enough hours so that you meet 
the above earned hour requirements by the end of spring 
semester 2013.
3. You must hold a minimum adjusted GPA of 2.5.  

Applications available:  
Monday, February 4 at www.ksustudent.com
Due Friday, March 1 by 5pm sharp
For more information, please contact Kathy Alday 
in the Department of Student Life.

KSU

ELECTIONSTHE LEGACY OF: 
Dr. Martin Luther King

HIS WORDS,  
HIS WORK,  
& HIS CAUSE
ARE INSPIRATIONAL
-Dr. Daniel Paracka, Director of Education 
Abroad and Associate Professor of Education 
at Kennesaw State University

Marion S. Trikosko | Public Domain images Online

Martin Luther King Jr. shares 
his famous words to many.
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The ERA, Equal Rights 
Amendment, is one of many 
that are taken advantage of 
throughout history.  Not only 
has it affected the workplace, it 
has affected each home.   

In the Jan. 1976 edition of 
The Sentinel, Chris Cash wrote 
how the ERA is misunderstood.  
From the time that is known for 
social progression from political 
to economic liberties, the 
potential equality was too much 
for some.  

With the threat of 
misunderstanding the 
amendment, Cash describes  
the amendment to further 
convince KSU students to 
support the ERA.  

“Let me emphasize that 
the ERA applies only to 

governmental action.  Purely 
social relationships between 
men and women will continue 
to be what the individuals make 
it” Cash said. 

With the main fear that men 
and women would not allowed 
to talk in the workplace, Cash 
sought to settle those fears.  
Though the ERA had been 
introduced almost every session 
of Congress, it took 49 years to 
order become law. 

The second fear was attaining 
to the social changes at home. 
If women were allowed equal 
work, the bread winner could 
ultimately be either parent. 

“The amendment would 
simply require equality.  In 
States where the law provides 
for alimony only for wives, 

courts could award alimony to 
husbands as well, under the 
same conditions that apply 
with respects to wives.  Mothers 
and fathers would be legally 
responsible for supporting their 
children, as is usually the case 
under existing law” Cash said.  

Having just ended the 
Vietnam War a year prior, the 
decision was left to define what 
“equal” means.  

“Perhaps the uppermost 
question in the minds of 
women in whether she will 
subject to the draft” Cash said.  

The potential earns from a 
job, but the inevitable death 
from war, was a decision the 
students of KSU had to decide if 
they favored or not in 1976.

The 70s were a time with 

many social differences than the 
way lived now.  

“The ERA means and the 
major effects will have.  It will 
not require the abolishment 
of separate restrooms nor 

will it suddenly acknowledge 
homosexual marriages”  
Cash said.  

While social changes were 
on the prowl, the extent of the 
social change was in air.  

Samantha Machado Arts & Living Editor

OPINIONS AT THE TIME OF  
the fourteenth amendment

*A look back to archived Sentinel issues.
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KSU’s growth is important 
no matter a person’s affiliation 
with the community.  KSU’s 
Alumni Association is always 
looking for more involvement 
which is why the club, Clutch 
Council was founded.

Named in relation to the 
KSU Owls, Clutch Council was 
named because a clutch is a 
group of baby owls.

Clutch Council was founded 
by Maegan Graham, KSU 
student and Founding 
President, to help the Alumni 
Association grow.  Graham 
describes her goal to help 
increase the commitment of the 
KSU community.

“Currently 3 percent of our 
alumni are connected, meaning 
only 3 percent are giving 
back to KSU. Clutch Council 
was designed to start this 
connection now,” Graham said. 

Graham’s drive to found 
Clutch Council came after 
working with the Alumni 
Association for over a year. After 
seeing the percent of alumni 
giving back, Graham decided to 
look further.

After finding other 
universities that had a club 
similar to Clutch Council that 
created involved students 
before graduation, the response 
to postgraduate donations, 
increases dramatically.

With the mission of making 
students grow their relationship 

with KSU before graduating, 
Clutch Council aims to keep that 
relationship after graduation to 
further the donations.  

To become a Clutch Council 
member, a donation of 10 
dollars is required. Once 
a member, Clutch Council 
advertises for the Alumni 
Association by various  
KSU events.

To create the ideal 
relationship, Clutch Council 
gives each member the 
opportunity to attain a mentor 
related to the student’s area  
of studies in their journey 
through KSU. 

Most students’ main goal is  
to develop the best resume 
before entering the work field.  
Clutch Council gives every 
member the opportunity to 
learn the skill sets.

With no GPA or major 
requirements Clutch Council 
is truly beneficially to every 
striving KSU student.  

“As a small club, we have 
formed a close bond and have 
learned not only from mentors, 
but also from other members’ 
experiences,” Graham said. 

These bonds are made 
through various events and 
meetings throughout the 
school year.  The opportunities 
are endless for Clutch Council 
members.  Graham expressed 
her passion for the young club.

CLUB OF  
THE WEEK: 
CLUTCH  
COUNCIL

Samantha Machado Arts & Living Editor
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OBAMA-MLK
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE

BY LEONARD PITTS
McClatchy Newspapers

e spoke of the promise before he spoke
of the dream.

In the first part of the momentous
speech he gave at the Lincoln Memorial,
the part school children don’t memorize

and pundits never quote, Martin Luther King Jr.
reminded a watching world that in writing the
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence,
the founders were “signing a promissory note to
which every American was to fall heir.”

“This note,” King said, “was a promise that
all men, yes, black men as well as white men,
would be guaranteed the unalienable rights of
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 

His evocation of this great American
promise may be less well-known than King’s
description, moments later, of his great
American dream, but there is, nevertheless, a
straightforward clarity to it that compels.

Because where race is concerned, what is
American history if not the story of how that
promise was repeatedly broken? As King put it
five years later in the last speech of his life, “All
we say to America is, ‘Be true to what you said
on paper.’”

But America never was.
Except that now, here comes Barack Obama,

son of a Kenyan and a Kansan, striding to the
podium to accept the nomination of his party
for president of the United States. It comes 45
years to the very day after King said he had a
dream America’s promise might someday be
fulfilled, 100 years and a day after the birth of
the president, Lyndon Johnson, who helped
nudge that dream toward reality. The timing
requires you, if you have any music in your
soul, any soul in your soul, to reappraise both
the promise and the dream.

That’s what we’ve been doing lately in our
various ways in our various Americas. On the
sidewalk outside a Gladys Knight concert, a
vendor sells a T-shirt depicting King and
Obama shaking hands above the legend,

“Sometimes, dreams come true.” Meanwhile,
they are passing around a “joke’’ on the Internet
that has Obama picking Sylvester Stallone as
his running mate: “Rambo and Sambo,” goes
the punchline.

The two extremes have one thing in com-
mon: slack-faced disbelief. Could it be? Could
it really be? 

Apparently, it could. 
The realization coalesces something some

of us never dared hope and others never dared
fear: the idea that one day America would take
its promise seriously. 

And if that realization requires African-
Americans to recalibrate their cynicism about
what “they’’ will and will not allow black folks
to achieve, it seems plain that the greater shock
and sense of dislocation is borne by “they,” who
must now recalibrate their assessment of what
black folks can achieve. Small wonder “they’’
have responded frantically, crying with ever

more shrillness that this Obama character
is something other, something foreign,
something strange. Something not really,
truly American.

They have grown used to defining
“American’’ as a certain skin color, a cer-
tain religion and heritage. They have for-
gotten that “American’’ was, first and fore-
most, a certain ideal.

Thomas Jefferson stated it thusly: all
men are created equal.

The Pledge of Allegiance says: liberty

and justice for all.
And King, in that speech 45 years ago,

spoke of the day “all of God’s children, black
men and white men, Jews and Gentiles,
Protestants and Catholics’’ would harmonize
upon a song of freedom.

Not truly American, they say? On Aug. 28, a
nation whose credo holds equality to be a
birthright will see a brown-skinned man, son of
Kenya and Kansas, assume leadership of a major
political party. No, it is not the panacea, not the
End of Race in America. But it is striking evi-
dence of a promise fulfilled, a dream redeemed.

How could anything be more American than
that?

Leonard Pitts is a columnist for The Miami
Herald. E-mail him at lpitts@miamiherald.com.

Obama’s acceptance of nomination falls on anniversary of King’s
historic speech,  marking another chapter in a truly American story

C OU RT ESY OF  T H E  L IBR ARY OF  C ON GR ESS

BAR BAR A L . J OH N STON /PH ILAD ELPH IA  IN QU IR ER /M C T

Sen. Barack Obama is poised to accept
the nomination of the Democratic Party
for president of the United States.

COURTESY OF  WWW.MEDALOFFREEDOM.COM

On Aug. 28, 1963, Martin Luther King Jr.
delivered his most famous speech, “I
Have A Dream,” from the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial to a crowd surrounding
the Reflecting Pool and continuing to the
Washington Monument.
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After a strong performance 
at home against Mercer 
on Jan. 5th, the KSU men’s 
basketball team were unable 
to win either of their two road 
games during their Florida 
campaign, falling to North 
Florida on Saturday by a 
score of 81-72.

“North Florida came out and 
played to their strengths and 
we didn’t,” said KSU head coach 
Lewis Preston.

Following a triple overtime 
loss against Jacksonville on 
Thursday, stamina was much 
of the story as the Owls took 
on the Ospreys.  The Owls kept 
pace with the Ospreys for much 
of the game, even grabbing 
a four-point lead midway 
through the second half.  
However, behind the play of 
stellar guard Parker Smith, the 
Ospreys opened up a 17-3 run 
and never looked back, burying 
the Owls.

“We continue to get better,” 
Preston said.  

For the second consecutive 
game, Markeith Cummings led 
the Owls on the score sheet, 
registering 28 points.  Freshman 
forward Nigel Pruitt added 10 
points, tying his career-high.

“Nigel is getting better each-
and-every day, each-and-every 
game,” Preston said of the play 
from his freshman forward.  
“The beauty of all of that is he 
is playing, where other guys his 
age are sitting down right now 
watching.  He’s going to benefit 
from that as a sophomore, a 
junior and a senior.”

Despite shooting 55 percent 
from the field in the first half, 
KSU committed 14 turnovers, 
which led to 15 Osprey points.  

“We’re shooting the ball 
very well right now,” Preston 
said.  “We are getting better 
defensively.  The next step for 
us is to understand what we 
are doing offensively that is 
working for us right now.”  

The Owls finished 0-2 in 

their trip to the Sunshine 
State.  Before falling to North 
Florida, the Owls suffered 
a heartbreaking loss to the 
Jacksonville Dolphins.

The loss against Jacksonville 
overshadowed a career night 
for Cummings, who scored 29 
points and moved into 10th 
place on the Atlantic Sun’s 

all-time scoring list.  Delbert 
Love contributed 25 points 
and Aaron Anderson recorded 
his fifth double-double of the 
season with 12 points and  

11 rebounds.  
After trailing 57-47 with 

a little over 12 minutes to 
play in the second half, the 
Dolphins rallied and took their 
first lead of the game 61-60 
with six minutes left to play 
in regulation.  The lead would 
be exchanged seven times 
before the Owls grabbed the 
advantage off a combined 
3 points by Cummings and 
freshman Myles Hamilton with 
16 seconds to play.  

The Dolphins did not waiver, 
draining a three-pointer with 10 
seconds on the clock, sending 
the game into overtime.  

After trailing midway through 
the first overtime, the Owls  
took the lead 81-80.  However, a  
KSU turnover gave the ball back 
to Jacksonville, and Russell 
Powell made one of two free 
throw attempts to tie the  
game at 81 and send it into a 
second overtime.  

As both teams battled in the 
second overtime, Anderson 
was only able to make one of 
two free throws for the Owls, 
notching the game even 
at 86, and sending it into a 
third overtime.  It was in that 
overtime that the Dolphins 
grabbed the lead and never 
lost it, winning the game 99-92.  
Cummings was held scoreless 
in the first two overtimes,  
and had just 3 points in the  
final overtime.  

“Coming out of the weekend 
0-2 when we had a chance to 
win one of them, and we had 
a chance to grab two out on 
the road, I’m happy of the way 
our young guys are playing, 
and I’m happy with the way 
our veterans are stepping up,” 
Preston said.  “We have to come 
out with the same energy and 
passion we did in our last  
home game.”

The Owls will return to the 
convocation center when 
they take on USC Upstate on 
Thursday, Jan. 17 at 7:00 p.m.

OWLS FALL SHORT IN FLORIDA CAMPAIGN
Eric Fuller Sports Editor

Matt Boggs | The Sentinel

Markeith Cummings moved into 10th place on the Atlantic Sun’s all-time scoring list.
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ICE HOCKEY REMAINS PERFECT 
Tom Mudrak Staff Writer

The Kennesaw State Ice 
Hockey Team has never 
entered January undefeated, 
and  that’s saying something 
considering this school won 
a national championship in 
2007. That year, the Owls lost 
seven games. But these Owls 
aren’t comparing themselves to 
that edition of the KSU Ice Owls. 

This team is ranked  No. 
5 in the country and only 

trails Central Florida in the 
Southeastern Division of 
ACHA D3. They opened the 
January schedule on Friday by 
continuing their winning ways, 
downing the Georgia Bulldogs 
7-3. With the victory, the Owls 
improved their record to 17-0. 

The Owls came out rusty to 
open the game and trailed by 
one at the first intermission. 
KSU went on to score three in 

the second period and  
four in the third to put the 
Bulldogs away. 

Team Captain Jake Garrison 
says he feels good about the 
direction of this team. “Last 
night, we got a lot of penalties 
and trailed early, but the team 
got better as the game went 
and that is something you 
always want to be able to say 
about your team.”

 The Owls added four 
freshmen over the winter break, 
including Max Cousineau and 
Dom Calaerigo who both tallied 
two goals in the Owls’ win.

The Owls will host division 
leader Central Florida at the 
Ice Forum on Jan. 25 , but they 
must first travel to Virginia 
this week to play what team  
President Jake Garrison is 
calling “the toughest weekend 

Courtesy of Steve Hampton, H&H Multimedia LLC

of the season.” 
The Owls will face D2 

opponents Liberty University 
and the University of Delaware 
with the seventh-ranked 
Christopher Newport Captains 
in between.

For more information visit 
www.ksuhockey.com

Bruno Courchesre looks to score 
on a break away chance for KSU.

CALENDAR
HOCKEY

18-20
D2 TOURNAMENT @ 
LIBERTY UNIVERSITY
JANUARY 18-20

CENTRAL FLORIDA 
JANUARY 24-25
@10 PM

24-25

26
VANDERBILT
JANUARY 26
@10 PM

8-9
FLORIDA GULF COAST
UNIVERSITY
FEBRUARY 8-9
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January 11 officially kicked 
off the spring track season 
for the KSU Owls. The team 
travelled to Birmingham  
on Friday to compete in  
the Blazer Invitational  
hosted by the University of  
Alabama-Birmingham. 

With only a week of training 
under their belts and still 
recovering from the sudden 
death of teammate Jonathan 
Garner; the Owls struggled to 
open the spring schedule. Amid 
the disappointment, several 
seniors had nice outings  
for the Owls.

Senior Michelle Quimby 
finished first in pole vault. In 
distance, Senior Ryan Burruss 
finished seventh in the 3000m. 
Sadio Diallo ran for two Top-12 
finishes, including an  
eighth place showing in the  
60-meter dash.

The meet was very beneficial 
for scouting and motivational 
purposes according to Assistant 
Coach Agne Eggerth, noting “It 
was good to see other teams in 
person; very educational for us”. 
A-Sun foes Lipscomb and East 
Tennessee State joined KSU in 
the invitational.

The Owls saw the most 
success in the throwing 
competitions. Senior Gwen 
Jones broke her own school 
record to place third in shot put. 
Meanwhile, Suzee Mills placed 
fourth in weight throw. 

Sprinter Alicia Whittle was a 
noticeable bright spot for KSU 
according to Coach Eggerth. 
The sophomore missed all of 
last semester with a broken 
ankle and posted a fourth  
place finish in the 60-meter  
in her return. 

When asked what the 
coaching staff took away from 
the meet, Agne said simply “we 
have to train harder”. In the eyes 
of the coaching staff, returning 
to the routine is the best 
medicine for the Owls.

The team was welcomed 
back from winter break with 6 
a.m. workouts and the Owls will 
have to train hard if they want 
to defend their A-Sun title.

The squad will hit the road 
again this weekend to compete 
in the Niswonger Invitational in 
Johnson City, Tenn. 

Tom Mudrak Staff Writer

TRACK OPENS  
2013 CAMPAIGN  
in Birmingham

TRACK & FIELD 
@ NISWONGER INU
FRIDAY 1/18
ALLDAY
JOHNSON CITY, TN 

18
MEN’S LACROSSE
VS GA STATE
FRIDAY, 1/18
5 PM
KENNESAW, GA

18
CALENDAR
SPORTS 17

MEN’S B-BALL VS USC 
UPSTATE 
THURSDAY, 1/17
7PM
KENNESAW, GA

SATURDAY | JAN 19 @ 1PM

@ LIFE UNIVERSITY

RUGBY

USA South vs Mexico
Opening round of NACRA Tournament

19
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
VS EAST TENNESSEE STATE 
SATURDAY 1/19
5:30 PM
KENNESAW, GA
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The KSU women’s 
basketball team fell just short 
to Atlantic Sun rival North 
Florida on Saturday.  After 
failing to tie the game with a 
buzzer-beating 3-point attempt, 
the Owls fell to the Ospreys by a 
score of 52-49.

One week after losing to rival 
Mercer at home, the Owls took 
to the road against the Ospreys 
looking to claim their first 
conference win.  Their attempt 
was just short, as Ashley 
Holliday tried to ice the KSU 
comeback with an unsuccessful 
3-point attempt.

After trailing the Ospreys 
early, the Owls were able to chip 
away at a 19-point deficit before 
bringing the game within  
their grasp just seconds before 
time expired.

“We have to do a better job 
starting games,” said Kennesaw 

State head coach Nitra Perry.  
“The first four minutes in the 
last couple of games have really 
sunk us early. We gave them 
too many threes and too many 
shots in the first five minutes. 
We fought to get back in it but 
we never really recovered.”

With the loss, the Owls overall 
record dropped to 4-12, and 0-4 
in conference play.  

North Florida never lost the 
lead, as it jumped out to a 
19-point lead early.  A 9-0 run 
by the Owls brought KSU within 
11, after Holliday sunk a three.  
With back-to-back field goals 
from Kristina Wells, the Owls 
dwindled the Osprey lead  
down to just seven to end  
the half, 35-28.

At the start of the second half, 
North Florida extended its lead 
by 14, but Wells and Sametria 
Gideon both contributed six 

points, and cut the lead back to 
eight.  North Florida responded 
with a three to go up by 11.  
After back-to-back jumpers by 
Wells, Holliday drilled her third 
three-pointer of the ball game, 
bringing the Owls within five, 
52-47, with 2:08 to go.  

Stealing the ball on the 
Osprey’s next possession, 
Holliday found Gideon, who 
drained the jumper to bring the 
Owls within three.  With just 
10 seconds left on the clock, 
Holliday found herself open 
beyond the arc, missing on the 
final shot of the game.  

Wells finished the game with 
20 points, her second 20-point 
game of the season.  Gideon 
recorded her third consecutive 
double-double, notching 11 
points and 10 rebounds.   
Wells also finished with a 56 
shooting percentage.

“Wells did a heck of a job 
tonight,” added Perry of her 
sophomore guard. “She got to 
the basket and did everything I 
asked her to do. We’re just  
going to lick our wounds today 
and comeback out ready to  
go on Monday.”

The Owls will remain 
in Jacksonville, Fla. for a 
Monday night contest against 
Jacksonville University.  

LADY OWLS JUST SHY OF COMEBACK, 
lose to North Florida

Eric Fuller Sports Editor

Chantel Kennedy and the Owls failed 
to score early against North Florida. 
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