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CAMPUS FLOODED
Classes cancelled due to torrential rain

Special to The Sentinel
Students wade through flood waters in front of the KSU Student Center. The campus was officially closed at 1:18 p.m. on Monday, cancelling classes and shutting down offices across KSU.

HeatHer Cook
Staff Writer

 Campus police have begun 
reinforcing smoking restric-
tions.
 kSU police began issuing 
judicial and/or administrative 
referrals on Sept. 16 to smok-
ers who are in violation of the 
campus smoking policy, and 
new “No Smoking” signs have 
been placed around campus.
 Since Jan. 1, 2006 kSU has 
been a “restricted smoking 
campus,” providing designated 
areas for smokers and smoke-
free air for non-smokers.
 “this means that smoking is 
prohibited in all campus build-
ings and is permitted only in 
specially-designated outdoor 
areas,” said kemper anderson, 
assistant director of Public 
Safety. “Compliance with the 
rules has never been 100 per-
cent and, in recent months, the 
number of people not abiding by 
the rules has increased substan-
tially. related complaints from 
students, faculty and staff have 
resulted in this increased focus 

on enforcement.”
 “Very few people are using 
the smoking areas, and I’m sure 
there have been complaints,” 
said Christy Davis, a senior 
majoring in health and exercise 
science.
   Smoking is prohibited inside 
all campus buildings and in kSU 
vehicles. Designated smoking 
areas are clearly marked with 
signs.
 the designated smoking 
areas around kSU are located 
outside of the Convocation 
Center, kennesaw Hall, the 
Burruss Building, the Student 
Center, Willingham Hall, the 
Legacy Gazebo, the Wilson and 
Music Buildings, the athletic 
Fields, the kSU Center, Campus 
Services, Chastain Pointe, the 
Science and Clendenin buildings 
and the houses on Frey Lake 
road. a map of all these loca-
tions can be found at kennesaw.
edu/ehs/attachments/pdf/smok-
ing_map.pdf.
 “the number/location of 
designated smoking areas 
on campus is determined 
by the kSU Department of 

environmental Health & Safety 
based upon input from a broad 
spectrum of stakeholders,” said 
anderson. “the Department of 

Public Safety is tasked with en-
forcing duly-enacted rules and 
regulations in this regard.”
 With the tighter enforcement 

of the smoking policy, officers 
will approach offenders, remind 
them of the policy, and if they do 

Smoking policy enforced

Paul Daly | The Sentinel
Campus police ticket a student for smoking in a no-smoking area outside of the Student Center on Tuesday, Sept. 
16. Smoking restrictions are now being enforced across campus, and violators will receive judicial and/or admin-
istrative referrals. There are 12 designated smoking areas around KSU.

CaItLyN VaN orDeN
NeWS editor

Flooding on Monday, Sept. 21 caused 
campus to close Monday through 
Wednesday of last week and resulted 

in millions of dollars in damages on 
campus.
kennesaw received 8.91 inches of 
rainfall on Sept. 21, according to the 
WeatherBug Live tracking Station 
Network.

kSU President Dan Papp appeared on 
owl radio Monday, Sept. 28 and said 
that while exact figures are still being 
assessed, damages to campus totaled 
between $1 and $2 million.
 kSU began emailing alerts around 

noon on Sept. 21, saying that while the 
campus was still open, driving condi-
tions were unsafe and to not come to 
campus “unless absolutely necessary.” 
at approximately 12:45 p.m., kSU sent 

Michael Matuson | The SentinelAdeolu Adebayo | The Sentinel

See SMOKING, page 3

See FLOOD , page 2

More pictures in this week’s special flood section: see pages 12 and 13.
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What: KAB comedy Night
When: Tues. Sept. 29, 7 p.m.
Where: University Rooms, Student center
Details: Featuring Dan cummins of Last comic 
Standing

What: ONE Mile with TOMS
When: Thurs. Oct. 1, 12 – 2 p.m.
Where: campus green
Details: To register: kennesaw.edu/
onemilewithtoms; for more info: 770-499-
3222

What: Hockey vs. East carolina University
When: Fri. Oct. 2 and Sat. Oct. 3, 10 p.m.
Where: Town center Ice Forum
Details: $3 for students

What: Volleyball vs. University of North Florida
When: Fri. Oct. 2, 7 p.m.
Where: convocation center

What: Volleyball vs. Jacksonville University
When: Sat. Oct. 3, 3:30 p.m.
Where: convocation center

What: graduate programs open house
When: Sat. Oct. 3, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Where: University Rooms, Student center
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3209 Cobb Parkway
Kennesaw, GA 30152

770-974-4808

168 Ernest W. Barrett Pkwy
Marietta, GA 30066

770-424-6924

3426 South Cobb Drive
Smyrna, GA 30080

770-434-1944

3535 Austell Road
Marietta, GA 30008

770-801-1555

Customer Appreciation

$7.00 Off
Full Service Oil Change

Good at locations listed above only.
Expires 12/31/09 - Not valid with any other offers (CD1)

Turn to us for all your mechanical needs
Diagnostics & Tune-Up • Coolant Flush/Fill

Air Conditioning Service • C.V. Boot and Axle Replacement
Transmission Service • Fuel System Cleaning

Air & Fuel Filters • General Engine Repairs
Batteries, Starters, Alternators, Wipers, Lights, Belts & Hoses

$59.99
Oil Change &

Rotate & Balance
Includes Free Brake
Inspection • OCRB

$99.99
Oil Change &

Fuel Injection Service

OCF1

$20.00 OFF
Oil Change &
Coolant Flush

Most Cars • OCCF

out a flash flood warning, but campus 
remained open. By 1 p.m., campus was 
closed and classes were cancelled.
 Students played on the flooded 
Campus Green, pushed flooded cars 
and even canoed down Campus Loop 
road on Monday.
 at about 4:30 p.m. on Sept. 21, kSU 
sent an email saying that campus would 

remain closed all day tuesday, Sept. 22.
 Papp sent a memorandum at noon on 
Sept. 22 updating the kSU community 
on the condition of campus and stated 
that a decision would be reached by 
6 p.m. that day as to whether campus 
would be open the next day.
 “Various teams of personnel as-
sociated with the office of the Vice 
President for operations worked 
through the remainder of the day yes-
terday and throughout the night to 
assess the extent of the damage to our 
campus, and it is extensive,” said Papp 
in his email. “the good news is, as far 
as we are aware, no one in the kSU 
community was injured.”
 Papp sent another memorandum at 
6 p.m. on Sept. 22 saying that due to 
“extensive damage,” classes were can-
celled for students on Wednesday, Sept. 
23, with the exception of Continuing 
education classes at the kSU Center.
 “However, all faculty and staff who 
are scheduled to work on Wednesday, 
Sept. 23, should report for duties at 
their normally appointed times,” said 
Papp in his email.
 Papp’s email also said, “We have 

been advised by the State Department of 
administrative Services (DoaS) that the 
State is not responsible for weather-re-
lated damage to personal vehicles. thus, 
kSU students, faculty or staff who expe-
rienced damage to their vehicles while 
parked on campus should pursue the 
matter with your personal insurers.”
 Papp sent a final memorandum on 
Wednesday, Sept. 23 at 1 p.m. saying 
that classes would resume thursday, 
Sept. 24 as regularly scheduled.
 Papp also said that it would take 
“several weeks to address all of the 
damage that the university sustained.”
 “Governor Sonny Perdue issued an 
executive order declaring a state of 
emergency in 17 counties, including 
Cobb,” according to a Cobb County 
emergency Management agency situa-
tion report dated Sept. 25.
according to the Georgia emergency 
Management agency, Cobb is among 
the fourteen Georgia counties eli-
gible to receive Public assistance 
support from the Federal emergency 
Management agency (FeMa), mean-
ing federal funds will be allocated to 
recover costs of flood damage.

Adeolu Adebayo | The Sentinel
Students play on the flooded Campus Green on Monday (above). Commuter students experienced difficulty getting on and off campus, and 
residential students’ parking was also affected by the flood, as seen in the parking lot at University Place (bottom left). Students pose in their 
rain-proof ponchos outside the Student Center (bottom right).

Michael Matuson | The Sentinel Special to The Sentinel
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QUALIFY FOR A CASH BONUS UP TO $40,000 AND

UP TO $80,000 FOR COLLEGE.

VISIT THE HOME CENTER SHOPPING CENTER OR

CALL 1-888-827-5301 TODAY TO LEARN MORE.

Egg donors nEEdEd
The Reproductive Biology Egg Bank is seeking women between the ages of 21 
and 30 who would like to donate their eggs to infertile couples who otherwise could 
not conceive. Your donation is completely anonymous and compensation of $6000 
- $8000 will be paid for your valuable time.

The advantages of donating to the RBA egg bank include:
Quicker compensation, as no matching is needed •	
Donation done at your convenience; no recipient coordination required•	
Increased compensation with additional donations•	
Decrease in cost for recipients, allowing more women to utilize this •	
technology who otherwise could not 

For more information about our EGG DONATION PROGRAM call 404-843-0579 or 
visit our website at www.rba-online.com.

New hope. New life.
1150 Lake Hearn Drive, Suite 400

Atlanta, GA 30342
404.257.1900 / 888.722.4483

www.rba-online.com

aNDy NeLSoN
Staff Writer

 the kSU Collegiate recovery Center 
(CrC) hosted its second annual run for 
recovery 5k on Saturday, Sept. 19 in 
order to raise money for future events 
and scholarships for people who are 
part of the CrC’s recovery community.  
 the CrC is part of the Student 
Success Services Counseling Center 
and offers a community for students 
who are in the process of overcoming 
any addictive disorders.   
   It offers 12-step meetings, seminar 
classes and academic advisement for its 
members. teresa Johnston, the director 
of the CrC, said that apart from raising 
money, their fundraisers are also de-
signed to inform the public about their 
cause. 
 “our main focus is to raise com-
munity awareness and to remove the 
stigma associated with drug addiction,” 
said Johnston. 
 the race kicked off at 9:30 a.m., and 
despite the overcast skies and periods 
of heavy rain 230 individuals par-
ticipated in the event compared to last 
year’s 204. all proceeds from the race 
went to the CrC.
 the overall  winner of the race was 
Jakob Lov, who crossed the finish 

line in 17:30.
 “I treated it like a practice,” said 
Lov, an active cross country runner. 
“It’s always good to push up the speed 
and a race is the best practice. every 
time you race, you improve yourself.” 
 the first female finisher was Cobb 
County resident kelly Johnson, who 
finished with a time of 20:40.
 “I was running for fun, and I really 
like the cause,” said Johnson, who 
works at Mizuno. “I think it’s cool to 
let people know there are other options 
out there if they’re hurting or going 
through a hard time.”
 the participants seemed to enjoy the 
race overall.
 “It helps me with my conditioning,” 
said Jennifer Bonn, instructor of French 
at kSU. “It’s great to see your improve-
ment from one race to another.”  
 “you get to recognize people who 
come to the races, and it’s great to 
see how you improve,” added eleana 
Chesney, also a Cobb County resident. 
Both women finished second in their 
age groups. 
 the race concluded at 10:30 a.m., 
and awards were given to the top three 
finishers in each age group. though a 
final count of money was unconfirmed, 
Johnston estimated the event raised 
close to $5,000.

HeatHer Cook
Staff Writer

 the first courses in the new Master of 
arts in american Studies (MaSt) began 
this fall. this semester 20 students are en-
rolled in the courses.
 “this first class of students is an excit-
ing group who bring a wonderful array 
of personal experiences to our program,” 
said Leeann Land, interim director of 
the MaSt program. “Some are teachers, 
others are fresh out of the undergradu-
ate programs and some are seeking new 
careers or vocational interests. they are 
already keen observers of american cul-
ture.”
 the MaSt program is unique to kSU 
because it is the only one of its kind in the 
University System of Georgia.

 Sarah robins, professor of english and 
english education, felt kSU needed the 
MaSt program, and on Nov. 10, 2008, the 
Board of regents approved the new mas-
ter’s program, allowing students to further 
their education and interests in a field that 
is becoming more and more popular.
 american Studies deals with american 
culture analyzed by many different fields, 
including history, philosophy, english and 
geography.
 “Ma in american Studies students 
are often involved in advocacy in human 
rights, the social justice movements, LGBt 
studies, popular culture and movements, 
such as the environmental movement that 
is making such an impact on american 
culture today,” said Cherie Miller, MaSt 
program administrator.
 the program involves 36 credit hours, 

and the courses are spread amongst all 
types of disciplines and departments. a 
MaSt degree enables graduates to seek 
employment in many different fields, such 
as education, human relations, journalism, 
nonprofit leadership and public relations.
 “In order to operate within our borders 
with a sensitivity for cultures beyond our 
borders, students need to be informed in 
a unique way,” said Miller. “kennesaw 
State has an ongoing initiative for students 
to ‘Go Global.’ We offer our students sev-
eral study abroad trips that will add to 
their knowledge in the area of research 
interest. Students in the Ma program can 
contextualize the Holocaust, study the 
transference of african-american culture 
to the dances now native to Brazil or visit 
the Galapagos Islands to learn about bio-
piracy and the development of a Latin 

american identity.”
 the deadline for applications for en-
rollment in the MaSt program for Spring 
2010 is Nov. 1.
 Graduate research assistantships 
(Gras) are also available for students 
enrolled in the MaSt program. the as-
sistantships allow tuition remission and a 
semester stipend of $2,000. 
   For more information about the MaSt 
program and Gras, visit http://amst.hss.
kennesaw.edu or contact Cherie Miller at 
678-797-2504.
 “our program will serve the needs of 
students seeking a broader understand-
ing of american communities and the 
americas in a global framework, skills for 
using methods of interdisciplinary inquiry 
and abilities for engaging productively in 
their civic duties,” said Land.

Master’s in American Studies now offered

not comply, they may be charged under 
local and state ordinances. additionally, 
the officers can answer questions regard-
ing the content of the smoking policy, 
but they will not argue about its fairness.
 “I don’t think violators should be pun-
ished by state law, but I do believe they 
should be punished through the school,” 
said Davis.
 “I’m okay with smoking where re-
quired, but I would prefer the locations 

to be better suited. Maybe a few covered 
areas spread out,” said Patrick rush, a 
senior english education major. “If stu-
dents were actually bothered by it, they 
would report it without being asked.”
 “all faculty, staff and students are en-
couraged to partner with the Department 
in this endeavor by politely educating 
smokers who may be unaware of the 
policy and encouraging those who are 
aware, but who have chosen to disregard 
it, to do the right thing,” said anderson.

5K race helps students 
outrun drug addiction

Garret MoLL
Staff Writer

Highway to the Danger Zone
 Shortly after midnight on aug. 
24, Sgt. Blalock observed a car exit 
I-75 onto Chastain road and dis-
play indicators that he was under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol. 
   Blalock pulled the car over, and 
as he exited his vehicle the suspect 
did a U-turn and started speeding 
in the other direction, running a red 
light and turning back onto I-75 
north. 
     Blalock pursued him and called 
dispatch for backup then alerted 
Cherokee and Bartow authorities 
that he was chasing the suspect 
into their counties. 
   as the cars passed over lake 
alatoona, Blalock noticed the 
suspect throw small white looking 
objects out of his window. 
   as the chase continued on, he no-
ticed an unmarked silver Charger 
following him at a high rate of 
speed. after checking with dis-
patch, he discovered it was an off 
duty Bartow County police officer. 
   During the pursuit, speeds 
reached in excess of 125 miles per 
hour. Further up the road, a Bartow 
officer carrying a k9 unit alerted 
Blalock that they had a visual and 
were also in pursuit.  
        as officers attempted to pit the 
vehicle, the suspect began slam-
ming on his brakes and speeding 
up again until finally exiting the 
highway at exit 306. 
     after driving on the wrong side 
of the road, the suspect pulled into 
a Quicktrip gas station and contin-
ued driving until his vehicle was 
off the road and onto a thicket of 
kudzu, where he proceeded to flee 
on foot. 
   the officers lost visuals of the 
target as he ran through the thicket, 
and waited until the Bartow k9 
unit arrived on the scene, at which 
point they drew their service 
weapons and assisted the k9 unit. 
about 250 yards into the brush 
they caught up to the suspect and 
Blalock observed the k9 biting 

into the suspect’s right and left 
arms until his handler arrived on 
the scene to pull him off.  
   the officers attempted to restrain 
the suspect, who began fighting 
back. Blalock was finally able to 
restrain the suspect and handcuffed 
him. 
   as the officers helped the sus-
pect to his feet, they noticed blood 
coming from the wounds that the 
k9 had inflicted on him and radi-
oed in for an ambulance. 
   the suspect refused to submit to 
field sobriety tests and they found 
a large quantity of cash, metal 
knuckles, and several condoms on 
him. the suspect received stitches 
from the bite wounds and was 
taken into custody. 

Drunk on Campus
 In the early hours of Sept. 9, 
officers responded to University 
Village in response to an intoxi-
cated white male. 
   on the scene they met with a 
resident assistant who advised 
them that the male and a female 
were in a dorm room yelling and 
screaming. the ra advised that he 
noticed the female trying to leave 
but that the male was apparently 
keeping her in the room. 
   the officer talked with the 
female and noticed the smell of 
an alcoholic beverage on her as 
well as bloodshot and glassy eyes.  
the officer asked if she had been 
drinking and she stated that she 
had not been. She submitted to an 
alco-Sensor test and registered a 
reading of 0.19 grams, then was 
later arrested. the male registered 
a 0.22 and was transported to the 

atlanta Detention Center, where 
he become combative and abusive 
to officers. He was placed in isola-
tion.

Sign Missing
 at approximately 9:03 a.m. on 
Sept. 16, an officer was dispatched 
to the University Village Health 
Clinic. Upon arrival, they noted 
that the sign on the south side of 
the building was missing. 
     the sign was described as a 3x5 
sign that says “kSU VILLaGe 
CLINIC” and valued at $300. It 
appeared the sign had been cut at 
the cable ties. there were no wit-
nesses.  

Stolen Laptop
 on tuesday, Sept. 1 at 12:20 
p.m., an officer was dispatched to 
the student center in reference to a 
lost laptop. the officer talked to a 
woman who noted that she noticed 
the laptop was missing during the 
security audit. She believed the It 
staff had the laptop but was told 
it was not in their possession. a 
report was filed.

Slashed Tires
 tuesday, Sept. 3, at approxi-
mately 10:34 p.m., an officer 
responded to the North Parking 
Deck in reference to damaged 
property. He met with a man who 
stated that one of his tires appeared 
to be slashed. the officer noted that 
the tire did appear to be slashed 
but was unsure if the slash was 
deep enough to cause the flat tire. 
the man stated he did not know 
anyone who would have commit-
ted the act. a report was filed.

• SMOKING from front page
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	 This	 has	 been	 one	 hot	 summer	 in	
America.	 Contrary	 to	 what	 you	 may	
be	 thinking,	 I	 am	 not	 talking	 about	 the	
temperature.	 The	 nation	 is	 politically	
polarized	 on	 health	 care.	 We	 have	 seen	
everything	from	unruly	 town	hall	meet-
ings	 and	 angry	 armed	 protestors,	 to	
an	 accumulation	 of	 folks	 gathering	 in	
Washington	 to	 protest	 the	 President’s	

health	 care	 plan.	 Amid	 this	 increas-
ingly	 hostile	 debate	 on	 health	 reform,	
the	 former	 president	 from	 Georgia	 de-
clared	 that	 an	 “overwhelming	 portion”	
of	 the	 resistance	against	Barack	Obama	
is	in	large	part	because	he	is	an	African-
American	 man.	 Well,	 I’m	 here	 to	 tell	
you	that	Jimmy	Carter	is	wrong.
	 Now,	let’s	put	this	in	perspective.	I	am	

not	 that	 naïve	 to	 think	
that	 there	 is	 not	 a	 fac-
tion	 of	 the	 President’s	
opposition	 which	 be-
lieves	that	Obama	is	not	
fit	to	be	the	leader	of	the	
free	world	because	he	is	
a	black	man.	
	 	 	 These	 people	 likely	
manifest	 themselves	
in	 the	 “birther”	 move-
ment,	 manufacture	 fake	
Kenyan	 birth	 certifi-
cates,	 show	 up	 to	 pro-
tests	 with	 pictures	 of	
African	 witch	 doctors,	
call	 for	 secession	 and	
shout	 various	 forms	 of	
hate	 speech.	 But,	 these	
people	 are	 also	 a	 small	
faction	of	the	opposition	
to	 the	 President’s	 plan	
and	 should	 definitely	
not	 be	 characterized	 as	
the	 “overwhelming	 por-
tion”	of	the	opposition.
	 But	 isn’t	 that	
what’s	 inherently	
wrong	with	this	debate?	
The	 small	 minority	
have	 been	 controlling	
the	 national	 conversa-
tion	 on	 health	 reform	

that	 the	 majority	 seems	 to	 want.	 These	
individuals	 receive	 biased	 and	 flat-out	
incorrect	talking	points	drummed	up	by	
special	interest	groups	whose	only	goal	
is	 to	stop	health	care	reform	at	any	and	
all	 cost.	 In	 addition,	 many	 Palinites	 go	
to	 the	 streets,	 not	 to	 necessarily	 pro-
test	any	bullet	points	on	the	President’s	
agenda	 but	 to	 simply	 protest	 the	 elec-
tion	 itself.	 It	 appears	 at	 times	 that	 this	
debate	will	never	be	civil.
	 It	certainly	doesn’t	help	that	 the	media	
is	 fascinated	 with	 this	 type	 of	 behavior.	
Let’s	 face	 it:	 we’re	 a	 nation	 of	 drama	
queens	 and	 the	 media	 knows	 it.	America	
just	seems	to	have	a	 love	for	disaster.	We	
see	 this	 in	 practice	 whenever	 we’re	 driv-
ing	 on	 the	 highway	 and	 notice	 ourselves	
slowing	down	to	check	out	a	car	wreck.	
	 	 	 Well,	 Jimmy	 Carter’s	 recent	 interview	
was	 a	 train	 wreck.	 Not	 only	 does	 Carter	
now	 give	 the	 unwelcome	 opportunity	 for	
those	on	the	left	to	portray	the	President	as	
a	“victim	of	malicious	racism,”	but	he	also	
opens	the	door	for	those	on	the	right	to	cry	
that	they’re	all	being	slandered	as	“racists”	
just	 because	 they	 oppose	 Obama’s	 plan.	
Neither	could	be	further	from	the	truth.
	 Don’t	 get	 me	 wrong.	 I	 realize	 that	 the	
aspect	 of	 race	 has	 been	 an	 issue	 with	 the	
new	 administration	 as	 soon	 as	 Barack	
Obama	 took	 his	 oath	 of	 office	 on	 Honest	
Abe’s	 Bible	 this	 January.	 He’s	 the	 first	
black	president.	It’s	to	be	expected.	
				However,	it	definitely	does	not	help	when	
a	 former	 president	 randomly	 comes	 back	
onto	 the	national	 stage	 and	 starts	 fanning	
the	 flames.	With	one	big	 fan	 too,	 I	might	
add.	 It	 didn’t	 take	 long	 before	 we	 started	
hearing	stories	about	possible	hate	crimes	
popping	 up	 around	 the	 country.	 Most	 no-
tably	regarding	a	white	youth	who	was	at-

tacked	by	two	black	fellow	students	
on	 a	 bus	 headed	 for	 Belleville	 West	
High	School	in	Illinois.	
	 Some	are	defending	Carter	and	saying	
that	now	is	the	time	for	a	good	look	at	race	
relations	 in	 America.	 Why	 in	 the	 world	
would	now	be	a	good	time	for	a	good	look	
at	 race?	 Didn’t	 we	 go	 over	 this	 last	 year	
when	then	Senator	Obama	gave	his	speech	
on	 the	 subject	 in	 Philadelphia?	 Was	 the	
topic	 not	 once	 again	 rehashed	 during	
that	 ridiculous	 “beer	 summit”	 earlier	 this	
summer	 when	 black	 Harvard	 Professor	
Henry	Louis	Gates	was	arrested	by	a	white	
officer?	 Did	 we	 not	 hear	 enough	 about	
black	 and	 white	 during	 the	 two	 month-	
long	coverage	of	Michael	Jackson’s	death?			
Now	is	not	 the	 time	 to	discuss	race.	With	
nearly	 14,000	 people	 losing	 their	 health	
insurance	 every	 day,	 now	 is	 the	 time	 for	
action.
	 Kevin	is	a	senior	who	studies	economics	
and finance. Catch him Sundays when he 
hosts	“The	Great	American	Culture	Clash”	
from	11:00am-1:00pm	on	ksuradio.com.

	 You	have	the	right	to	remain	silent;	you	
have	the	right	to	an	attorney;	you	have	the	
right	to	worship	(or	not);	you	have	the	right	
to	 make	 good	 choices,	 or,	 as	 the	 elector-
ate	 proved	 in	 2006	 and	 2008,	 you	 have	
the	 right	 to	 make	 bad	 choices.	 	You	 have	
the	 right	 to	 life,	 liberty	 and	 the	 pursuit	 of	
happiness.	 You	 have	 these	 rights	 just	 be-
cause	you	are	a	human	being.		If	you	are	a	
spiritual	person,	your	 rights	are	gifts	 from	
your	 Creator;	 if	 you	 are	 a	 humanist,	 then	
your	rights	are	part	of	your	core	operating	
system.	 	 Either	 way,	 rights	 are	 yours	 and	
do	not	 require	 the	permission	of	any	man,	
woman	or	government.
	 Common	sense	 reasons	 that	your	 rights	
end	where	mine	begin.		If	a	60-inch	plasma	
screen	 television	 is	part	of	your	pursuit	of	
happiness,	you	are	 free	 to	pursue	 it	unless	
that	pursuit	leads	you	to	take	the	one	in	my	
living	 room.	 	Then	 you	 are	 likely	 to	 meet	
with	 my	 right	 to	 defend	 my	 home	 with	 a	
large	 dog	 and	 a	 larger	 gun.	 	 My	 right	 to	
defend	 my	 property	 supersedes	 your	 at-
tempted	 theft	 of	 said	 property.	 Once	 we	
accept	this	axiom,	everyone	gets	along.			
			Rights,	like	my	ability	to	defend	my	life,	
liberty	and	property,	are	absolute.		In	other	
words,	 rights	 are	 colorblind	 and	 non-dis-
criminatory:	thus,	the	right	of	a	redheaded,	
one-eyed	 stepchild	 of	 a	 crack-addled	 in-
vestment	banker	is	no	more	special	or	pow-
erful	 than	 another’s	 right.	 	 To	 paraphrase	
a line from one of the finest books ever 
penned,	 your	 right	 is	 not	 a	 claim	 on	 any	
other	person’s	right.		We	have	the	privilege	

of	living	our	lives	without	someone	claim-
ing	a	part	of	our	life.	 	
	 Despite	a	thousand	Facebook	updates	to	
the	 contrary,	 mandatory	 taxpayer	 funded	
health	 care	 is	 not	 a	 right;	 it’s	 theft.	 	 The	
founders were specific in what they be-

lieved	were	fundamental	rights,	and	health	
care	was	not	among	them.		Perhaps	this	was	
because	in	the	1700s,	doctors	were	actually	
little more than glorified barbers whose fa-
vorite	treatments	included	bloodletting	with	
leeches,	 colonic	 purgatives	 and	 anesthe-
sia-free	 surgery—18th	 century	 health	 care	
was	 as	 dangerous	 as	 the	 disease.	 	 On	 the	
other	hand,	perhaps,	the	thought	of	forcing	
neighbors	to	pay	for	neighbors’	visits	to	the	
apothecary	was	an	anathema	not	only	to	the	
founders’	 individualist	 natures	 but	 also	 in	
the	conviction	of	the	sovereignty	of	all	men	
over	their	lives.			

	 No	 one	 will	 deny	 you	 your	 right	 to	
pursue	 the	 best	 health	 care	 within	 your	
means.	 	 However,	 once	 you	 expect	 some-
one	 else	 to	 pay	 for	 your	 sore	 throat,	 or	 a	
hospital	 or	 doctor	 to	 render	 free	 service,	
then	you	are	expecting	special	treatment	not	

offered	to	others	and	you	
offer	 nothing	 in	 return.		
You	are	a	moocher.				
			Education,	health	care,	
food	 stamps	 and	 other	
‘expectations’	 paid	 for	
by	 others	 may	 be	 social	
niceties	and	arguably	are	
required	 for	 some	 level	
of	societal	well-being.		
			However,	if	support	of	
those	institutions	is	com-
pulsory,	then	they	are	no	
longer	 niceties,	 but	 theft	
of	labor.		When	a	man	or	
woman	 works,	 he/she	 is	

entitled	to	a	wage.	 	Forcing	a	wage	earner	
to	provide	entitlements	for	others	is	theft.				
	 	 	 While	 the	 current	 discussion	 is	 about	
health	 care,	 I	 am	 also	 using	 ‘entitlements’	
in	 the	 largest	 sense—corporations	 who	
make	 poor	 decisions	 are	 no	 more	 entitled	
to	 our	 support	 than	 individuals	 who	 make	
poor	 decisions.	 	 The	 other	 side	 of	 enjoy-
ing	 the	 rights	 we	 have	 is	 that	 people	 are	
allowed	spectacular	successes	or	epic	 fail-
ures.	 	Either	way,	 they	are	free	 to	 revel	or	
wallow	in	the	results	of	their	efforts.
	 Is	 this	 a	 callous	 position?	 	 That’s	 what	
the	 taxers	 and	 takers	 want	 you	 to	 believe.		

Imagine	 how	 angry	 you	 would	 be	
if	 someone	 stole	 your	 iPod,	 mobile	
phone	or	favorite	pen.		How	would	you	
feel	if	you	worked	30	hours,	but	the	boss	
decided	 to	 pay	 you	 for	 20,	 saying	 that	 he	
had	a	friend	who	needed	the	other	10	hours	
worth	of	wages?		Imagine	he	did	this	to	you	
every	week.		
			I	argue	that	it	is	cruel	and	immoral	to	en-
slave	a	person	to	any	other	person;	and	that	
it	 is	particularly	evil	when	done	under	 the	
threat	of	 imprisonment	or,	 through	the	use	
of	 that	 other	 dastardly	 enslavement:	 	 the	
greater	good.			Forcing	anyone	to	hand	over	
his	or	her	property	 is	 theft.	We	must	stand	
up	against	the	looters,	the	moochers	and	the	
statists	 from	 both	 political	 parties,	 or	 we	
will	continue	to	see	the	modern	day	colonic	
purgative	of	our	rights	and	our	freedoms.
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	 	 	 In	my	 last	article,	 I	discussed	some	
of	the	conspiracy	theories	that	crop	up	
into	public	discourse	every	September.	
Most	 people	 rightfully	 relegate	 such	
ideas	 to	 the	 very	 fringe	 of	 what	 is	
considered	 probable.	 Unfortunately,	
there	are	some	commonly-believed	in-
accurate	 theories	 postulated	 by	 those	
who	 accept	 that	 Al-Qaeda	 may	 have	
been	involved	in	the	attacks.	
	 The	most	common	of	these	theories	
is	the	idea	that	Al-Qaeda	is	controlled	
by	 the	 CIA.	 Most	 people	 will	 reject	
this	 crazy	 idea,	but	 they	may	be	will-
ing	to	accept	the	basis	of	this	hypoth-
esis.	
	 	 	 Proponents	 of	 this	 theory	 always	
point	 to	 the	 Soviet	 invasion	 of	
Afghanistan	 as	 “evidence”	 of	 U.S.	
ties	to	Bin	Laden.	They	are	not	alone.	
Many	people	believe	that	America	was	
covertly	 assisting	 Bin	 Laden	 during	
that	 war.	 Even	 people	 who	 should	
know	better	 are	willing	 to	 accept	 this	
claim.
	 It	is	easy	to	see	how	this	myth	came	
into	 being.	 We	 tend	 to	 think	 of	 wars	
as	 being	 between	 two	 homogenous	
sides.	 During	 World	 War	 II,	 the	 un-
likely	allies	of	the	U.S.	and	the	Soviet	
Union	 put	 up	 a	 united	 front	 against	
Hitler.	When	the	Soviet	Union	invaded	
Afghanistan	in	1979,	they	faced	tough	
resistance.	 When	 Americans	 turn	 on	
the	news	and	see	this	resistance,	there	
is	a	 tendency	to	assume	that	everyone	
was	 opposing	 the	 Soviet	 invaders	 for	
the	same	reasons.	

	 This	 was	 not	 the	 case.	 U.S.	 assis-
tance	to	Afghan	mujahedeen	who	were	
fighting	 the	 Soviet-backed	 Marxist	
regime	 in	 Afghanistan	 began	 during	
the	Carter	administration.	
	 	 	 The	 resulting	 instability	 of	 the	
Afghan	 government	 prompted	 the	
Soviets	to	invade	Afghanistan	in	order	
to	 put	 down	 this	 resistance	 and	 keep	
the	Communists	in	power.	
			Over	the	course	of	this	ten-year	war,	
U.S.	 covert	 assistance	 to	 the	 Afghan	
mujahedeen	 increased	 exponentially.	
All	 U.S.	 aid	 was	 funneled	 in	 through	
Pakistan.	
	 	 	 Unfortunately,	 native	 Afghans	 de-
fending	 their	 homes	 weren’t	 the	 only	
people	 fighting	 the	 Soviets.	 The	
propaganda	 spread	 throughout	 the	
Muslim	 world	 was	 that	 of	 godless	
Communists	trying	to	destroy	Islam.	
	 	 	Many	Afghans	are	devout	Muslims,	
and	 images	 of	 this	 war	 prompted	 co-
religionists	 around	 the	world	 to	 flock	
to	 Afghanistan	 to	 join	 this	 fight.	
Among	 them	 were	 Bin	 Laden	 and	 his	
thugs.	
	 	 	 The	 U.S.	 government	 never	 gave	
any	 assistance	 to	 non-Afghan	 fight-
ers.	Bin	Laden	had	his	 own	 financing	
and	didn’t	need	U.S.	assistance.	
	 Shortly	before	 the	Soviets	 left, 	Bin	
Laden	 and	 Abdullah	 Azzam	 formed	
what	 would	 come	 to	 be	Al-Qaeda	 for	
the	 purpose	 of	 fighting	 similar	 wars	
around	 the	 world	 on	 behalf	 of	 the	
Muslim	community.	
	 	 	 Because	 of	 the	 complex	 and	 covert	

nature	of	this	war,	it 	is	easy	to	assume	
that	 the	 CIA	 had	 been	 working	 with	
Bin	 Laden	 and	 the	 terrorists	 who	
would	 later	 attack	 America.	 The	 de-
tails	are	much	more	nuanced	than	this	
myth.	 America	 had	 no	 role	 in	 creat-
ing	Al-Qaeda.	Bin	Laden	and	his	gang	
of	 fanatics	 simply	 capitalized	 on	 the	
propaganda	 value	 of	 the	 Soviet	 War	
to	 allow	 them	 to	 engage	 in	 religious	
wars	elsewhere.
	 When	 Rudy	 Giuliani	 recited	 the	
overused	 line	 that	 “they	 hate	 us	 for	
our	 freedom,”	 there	 were	 some	 who	
rightly	 pointed	 out	 that	 a	 hatred	 of	
America’s	freedom	was	not	the	reason	
why	Al-Qaeda	attacked	America.	
	 	 	 Bin	 Laden’s	 1996	 fatwa	 lists	 out	
several	 reasons	 behind	 his	 declara-
tion	 of	 war	 against	 America,	 includ-
ing	 U.S.	 support	 for	 Israel	 and	 secu-
lar	Arab	regimes,	the	heavy	sanctions	
imposed	 on	 Iraq	 and	 the	 presence	 of	
U.S.	 troops	 in	 Saudi	 Arabia	 during	
the	Gulf	War.	
	 	 	 Terrorism	 scholar	 Robert	 Pape	 and	
former	 CIA	 chief	 of	 the	 Bin	 Laden	
unit	 Michael	 Scheuer	 claim	 that	 Bin	
Laden	 seeks	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 en-
tirely	 political	 goals, 	 since	 terrorism	
is	political	in	nature.	Such	statements	
give	 the	 impression	 that	 Al-Qaeda	
operates	according	to	a	rational-actor	
model.	
	 	 	What	 such	 apologists	 for	 terrorism	
fail 	 to	 consider	 is	 that	 all 	 of	 these	
supposedly	 political	 goals	 of	 Al-
Qaeda	are	religiously	motivated.	Why	

would	they	care	about	the	pres-
ence	 of	 infidels	 on	 holy	 ground	
if	 this	 were	 not	 about	 religious	
militancy?	
	 For	 humans	 to	 live	 peacefully	
among	 each	 other	 requires	 the	 su-
premacy	 of	 reason	 over	 irrationality.	
We	 can	 reason	 with	 survival-oriented	
regimes	 like	 Saudi	 Arabia,	 but	 we	
cannot	 have	 an	 amicable	 understand-
ing	with	fanatics.		U.S.	policy	towards	
the	Middle	East	definitely	needs	seri-
ous	 reform,	 but	 we	 still	 cannot	 toler-
ate	terrorists	who	kill	innocent	people	
for	no	 rational	 reason.	Let	 this	be	 the	
lesson	 of	 9/11,	 and	 please	 let’s	 stop	
with	all	of	these	ridiculous	conspiracy	
theories.	 The	 U.S.	 government	 might	
be	 evil,	 but	 there	 is	 also	 much	 worse	
out	 there,	 including	 the	 terrorists	 that	
some	are	so	quick	to	defend.

Debunking 9/11 conspiracy theories: Part II

JAMES	SWIFT
Columnist
	
	 	 	 In	 the	 southeastern	 United	 States,	
football	 is	 religion.	 	There	 is	 not	 even	
a	 need	 to	 throw	 in	 “practically”	 or	
“virtually”	 within	 such	 a	 statement,	
as	 each	 autumn,	 the	 typically	 protes-
tant	 Georgian	 composition	 rebukes	 its	
monotheistic	devotion	and	whole-heart-
edly	embraces	 the	gods	of	 the	gridiron	
as	something	of	a	neo-pagan	faith.	
	 There’s	 something	 in	 the	 air,	 some-
thing	 amidst	 the	 tailgate	 exhaust	 and	
the	 freshly	 crisped	 leaves	 that	 reeks	
of	 our	 collective	 barbarian	 roots,	 that	
somehow,	 while	 seated	 in	 our	 lawn	
chairs,	 we	 are	 breathing	 in	 the	 same	
oxygen	 particles	 that	 our	 raping,	 pil-
laging	forefathers	once	inhaled.	
			Of	course,	we,	with	our	iced	cappuc-
cinos	 and	 our	 debit	 cards,	 are	 far	 too	
civilized	 to	 partake	 of	 such	 reptilian-
brained	 bloodshed	 and	 debauchery;	 by	
proxy,	 those	 22	 kids	 on	 the	 field	 have	
become	 physical	 representations	 of	
our	 own	 suppressed,	 quasi-murderous	
animalistic	 instinct	 and	 with	 corporate	
sponsorship,	to	boot.	

	 I	 recently	 undertook	 something	 of	 a	
surreptitious	 project:	 for	 one	 weekend	
I	 stationed	 myself	 at	 the	 same	 sports	
bar,	 viewing	 the	 group	 makeup	 and	
viewing	 habits	 of	 both	 the	 Saturday	
college	football	 throng	and	the	Sunday	
afternoon	 pro	 crowd.	 Of	 course,	 I	 ex-
pected	 to	 note	 discrepancies,	 but	 the	
end	 result,	 rather	 surprisingly,	 was	 a	
revelatory	 glimpse	 into	 the	 socioeco-
nomic	stratum	of	the	concurrent.	
	 The	college	 football	atmosphere	has	
something	 of	 a	 party	 vibe;	 the	 “big	
game”	 more	 or	 less	 seems	 as	 if	 but	 a	
social	 mixer—just	 another	 excuse	 to	
break	out	a	 surplus	of	alcoholic	bever-
ages.	There	are	a	lot	of	females	at	these	
games,	and	the	median	age	of	the	mass	
seems	to	skew	toward	a	younger	demo-
graphic.	
	 	 	No	one	knows	 the	name	of	 the	play-
ers	 on	 the	 field,	 and	 the	 most	 adamant	
fans,	the	ones	who	hoot	and	holler	like	
barnyard	 animals,	 are	 souls	 that	 not	
only	did	not	attend	 the	schools	 they	so	
vociferously	 root	 for,	 they	 never	 went	
to	 college	 period.	 It’s	 a	 fairly	 relaxed	
environment,	with	lots	of	bright,	pastel-
hued	colors.	After	several	hours	of	ob-

servation,	 the	 whole	 scene	 coalesces	
into	 a	 goulash	 of	 neon-tinged	 depart-
ment	store	hoodies,	glowing	margaritas	
and	liquid	crystal	display	radiation.	
	 The	 next	 day,	 when	 waltzing	 into	
the	 same	 venue	 that	 just	 an	 evening	
before	was	cluttered	with	pick	up	truck	
driving	 dads	 and	 strawberry-scented	
co-eds,	 one	 undergoes	 something	 of	 a	
culture	 shock,	 as	 verily,	 professional	
football	 is	 an	 entirely	 different	 breed	
than	its	schoolboy	counterpart.	
	 The	venue	is	dark	and	dank,	the	only	
illumination	 in	 the	 edifice	 stemming	
from	 the	 wall-to-wall,	 cross-coun-
try	 pigskin	 coverage.	 If	 a	 commercial	
break	 transpires,	 you	 just	 simply	 get	
up	and	run	 to	another	TV.	Missing	one	
second	of	football,	even	if	it	is	a	mean-
ingless	game	played	betwixt	two	teams	
1500	 miles	 away,	 is	 an	 unforgivable	
trespass	to	the	pro	football	fanatic.	
	 The	 house	 is	 simply	 jam	 packed	
with	 ugly;	 there	 is	 no	 pretense	 and	
superficiality	 with	 the	 pro	 fan,	 and	
their	 appearances	 represents	 this	 ethos	
perfectly.	 You	 will	 not	 be	 seeing	 any	
glossy	 lipped,	 mini-skirted	 trust	 fund	
babies	 or	 spiky	 haired	 frat	 boys	 on	

Sunday	 evenings;	 rather,	 you	 envision	
a	 gaggle	 of	 beaten	 down,	 weathered	
human	beings:	if	coal	miners	wore	out-
moded	 football	 jerseys,	 than	 indisput-
ably,	 one	 could	 not	 tell	 the	 difference	
between	 the	 two.	 Even	 the	 waitresses	
are	 gritty	 looking;	 I	 swear,	 my	 server	
had	 what	 appeared	 to	 be	 a	 knife	 scar	
on	her	cheek.	
	 There’s	 no	 flirting,	 there	 is	 no	 min-
gling.	This	 is	 just	a	collection	of	 soci-
etal	 castoffs	 pulling	 for	 the	 one	 thing	
in	 their	 respective	 existences	 that	 still	
has	 value	 and	 significance.	 Sure,	 col-
lege	football	fans	may	love	their	team,	
but	 pro	 football	 fans	 literally	 live	
and	 die	 for	 Sunday	 afternoons.	 When	
people	 watch	 college	 ball,	 you	 see	
nothing	but	smiles.	When	people	watch	
pro	 football,	you	see	nothing	but	gruff	
grimaces	and	dedicated	stares.	College	
ball	 is	 fun	 amongst	 children;	 pro	 ball	
is	war	waged	by	adults.	
	 College	 football	 is	 but	 a	 distrac-
tion	 for	 the	 elitist	 class;	 pro	 football	
is	a	metaphor	for	 the	very	being	of	the	
struggling	 class.	 College	 football	 may	
be	 the	 southeast’s	 passion,	 but	 verita-
bly,	pro	football	is	the	southeast.		

A tale of two pigskins 
A comparison of the sociocultural ‘values’ of college and professional football

	 	 	 It’s	 all	 in	 the	 news:	 ACORN	 gets	
caught	 five	 separate	 times	 doing	 more	
or	 less	 the	 exact	 same	 thing	 (as	 of	 this	
writing):	 helping	 pimps,	 prostitutes	 and	
human	 traffickers	 evade	 the	 law.	 Of	
course,	 these	 people	 were	 just	 playing	
parts,	which	leaves	ACORN	in	a	mess.	
	 	 	 I	 won’t	 rehash	 the	 details,	 as	 anyone	
can	 head	 over	 to	YouTube	 or	 Fox	 News	
(for	those	of	you	who	are	so	inclined)	and	
watch	any	of	the	videos.	These	incidents	
were	 not	 isolated,	 as	 they	 occurred	 in	
Baltimore,	 Washington	 D.C.,	 Brooklyn,	
San	Bernardino	and	San	Diego,	Calif.
	 	 	Ok,	so	ACORN	is	an	organization	that	
happens	 to	 have	 several	 employees	 who	
might	not	be	of	the	best	caliber,	but	why	
should	 we	 be	 concerned?	 It’s	 because	
our	money	happens	to	be	funding	quite	a	
large	portion	of	their	business.
	 While	 ACORN	 was	 not	 specifically	
funded	 by	 any	 provisions	 within	 the	
stimulus	 bill	 that	 was	 passed	 this	 past	
February	 (though	 it	 was	 eligible	 for	
competition	 for	 $5.23	 billion	 dollars	 of	
federal	 funding	 for	 housing	 develop-
ment),	 ACORN	 has	 received	 $53	 mil-
lion	 from	 the	 federal	 government	 since	
1994.	All	of	 this	 is,	of	course,	excluding	
the	 $800,000	 donated	 by	 now-President	
Barack	 Obama’s	 2008	 campaign.	 This	
money,	 in	 contrast	 to	 the	 massive	 $787	
billion	 economic	 stimulus	 package	 and	
all	 of	 the	 associated	 bailouts,	 may	 seem	
like	a	 tiny	amount.	But	 it’s	 the	principle	
that	matters.	

	 	 	 History	 will	 show	 anyone	 who	 pays	
attention	 that	 sweeping	 changes	 tend	
to	 start	 out	 fairly	 small	 and	 grow	 from	
there.	And	this	small	issue	of	a	relatively	
miniscule	 amount	 of	 money	 being	 given	
to	ACORN,	an	organization	that	has	been	
shown	 to	 be	 perfectly	 OK	 with	 aiding	
and	 abetting	 criminals,	 is	 something	 I	
never	want	to	see	grow	larger.	
	 	 	 The	 way	 I	 see	 it,	 this	 plays	 into	 how	
ridiculous	 fiscal	 liberalism	
really	is:		 too	much	money	
thrown	around	means	some	
of	it	is	going	to	go	untraced	
or	 unnoticed,	 at	 least	 in	
comparison	to	the	majority	
of	the	funds.	
	 	 	 As	 senators	 and	 con-
gressmen	 from	 around	 the	
country	 call	 for	 an	 inves-
tigation	 of	 ACORN	 and	
for	 any	 funds	 they	 receive	
from	 federal	 or	 state	 gov-
ernments	 to	 be	 cut	 off,	 we	
have	 to	 ask	 ourselves:		 Do	
we	know	where	our	money	
is	going?
	 The	stimulus	bill	in	February,	the	most	
recent	 massive	 spending	 offender	 on	
most	 people’s	 minds,	 was	 characterized	
as	 generally	 wasteful.	 Vice	 President	
Joe	Biden	even	said	that	waste	in	the	bill	
was	 inevitable.	 Because	 of	 this	 waste,	
it	 stands	 as	 a	 particularly	 powerful	 and	
recent	 reminder	 to	Americans	 that	 when	
Congress	spends	large	amounts	of	money,	

they	tend	to	overlook	certain	things.	
	 	 	This	 is	one	of	 the	 two	biggest	 lessons	
to	 learn	 from	 this	 ACORN	 incident:	
when	 the	 government	 spends	 money,	 it	
is	 rarely	 done	 well.	 Instead,	 it	 is	 either	
wasted,	 like	 the	 vice	 president	 pointed	
out	earlier	this	year,	or	goes	to	criminal-
aiding	organizations	like	ACORN,	which	
it	has	been	for	years.	
	 	 	 This	 is	 something	 that	 will	 undoubt-

edly	 be	 difficult	 to	 correct,	 as	 Congress	
(and	American	 politics	 in	 general)	 tends	
to	be	set	in	their	ways.	The	second	lesson	
to	 learn	 is	 that	 we,	 as	 American	 citi-
zens,	 need	 to	 play	 a	 more	 active	 role	 in	
knowing	what	exactly	our	tax	dollars	are	
paying	 for.	This,	of	course,	 is	 a	difficult	
task,	 as	 the	 thousand-page	 length	 bills	
have	 reached	 lately	 does	 not	 lend	 itself	
to	easy	reading.	We	must	nevertheless	be	

more	 vigilant	 in	 keeping	 tabs	 on	
what	Congress	assigns	money	to,	if	
only	minute	ones.	
	 The	 best	 thing	 you	 and	 I	 can	 do	 is	
simply	to	keep	in	touch	with	our	senators	
and	 congressmen.	 Regardless	 of	 what	
you	 or	 they	 may	 think,	 they	 are	 elected	
by	 us	 and	 are	 our	 representatives.		They	
will	 listen	 to	 their	 constituents	 if	 their	
voice	is	loud	enough.	
			Urge	your	representatives	to	read	these	
bills.	They	are	doing	the	right	thing	now,	
by	 voting	 to	 cut	 off	 ACORN’s	 funding,	
thus	 correcting	 a	 previous	 mistake.	 But	
our	 continued	 contact	 with	 them	 could	
urge	them	to	solve	these	problems	before	
they	arise.	The	question	everyone	should	
ask	 themselves	 and	 their	 representatives	
is	simple:	What	are	we	funding?

““     …when the 
government 

spends money, 
it is rarely done 
well. 

What are you funding?

NOAH SOLOMON
COLUMNIST

American government did not help create Al-Qaeda, Bin Laden raised own funds
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THE    WL FORUM
Comment on ‘Student petitions 
West Deck parking problems’ 
	 As	 a	 commuter	 student	 who	 is	 pregnant	 and	
only	 has	 classes	 in	 the	 Social	 Science	 Building,	
the	West	Deck	 is	 really	 the	only	 lot	 I’m	 interested	
in	 parking	 in.	 The	 Social	 Science	 Building	 is	 one	
of	 the	most	 occupied	buildings	on	 campus	 and	yet	
i t 	 has	 the	 smallest	 parking	 deck.	 Being	 at	 the	 end	
of	my	pregnancy,	 I 	 really	need	 to	park	 in	 the	West	
deck	 so	 that	 I’m	 not	 hiking	 up	 a	 hill 	 or	 halfway	
across	campus.	It 	is	incredibly	frustrating	to	get	to	
campus	 45	 minuets	 early	 and	 stil l 	 be	 denied	 entry	
into	the	West	Deck.	
	 	 	The	 worst	 part	 is	 that	 there	 are	 plenty	 of	 empty	
spots	in	there;	we	can	see	them	from	the	road!	And	
yet	 the	 barricade	 stil l 	 stands,	 and	 we	 all 	 end	 up	
wasting	our	gas,	circling	around	campus,	 trying	 to	
kill 	t ime	until 	those	last	15	minuets	when	the	signs	
magically	 disappear	 and	 there’s	 a	 mad	 scramble	
into	 the	 deck	 for	 spots. 	 I 	 realize	 that	 the	 parking	
officials	 are	 just	 doing	 their	 jobs,	 but	 as	 students,	
so	 are	 we.	 We’re	 trying	 to	 get	 to	 campus	 early	
enough	 to	 find	 a	 good	 spot	 so	 that	we	 can	make	 it	
to	class	on	time.
	 I 	think	that	what	Mr.	Lyu	is	doing	is	a	great	step	
toward	 change	 on	 this	 campus.	 It 	 made	 me	 really	
happy	to	read	an	article	like	this	that	promotes	the	
students	 to	 take	 the	problem	 into	 their	own	hands.	
I’ve	 probably	 complained	 about	 this	 parking	 situ-
ation	 to	 dozens	 of	 people	 and	 it 	 never	 crossed	 my	
mind	to	make	my	voice	heard	in	a	position	where	I	
could	make	a	difference.	
	 	 	 As	 was	 said	 in	 the	 article,	 we,	 the	 students	 of	
KSU,	 pay	 for	 our	 right	 to	 park	 on	 campus	 and	
therefore,	 we	 have	 a	 right	 to	 speak	 up	 when	 we	
know	 there	 is	 a	 problem	 that	 is	 within	 reach	 of	
a	 solution.	 I 	 hope	 to	 be	 reading	 more	 about	 this	
important	 story	 in	 The	 Sentinel	 in	 the	 weeks	 to	
come.

Rachael Sheinfeld
Mass Media Communications

Senior

‘How far is too far’ was grand 
	 I 	am	starting	my	second	year	at 	KSU	as	a	 trans-
fer	 student	 and	 only	 once	 I	 fell 	 prey	 to	 the	 waste	
of	 t ime	you	get	 from	 standing	 there	debating	with	
the	 people	 referenced	 in	 the	 article. 	They	 seem	 to	
come	 at	 least	 once	 a	 semester. 	 In	 my	 opinion	 it 	 is	
absurd	 that	 the	 protesters	 are	 allowed	 to	 do	 this.	
Something	 is	 not	 right. 	 They	 discriminate	 against	
many	of	my	fellow	students. 	I 	hope	to	not	see	them	
again	 on	 the	 green	 that	 many	 students	 sacrifice	
themselves	for	and	pay	for	to	get	educated.	
	 	 	 Let’s	 agree	 to	 disagree	 and	 respect	 each	 other	
in	 an	 educated	manner. 	People	 are	 different. 	Let’s	
accept	 each	 other, 	 move	 on	 and	 try	 to	 focus	 on	
more	important	issues. 	This	is	one	of	the	wise	les-
sons	 I 	have	adopted	 since	being	at	KSU:	 I	need	 to	
be	 more	 aware	 of	 what’s	 happening	 on	 a	 global	
scale. 	 Starvation,	 famine,	 and	 war	 are	 topics	 that	
merit 	 educational	 t ime	 and	 energy.	 This	 is	 why	
when	 I	 saw	 those	 protesters	 here	 again	 in	 their	
same	 li t t le	 corner, 	protected	by	 the	KSU	Police	 to	
ensure	 no	 violence	 occurred	 I	 kept	 on	 walking	 to	
pursue	 my	 education	 not	 argue	 or	 observe	 point-
less	arguing.	 	
	              

 Margaret P. Schmidt
Communications: Media Studies

DWI: Mor crs wl crsh!
Dear	Editor,	
	 Let’s 	 face	 i t , 	 Americans	 are 	 dr iven	 to	 dis trac-
t ion. 	 	 Whether 	 i t ’s 	 screaming	 kids, 	 bigger 	 bi l l -
boards	 or 	 other 	 errat ic 	 dr ivers , 	 we	 must 	 safely	
negotiate 	 busier 	 roadways	 without 	 being	 over-
whelmed	by	 these	unavoidable	dis tract ions.	
	 But 	what 	about 	avoidable	dis tract ions, 	the	ones	

dr ivers 	 create	 for 	 themselves?	 	 We	 have	 al l 	 seen	
these	high	 r isk	drivers 	 in 	 the	next 	 lane: 	 eat ing	or	
dr inking, 	 mult i tasking	 and	 cal l ing, 	 among	 other	
dis tract ions. 	 	 While 	 these	 dis tract ions	 by	 al l 	 ac-
counts 	are 	diversions	to	safe	dr iving	performance,	
a t 	 least 	 they	are	not 	designed	 to	 take	 the	driver ’s	
eyes	off 	 the	road. . .and	keep	 them	there.
	 But 	 one	 avoidable	 dis tract ion	 is 	 unique: 	 	 tex-
t ing. 	 	 Like	 reading	 a 	 book, 	 text ing	 is 	 designed	 to	
take	 and	 keep	 a 	 dr iver ’s 	 eyes	 off 	 the	 road. 	 	 Add	
to	 that 	 the	 pervasive	 text ing	 by	 our 	 younger 	 and	
future	 dr ivers 	 and	 i t ’s 	 easy	 to	 foresee	 how	 this	
popular 	t rend	could	become	our 	next 	deadly	high-
way	trend. 	 	I t ’s 	a 	problem	so	pervasive	some	traf-
f ic 	 enforcement 	 off icers 	 have	 labeled	 i t 	 “DWI:	
Driving	While	Intext icated.”
	 That 	 is 	 why	 Department 	 of 	 Transportat ion	
Secretary	 Ray	 LaHood	 is 	 to 	 be	 commended	
for 	 rais ing	 the	 issue	 in	 his 	 upcoming	 nat ional	
Distracted	 Driving	 Summit . 	 	 Too	 often, 	 t raff ic	
safety	 pol icy	 is 	 establ ished	 only	 af ter 	 thousands	
die 	and	many	 t imes	 that 	are 	 severely	 injured. 	 	By	
addressing	 the	 issue	 before	 more	 l ives	 are 	 lost ,	
Secretary	LaHood	wil l 	 save	 immeasurable	misery	
caused	 to	 fr iends	 and	 famil ies 	 of 	 loved	 ones.		
This 	 is 	 in 	 addi t ion	 to	 saving	heal th	 care	 costs 	we	
as 	a 	nat ion	cannot 	afford.	
	 While 	 some	 wil l 	 argue	 the	 chal lenges	 in	 en-
forcing	 text ing	 laws	 are	 too	 large	 to	 overcome,	
the	same	arguments 	were	made	for 	other 	highway	
safety	 measures	 we	 now	 take	 for 	 granted. 	 	 For	
example, 	 no	 longer 	 is 	 i t 	 acceptable	 to 	 dr ive	 im-
paired, 	or 	 r ide	without 	wearing	a 	 safety	bel t , 	 and	
teens	 ease	 into	 driving	 with	 graduated	 l icensing	
laws. 	 	 By	 bringing	 together 	 safety	 experts 	 and	
s takeholders , 	the	Summit 	wil l 	produce	l i fe 	saving	
enforcement 	s t rategies 	which	s tates 	may	consider	
adopting	 to	reduce	crashes	due	 to	 text ing.	 	
	 What’s	the	alternative?		Hu	RU	kidN?	Mor	crs	wl	crsh!

Bob Dallas
Director

Georgia Governor’s Office of Highway Safety

Much ado about abor tion
	 “Of	 course,	 all	 of	 the	 above	 is	 mere	 conjecture	
on	 my	 part,	 and	 my	 reasoning	 is	 most	 certainly	
anything	but	infallible”
	 This	 is	 the	 most	 intelligent	 line	 in	 your	 opinion	
article.	 You	 need	 not	 explain	 how	 you	 vote	 since	
over	half	of	your	article	mentions	specific	political	
parties	and	your	disdain	for	one	of	them.
	 Something	that	you	ignore	is	the	idea	of	protect-
ing	 those	 who	 cannot	 protect	 themselves.	 These	
would	 include	 the	 unborn,	 the	 handicapped,	 the	
elderly	 and	 other	 groups	 that	 are	 marginalized	 by	
society.	 This	 includes	 many	 of	 the	 poor	 who	 re-
ceive	 welfare	 and	 food	 stamps	 as	 charity	 is	 a	 twin	
brother	 to	 the	 Respect	 for	 Life	 philosophy.	 Most	
Pro-Lifers	 are	 also	 active	 in	 St.	 Vincent	 de	 Paul,	
Must	 Ministries,	 the	 Hope	 Center	 and	 may	 other	
charities	 that	 help	 support	 those	 who	 have	 already	
been	born.
	 Surveys	 have	 shown	 that	 the	 people	 who	 you	
disdain	 in	 your	 article	 and	 are	 often	 labeled	 as	
“Conservatives,”	 “Christians,”	 “Right	 Wings,”	
“Pro-Lifers,”	 and	 even	 “Republicans”	 contribute	
five	 times	 more	 of	 their	 income,	 as	 a	 percentage,	
to	 charities	 than	 people	 who	 fit	 into	 the	 opposite	
categories.	So	they	are	already	performing	the	task	
you	 request	 out	 of	 their	 belief,	 rather	 than	 a	 self-
serving	hypocrisy.
	 But	not	all	who	receive	welfare	and	food	stamps	
require	the	assistance	of	others... .

Kevin Butz

	 . . . .Good	 grief!	 What	 a	 load	 of	 logical	 fallacy…	
you’re	saying	that	abortion	should	be	legal	because	
Republicans	 don’t	 think	 that	 people	 should	 pay	 to	
keep	the	lazy	and	untalented	fat	and	happy.	At	least	
you	 didn’t	 argue	 the	 death	 penalty/pro	 life	 point,	
because	 there	 is	 a	 world	 of	 difference	 between	 an	
unborn	 child	 who	 has	 yet	 to	 pursue	 his/her	 happi-
ness	and	someone	who	commits	a	crime	so	heinous	
as	to	invoke	the	death	penalty
	 Personally,	 I	 am	 not	 just	 Pro-Choice,	 I	 am	 Pro-
Abortion…	 Having	 and	 raising	 children	 is	 seri-
ous	 business,	 but	 what	 protections	 and	 safeguards	
are	 there?	 None.	You	 have	 to	 take	 a	 test	 and	 jump	
through	hoops	 to	drive	 a	 car,	 but	 any	pair	 of	 prop-
erly	 equipped	 idiots	 can	 squirt	 out	 a	 child	 every	
year	or	so…
	 Plenty	 of	 good	 reasons	 to	 argue	 for	 Pro-choice,	
James.	No	need	to	attack	people’s	religious	views	to	
do	so.	Just	because	you	don’t	understand	it	doesn’t	
mean	they	aren’t	sincere…	(wrong,	but	sincere).

David Dalton

How far is too far
	 I’m	 pretty	 amazed	 that	 a	 group	 of	 people	 with	
what	 I’m	 assuming	 is	 at	 least	 a	 college	 education	
don’t	get	 the	free	speech	clause	of	 the	first	amend-
ment.
	 A	group	like	the	KKK	has	a	right	to	say	(mostly)	
anything	 they	 want.	 That,	 however,	 is	 not	 synony-
mous	 with	 saying	 that	 the	 KKK	 has	 a	 right	 to	 go	
wherever	 they	 want	 and	 say	 whatever	 they	 want.	
The	free	speech	clause	of	the	first	amendment	rights	
the	 right	 to	 say	 whatever	 you	 want,	 not	 a	 platform	
anywhere	you	want	to	say	what	you	want.	There’s	a	
difference	 between	 the	 right	 to	 say	 what	 you	 want	
without	 fear	 of	 prosecution	 and	 the	 (nonexistant)	
right	 to	 go	 wherever	 you	 want	 and	 shove	 whatever	
message	you	want	down	peoples	throats.. .

. . .Garrett Moll

	 If	 you	 would	 deny	 this	 group	 of	 ‘zealots’	 their	
constitutional	 right	 of	 free	 speech,	 perhaps	 we	
should	 surround	 you	 with	 mirrors.	 If	 you	 peered	
closely,	 you	 would	 see	 that	 you	 words	 and	 senti-
ments	 closely	 resemble	 aspects	 of	 the	 Patriot	Act,	
which	 denies	 citizens	 their	 rights	 to	 privacy	 and	
due	 process,	 or	 perhaps	 you	 would	 desire	 to	 be	
compared	 with	 a	 legislature	 that	 would	 fine	 citi-
zens	for	not	carrying	health	insurance.
	 If	 you	were	 a	dessert,	 you	would	be	 facism	on	a	
stick.	 Why,	 you	 ask?	 Because	 in	 your	 ideal	 world,	
you	allow	yourself	only	one	opinion:	to	be	forward	
thinking.	 This	 narrow-minded	 view	 only	 allows	
room	 for	 what	 will	 be,	 not	 what	 is	 or	 what	 has	
been.	 If	 only	 this	 forward	 thinking	 were	 allowed,	
then	 we	 can	 throw	 civil	 liberties	 out	 the	 window	
with	all	other	opinions	that	you	don’t	like.
	 In	 fact,	 Mr.	 Turner,	 if	 the	 mirror	 was	 turned	 on	
yourself,	 you	 would	 probably	 closely	 resemble	
these	“bigots”	that	you	so	despise.

. . .Michael

Why social security is a 
ponzi scheme
	 I	 would	 like	 you	 to	 think	 about	 the	 people	 that	
are	already	 retired	and	do	not	have	 the	 time	or	op-
portunity	 to	 build	 a	 retirement	 on	 their	 own.	 I	 do	
not	 think	 that	 this	 means	 that	 you’re	 stupid	 and	
cannot	do	this	on	your	own.	I	resent	this	statement.	
I	 have	 worked	 all	 my	 life	 and	 raised	 four	 chil-
dren	 pretty	 much	 on	 my	 own,	 and	 had	 nothing	 left	

over	 to	 invest.	 I	never	got	 the	chance	 to	pay	 into	a	
401K.	 I	 did	 pay	 into	 Social	 Security	 and	 into	 my	
retirement	 fund,	 which	 was	 all	 that	 was	 available	
to	 me.	 I	 might	 not	 have	 known	 of	 other	 options,	
however	 that	 does	 not	 make	 me	 stupid.	 I	 do	 not	
agree	however,	 that	 if	you	were	not	married	 for	10	
years	 that	you	would	not	get	benefits	 through	your	
husband’s	 social	 security.	 I	 was	 only	 married	 for	
seven	 years	 to	 both	 my	 husbands,	 and	 raised	 their	
children,	 while	 they	 were	 able	 to	 keep	 their	 career	
going	and	improving	status.	This	is	one	of	the	most	
unjust	things.	If	you	want	to	get	upset,	please	work	
on	 this	 problem.	 I	 am	 a	 high	 school	 graduate	 and	
may	 not	 have	 all	 the	 knowledge	 that	 you	 have	 but	
please	do	not	 tell	me	 I	am	stupid.	 I	 take	 that	 state-
ment	very	personal.

. . .Beverly Brewer

No football team 
needed, vote ‘no’ in 
October
	 Wow	I	can’t	believe	you	are	honestly	saying	
that	football	equals	stupidity.	Have	you	ever	heard	
of	Georgia	Tech,	Florida,	Vanderbilt, 	Wake	Forest,	
UNC,	Duke,	Michigan	or	UCLA?	In	addition,	the	
Ivy	League	schools	also	have	football	teams.	All	
of	these	schools	have	very	highly	rated	academic	
degree	programs,	as	well	as	generate	tremendous	
value	for	their	respective	degree	holders.
	 You	present	your	case	like	KSU	is	some	schol-
arly	environment	filled	with	great	thinkers	that	
will	easily	be	distracted	by	childish	sporting	
events.	Have	you	ever	looked	at	the	admission	
requirements?	I	hate	to	say	it	but	KSU	is	NOT	
known	for	academics;	I’m	sorry	if	you	thought	you	
went	to	a	smarter	school.
	 Is	this	the	right	time	for	KSU	football?	Maybe	
not,	considering	the	budgetary	conflict	facing	
almost	all	higher	education	institutions.	However,	
in	the	future,	KSU	will	NEED	a	football	team	to	
eventually	become	a	somewhat	respectable	nation-
al	university.	With	football	comes	attention,	with	
attention	comes	increased	applications	for	admis-
sion,	and	when	more	people	apply	you	can	be	more	
selective.	Football	programs	have	a	direct	correla-
tion	to	the	value	of	your	degree.	It’s	been	proven	
so	many	times.	Just	look	at	how	USF	and	UCF	
have	turned	from	commuter	to	nationally	known	in	
the	past	five	years.
	 Your	argument	is	just	idiotic.

Brian Stewart

Story comments from www.ksusentinel.com
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I didn’t mean to be all preschoolish, but what’s she doing?”

Sarah Walraven 
staff writer

 Until e. Patrick Johnson came along, the sto-
ries of gay black men were seldom heard.  
 Johnson, a professor and Chair in the 
Department of Performance Studies and profes-
sor of african-american studies at northwestern 
University, performed readings for “Pouring Tea: 
Black Gay Men of the South Tell Their Stories,” 
on Sept. 18 and 19.
 The stories Johnson told came from his book, 
“Sweet Tea: Black Gay Men of the South—an 
Oral history.”   For this book, Johnson interviewed 
77 men and collected more than 3,000 pages of 
transcripts.
 Johnson performed the show seated onstage, 
with just a stand for his notes and a table for his 
glass of sweet tea.  During the show, he narrated 
the lives of black men from the South.  The men 
interviewed ranged from 19 to 93 years old, and 
provided accounts of different times in their lives.
 Before Johnson began each narrative, he played 
a clip from the interview.  Then Johnson launched 
into the story, imitating the voice and mannerisms 
of the man he interviewed. 
 r. Dioneaux was a quick-witted man who 
spoke quickly, with sharply accented words.  
Dioneaux was frequently threatened with expul-
sion from school for fighting.  His dean encour-
aged him to beat people with his smarts, not his 
fists, so he began to tutor people.  The people who 
were hateful and called him names often failed.  
“Call me a name—you flunk,” Dioneaux said.  
 Johnson also spoke of how Dioneaux resented 
the stigma that aIDS had attached to black gay 
men.  
   Johnson recounted the story of a gay Morehouse 
College student who had his head bashed in.  To 
make an example, Johnson mentioned Matthew 
Shepherd, a gay white man who was killed in a 
hate crime, and how the media covered his death 
extensively. In contrast, they said nothing of the 
victim from Morehouse. From this story, Johnson 
drew one piece of advice for gay black men—
don’t go to a historically black college.  
 Countess vivian was 92 when Johnson inter-
viewed him, and he was the oldest person whose 
story is recorded in the book.  Johnson shared 
that vivian lived in new Orleans, one block 
from Bourbon Street. vivian did not leave during 
hurricane Katrina yet survived.  he told stories 
of the white men picking up black cross-dress-
ers who would steal the men’s wallets.  The men 

would not dare report these thefts, so they became 
popular ruses.
  vivian was diagnosed with colon cancer in 1983.  
His doctor said if he lived five years it would be 
good.  vivian said, “Well, I done lived.”  vivian 
explained that he was active and “to keep my 
beauty up, I use my Oil of Olay.”
 another interviewee, Stephen, was raised in a 
religious family and wanted more than anything 
not to be gay.  Stephen was mocked as a child for 
being effeminate, so he spent much of his child-
hood trying to masculinize himself. as part of the 
process, Stephen dated girls and at 17, he even 
fathered a child with one of his girlfriends. he told 
Johnson people knew him in college as “the only 
straight guy in the theater department.”   
 also in college, Stephen began to expand his 
worldview along with his mind.  he told Johnson 
he was reading about people who were not “black 
and Christian,” particularly Gandhi.  Stephen rea-
soned that, in his religion, Gandhi would not go to 
heaven, which he could not accept.  That thought 
opened the door for Stephen to realize his true 
self.
 Duncan Teague is renowned in atlanta for 
being an aIDS activist.  he has been with his part-
ner, David, for 11 years.  Teague moved to atlanta 
to be in theater but, instead, he became an activist.  
Though he does not personally have the disease, 
aIDS has changed Teague’s life.  
   Teague talks of the theater opportunities that have 
been taken away, the clothing designers who will 
never get a chance to design, and of friends who 
have been lost.  he thinks aIDS is not discussed 
openly as much as it should be.  “It ain’t a problem 
for most of them because they aren’t accepting it’s 
a problem,” Teague said.
 “[The performance] kind of gave me a new 
perspective on black gay men,” freshman ashlea 
Quarles said.  “I never really thought about how 
they live before and it was kind of interesting.  he 
was a really good performer.  his enthusiasm drew 
me in.”
 “It was really well done,” freshman Tyler 
robertson said.  “his voice and how he described 
how it was now and how it was in the past made it 
interesting.”
 “This has been a wonderful process for me,” 
Johnson said. “When I started this project I didn’t 
know the impact this book would have on people’s 
lives until I started traveling around the country 
and hearing the stories.  not just from black gay 
men, but from lots of people from different orien-
tations and across the racial spectrum.”

Gay black author tells it like it is

Photo Courtesy of the Art’s PR Department 

SUMMer BrOWn
Contributing writer

 Slide on the white gloves 
waiting at the door and prepare 
to be transported to an 18th 
century library. according to 
Tamara livingston, director of 
the Department of archives, the 
gallery is “one of the most beau-
tiful places on campus—with 
some incredible treasures from 
Shakespeare and Chaucer.”  
 a few of the treasures are a 
first edition of the complete works 
of Chaucer (1542), a Fourth 
Folio Shakespeare (1685) and an 
apollo lunar rover map that has 
been to the moon. Continue to 
browse and find 15,000 volumes 
of authors such as Twain, Dickens 
and Pliney the elder.  
 a rare book does not always 
have age as a prerequisite—limited 
release is another criteria. “Conjuros 
y ebriedades” by amber Pasta, 
a collection of ritual poetry from 
Central american women, was 
created by a bookmaking coop that 
used only local materials such as 
flowers, grasses and cardboard to 
create the cover—only 500 copies 
were released to the public. KSU 
has kept its copy in pristine condi-
tion under glass. In 30 years it may 
be one of the only surviving copies. 
 apart from book collections, 
the gallery is also home to a type 
of art known as fore-edge paint-
ing. This book art can only be 
seen when the pages of the book 
are held at a certain angle.
 The Bentley Gallery is distinct 

from other rare book galleries in 
that it is a teaching gallery where 
a student cannot only look at, but 
also hold and thumb through these 
pieces of history. Wesley Wicker, 
vice president of University 
advancement and executive 
director of the KSU Foundation, 
said, “a professor can talk to stu-
dents in a classroom all day, but 
to let them touch, experience and 
smell history is to make it come 
alive.” 
 a presentation held at the 
Sturgis library marked an auspi-
cious moment in the university’s 
evolution. The Bentley rare Book 
Gallery and the Department of 
archives, Special Collections and 
records Management merged to 
preserve and disseminate KSU’s 
historical memory and its price-
less collections of books and doc-
uments. The rare Books Gallery 
and the Department of archives’ 
purpose  is shared— to remember 
who we were,  how we became 
who we are today and to provide 
a link to people from past centu-
ries. 
 The KSU athenaeum Gallery, 
a series of programs created 
under livingston, has launched 
its “Institute of the Book” pro-
gram. The program includes a 
“Great libraries of the World” 
library tour program, a certificate 
program including book collect-
ing, history of books and book 
conservation/preservation, offered 
through the KSU Continuing 
education program, along with a 
public lecture series. 

Rare book library preserves literary past
lInDSey WeBer
staff writer

 More than 200 guests attended the KSU Wind 
Ensemble’s first concert on Sept. 17. The wind ensemble 
encompasses a wide variety of instruments from clarinets, 
flutes and horns to a piano, double bass, euphonium and 
bassoon.
 Founded in 1996, the ensemble is renowned for its 
talented performers. However, before their first concert, 
Conductor David Kehler admitted to some pre-concert 
nerves: “We’ve only been together three weeks so things 
have had to come together very quickly.” also, Kehler 
mentioned the students’ amazing work ethic: “The im-
provement from the first rehearsal has been remarkable 
and I think it is going to be a very exciting program.”  
 From the moment the concert began, the ensemble 
conveyed confidence and focus. Beginning with Dmitri 
Shostakovitch’s “Festive Overture,” the cavernous per-
formance hall was filled with triumphant melodies and 
harmonies, setting the mood for the remainder of the eve-
ning. 
   In stark contrast to the jubilant march before, the second 
piece “hold This Boy and listen” by Carter Pann was cap-
tivatingly romantic and contemplative. 
   Before playing Gustav holst’s “Suite in eb,” Kehler an-
nounced that he included the piece because this year is its 
100th anniversary. In three movements building in inten-
sity, a simple melody worked through each section of the 
ensemble before inverting itself midway. 
   Percy Grainger’s “Children’s March” added more 
percussion to the ensemble, creating a playful energy. 
Contributing to the mood, Kehler conducted each piece 
with his entire body, using both hands, bouncing up on his 
toes and channeling the emotion of the music as though he 
were an instrument himself.
 The best piece was saved for the evening’s close. “‘Give 
Us This Day’ by David Maslanka was inspired through 
natural and spiritual elements,” Kehler said. “although it 
has two movements, the music never stops, but the move-
ments are so distinct, you will be able to recognize them.” 
 The piece began slowly, drawing upon asian harmo-
nies and rhythms to create a dark, mysterious mood. as 
Kehler predicted, the second movement was marked by 
the ensemble’s transition to 
a frantic pace and a magical 
sound that brought listeners 
to their feet with applause. 
 according to the 
Department of Music’s Web 
site, many ensemble mem-
bers have continued their 
studies at music schools 
such as Julliard and the 
University of Michigan. 
Furthermore, more than 100 
musicians in KSU Wind 
ensemble have earned posi-
tions in the national Wind 
ensemble.

Wind ensemble enchants with moving melodies

Laura Powell | The Sentinel

 Lindsey Weber | The Sentinel
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“A STUNNINGLY ORIGINAL
ANIMATED MASTERPIECE!”

BRYAN ERDY, CBS-TV

“BREATHTAKINGLY ORIGINAL!
‘9’ brings us someplace daring and new.”

CHRISTY LEMIRE, AP

“‘9’ WILL KEEP YOU AMAZED!”
RICHARD CORLISS, TIME

“THE ACTION IS BREATHLESS
AND INTENSE.”

A.O. SCOTT, THE NEW YORK TIMES

“SPELLBINDING!”
ROGER EBERT, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

“A VISUAL STUNNER!”
MICHAEL CAVNA, THE WASHINGTON POST

“★★★★! A TRIUMPH!
Awesomeness is infused into nearly every frame.”

PETER HARTLAUB, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

FROM PRODUCERS TIM BURTON AND TIMUR BEKMAMBETOV

“RICHLY IMAGINATIVE!”
PETER TRAVERS, ROLLING STONE

SCREENPLAY BY PAMELA PETTLER DIRECTED BY SHANE ACKER

MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes – Text 9 with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)
SEE IT TODAY IN THEATRES EVERYWHERE!

SyDney SeWell
staff writer

 If you missed out on 
International Talk-like-
a-Pirate day on Sept. 
19, you’ll have to wait 
until next year to greet 
your friends with “arr, 
me hearties” or “ahoy 
matey” not to have them 
return your pirate-speak 
with bewildered stares.
 International Talk-

like-a-Pirate day began 
as a parodic holiday in 
1995 as the brainchild 
of John Baur aka Ol’ 
Chumbucket and Mark 
Summers aka Cap’n 
Slappy, both middle-aged 
men from Oregon. The 
two decided that Sept. 
19 would become the day 
when people worldwide 
should talk like pirates.
 Most of us might rec-
ognize that the “pirates 
versus ninjas” debate has 
persisted for some time 
now, originating as an 
Internet meme, a concept 
that spreads quickly from 
person to person via the 
Internet. 
   Considering this 
debate, the question re-
surfaces at KSU: talk 
like a pirate or walk like 
a ninja?
 Between polls in 
person and on Facebook, 
100 students were asked 
if they would rather be 
a pirate or a ninja. Out 
of the surveyed group, 

84 percent chose ninjas, 
leaving the pirate portion 
with a mere 16 percent of 
the vote. 
 Clearly, the results 
show that ninjas are 
cooler than pirates at 
KSU. With this in mind, 
can we expect students 
to wrap themselves in 
black and creep on their 
tiptoes when Dec. 5, 
annual Day of the ninja, 
rolls around?

Talk like a pirate, 
walk like a ninja

anaSTaSIa BarTOlUCCI
staff writer

 Fresh fruits, nuts, meats, shellfish, soaps, body 
products, vegetables, herbal tinctures, flowers, 
wools, fibers and books are a few offerings from 
the Green Market, one of atlanta’s neighborhood 
farmer’s markets.
 The Green Market is located in Piedmont Park 
in atlanta, spanning the Dogwood streets along the 
spacious recreation area.  It is home to a hodgepodge 
of merchants and farmers who come together to sell 
an array of organic products—including natural and 
locally grown produce. 
   every Saturday, locals come to sift through each 
vendor’s variety of healthy foods and goods.  voted 
one of the top five “green markets” in the area, 
Piedmont Park’s Green Market encourages sustain-
able communities and collective involvement.
 every first and third Saturday of the month, the 
“enviroventures Saturday Drop-By” program lets 
visitors get involved with interactive projects—
making the marketplace a great setting for the whole 
family.  Children stay entertained at the “graffiti 
tent”’ playing with chalk on the concrete walkway. 
Parents scope out the natural merchandise offered 
by more than 50 different vendors on the city green. 
 every Saturday, Piedmont Park features cooking 
demonstrations led by some of atlanta’s prominent 
chefs. They prepare healthy dishes for small crowds 
while using ingredients provided and sold through 
the vendors.
 The Green Market also hosts live music events.  
every weekend, featured local musicians and 
entertainers fill the marketplace with a collection 
of rhythm and distinctive sound.  Blues and jazz, 
marching bands and an assortment of local and 
worldly tunes amplify the shopping experience. 
 likewise, the Smyrna Fresh Produce Market as-
similates every Saturday morning, offering an array 
of merchandise—similar to Piedmont Park’s Green 
Market. The market is located within downtown 
Smyrna village, with elegant shops and restaurants 
around the local vendors. City-organized mer-
chants integrate harvests and other products to meet 
everyone’s organic 
needs.  
 Scott reaver, 
an organic and 
regionally grown 
produce merchant, 
set up tent over the 
weekend, despite 
the rain and over-
cast sky.  This was 
reaver’s second 
year as a participat-
ing vendor at the 
Smyrna Market 
village.  Displayed 
on his picnic 

tablecloth was everything from avocados, eggplant, 
melon and okra. his most popular produce are 
Silver Queen corn-on-the-cob and traditional globe 
tomatoes, both of which had already sold out.  
   On the weather’s effect on his business, reaver 
said, “It’s not too bad.  The drought has been poor 
for farming, but a blessing for markets.”  reaver 
kept positive to neutralize the dismal weather, which 
he claims paid off with the unexpected high turnout 
and decent day’s profit.
 Many opinions circulate over the advantages 
of buying from farmer’s markets versus corporate 
grocery stores.  Some people are drawn to fresh pro-
duce for the peace of mind from knowing from their 
food’s origin.  at the market, health nuts can buy 
heartily at favorable prices.  
 Cindy rice, a frequent shopper of the Piedmont 
Green Market, heaves four full grocery bags into her 
trunk before heading back for more.  
   “I bought a pound of Granny Smith apples, sword-
fish tuna, fresh brown eggs, tomatoes, onion and 
two house plants for under 26 bucks,” rice said. She 
laughed as she recalled one of the onions that was 
the size of her arm.
 however, the more popular reason to shop the 
green markets is to assist with local community de-
velopment. The U.S. has nearly two million farms 
and about 80 percent of those are small farms, which 
are mostly family-owned. By purchasing from a 
local grower, you can help the small-time farmer 
while still promoting a healthy community.
   “Keeping money within the district, we help out 
the communal market rather than these huge, na-
tionwide grocery companies,” reaver said. 
   For instance, green and red muscadines were 
the popular weekend fruit among the tables. a 
muscadine is a grape usually converted to make 
desert wines and they are locally harvested from 
the Silver Comet Trail in Smyrna—fresh from the 
Chattahoochee banks to the market tables.
 even if you’re not interested for any other reason, 
going out to Piedmont Park’s Green Market is a nice 
way to spend a Saturday morning. The fresh out-
door air, entertainment and social interaction provide 
a pleasant escape for all. 

Atlanta’s green markets benefit communities

Photo Courtesy of Walker Powell



Page 9 • FeaturesSTHE ENTINELTuesday, Sept. 29, 2009

Membership valid in club of enrollment only. 
*Limited time offer. Must present valid Student I.D. to redeem offer. Offer based on the purchase of a new 
Easy Start monthly dues membership with a one-time initiation fee of $49 and $29.99 monthly dues per 
person. Must pay first and last months’ dues plus the initiation fee to join. Monthly dues must be paid by one 
account and deducted by automatic transfer from checking, savings, Visa, MasterCard, American Express or 
Discover account. Redeemable by non-members only. Extra charge for some amenities. Photos depict a typical 
facility; some locations may vary. Monthly dues membership may be canceled with written notice in accordance with 
the terms of the membership agreement. Offer is not available in combination with other discounted rates. Advertised 
rate does not include access to any LA Fitness Premier New York or Signature Clubs.  Offer is not available at Signature 
Clubs. Call club for details. Advertised rate may be subject to change. LA Fitness® Sports Clubs are registered in 
the state of Texas as a health studio, number 080543.  ©2009 LA Fitness International, LLC. All rights reserved.

NO LONG-TERM 
CONTRACT REQUIRED!     

ATTENTION STUDENTS!

PLUS $29.99 MONTHLY DUES
Excludes tax if any.

JOIN FOR ONLY

 INITIATION FEE!*

$49

Call  1-800-LA FITNESS  for a 
club near you!

MaTT nIx
Contributing writer

 anime Weekend atlanta (aWa) raided 
the Cobb Galleria Center with its many at-
tendees on the weekend of Sept. 18. aWa is 
a yearly exposition that celebrates Japanese 
animation, illustration and culture. Guests 
included ninjas, giant robots, assassins and at 
least one man dressed as Sailor Moon.
 The convention began in 1995 with its first 
home as the Castlegate hotel and Conference 
Center. as the convention continued to grow 
in size and popularity, it moved to the Cobb 
Galleria and renaissance Waverly hotel.
 now in its 14th year, aWa has become one 
of the largest conventions in the U.S., with 
more than 9,000 attendees flocking to the 
center to celebrate and discuss anime—the 
Japanese art style most renowned for spawn-
ing mainstream series such as Dragonball Z, 
Sailor Moon and Gundham Wing. For those 
who partake in anime “fandom,” including 
early teens to older adults, the three-day con-
vention is the highlight of their year.
 aWa hosts numerous panels, events and 
screenings for its guests, including sit-downs 
with famous voice actors and artists. 
   The convention also hosts a dealers’ room 
where convention-goers can drop money to 
their hearts’ content on everything from the 
inane to the intriguing.  Cat-eared beanie 
hats, rare and out-of-print video games and 
comics are just a few of its offerings—the 
dealers’ room becomes an interesting show-
case of what the convention has to offer.
 another noteworthy feature of the con-
vention is the artist alley, where artists from 
atlanta and other states showcase their 
wares, work and extensive 
art catalogs. Some artists 
will even draw commission 
work for con-goers, drawing 
personal sketches, fan art and 
abstract designs.
 Most con-goers usually 
participate in “cosplay” (short 
for costume play), in which 
they will dress up as a charac-
ter or group of characters from 
a particular anime series. 
   at aWa, you can usually 
see many guests wandering 
the streets around the center 
in full character dress. Many 
of these people make and sew 
their own outfits and will then 
network with other con-goers 
to share tips and show off 
their designs.
 Out of guests who co-
splayed this year, many chose 
to dress as characters from 
anime series such as hetalia, 
Black Butler and naruto. 
noteworthy costumes were 
Sailor Moon cosplayed 
by a large balding man, a 
large group of people dis-
guised as Tetris blocks, 
a figure masquerading as 
a giant box of chocolate 
Pocky and an enormous 
Shoop Da Whoop who 
was, in fact, charging his 
lasers.
 “This convention has 
always been great. I get 
to hang out with a bunch 
of people who are all as 
nerdy as I am,” said Megan 
Willis, who drove from 
alabama to come to aWa. 
“you get to see everyone’s 
creativity and style, it’s a 
place where people can 
really let loose and their 
imagination roam. you 
don’t see that a lot any-
more.”
 On Sunday, as aWa 
drew to an end and the 
center’s halls grew empty, 
participants left the event 
having gained experience 
and friendships that would 
last until next year’s con-
vention, bringing with it 
another slew of ninjas, as-
sassins and robots.

Anime convention shows 
off interesting ‘cosplay’

Photos by Karlee Gonzalez | The Sentinel

(They 
rock!)
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SPORTS

Justin Hobday
SportS Editor
 
      Junior Mackenzie Howe is off to a perfect start after winning the 
first four events of the season.
 The Atlantic Sun Conference honored Howe with the first three 
Runner of the Week awards of the season, and she now holds the 
A-Sun record with seven Runner of the Week awards. 
 “It means a lot to me,” said Howe. “We all work hard and when 
you win [individual awards] it shows that all of your hard work is 
paying off. It makes me want to work harder.”
 The Crimson Classic, hosted by the University of Alabama, 
marked the first 5K event of the season for the Owls, and pitted 
Howe and the Owls against the toughest competition of the season. 
Howe won the race with a time of 17:13, three seconds ahead of 
Auburn’s Holly Knight.
 “It was great racing against Holly Knight from Auburn. Being 
neck-and-neck with her throughout the race was a great motivator,” 
said Howe. “Right around the three-mile mark I realized that I still 
had a lot left, and that I had a really good chance to finish in front. It 
was fun to overcome a challenge like that.”
 Howe won the first event of the season with a time of 11:07 at the 
2-mile event hosted by Jacksonville State University, and followed 
that with a time of 11:15 at the Powerade Invitational in Chattanooga, 
Tenn. She also took the victory at the RunFit Invitational hosted by 
Mercer University on Sept. 26 with a time of 17:56.
 “the only thing that is going to hold Mackenzie Howe back is 
Mackenzie Howe,” head coach Stan Sims said. “She has really blos-
somed into a really good distance runner, and we are just pleased 

that she is with us.”
 Sims said that his biggest problem is finding meets that will chal-
lenge Howe. He said that she is on the verge of greatness, but that he 
has to find the competition for her to go up against that will prove it. 
 “She’s out running the field by meters. She’s out 50 meters in 
front of the second place girls,” said Sims. “I’ve got to get her to a 
meet where someone is going to push her.”
 That meet should have been the Crimson Classic where region 
powers tennessee, auburn, Georgia tech and host alabama com-
peted. Howe may have proven her greatness since she became the 
first KSU runner to win three consecutive races since the program’s 
move to Division I in 2005, and now she has extended the streak to 
four races.
 The Watkinsville, Ga. native almost decided not to run in col-
lege.
 “i wasn’t sure that i wanted to run for a college until my senior 
year [in high school],” said Howe. “I didn’t really get a lot of time to 
visit a lot of schools so I didn’t have a lot of options, but I really did 
like [KSU]. So it worked out good.”
 Howe said she runs between 50-70 miles a week. This definitely 
keeps her busy, but she tries to find free time on days before a meet 
when the team doesn’t practice.
 “My free time is limited obviously. I like to go see friends that I 
haven’t been able to see, and sometimes when I get to, I like to go 
home, but it’s rare that I get to do that,” said Howe. “I also like to 
play tennis, but coach doesn’t really like me to do that during the 
season.”
 The Walt Disney World Cross Country Classic Oct. 10 is the next 
race for Howe and the Cross Country teams.  

Running away from the pack
Junior Mackenzie Howe has won the first four events of the season, and now holds the conference record with 
seven career Runner of the Week awards. 

Howe runs between 50-70 miles a week.

Justin Hobday
SportS Editor
 
 the men’s and women’s cross country teams finished in first place 
at the RunFit Invitational in Macon, Ga. Saturday, Sept. 26. 
 Scott Burley, Nabil Hamid and Jaakko Nieminen each delivered 

top-five finishes, leading the Owls to victory with a 37-point total. 
 Burley finished the 8k event with a time of 26:54, well enough 
for a third place finish. Hamid finished a mere second behind Burley 
in fourth place, and Nieminen finished in 27:00 for fifth place. Hamid 
now has two top-five finishes in his freshman season.
 “The teamwork today was awesome for us,” said Burley. “When 

we had the chance to all run together, it was great, because we were 
pushing each other and making sure that we were all running at the 
same competitive pace. We did know how important it was for us to 
eventually separate a little bit, because we needed to each finish as 
strong as we possibly could, but it was a great way to set the tone.”
 senior Michael Johnson finished the race in 12th with a time of 
27:35, and junior Peikko Solla finished in 27:39 in 15th place. Freshman 
Ryan Burrus just missed the top-20 with a time of 28:02 in 21st place, 
and Andrew Greeson rounded out the day for the Owls in 54th place 
with a time of 29:30.
 “Michael Johnson really ran a great race today. It was good to see 
him so focused the whole way,” Sims said. “Running in a pack like 
we did was good to see, but we have to make sure that something like 
that doesn’t make us complacent. It can be tempting not to want to pass 
your teammates, but we have to make sure that our runners are shaving 
as many seconds off of their individual times first and foremost.”
 Junior Mackenzie Howe led the women once again after winning 
her fourth consecutive race of the season with a time of 17:56. Senior 
Britany Reilly took second place in 19:32.
 “I felt good today. A group of us ran together at the front, then when 
we got to the first hill, I decided to take it up a notch. I thought some 
of them would run with me, but it was at that point that i created some 
space between myself and the field,” Howe said. “This is definitely a 
tough course and I was prepared for that, having run here twice last 
year. The hills make it especially challenging, and very familiar to the 
course in [Tuscaloosa, Ala.]. You have to know what your limitations 
are and when to conserve your energy.”
 Both teams had past experience at the course at the Georgia 
Industrial Children’s Home. The men and women both took third place 
when the atlantic sun Conference Championships were held there last 
season, and the women also took second at the RunFit last season.
 “I was really happy with several of our runners’ efforts today,” said 
Sims. “Britany [Reilly] ran a great race, which we’ve seen from her 
consistently this season. In particular, I thought Lorena really stepped 
up today. If she can do what she did today for the rest of the season, that 
will make us even tougher to beat coming down the stretch.”
 The teams take this week off before heading down to Orlando, Fla. 
Oct. 10 for the Walt Disney Cross Country Classic.   

Cross Country teams sweep RunFit Invitational

Photo Courtesy of KSU SID
Scott Burley (right) finished third at the RunFit Invitational helping the Owls take the team victory.

Photos courtesy of KSU SID
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BeN HAMPTON
Staff WritEr
 
 The KSU women’s soccer team wrapped up a rain soaked 4-
game stretch of home games last Sunday at the KSU soccer complex. 
Unfortunately, one of the games had to be postponed due to the weather. 
in the other three matches the owls went 2-1, tallying nine goals while 
only allowing one. 
 The first game on Friday, Sept. 18 against Samford (5-0-1) was 
postponed due to excessive rainfall in the Kennesaw area. 
 In the second contest, the Owls faced a winless Alabama A&M (0-
9) bulldog squad Sunday, Sept. 20. Due to the fact that the KSU soccer 
complex was underwater the match was moved to Cobleigh Field at 
Harrison High School, where they have artificial turf that drains much 
better than a natural field.  
 “We wanted to get the game in first of all, and our field was water-
logged,” explained KSU head coach Rob King. “It was one of those 
games where at the last minute we were able to come over here and 
play, so I was very glad that we got the game in.” 
 even though the game was a bit sloppy at times, it was obvious from 
the outset of this match that the KSU women were going to have their 
way with the Bulldogs. A&M rarely made its way past midfield as they 
scurried around on defense throughout much of the match. The number 
of goals could have been much higher, but an eager KSU attack was 
called off-sides on nine occasions. 
 “It’s hard playing against a team that’s at a lower level technically to 
you because you tend to play down to them,” said Caitlin Dingle. “So 
we were just trying to play our game. Knock the ball around a little bit 
and play some good soccer.”
 The scoring for KSU started in the 24th minute as freshman de-
fender Jade Dempster scored her third goal of the year. Then in the 36th 
minute of action, red-shirt senior dingle scored her first colligate goal 
after being sidelined for nine months due to injury.
 “the ball got caught up in the middle and sadjr Williams bumped it 
up to Katie Schwartz and she just played it through to me,” said Dingle. 
“I just got a good strike on it and found the back of the net. It’s good to 
score goals again.”
 as the ladies headed in for halftime they led by two goals and out-
shot their opponent 16-1.
 The Bulldogs did manage to get six shots off in the second half, 
allowing freshman goalkeeper Mellissa Hutto the opportunity for two 
saves during the match after she was sent in during the 52nd minute of 
play for Staci Pugh.
 KSU picked right back up in the second half when Katie Scott got 
her first goal of the year in the 64th minute off a beautiful long ball sent 
over the Bulldog defense by Thais Gibson. After streaking past the last 
defender, Scott calmly tucked the ball into the corner of the goal.
 ten minutes later, alyssa Mahan got her second assist of the night as 
the Owls extended their lead to four goals when Kristin Kranick scored 
her first goal of the season. 
 Dingle converted a penalty kick in the 80th minute, and the last goal 
of the contest came when Savannah Duet took a shot on goal that de-
flected off the A&M keeper. KSU freshman midfielder Liz Blackburn 
found the ball and got her first goal of the year, leading the owls to a 
6-0 victory.
 on the final two matches of the home streak the owls played two 
conference games, one against Stetson (5-4, 1-1 A-Sun) Friday, Sept. 
25, and then against Florida Gulf Coast (7-3-1, 2-0-0 A-Sun) Sunday, 
Sept. 27. 
 against stetson all of the action would come in the first half of play, 
as KSU was able to find the back of the net three times.
 Mahan scored the first goal of the night and her third of the season 
in the 25th minute when she headed a rebound home to go up 1-0.  
brittany Vining and Maylee attin-Johnson each had an assist on the 
play. After this weekend Mahan has three goals and three assists on the 
season, giving her nine total points, which leads all KSU players.
 Ten minutes later, the Owls got their second goal of the evening. 

once again the accurate and powerful leg of Jade dempster was the 
catalyst for the KSU goal.
 “I think we have a real weapon in Jade, because she can hit that 40-
yard ball that other girls can’t hit,” said King. “It’s something we spoke 
about during the week, to try and take them on using our speed, and 
we did a very nice job of that.”
 In the 45th minute Bridget Gaughan picked up the second goal of 
her career when she scored on a corner kick from dingle which put 
the Owls up 3-0 heading into halftime.
 In the second half, the KSU defense smothered attack after 
attack from Stetson. Although the Hatters where able to get a few 
close chances at goal, KSU keeper Staci Pugh fought hard to keep 
her clean-sheet, finishing with seven saves that evening. No save 
was bigger than the one she made in the 72nd minute, as she stuffed 
Stetson forward Heather Berg on a one-on-one breakaway.
 “Staci’s back to her old self,” King said. “She had a great first 
season with us, and then she got injured. It takes time to get back 
physically and then you have to get that confidence back, and she’s 
done that, she’s back.” 
 In the final home game this past Sunday the Owls faced a very 
tough A-Sun opponent in Florida Gulf Coast University. On Friday 

the eagles visited Mercer, and came away with a 2-1 victory.  Sunday 
they completed their sweep of Georgia defeating KSU 1-0, in a very 
tight contest.
 The only goal of the match came in the 34th minute when FGCU 
senior midfielder Amber McCall received a ball from Jennifer 
Crittenberger inside the penalty box to score her fourth goal of the year.
 “We broke down in the midfield and we were left a little bit short in 
the back,” said King. “It ended up being a pretty easy attempt on goal 
and they put it away.”
 despite many close chances in the waning moments of the game, 
the eagles were up to the challenge. KSU out-shot the eagles 12-8, but 
just could not seem to find the back of the net on this afternoon. 
   Kristen Kranick led all KSU players with four shots, but it was Lauren 
Ruffini who almost scored the tying goal in the 90th minute off a header 
that was blocked by the FGCU defense. 
 “I’m pleased with where we are over the last couple of weeks,” 
King said. “We need to just get in the training room, get healed up a 
little bit, and then be ready for next weekend.”
 The Owls continue conference play next weekend when they 
head down to Florida and take on North Florida Friday evening and 
Jacksonville Sunday afternoon.

JoHn MoRbitzeR
Staff WritEr
   
  KSU Volleyball’s (7-6, 2-4) fast start to the season has slowed with 
a five-game losing streak in matches against tough conference oppo-
nents.
 “At this level you can’t linger on, it’s back to back. You have to put 
together two good nights,” head coach Karen Weatherington said.
 The Owls trailed to begin all sets with eTSU Friday, Sept. 18 and 
struggled to find a rhythm offensively 
 “(eTSU) are a little slower paced team, they like to be more me-
thodical, slow the game down, wipe the floor, things like that,” said 
Weatherington. “Some of us don’t respond well to that at times, but 
when we could use it to our advantage we could get momentum on our 
side.” 
 That momentum was needed in the fourth set, where KSU rallied 
from a seven-point deficit to win 25-21. That set forced a fifth and deci-
sive set, as both teams stayed competitive. 
 In the fifth set, KSU had match point at 14-13, but could not finish, 
and allowed eTSU to fight back and win the match, 3 sets to 2. 
 “I don’t think we played well, but we competed well. We did a 
lot of stuff on the fly, and made changes that were not normal. I was 
happy with what we did, just didn’t come out on the right side,” said 
Weatherington. 
 After a heart-breaking loss Friday night, the Owls welcomed 
Campbell to the Convocation Center Saturday Sept. 19, to salvage the 
weekend. However, the Camels came out on top 3 sets to 1. 

 “We struggled passing the ball effectively against Campbell’s 
serve,” said Weatherington. 
 KSU dropped the first two sets, rallying to take the third, before 
losing decisively in the fourth 25-10. The fourth set was the worst of the 
season for the Owls with a -.036-attack percentage. 
 Sabrita Gulley had another strong offensive performance with 21 
kills in the match. Asjia Stokes added 18 kills of her own. Both players 
recorded double-doubles along with Rachel Albright, who had 36 as-
sists and 17 digs. 
 “We carried over some of the slow start through the week of prac-
tice. We came out with a little lack of intensity and we saw that. So I tell 
them that’s unacceptable, and in this game every point is precious,” said 
Weatherington. 
 Following the conference losses, KSU took on the Georgia State 
Panthers, and while taking their first ever set from GSU in the second, 
fell 3 sets to 1. 
 the owls rallied to come within one point of Gsu in the first set, 
but a Panthers kill on set point was the deciding factor. In the second set 
KSU was down 23-19, but numerous key blocks lead the Owls to rally 
and take the set 25-23. Set three saw a 10-5 lead from the Owls, but 
they couldn’t hang on, dropping the set after a 21-21 tie, and also losing 
in the fourth to end the match. 
 “We are very happy that Georgia State was willing to host. Georgia 
state has been a class act through this ordeal,” Weatherington stated con-
cerning the change in venue due to the heavy rains in Cobb County.
 The Owls traveled to Nashville Sept. 25 and 26 for two conference 
matches against Belmont and Lipscomb but could not break the losing 

streak. 
 The Owls surprised Belmont by taking the first two sets 21-25 and 
16-25, but the Bruins came back to win the final three sets and take the 
match. 
 the owls fell behind in the first set 8-1, but the team fought back to 
take the set and carried the momentum into the second. The nine-point 
victory in the second set matched the second-largest margin in a set in 
the season. KSU struggled to win the next three sets and could not put 
Belmont away, losing 3 sets to 2.
 “belmont has traditionally been one of the toughest teams in the 
a-sun, so it’s encouraging that we were able to compete with them,” 
said Weatherington. “But there is a difference between competing and 
winning, and we have to learn to fight to make that difference.”
 Staying in Nashville the Owls took on the Lipscomb Bisons, but 
could not win a set and lost their fifth straight match in straight sets, 
3-0. 
 “Lipscomb could turn out to be the class of the A-Sun this year,” 
said Weatherington. “They are a very solid team and presented a lot of 
challenges for us on the court today.”
 KSU struggled through the first set, and it carried over through the 
rest of the match. Although the Owls fought to tie 13-13 in the second 
set, Lipscomb finished with a 5-0 run that KSU could not overcome. 
the bisons then took the lead in the third and finished the match with a 
25-18 win to continue the losing skid. 
 the team has a week of practice to regroup and attempt to stop the 
losing streak before they host North Florida in the Convocation Center 
Friday, Oct. 2 at 7 p.m.

Volleyball struggles in weekend matches

Photo by Christine Morales | The Sentienel

Rain alters weekends for women’s soccer team

October 9-11, Friday and Saturday
Backpacking Art Loeb TrAil

UpcomingTrip! Sign up today in Room 129 in the 
Student Rec. & Wellness Center

NB MeMBeR $16
KSU STUdeNT $20
KSU FaCUlTy/STaFF/
alUMNi $25
Check or cash at sign up. 
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Want More Information?

E-mail: naturebound@kennesaw.edu 
Website: www.ksuintramurals.com
(Click on Nature Bound)
Call: 770-423-6913      
    What is Nature Bound?
Nature Bound is KSU’s outdoor ad-
venture organization. as a collaboration 
between intramural & Rec. Services and 
the Center for Student leadership, we 
facilitate outdoor experiences to instill val-
ues such as conservation, social interaction, 
responsibility, self-respect, and leadership; 
while creating great memories.
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KSU FLOOD: CAMPUS LOOP OR CAMPUS LAKE?

Students shown above invent a new intramural sport, innertubing, on Campus Loop Road during the flooding on Monday, Sept. 21. Students were also spotted in a small boat on Campus Loop.
Below, cars line up on Kennesaw State University Road to leave campus at about 1:30 p.m.  on Sept. 21 upon the announcement that classes were canceled and campus was closed.

Buildings on Campus Loop Road, including the Catholic Center, shown 
above, experienced the heaviest flooding on campus. Many of the build-
ings and houses had to be evacuated, and the offices had to be relocated 
to other buildings on campus.

Above, students wrestle on the flooded Campus Green. About 50 students could be seen using the Green as a 
giant Slip ‘n Slide and throwing around a Frisbee. When asked why they were willingly getting wet and dirty, three 
students enthusiastically replied, “Why not?”
Below, a student wades through the lake that formed outside of the Social Science Building on Sept. 21.
The Social Science Building, shown at right, flooded on the first floor.

Paul Daly | The Sentinel

Paul Daly | The Sentinel Michael Matuson | The Sentinel

Adeolu Adebayo | The Sentinel
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KSU FLOOD: CAMPUS LOOP OR CAMPUS LAKE?

Students shown above invent a new intramural sport, innertubing, on Campus Loop Road during the flooding on Monday, Sept. 21. Students were also spotted in a small boat on Campus Loop.
Below, cars line up on Kennesaw State University Road to leave campus at about 1:30 p.m.  on Sept. 21 upon the announcement that classes were canceled and campus was closed.

Above, water seeps into the game room in the Student Center.
Below left, cars line up to leave the Central Parking Deck after students 
learned that campus was closed and all classes were cancelled.
Below, security vehicles block off Campus Loop Road, which bore the 
brunt of the flooding on campus.

A road leading to the Methodist Church off of Campus Loop Road was 
eroded, resulting in the giant hole above.

Adeolu Adebayo | The Sentinel

Adeolu Adebayo | The Sentinel

Special to The Sentinel

Paul Daly | The Sentinel

Ryan Carmichael | The Sentinel Adeolu Adebayo | The Sentinel
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RATES:
$9 for the first 250 characters (about 
40 words), 2¢ per additional character.
Pre-payment is required.

 DEADLINE:
Sunday midnight E.S.T. before the 
requested Tuesday publication. 

TO PLACE YOUR AD:
To place your order, visit:
www.KSUads.com. 
Problems? Call 770-423-6470.

kSUADS.COm • kENNESAw STATE SENTINEL CLASSIfIEDS

Place your own ad at 
WWW.KSUADS.COM

FOR RENT
1 bedrook basement suite 
for rent...large bedroom, 
full bath, half-kitchen, 
private entrance. Access 
to full kitchen & W/D on 
main floor. Single profes-
sional father in upscale 
family neighborhood; 
looking for female due 
to young daughter be-
ing in home every other 
weekend. email: michael@
encit.com for pictures and 
more info.
KENNESAW – ACWORTH 
- WOODSTOCK. 2 BR, Sin-
gle Family Home. Charm-
ing cottage! Central Air & 
heat. Covered parking. 
Cathedral ceiling. Near 
KSU and Chattahoochee 
Tech. Convenient to I-75 & 
I-575. $780. Great South-
ern Realty. Call Shelvey 
678-508-5662.

ROOMMATES
Looking for responsible 
roommate. $520 includes 
ALL utilities, cable and WIFI. 
Located on nice quiet street. 
Large deck, huge backyard, 
spacious. Smoking ok out-
side. No Pets. Security 
and 1st mo rent. Location 
corner of Stilesboro Rd and 
Kennesaw. Email cu5250@
hotmail.com.
Housemate Match, spon-
sored by the MJCCA and 
a Uni ted Way funded 
program, matches hom-
eowners and tenants af-
ter confidential screening 
and interview including 
criminal background check. 
Housematematch provides 
In-Home Care Giving Ser-
vices. Contact Lynne Dyck-
man, Housing Counselor 
Cobb County.678/812-
3729. lynne.dyckman@
atlantajcc.org. www.house-
matematch.org.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
WELL KEPT 2B/2B Town-
home End Unit-2005, 
LOFT office space, pri-
vate PATIO, one car GA-
RAGE, Great ROOMMATE 
plan, HOA includes: exte-
rior work; LAWN service; 
insurance; etc. Willing 
to PAY CLOSING COSTS 
OPEN HOUSE Last Sun-
day of EVERY MONTH 
2-5pm, 404.376.1394.
PART & FuLLTiME POSiTiONS
Administrative Assistant 
needed for psychology of-
fice. Duties include assisting 
psychologist with various 
tasks, as well as assisting 
office manager. Must be 
comfortable with computers 
and typing speed should 
be at least 45 WPM. Must 
be good with the public 
and comfortable with chil-
dren. Psychology major with 
graduate school aspirations 
strongly preferred. Other 
majors, especially education 
majors will be considered. 
Please submit your resume’ 
to reshook@aol.com. Hours 
needed are approximately 
4 hours two days per week. 
Call us at 770 514 0111 for 
possible interview and more 
information.
La Strada Italian Restau-
rant is now hiring full time 
or part time servers with 
prior experience. For more 
information please call 770-
640-7008.
Personal driver for disabled 
person. Flexible schedule 
provided. $15/hr Contact Bill 
Nabors bnabors@uga.edu.
Wholesale Fashion Jew-
elry Business Offering 
Part Time Employment 
Opportunity. Clerical o 
Various Office Duties 
o Data Entry Required. 
Close to Campus. 20 
Hours Phone 770-928-
3338 Fax 770-928-1718 
Email Sales@littlething-
sinc.com.
BusyLife Laundry is look-
ing 4 Campus Reps! Earn 
$ while learning! Check out 
www.BusyLifeLaundry.com 
for details and sign up and 
see how EZ it is! Or you can 
text/call us at 770 875 4574! 
Look fwd to meeting you.

Wholesale Fashion Jew-
elry Business Offering Part 
Time Employment Op-
portunity. Clerical o Vari-
ous Office Duties o Data 
Entry Required. Close to 
Campus. 20 Hours Phone 
770-928-3338 Fax 770-
928-1718 Email Sales@
littlethingsinc.com.

CAMPuS POSiTiONS
Work on campus! Find 
a campus position - stu-
dent assistants - at: www.
kennesaw.edu/student_
life/campusjobs.shtml.

MiSC. SERViCES
Tutor in Kennesaw: •Li-
censed & Professional 
since 1994 •Math, Busi-

ness, Computers, GRE, 
GMAT •Group Rates Avail-
able for all subjects. Ea-
gleEyeTutoring.com. 678-
362-2978.
Don’t miss this promo-
tion, ESPECIALLY if 
you don’t have dental 
insurance!! ATLANTA 
DENTAL SPA invites you 
to receive an EXAM, X-
RAYS, CLEANING, and 
CONSULTATION with one 
of our renowned doctors 
to discuss your treatment 
needs all for $99 (valued 
at $398). Call your fellow 
classmate Christi at 678-
367-4939 to schedule your 
appointment today! Visit us 
at www.AtlantaDentalSpa.
com to learn more. Offer 

expires:10/31/09.
AFFORDABLE ATTORNEY 
MOVING VIOLATION?  Al-
low me to protect your 
driving record and wallet. 
I am highly experienced 
with all sorts of traffic cita-
tions. rob@firesterlaw.net 
CAUGHT DOING SOME-
THING YOU SHOULDN’T 
HAVE? I routinely resolve 
shoplifting, drug posses-
sion, battery and most any 
other criminal matter, with 
excellent results and for a 
very fair fee.

JOBS: OPPORTuNiTiES
Movie Extras, Actors, Mod-
els Wanted - Up to $300/
day! All Looks Needed! Call 
NOW 1-800-458-9303.

BUYER BEWARE. There 
is no substitute for close-
ly examining any offer. If it 
sounds too good to be true, 
chances are it’s a scam. 
Please check all offers 
BEFORE sending money 
or personal information. 

Consider it a warning sign if 
you must buy something in 
order to start the program. 
For a reliability report on a 
specific company or offer, 
check first with your local 
Better Business Bureau.
www.bbb.org

Stream lectures 

from the comfort

of your couch.

 You know, the one someone left on your lawn.

Whether you’re at home, on campus, or pretty much anywhere in between, you can 

stream TV, movies, play online games and video chat on your laptop 4x faster than 

with mobile internet from a cell phone company. It’s all the internet you’ll ever need.

A MONTH22$
50

unlimited mobile

plans starting at

$22.50 rate plan is a promotional rate plan and is valid for your first 3 monthly payments, thereafter the monthly rate is $45 per month. Offer expires October 31, 2009. May be changed or withdrawn without notice. 
Requires $35 activation fee. Coverage is not available in all areas. Service levels, features and prices may vary by rate plan and availability in the coverage area and are subject to change without notice. Network 
performance may vary. CLEAR™ performance claim is based on average user speeds achieved during tests performed on the CLEAR commercial network by Clear Wireless LLC. Other carrier performance based 
on their advertised claims. Taxes, additional restrictions, equipment and other charges apply. See clear.com for details. © 2009 Clear Wireless LLC.

Super fast mobile internet™

go to clear.com/college call 866·579·2720 or visit a store near you.

       Learn How to Apply for Overseas Jobs
 Speak 1 on 1 with US Peace Corps staff  who served in Africa

The Toughest Job 
You Will Ever Love

APPLY ONLINE: www.peacecorps.gov

TUES, OCTOBER 13 4-5:30pm
Willingham Hall, Rm 226
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