
3/5: “Get Involved!” Meeting (12:30, Univ. Rms)
3/3: Film Screening: “The End of America”
         (8pm, Social Science Building, Room 1019)
3/4: New York Times Best Seller: Naomi Wolf
 Chautauqua Lecture: “The Beauty Myth Revealed”
         (7pm, Social Science Building, Room 1021)
3/28: Family Fun Day: Horton Hears a Who (11am, Univ. Rooms)
3/31: Paul Watson, founder of Greenpeace
          (7pm, Social Science Building, Room 1021)

We Believe in FREE.3/28: Family Fun Day: Horton Hears a Who (11am, University Rooms)

3/31: Green Peace: founder Paul Watson

          (7pm, Social Science Building, Room 1021)

4/1: KSU Day Carnival and Festival (noon-3pm, Campus Green)

4/1: Casino Nite (9pm-midnight, Student Center University Rooms)

W
e Believe in FREE.
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in this issue

what: new works and ideas: the 
Collision
when:  tues. March 24 – thurs. 
March 26, 8 p.m.; sat. March 28, 8 
p.m.; sun. March 29, 2 p.m.
where: studio theater, wilson 
Building
Details: $5; May not be suitable for 
all audiences

what: islamic Judaic social
when: wed. March 25, 12:30 – 2 p.m.
where: Campus Green
Details: Free authentic Middle eastern 
cuisine and drinks

what: KsU Opera: “the Merry wives 
of windsor”
when: thurs. March 26 – sat. March 
28, 8 p.m. and sun. March 29, 3 p.m.
where: Performance Hall, Bailey 
Performance Center
Details: $15

what: 5th annual Conference on 
Peace and religion
when: Fri. March 27, 8:30 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m.
where: social science Building
Details: $30/person (free to first 
50 students registered). to register: 
http://tinyurl.com/cv27jd.

What: Shelley Hussey, author of “I’m 
Not OK, You’re Not OK, But That’s OK 
with God,” to speak
when: Mon. March 30, 12:30 – 2 p.m.
where: Leadership room, 
student Center

around campus
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weather

Wednesday 
HigH 59°
LoW  52°

THursday

HigH 66°
LoW  53°

Friday 
HigH 70°
LoW  53°

Monday 
HigH 67°
LoW  45°

sunday 
HigH 65°
LoW  42°

saTurday 
HigH 66°
LoW  46°

Clark Barrow
Staff Writer

 low-income college students will receive 
financial assistance from the economic stimu-
lus bill recently signed into law by Barack 
obama, and kSU has scrambled to receive 
millions of dollars.
 according to Shelley Nickel, University 
System of Georgia (USG) associate vice 
chancellor for planning and implementation, 
the stimulus package, titled the american 
recovery and reinvestment act of 2009 
(arra), provides students with an increase in 
financial assistance in three different ways.  
 “Students will see more funding for Pell 
grants and work study, as well as tax credits for 

tuition, fees and books,” said Nickel.  “This is 
significant since these funds will keep students in 
school, progressing toward degree completion.”
 The Pell grant, which provides low-income 
students with financial assistance, will receive 
a boost in funding for the next two years.  For 
the 2009-2010 school year, the maximum 
amount of money a student can receive from 
the fund will have an increase of $619 for a 
total of $5,350 per semester.  For the 2010-
2011 school year, the amount will increase 
again to $5,550.  Nickel said the amount fund-
ing each student receives varies, as it is based 
on the student’s income.
 Nickel said the additional funding for the 
Pell grant will go immediately into the pock-
ets of students for the 2009-2010 term and the 

second increase will take place on July 1, 2010.  
The stimulus package aid amounts to an addi-
tional $17 billion for the Pell grant program.
 The second way the stimulus package will 
provide assistance to students is through the 
federal work study program.  Nickel said work 
study programs, which provide low income 
students with clerical and accounting jobs in 
a variety of departments on campus, will have 
its funding doubled to $200 million for the 
entire work study program in the country.
 Nickel said while the additional funds will 
not cause students to receive more money per 
hour, it will allow the school to hire more stu-
dents under the work study program and pos-
sibly give them additional hours.
 according to ashok roy, assistant vice 

president for financial services, financially 
eligible students will also receive financial help 
from an increase in the tax credit for students.
 “The Bill includes a $14 billion tax credit 
that will increase the maximum tax credit per 
student to $2,500 per year from $1,800 and 
will for the first time allow students textbooks 
and tuition,” said roy.
 The increased tax credit is available for stu-
dents who are claimed as dependents by their 
parents as well as for those who file indepen-
dently for the 2009 and 2010 fiscal year.
 roy said the increase in the tax credit will 
help low income families who do not pay 
income tax.  Families in this tax bracket are 
only eligible to receive 40 percent of the tax 

HeaTHer Cook
Staff Writer

 ken Harmon has been named dean 
of Coles College of Business.
 In a nationwide search, ken Harmon 
was selected by the search committee 
headed by Dr. Teresa Joyce, dean of 
the Graduate College. Dr. Harmon 
has been the Chair of accounting 
since July 1, 2006 and the Director of 
the School of accountancy at kSU.
 “The Committee felt that Dr. 
Harmon had an excellent record as 
an administrator, teacher and scholar 
at kSU as well as several other uni-
versities and that he had the strong 
support of Coles College faculty and 
staff,” said Joyce. “He has a very 
strong commitment to kennesaw 
State, a strong work ethic and great 
relationships with Coles College fac-
ulty, students and the business com-
munity.” 
 “we all know Dr. Harmon well and 
respect his leadership and ability. Since 
he knows us and we know him, we can 
hit the ground running when he takes 
charge,” said richard Franza, chair of 
the Department of Management and 
entrepreneurship at kSU.
 Dr. Harmon has an impressive 
record in addition to his service at 
kSU. at the University of Tennessee,  
he obtained his  B.S. in accounting,  
Master of accountancy and Doctorate 
in accounting. Before coming to 
kSU, he held numerous positions 
including Chair of the accounting 
Department at the Middle Tennessee 
State University, Chair of accounting 
Department at the University of 
North Carolina at wilmington, and 
recently, Dean of the else School of 
Management at Millsaps College. 
Harmon was also previously the head 
of his own software company.
 “Dr. Harmon has been here for a 
few years, knows the College well 
and will be an outstanding dean,” 
said Franza. “Dr. Harmon will put his 
own stamp on the school, but in many 
ways, we will continue to operate as 
we have. one significant change is 
that I would expect to see Coles more 
visible in its interactions with busi-
nesses in the Metro-atlanta area.”
 Harmon plans on keeping the cul-

ture and aura of the Coles College 
intact. one of the main changes he 
wishes to accomplish is to enhance the 
Coles College’s international profile.
 “I plan to leverage the Coles 
College brand and make an even 
stronger presence in metro-atlanta,” 
said Harmon. “also, we will make a 
few strategic advances internation-
ally. we have some incredibly strong 
and distinctive programs, some of 
which have received international 
acclaim. I think we should leverage 
these programs to heighten the Coles 
College profile.”
 In addition to the college’s inter-
national acclaim, kSU’s business 
program has been ranked one of 
the highest business schools by the 
Princeton review for two years in a 
row.
 Chris Parrott, a senior business 
major, said kSU’s business program 
is beneficial because it gives “great 
connections to the corporate world” 
and houses “a teaching staff that has 
numerous years of experience in the 
actual business world rather than 
simple theoretical teaching.”
 Harmon will take over for the cur-
rent interim dean, kathy Schwaig, on 
July 1, 2009, just in time for the be-
ginning of fall semester.

aNDy NelSoN
Staff Writer

 an escaped convict entered campus 
on Tuesday, March 3, prompting the 
first-ever use of the campus’ Connect-
Ed Mass Notification System.
 Chris Gay, a convict being trans-
ported from Florida to Tennessee, es-
caped police custody when the officer 
transporting him stopped to eat at the 
Waffle House on Frey Road. Reports 
stated that he was not armed.
 Law enforcement officials soon 
discovered that Gay had a history of 
escapes that earned him the nickname 
“Little Houdini.” His flight on March 
3 was his third this decade. His most 
famous escape occurred in 2007 when 
he broke out of a prison transport van 
in South Carolina. He then proceeded 
to steal a pickup truck, which he drove 
to Manchester, Tenn. There, he com-
mandeered a wal-Mart tractor-trailer 
containing several thousand dollars 
worth of merchandise, which he drove 
to Pleasant View in order to visit his 
dying mother. The feat was mentioned 
in a ballad by Tim o’Brien, a song-
writer in west Virginia and winner of a 
2005 Grammy award.
 at 3:44 p.m. on March 3, an e-mail 
was sent to all the kSU crisis manag-
ers, directing them to lock down their 
buildings. Cobb County police dogs 
tracked Gay from the east Parking 
Deck through the woods to the Science 
Building. at 3:48 p.m., the building 
was evacuated and all inhabitants were 
moved to Parking lot a. Several sight-
ings were confirmed in the Science 
Building.
 all other buildings were shut down, 
but the situation differed from a normal 
lockdown in that people were allowed 
to leave their designated areas but were 
not allowed to enter other buildings. at 
4:30 p.m., all classes were cancelled for 
the remainder of the day. 
 “It’s possible that the term ‘lock-
down’ is inappropriate for college 
campuses,” said kemper anderson, 
assistant Director of Public Safety at 
kSU. “The authorities cannot hold 
someone over age 18 who has not 
committed a crime. we can inform 
people of the risks, but we cannot stop 
them from leaving.” 
 anderson reported that due to 
the Connect-ED Mass Notification 

System, a provider used by several 
schools in the University System of 
Georgia, they were able to get the word 
out about the escaped fugitive quickly 
and efficiently.
 “The good thing about [Connect-
eD] is that it tells people what’s going 
on and what we want you to do in 
response to the situation. we got a lot 
of positive feedback yesterday,” said 
anderson.
 “They moved us all to the a lot 
so they could empty the building and 
get a look at everyone,” said Charley 
Hobgood, a sophomore who was in the 
Science Building at the time. “There 
were no problems once we got out. It 
was handled really well.” 
 Not all students, however, were 
willing to cooperate with the crisis 
managers, such as a female student 
who attempted to get back into the li-
brary after leaving. when she was not 

granted access, she began to argue with 
the officer at the door.
 “She just started crying and freak-
ing out, and was going on about her 
mom being on the phone with the kSU 
police,” said Cale Jackson, a senior 
who witnessed the event. 
 “It just surprises me how callous 
some people can be. They have no 
concern about anyone else in the room 
or anyone out there. They are just con-
cerned with themselves. It makes it 
hard for these people to do their job,” 
said rex kienel, a writing instructor 
who also witnessed the event. 
 At 5:30 p.m., police officials issued 
an “all clear” notification to release 

Stimulus request tops $117 million
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championship 
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nationals

Derek Wright  | The Sentinel

Chris Gay

Ken Harmon

See HOUDINI, page 2

See STIMULUS, page 3

P a p p  a n d  n a t i o n a l 
w r e s t l i n g  c h a m p  r o s s 
c r a v e n s  c e l e b r a t e  t h e 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  h i s 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  a n d 
t h e  e f f e c t s  i t  w i l l  h a v e 
o n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .
See page 12
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Presents 

"Prep the Test" 
Graduate School Admissions and 

GRE Strategy Seminar by 

Wednesday, March 25 
6:30-8:30 pm 

SO 1021 

Workshop will review the graduate school 
admissions process, application tips, and the  

structure and scoring of the GRE exam.  

Students learn how to create a compelling 
application, including tips on essays and letters 

of recommendation. 

Admission: A new or gently used book (K-5)  
for Phi Kappa Phi's “Books for Belize” campaign  
to benefit the children of Sacred Heart Elementary 

School (or $5 for the purchase of a new book). 

For additional information, contact  
Yvonne Wichman, Department of English, 

ywichman@kennesaw.edu

Shelley Hussey, 
author of I’m Not OK, You’re 
Not OK, But That’s OK With 
God: Finding the Humor and 

Healing in Life

Monday, March 30 
12:30 - 2pm

in the Student Center Leadership Room

Shelley Hussey combines humor and passion to 
deliver a message that seeks to diminish the shame 

and blame aspects of seeking treatment for emotional 
problems. Come hear this “Shameless Hussey” and 

be prepared for an enlightening and entertaining 90 
minutes. Books will be available for $16.00 each. For 

information on the book visit Shelleyhussey.com.

This event is hosted by Sigma Tau Delta 
and ABLE. This event is free and refreshments 

will be provided.

LET THE EARTH REST
FOR AN HOUR 

On March 28, 2009 at 8:30 pm, millions of Americans will turn out their lights
to demand action on climate change.

Join us. Turn out. Take action. 

www.EarthHourUS.org

Join Kennesaw state University and owL radio 
for Lights oUt at the University viLLage, 

8:00 p.m., march 28, 2009.

the “lockdown.” additional police 
were called in, and patrols were 
increased throughout the evening 
and night shifts. The fugitive was 
not apprehended that night.
 on March 4, kSU president 
Dan Papp sent out an email to the 
kSU community that recapped 
Tuesday’s events and thanked 
everyone involved for remaining 
levelheaded.
 “Thanks to everyone for 
handling yesterday’s situation 

regarding the escaped Tennessee 
prisoner so calmly and profes-
sionally. The entire kSU com-
munity should be pleased with 
the way that we all responded. I 
would especially like to thank the 
kSU Public Safety Department 
for its quick and professional ac-
tions, and for the way in which it 
interacted with the other police 
jurisdictions that were involved 
in the search for the escaped pris-
oner,” he said in the e-mail.
 Classes and normal operations 

also resumed on wednesday.
 on March 9, the Department 
of Strategic Security & Safety de-
veloped a survey in order to gain 
insight on students’ experiences 
during the lockdown situation.
 The survey showed that 37 per-
cent of the students learned of the 
situation through a voice message, 
34 percent through an SMS, 20 
percent through another person, 6 
percent through e-mail, 2 percent 
through the siren system and 1 
percent through another method 

not indicated in the survey. 52 per-
cent of the student body felt that 
the situation was handled “Very 
effectively,” 17 percent voted 
“effectively,” 20 percent voted 
“Good,” 5 percent voted “Poor,” 
and 6 percent claimed that they did 
not receive notification.
 Positive responses included the 
frequent updates provided through 
Connect-eD and the prompt action 
taken by the crisis managers. Some 
students, however, felt that the mes-
sages were inconsistent and con-
tradictory, while others expressed 
concern over not being able to 
change their contact information.
 “If crisis managers are sup-
posed to enforce such situations, 
they need more and better direct 
communication, more authority 
and less chaos. all in all, an embar-
rassing effort with no student sup-
port,” commented one student in 
the survey.
 “all information that goes into 
the emergency contact system 
comes from the student database. 
It is important to update your emer-
gency contact information,” said 
anderson.
 Students or faculty wanting to 
update their emergency contact 
information can visit the Strategic 
Security and Safety web site, 
www.kennesaw.edu/sss.
 “This was a great ‘exercise’ 
that was actually performed under 
real circumstances. what we 
learned and want to improve on 
is a single source of sending the 
emergency messages to the com-
munity so we can be confident 
that all messages are in sequence 
and from the proper authorities,” 
said Bob lang, assistant vice 
president of Strategic Security 
and Safety. “we are also solidify-
ing the role of the crisis managers 
by empowering them to make 
evacuation and lockdown deci-
sions for all to heed. we also re-
alize that radio communications 
between the Crisis Managers 
needs immediate improvement.”
 according to 11alive.com, Gay 
was recaptured in Bartow, Fla. on 
March 16 after a successful sting 
operation. He now faces several 
charges in Florida, including theft 
of more than $20,000 and being 
a fugitive from justice. with these 
charges pending, his transfer back 
to Tennessee is expected to take 
several years.

CaITlIN DINGle
aSSt.Photo editor

Watch your books 
 on March 26, police were dis-
patched in reference to a stolen 
textbook.  a student stated her 
textbook had been stolen from 
the Student Center as she was 
sitting in the cafeteria near the 
Bookstore.  She left her belong-
ings on the table and went to the 
bathroom, returning to see her 
textbook missing.  The textbook 
was worth $18 and was not seen 
in the lost and found.  a report 
was filed.

3.5-foot  pipe
 Late at night on Feb. 27, offi-
cers arrived at kSU Place apart-
ments in reference to a previous 
accident involving a student.  
Upon arrival at the apartment, 
the officer smelled the odor of 
burning marijuana coming from 
inside the apartment.  The offi-
cer was admitted into the apart-
ment and conducted a protective 
sweep,  advising all occupants to 
go to the living room and wait 
with the other officers.  While 
in one of the rooms, the officer 
noticed the odor of burning mari-
juana stronger in one of the four 
bedrooms.  The occupant of the 
bedroom and her boyfriend both 
allowed the room to be searched 
with a warrant, and the officers 
found a multi-colored glass pipe 
that was 10 inches in height con-
taining suspected marijuana.  a 
black guitar case was also found 
to contain one clear glass pipe ap-
proximately 3.5 feet tall, a small 
multi colored glass pipe, and two 
glass “stems” designed to be 
used with the large glass pipe.  
There was also a small glass jar 
containing suspected marijuana.  
In the closet the officers also 
found two unmarked orange pill 
bottles that were later identified 
as a controlled schedule IV sub-
stance called alprazolam.  There 
was also one other unidentified 
pill bottle along with six full 
beers.  The occupant identified 
the marijuana as hers and said 
she and her boyfriend shared the 
pipes.  She stated the pills were 
her boyfriend’s.  Both the oc-
cupant and her boyfriend were 
placed under arrest for VGCSa 
less than one ounce along with a 
criminal trespass warning for the 
boyfriend.

Drunken fight
 On Feb. 27, a fight was re-
ported at kSU Place apartments.  
An officer arrived promptly as 
the fight was in progress and saw 

15 subjects attempting to leave 
the building.  The subjects were 
told to stay where they were and 
the officers were advised that 
the people who were fighting 
were inside the apartment and 
the occupants were refusing to 
open the door.  an ra arrived 
with a key to let the police into 
the apartment.  all subjects were 
asked to leave the apartment and 
sit on the ground. one male sub-
ject explained that he had been 
arguing with another male about 
a girl they both knew.  He stated 
that he didn’t want the other 
male who he did not know in his 
apartment.  They both stated that 
neither had been physically ag-
gressive toward the other and the 
argument was only verbal.  Both 
subjects had admitted to drinking 
a significant amount of alcohol 
and they were under the age of 
21.  Most of the other subjects 
who were present were under the 
age of 21 and were told to walk 
back to their own rooms.  The 
two male subjects apologized 
and went back to their rooms.  
Judicial charges were filed and 
submitted to records.

Ghost weed 
 early morning on Feb. 28, 
police were dispatched to kSU 
University Village in reference 
to a strong odor of marijuana in 
the corridor.  The police and the 
ra on duty were unable to detect 
where the odor was coming from.  
The officers said they would 
return to help the ra with the sit-
uation once he figured out which 
room the odor was coming from.  
One hour later the officers were 
dispatched once again.  The ras 
stated they were certain which 
room the odor was coming from 
and granted them entry.  The 
resident who answered the door 
denied use of marijuana and said 
her roommates weren’t home.  

The officers saw no sign and 
smelled no odor of marijuana.  a 
report was made and the officers 
left the apartment.

Watch your books II
 on Saturday, Feb. 28, 
police were called to the kSU 
Bookstore in reference to theft 
of textbooks.  The suspect was 
trying to leave the store when the 
sensor activated.  workers asked 
the suspect to return to the store 
and the suspect started running 
towards the library.  one of the 
Bookstore workers followed the 
suspect and told her the police 
were on the way.  The suspect 
then dropped the tote bag she 
was carrying and kept running.  
Inside the tote bag were six 
textbooks, a red pen and vari-
ous papers, which valued $1,104 
total.  In the video footage the 
suspect was seen clearly look-
ing up at the cameras and then 
proceeding to take the books and 
place them in her tote.  The evi-
dence was kept and a report was 
written on the theft.

Driving while “slammed”
 On Feb. 28, officers were 
dispatched to a car accident with 
possible injuries on kSU road 
and Chastain road.  once on 
scene, both drivers stated they 
weren’t injured.  The first driver 
was driving on Chastain road 
when traffic slowed and the 
second driver, who stated she 
tried to slam on her brakes but 
had no time, slammed into the 
back of the first driver’s car.  The 
officers smelled a strong odor 
of alcoholic beverages from the 
second driver, and when asked 
she stated that she had had two 
beers.  She performed field 
evaluations for the presence of 
alcohol and failed.  The second 
driver was arrested for DUI and 
following too closely.

Stolen bike
 The afternoon of March 2, 
an officer met with a faculty 
member at the recreation center 
in reference to a stolen bicycle.  
a bicycle with an estimated 
value of $700 was last seen in 
mid-February at the kSU Bike 
Shop.  The bike was taken from 
the top rack and was believed 
to be checked out, which is why 
the police hadn’t been notified 
sooner.  once it was realized 
there was no paperwork on the 
bike being checked out, the sur-
veillance camera was found to 
have not been working since 
the time the bike was stolen.  
The ceiling tile was observed to 
have been tampered with and the 
tiles were misplaced.  The serial 
number was taken.

Cheating and scratching
 An officer was dispatched 
to University Place apartments 
on the evening of March 2 in 
reference to a domestic dispute.  
an ra had been advised that a 
male subject was involved in a 
domestic dispute with his girl-
friend and was refusing to leave.  
The male subject stated that he 
was not going anywhere and that 
the police were going to have to 
make him leave.  His girlfriend 
granted police entrance into her 
apartment and the male subject 
was seen in the kitchen, stating 
that he just wanted to leave.  The 
girlfriend stated that she had just 
ended the relationship because 
she cheated on him and they 
began to argue.  She stated that 
she and her boyfriend had been 
equally pushing each other and 
in the process she scratched his 
cheek with her fingernails.  After 
conferring with the witnesses 
and roommates of the girlfriend, 
the officer arrested both subjects 
for simple battery. 

• HOUDINI from front page
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Egg donors nEEdEd
The Reproductive Biology Egg Bank is seeking women between the ages of 21 
and 30 who would like to donate their eggs to infertile couples who otherwise could 
not conceive. Your donation is completely anonymous and compensation of $6000 
- $8000 will be paid for your valuable time.

The advantages of donating to the RBA egg bank include:
Quicker compensation, as no matching is needed •	
Donation done at your convenience; no recipient coordination required•	
Increased compensation with additional donations•	
Decrease in cost for recipients, allowing more women to utilize this •	
technology who otherwise could not 

For more information about our EGG DONATION PROGRAM call 404-843-0579 or 
visit our website at www.rba-online.com.

New hope. New life.
1150 Lake Hearn Drive, Suite 400

Atlanta, GA 30342
404.257.1900 / 888.722.4483

www.rba-online.com

credit, which will provide them with 
a $1,000 credit in the form of a refund 
check.
 The temporary increase in the tax 
credit will also be available for incomes 
of no more than $80,000 for those 
who file individually and no more than 
$160,000 for joint incomes.  
 according to John anderson, as-
sistant vice president for facilities, in 
the days immediately after President 
obama signed the economic stimulus 
bill into law, kSU submitted fund-
ing requests for a variety of campus 
projects to the Georgia office of 
Planning.  as of Feb. 28, kSU had 
requested $117,777,993 from the 
stimulus package.
 The stimulus package provides 
funding to states, but it will allow the 
states to divide up the funds among 
different state agencies and let the 
agencies decide how it should be 
spent.  The USG will then be able 
to apply for the funds from the state 
agency that specializes in the area the 
funding is needed.  
 anderson said the request in-
cludes a variety of different projects, 
ranging from new buildings to special 
equipment in the science department.  
The proposal includes a $22 million 
request for the expansion, upgrade 
and renovation of the science build-

ing, labs and lab equipment. 
 “This is something that will actu-
ally implement our current master 
plan for the campus construction,” 
said anderson.  “we are working to 
create a lot more facilities for the stu-
dents and for academic programs.”
 other project proposals include 
$900,000 to make the science building 
more energy efficient, which would 
allow them to replace an old water boiler 
with two energy efficient boilers and in-
stall a system that would capture exhaust 
fumes from the science labs and use the 
fumes as energy for the building.
 kSU requested $8 million 
for maintenance related projects 
around campus and $25 million 
for a new building to house the 
Communication Department, titled 
“The Broadband Training and 
Citizen Digital Media lab.”
 according to Birgit wassmuth, 
Communication Department Chair 
and professor of Communication, 
the new building would not only be 
used by communication majors, but 
by high school students and elderly 
citizens who want to advance their 
digital media skills and stay competi-
tive in the market place.
 “we are forwarding our idea in a 
field that is growing so fast that we 
can expand our traditional academic 

offerings to include the underrepre-
sented members of the community,” 
said wassmuth.
 according to wassmuth, kSU 
has requested the funds from the 
stimulus package for the new build-
ing because the school does not have 
the money to support the project with 
its current budget.  wassmuth said 
by using money from the stimulus 
package, the project would create 
work for construction workers and 
builders, and in the long run, possibly 
create new teaching jobs.

 Members of Greek organizations gathered 
on the Campus Green on Saturday, March 21, 
to participate in Greeks Go Bald.
 organized by Delta Tau Delta fraternity, 
Greeks Go Bald benefits the St. Baldrick’s 
Foundation, the world’s biggest volunteer-
driven fundraising program for childhood 
cancer. Volunteers collect donations and 
agree to shave their heads in solidarity of 
children with cancer.
 “There’s kids with cancer that have no 
choice [about losing their hair], and we do. It 
makes them feel really good to see us with no 
hair,” said Brad Summey, vice president of 
Delta Tau Delta.
 as of March 22, the group had raised over 
$16,000 and is still collecting donations, accord-
ing to Delta Tau Delta member Michael Fowler.
 “our goal is $20,000,” said Fowler.
 To make a donation, visit www.greeksgobald.com.

greeks go Bald to fight 
childhood cancer

Courtesy of Michael FowlerZach Hill  | The Sentinel
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 Obama recently unveiled his “new 
strategy” for Iraq and Afghanistan 
at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. 
Unsurprisingly, I was disappointed by 
what I heard. My issue with his Iraq plan 
is not so much that he pushed back the 
withdrawal deadline several months to 
August 2010, but rather that he doesn’t 
really intend to withdraw. After with-
drawing all combat troops by this dead-
line, Obama plans to leave 50,000 “non-
combat troops” in Iraq as “advisors.”
 The real issue here is not that 
Obama let down his anti-war base, 
but rather that his Iraq strategy is just 
counterproductive. Where’s the exit 
strategy that Obama demanded of 
Bush? I think we should just quit while 
we are ahead, which is the case now. 
After the US-led invasion, Al-Qaeda 
in Iraq (AQI) came on the scene and 
posed a real threat, almost pushing 
Iraq into full scale civil war. Just look 
at how far we have come since then. 
While the stated effectiveness of the 
“surge” strategy is dubious, it is unde-
niable that AQI has been crushed, and 
they no longer pose any existential 
threat to the new government of Iraq. 
This is due, in large part, to the exces-
sively violent tactics of Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi, the now dead former leader 
of AQI. These tactics backfired when 

Sunnis started turning against these 
extremists.
 It is now time for the US to so-
lidify our gains, but we can do this 
without keeping 50,000 troops in Iraq 
to occupy it (which is exactly how 
many Iraqis will see this) but rather 
by leaving now and allowing Iraqis 
to govern their own internal affairs. 
The main opposition force, the Mehdi 
Army, led by Shi’ite cleric Moqtada 
al-Sadr, is remaining committed to a 
truce they have with the Iraqi govern-
ment. The future of any truce of this 
sort is dependent upon the eventual 
withdrawal of all foreign troops from 
Iraq. I am afraid that by leaving this 
many troops in Iraq for an unspecified 
period of time, Obama may actually 
reverse the gains made in Iraq so far, 
thus resulting in a renewed escalation.
 His Afghan “strategy” is similarly 
lacking in vision. I’m still waiting for 
his great rhetoric to translate into a real 
strategy. As the Bush administration 
transferred power to Obama, both 
presidents oversaw the deployment of 
30,000 troops to Afghanistan in addi-
tion to the 34,000 already there. Now, 
Obama has announced that he will be 
sending an additional 17,000 troops. 
Our problems in Afghanistan are the 
result of mixed-up priorities, not a 

lack of troops. Just ask the Russians, 
who know how hard it is to prop up 
an Afghan government. Since 2002, 
our Afghan strategy has consisted 
primarily of providing security for 
the Afghan government. It’s similar 
to the strategy we employed in South 
Vietnam, with similar results.
 Our Canadian and British allies are 
doing all of the real fighting against the 
terrorists. What happens when they 
leave, as Canada has promised to do 
by 2011? America is going to have to 
fill that void, unless we manage to take 
control of the situation before then. 
We need to be proactive now, rather 
than being on the defensive later. This 
means going after Al-Qaeda bases in 
the Tribal Areas of Pakistan (FATA).
This situation isn’t ideal, but the ben-
efits of denying AQ a safe haven in 
Pakistan should compel us to take 
action. Obama must realize this before 
it is too late. His campaign rhetoric to 
that effect was impressive, but he has 
not followed up with action.
 Direct military action in FATA, 
by either US or Pakistani forces, will 
almost certainly result in a violent 
insurgency, but I actually think that 
could be a good thing. Pakistanis 
living in the FATA are much more 
supportive of AQ than Afghans. This 

is because most of the attacks are 
taking place on Afghan soil. I guaran-
tee that when bombs start going off in 
their neighborhoods, Pakistanis in the 
Tribal Areas will no longer be be such 
huge fans of Osama bin Laden. The 
Sunnis in Iraq finally woke up. Now 
it’s time to do the same in FATA.
 Obama should take note of the 
failures of the Bush administration. 
Obama thinks he can solve America’s 
economic problems by throwing other 
people’s money where there is insuffi-
cient demand. Now he thinks he can 
defeat Al-Qaeda by deploying more 
troops where there is no Al-Qaeda. 
That’s not change we can believe in. 
We need an effective national security 
strategy, not a repeat of the Lyndon 
Johnson administration.

 The tax cheat Tim Geithner 
really likes taxes – as long as 
they are on those “evil” rich 
people. Bloomberg reported 
that the treasury secretary said 
“the U.S. government will 
mount an ‘ambitious’ program 
to crack down on companies 
that use offshore locales to 
avoid paying taxes.” That’s 
a very ambitious program, 
but it is also hypocritical. 
Why is it okay for Geithner 
to get away with trying to 
avoid paying taxes, but sud-
denly it becomes critical the 
government begin “closing 
loopholes” and “hunting tax 
evaders”? Washington’s and 
the media double standard has 
emerged in the wake of the 
new Obama administration.  
 Rush Limbaugh recently 
came under fire for saying 
that he wanted President 
Barack Obama to fail. Chris 
Matthews has equated Rush’s 
statement to “calling for the 
brand-new president to die 
in his crib, basically, infanti-
cide of a new president.” The 
noise from the left says that 
by wanting Obama to fail, 
Rush is calling for the failure 
of the country. 
 Although I don’t agree 
with 100% of Rush’s antics or 
his opinions, I stand behind 
him on this issue. If Obama’s 
policies succeed or appear to 
succeed, then sound conser-
vative economic principles 
will be forgotten and seen 
as irrelevant. Capitalism has 
already gotten the blame for 
the financial 
crisis, and 
any indica-
tion that big 
governmen t 
policies actu-
ally provide 
efficient eco-
nomic out-
comes would 
be fatal to the country. 
 Obama is implementing 
big government, Keynesian 
fiscal policies which call for 
a great increase in govern-
ment spending as well as in-
creased taxes. Unfortunately, 
George W. Bush implemented 
similar domestic policies 
under the blanket of conser-
vatism. Liberals can harp on 
deregulation and the dangers 
of uncontrolled capitalism all 
day, but they did not cause 
the economic crisis. In fact, 
it was government policies 
aimed at ensuring increased 
homeownership that caused 
the artificial increase in hous-
ing prices that eventually 
busted and led to the current 
financial meltdown. 
 These policies could lead 
to short-run economic booms 
similar to the housing bubble 
and could appear to be solving 
the problem, but in the long 
run, the distortions caused by 
this increase in government 
spending will catch up with 
us. When the market attempts 
to flush the distortions, we 
could see an even worse eco-
nomic crisis than the current 
one. Obama’s policies are 
harmful to our economy, and 
if they appear to succeed, then 
they will be legitimized in 
future election cycles. So yes, 
I would like Obama’s policies 

to fail. 
 Of course, you won’t hear 
that line of reasoning much 
from the mainstream media 
as they are so engrossed by 
the do-no-wrong Obama ad-
ministration. The media and 
many liberals treated George 
W. Bush like dirt during 
his administration, but now 
that we have the “holy one,” 
we’re not allowed to criticize 
him without being accused of 
wanting the country to fail. In 
an August 2006 Fox Opinion 
Dynamics poll, 51% of demo-
crats did not want President 
Bush to succeed. Where was 
the outrage then? 

 
If 

George W. Bush treated 
the prime minister of Great 
Britain in the manner of 
President Obama, it would 
be all over the news. Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown gave 
Obama a penholder crafted 
from the wood of the HMS 
Resolute, the ship that provid-
ed the timber for the desk in 
the Oval office. Obama gave 
Brown a basket of American 
DVDs. To add insult to injury, 
the president was “too over-
whelmed” to hold a joint press 
conference or hold a formal 
dinner. He even gave Brown 
back the bust of Winston 
Churchill given to President 
Bush after 9/11. 
 Had this incident been com-
mitted by President Bush, this 
story would have been every-
where, but there is a double 
standard with the media when 
it comes to the Obama admin-
istration. President Obama 
absolutely insulted our rela-
tionship with our closest ally, 
and it is hardly being report-
ed. It seems that Washington 
and the media have lost all 
accountability, and hypoc-
risy has taken over. There are 
tax cheats calling for more 
taxes, criticism for dissent 
that was once seen as patri-
otic and a diplomatic goof 
getting little or no coverage. 
Yes we can…right? 

MATTHEW COLE
GUEST COLUMNIST

Obama at war

Little Houdini made our 
manhood disappear

“

“

A tiny man nicknamed ‘little Houdini’ escapes a cop car and starts running across 
campus... and 21,000 students respond by running inside and hiding? 
 Well folks, it’s been a long time since my last 
column. While my hooker and hard drug-filled 
hiatus has been fun, some of the events that recently 
transpired on our campus have forced me out of 
retirement. I simply can’t let this whole escaped pris-
oner fiasco go unlampooned .  So strap in tight, be-
cause this is going to be a tour de force. I’m going to 
be like Jerry Rice in the 1987 NFL season, baby. You 
can’t stop me; you can only hope to contain me.
 Before I even really get into my rant, I’ve got 
to start out by giving this Chris Gay guy some 
credit.  He broke out of his shackles and man-
aged to avoid an extensive manhunt. I’ve really 
got to hand it to him that’s simply impressive. 
He’s better at escaping than Dane Cook is at 
being an unfunny douchebag. Or than KSU is 
at thinking of illogical parking tags to waste time 
and money. Well done, good sir.
 Let me get this straight: a tiny man nicknamed 
“little Houdini” escapes a cop car and starts run-
ning across campus... and 21,000 students respond 
by running inside and hiding? While the guy does 
have a mustache (which admittedly gives him 
some credibility), there is no way that he should 
have the power to scare off 21,000 students.  If you 
ask me, this is a disgrace to America. Our ances-
tors fought off the British against overwhelming 
odds and manpower, and 21,000 of us carry on that 
legacy by running away from one little tiny man? 
Disgusting. Hulk Hogan, Mr. T, Wesley Snipes, 
Sylvester Stallone, and all the men who helped 
make this country great would be ashamed. 

 Honestly though, we decided to collectively put 
our faith in the KSU police to find this guy? Let me 
be the first to say that I’m genuinely grateful for their 
services, but let’s be honest here. What were we 
expecting them to do? Give him a parking ticket? 
It wasn’t like he was driving a car for them to pull 
over for something completely trivial (which I will 
admit, they are very skilled at). We would have been 
so much better off had the student body been doing 
the manhunt. Once again let’s be honest we all know 
Kennesaw has its share of rednecks. They clog up the 
Central Deck with their unnecessarily large off-road 
vehicles, spend their entire class comparing guns with 
each other, wear camouflage to school as if a war is 
going to break out and spend their free time camp-
ing in the middle of the woods and killing animals. 
What’s the point of having guns if they are going to 
run away from ONE LITTLE UNARMED MAN 
WITH A MUSTACHE? We should have com-
mandeered them to help find this guy and thrown in 
NASCAR tickets or something as an incentive.
 We could have gotten the whole campus on this 
thing. Had we sent out a mass text to all of the frat 
boys on campus telling them that Gay knew where 
to find lots of underage and vulnerable high school 
girls, we probably would have found the dude by 
dinner. We could have also guaranteed a spot in the 
nursing program for the first female to locate him 
(hell hath no fury like a woman trying to get into 
our nursing program). Better yet, we could have of-
fered a bounty of weed and Dave Matthews tickets 
and every single “bro” on campus would have been 

after the guy. There is no way that man would have 
stood a chance against our entire student body.
 While you can agree or disagree with my pro-
posed methodology, one thing should be certain: it 
was completely wrong for KSU to send a message 
of cowardice and fear. Martin Luther King Jr. once 
said, “The ultimate measure of a man is not where he 
stands in moments of comfort, but where he stands 
at times of challenge and controversy.” Every com-
munity faces their own little Houdini at some point in 
their existence. It’s what you do when that metaphor-
ical little man comes running across your campus 
that defines you. I don’t know about you guys, but 
carrying a legacy of running and hiding from little 
mustached men is not a cross that I want to bear.

GARRETT MOLL
COLUMNIST

Double standard? 

JUSTIN HAYES
COLUMNIST

Justin Hayes is a sopho-
more at Kennesaw State 
University. He is majoring in 
Political Science and hopes 
to minor in Economics. He 
is the Vice-President of the 
College Libertarians, but 
considers himself a small “l” 
libertarian. He is a co-host of 
The Wenk and Gerb Show on 
Owl Radio, Tuesday morn-
ings from 8:30 to 10:30. 

   Obama’s policies are 
harmful to our economy 

and if they appear to succeed, 
then they will be legitimized in 
future election cycles“
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 I know what all the conservatives are thinking: 
Sarah Palin is the next great thing in the GOP. She 
brought life to a dying campaign last fall. She em-
boiesall the republican ideals: pro-life, pro-guns, 
religious, all the bells and whistles. I think very 
highly of her as an individual and think she’s a great 
governor. But she needs to stay off of the national 
scene. Why?
 Sarah Palin was obviously very ill-prepared for 
national politics, as her response to all of the focus 
on her and her family shows. Through the cam-
paign, she consistently showed that she was quite 
a bit shocked by all the attention she immediately 
got, and she fumbled several of her interviews due 
to this shock.
 None of that, however, has made me come to the 
conclusion tht she should never run for president. 
Throughout the entire campaign, I loved Palin and 
truly believed she was the only thing that would 
give the McCain campaign any steam. No, the turn-
ing point for my faith in Sarah Palin on the national 
scale came after I watched a few clips from the docu-
mentary “Media Malpractice.” This documentary is 
a conservative attempt to shed light on exactly why 
Barack Obama was elected. The creators came to 
the conclusion that a large part of the reson Barack 
Obama was elected can be attributed to the media’s 
bias in favor of him. The documentary contains an 
interview with Palin, who talks about how unfairly 
she thought the media treated her, citing Saturday 
Night Live and Tina Fey as prime examples. Now, I 
do believe the media treated her unfairly. However, 
she claims it was because she was a woman. This is 
false on all accounts, and it contributes quite a lot to 
the main reason I do not want Sarah Palin to remain 
on the national political stage: She does not under-
stand how national politics work.

 You see, the media was unfair to her. Yes, they 
were. But it was not because she was a woman.
 It was because she is a republican. Richard 
Nixon, as the Vice Presidential candidate during 
the 1952 presidential campaign, complained about 
how his personal financial mistakes were heav-
ily covered by the media while Adlai Stevenson, 
the democratic presidential candidate, made very 
similar mistakes and got little to no media backlash 
for it. That was 57 years ago. The national media 
as a whole ALWAYS favors democrats. Always. 
Now, I do realize that journalism without opin-
ion is often lifeless and dead, and that there must 
be opinions in some cases. But I generally believe 
the media as it exists in America today takes it too 
far. Republicans have Fox News, but it’s especially 
clear after the 2008 presidential election that nearly 
every other network has a liberal mindset. People in 
the media tend to favor more peace-talking, envi-
ronment-saving, poor-people-helping rhetoric, and 
the democrats tend to provide that quite a bit more 
than the republicans. It’s a part of national politics. 
Republicans are not given the same grace or posi-
tive coverage as democrats are. If I do run for any 
national office, it will be something I have to deal 
with. My problem with Palin is that she complains 
about it. It’s a fact of national politics and it has 
been for over half a century. But she thinks they 
should be fair.
 Maybe they should. But they won’t. Not only is 
it a fact of politics, but it’s a general fact of jour-
nalism that at least some people are going to have 
opinions that they display in poor ways.
 This is the reason why I do not like her as a na-
tional candidate. She obviously does not understand 
that republicans and democrats play by very differ-
ent rules. And that understanding is crucial to any 
running for any national office.
 I love you, Sarah. But please, keep up the good 
work in Alaska.

 On a recent trip to Africa, Pope Benedict XVI 
said that condoms were not the solution to the 
AIDS crisis in Africa and that they could po-
tentially aggravate the problem. This flies in the 
face of all empirical science on the subject, not 
to mention basic reason and common sense. This 
is simply more proof that close-minded religion 
doesn’t have a place in the real world where 
more reasoned individuals reside on a day-to-
day basis. 
 At first I was surprised by this comment, but 
when I stopped to think about it for a second, I 
realized just how many times religion has spat in 
the face of the scientific method in favor of reli-
gious dogma and general idiocy. Some religious 
people profess that the earth is 6,000 years old 
and that dinosaurs and humans walked the earth 
at the same time. The Catholic Church believed 
the earth to be the center of the universe despite 
enormous evidence to the contrary. To make 
matters worse, they persecuted and excommuni-
cated people who believed otherwise. 
 The scientific method is responsible for 
every luxury we hold dear. It is responsible for 
the houses we live in, the cars we drive, and the 
plentiful food and water which we so carelessly 
consume. It is responsible for the magic of the 
television and the telephone, and it is respon-
sible for the medicine that has saved countless 
numbers of lives. With science’s track record, it 
would be reasonable to trust it. The problem is 
that many religious people are not reasonable. 
They choose to believe fairy tales instead of 
looking to the world that can be measured and 
observed.  
 The pope is the last person on Earth who 
should be considered an authority on sex, con-
sidering he is allegedly an 81-year-old virgin. 
Unless you count sodomizing altar boys, the 
entirety of the clergy can be disregarded on 
this issue as well. This is the beauty of science: 

Credible theories are retained while those with 
no credibility are disregarded. With religion, 
people are allowed to condemn sex and contra-
ception with no inkling of research to support 
their hypotheses. Then they have the audacity to 
actively spread misinformation about it to their 
equally-uninformed followers.
 HIV is spread by having unprotected sex with 
an infected person. A condom cannot possibly fa-
cilitate the spread of the disease. To ask humans 
to go against their nature and never have sex is 
futile. People will have sex, and if they aren’t 
using a condom, they may eventually contract a 
sexually transmitted disease. This is even truer 
in Africa where HIV is incredibly prevalent. 
 Science should be trusted on subjects which 
fall under the purview of the scientific method. 
Religion obviously has nothing to add to the 
debate but falsehoods and hearsay. Leave the 
realm of reality to people grounded in reality; 
the religious can have their fantasy world.

 In what turned out to be one of the most over-hyped 
face-off between TV personalities, Jon Stewart walked all 
over sweaty “Mad Money” Jim Cramer. While watching 
the interview, I realized something. It wasn’t funny. Even 
Stewart’s studio audience (who would laugh if Stewart 
sneezed) only laughed a couple of times. So I had to ask 
myself, is it a comedy show, or is Jon Stewart trying to 
have it both ways?
 In the full unedited interview with Jim Cramer, Cramer 
criticized Santelli’s rant and called those trying to avoid 
foreclosures “fighters” not “losers.” He also suggested 
using CDs instead of  stocks during the downturn. But alas, 
none of those quotes were included in the aired interview. 
 What exactly did Stewart prove by burning Cramer for 
21 minutes? He proved that Cramer is human, but we’re 
all human. He proved that Cramer and CNBC make mis-
takes, but we all make mistakes.  What he really proved is 
that he can use faux outrage to pump his ratings.
 Since his infamous appearance on CNN’s “Crossfire” in 
2004, Stewart has increasingly used his post to castigate the 
media for failing to do its job. He told Tucker Carlson and 
Paul Begala that their left vs. right debate show, “Crossfire,” 
was “hurting America.” Not sure how one can prove that, 
but it can sure boot Jon Stewart’s ego and his ratings. 
 During that same appearance on “Crossfire,” Carlson 
attempted to fire back at Stewart by asking “You had John 
Kerry on your show and you sniff his throne and you’re 
accusing us of partisan hackery?”  To which Stewart dif-
fused by noting “you’re on CNN. The show that leads into 
me is puppets making crank phone calls.”
 Stewart says he does a comedy show to shield himself 
from any criticism or responsibility to the public discourse. 
A guest he dislikes can go onto his show and expect hostil-
ity, and Stewart will do his best to embarrass him or her 
and make himself look larger than life. Should that guest 
get a good point in edgewise, all Stewart has to do is crack 
a joke and go back into comedy show mode. Throw in his 
ability to edit the interviews to their liking, and Stewart be-
comes invincible.
 For Stewart to accuse others of partisan hackery is, in 
his words to  Cramer, “disingenuous at best and criminal at 
worst.” Stewart played patty cake with Obama and the authors 
from the liberal side of the aisle; meanwhile he lambastes any 
conservative or libertarian who comes on the show. A Pew 
Research analysis of “The Daily Show” noted “the lineup 
of on-air guests was more evenly balanced by political party. 
But our subjective sense from viewing the segments is that 
republicans faced harsher criticism during the interviews with 
Stewart.” 
 When Bill Bennett and Mike Huckabee came onto 

his show to hawk their books, an American history book 
and a campaign memoir respectively, the whole interview 
became a debate on gay marriage. These cases and many 
more show that Stewart is becoming the cable news parti-
san hack he claims to hate so much. 
 Don’t get me wrong. I enjoy the show and believe 
Stewart is incredibly funny and his harpoons often land in 
the right places. I don’t care that he’s often upfront with his 
own liberal political views. What bothers me is his hypoc-
risy and use of absolute moral authority in his criticism. He 
loves to point out the partisan ideologues of Fox News and 
MSNBC, but the irony is that he is a partisan ideologue. 
 Stewart’s average audience is about 1.8 million and ac-
cording to Pew Research “16% of Americans said they 
regularly watched ‘The Daily Show’ or the Comedy Central 
spin-off, the ‘Colbert Report.’” His guests have included 
presidents, other heads of state, prominent journalists and au-
thors and important policy makers, but we are not supposed 
to think Stewart has any journalistic responsibility in these 
interviews. 
 The day after the Cramer interview, James Moore wrote 
in the Huffington Post that Stewart “has brought back con-
text to journalism by making people in our drive-by culture 
responsible for their words and even actions.” Perhaps 
that’s true, but who is holding Jon Stewart accountable?

Who’s holding Jon 
Stewart accountable?

“
“

What bothers me is Stewart’s 
hypocrisy and use of absolute 
moral authority in his crit icism

Sex, Lies and the Vatican

GAGE THOMPSON
COLUMNIST

Why Sarah Palin should 
never run for President

KEVIN SCHMIDT
SENIOR COLUMNIST

Kevin is junior studying Political Science and 
is also the General Manager of KSU Owl 
Radio. He blogs at www.shamelesshacks.
com.  along with fellow Sentinel columnists 
Justin Hayes and Tony Sarrecchia.
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n average, most 
people in the United 
States marry when 
they are around 26 
years old. This sta-
tistic shows that a 

lot of people decide 
to attend college and secure 
a job before embarking on a 
life with someone else. In ad-
dition, some people believe 
that they have reached a sort 
of maturity at 26 that would 
allow them to have a stable 
marriage. This is not always 
the case, as is obvious in 
American society where tra-
ditional age (17–22) college 
students have been getting 
married.
 In regard to American 
society, Robin Crawford, in-
structor of sociology at KSU, 
said, “Some segments of our 
society approve of couples 
getting married early, some 
don’t; some segments of our 
society want couples to wait 
until they have completed 
school, established careers, 
have the resources and money 
to start a life together, etc., 
while others may not think all 
of that is necessary. American 
society is just too fragmented 
in their views (regionally, ra-
cially, ethnically, religiously, 
politically, etc.) on this topic, 
and an attempt to draw any 
simple conclusions about our 
society disapproving or ap-
proving of young marriage 
would be misleading.”
 James Conley, who mar-
ried at age 18, said, “I think 
society has painted a picture 
of marriage as something you 
only do when you have to, and 
has negatively jaded the way 
the rest of our culture views 

young married couples.”
 Marrying young can be 
fulfilling and exciting, as it is 
for James and Rosita Colson, 
who were married at 18. The 
two knew they wanted to get 
married at age 16, and James 
proposed after he returned for 
Thanksgiving break from duty 
in the Marine Corps.
 “I was shocked when he 
got on one knee because I 
knew I was too young by 
society’s standard to get 
engaged,” Colson, a junior 
marketing major, said. “I was 
positive he was the one, and 
we were both mature enough 
to get married. I decided then 
that the world will not hold me 
back now or later in life. We 
were married three months 
later.”         
 Being married at a young 
age still provides the two with 
the same benefits as older 
married couples. They still 
receive the love and compas-
sion for each other that older 
couples exchange. They still 
spend time with each other, 
and they still enjoy life to-
gether.
 Rachel Spitzer, a junior 
psychology major, said, “The 
younger you are when you 
marry, the longer you get to 
spend together as a family.”
 James Colson, a freshman 
business major who is trans-
ferring to KSU in the fall, said 
one of the best parts of being 
married at a young age is 
“having someone who is there 
for you, and knows you more 
intimately than anyone.” 
 Being married at a young 
age can have negative conse-
quences. For some, a lack of 
maturity can be the source of 
many fights. For others, a lack 
of financial knowledge could 
be the downfall.
 Crawford said, “Being in-
experienced about life seems 
to be a disadvantage, which 

includes lacking knowledge 
about how to manage money 
(which seems to be at the top 
of the list of reasons why cou-
ples argue and perhaps even 
break up); not enough time 
to really get to know oneself 
(goals, strengths, weaknesses, 
how to interact with others 
that are not family members, 
how to manage conflict, etc.); 
unrealistic expectations about 
marriage and family life.”
 Another problem of mar-
rying young is the greater 
risk of divorce. According 
to Melvyn Fein, professor of 
sociology at KSU, “In our 
complex techno-commercial 
society, it takes time to grow 
up. Not until their mid-twen-
ties do most people know 
who they are or what they 
want in a mate. Nor do they 
know how to evaluate a po-
tential partner or negotiate 
differences. Good marriages 
are not accidents. They take 
work and two partners who 
are mature enough to engage 
in a fair give and take. If they 
do not learn what relation-
ships are about, they are apt 
to wind up hating each other 
and/or turning out youngsters 
who are deeply troubled.”
 Marriage also presents col-
lege students with the task of 
keeping up with schoolwork 
while balancing their home 
life. It also means making 
career sacrifices after college. 
When they graduate, most 
students have nothing hold-
ing them back from selecting 
the career they want. They 
can also travel anywhere to 
obtain a job. Colson admits  
she’ll have to “make numer-
ous career sacrifices over his 
[Marine pilot] contract.” She 
said, “I don’t know if I can 
deny him his lifetime dream 
for my career.” That’s the 
kind of commitment and sac-
rifice young couples face.

What does ‘I Do’ mean at 18?
HeATHeR CooK
Photos by Maria yanovsky

“I was shocked 
when he got on 

one knee because 
I knew I was too 

young by society’s 
standard to get 

engaged.”
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      Canadian pianist dr. Jeri-Mae G. 
Astolfi visited KSU to give a concert 
and a master class. Astolfi said that 
music is like her skin--part of who 
she is.  As a child she always ran to 
a piano.  She also said that her teach-
ing philosophy is that all who want to 
learn should have an opportunity to 
do so, regardless of their level or who 
they are.  Her job consists of ensuring 
that learning occurs.  She loves the 
academic environment and, except for 
the harsh winters, enjoys her current 
position as professor at the University 
of Minnesota at oshkosh, with good 
colleagues and good students.
   “Jeri-Mae Astolfi presented a very 
insightful and sensitive recital of 
piano music by living American com-
posers. Her performances of these 
works were very polished. She also 
presented a fine master class for the 
KSU piano majors following the re-
cital,” said david Watkins, artist-in-
residence and head of Piano Studies 

at the School of Music.
      Astolfi’s master class was at the Dr. 
Bobbie Bailey & Family Performance 
Center on March 6. KSU piano stu-
dents performed a variety of pieces 
from different composers for the class. 
Her stay at KSU was brief; she left that 
same afternoon, right after her master 
class.
   “Working with Jeri-Mae Astolfi was 
a superb professional experience. She 
was very keen on capturing all of the 
coloristic shadings of sonority in my 
work, and her sensitive interpreta-
tion, on both her recent Cd and in 
the live performances she has been 
giving on tour, conveys the essence of 
my music,” said dr. Laurence Sherr, 
composer-in-residence and associate 
professor of Music at the School of 
Music.
    Astolfi started piano lessons at age 
five, excited by watching her older 
siblings. She and her siblings sought 
out local competitions and entered 
on their own because their teacher 
showed no interest in contests.  With 
all the hubbub in the family, Astolfi 

alone stuck with the piano.  Her older 
brother focused on ice hockey and  her 
sister pursued other interests as well.  
Mr. and Mrs. Astolfi tried to create 
musical flurry by requiring their chil-
dren to take music lessons as long as 
they lived in the house.
    Astolfi has been on the Executive 
Board of the Wisconsin Musical 
Teacher’s Association since 2007 and 
also acts as liaison between college 
faculty and the organization in order to 
increase the awareness of each group 
for the other.  They hold yearly confer-
ences focused on preparing students, 
musically, for college, and increasing 
musical activity in general.  
   Astolfi also belonged to the national 
group, the Music Teacher’s National 
Association, as Chair for composi-
tion competitions.  Besides teaching 
organizations, Astolfi also engages 
her services on the Board of directors 
of Piano Arts, an organization that 
encompasses all of North America. 
This entity coordinates competitions, 
festivals, and fellowship—this last 
includes training for professional clas-

sical pianists.   Piano Arts focuses on 
educating the artist.  Winners receive 
prize money, training and the oppor-
tunity to do presentations in public 
schools.  
    Besides her activism in music or-
ganizations, Astolfi plays in public.  
Her repertoire centers on new music-
-piano compositions by living com-
posers.  For example, she especially 
favors material by Phillip Schroeder, 
from Arkansas, and has played his 
pieces on the radio and in recording 
studios since 2001.  Schroeder’s works 
attracted Astolfi because of their sonic 
orientation, sonic relations, pitch, 
timbre and color.
    In addition to recording and giving 
concerts, Astolfi also gives lecture-
recitals in Minnesota, Wisconsin and 
Texas on music by living Canadian 
and American composers, and also a 
Finnish composer named Rautavaara.  
Astolfi has also participated in a 
summer festival in Italy.
    This busy musician attributes her 
main professional push to two pro-
fessors: Helmut Brauss, in Alberta, 

Canada; and Lydia Artymiw, at the 
University of Minnesota.  of Brauss, 
Astolfi says she did not deserve him 
at the time, and that she just now 
begins to understand what he said.  
This German professor exhibited the 
seriousness and the artistry that she 
needed.  Up to that point, she had 
received instruction from teachers 
who did not perform in public. Very 
intense, Brauss explained everything 
in artistic terms and opened Astolfi’s 
eyes to music in ways she still cannot 
articulate.  
  Of Artymiw, Astolfi says she heard 
her practice while in Montreal 
and knew immediately she needed 
to pursue her as her next teacher.  
Artymiw taught at the University of 
Minnesota, so Astolfi attended there 
for her doctoral program.  This female 
professor exhibited the same exacting 
and intense qualities of a true artist.  
Both professors had a profound effect 
on Astolfi, and she maintains contact 
with them. 
   To find out more about Astolfi, visit 
jeri-mae.com.

HeATHeR CooK 
staff Writer

   “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your mind 
and with all your strength.” Mark 12:30. This verse appears on 
Alpha omega’s homepage. 
   Alpha omega, formerly known as Souled out, is a non-de-
nominational club at KSU that aims to spread the Word of God 
through KSU’s campus and the community.
   “Alpha omega was founded with one dream in mind,” said 
Teregi Coleman, campus minister of Alpha omega. “our dream 
is to be a spiritual influence on this campus that will, in turn, 
influence the world.”
   Coleman is passionate about his ministry and his desire is for peo-
ple’s lives to be changed through the grace and mercy of Christ.
   “The best part of ministering to Alpha omega is that the stu-
dents sincerely want to be followers of Jesus,” Coleman said. 
“Unfortunately in some religious groups on campus, some 
people are only there because their parents want them to be in 
a ‘Christian Club’ or they want to feel better about themselves, 
but for the most part, the members of Ao deeply desire to live 
out a radical faith.”
   “I am a member of Alpha omega because it is an open 
organization that doesn’t care about being like other cam-
pus ministries,” said Nancy destine, a junior majoring in 

Spanish. “They focus on one-on-one personal relation-
ships with each other and truthfully speaking and teach-
ing the Word of God. It’s an organization where I can get 
my questions answered without feeling like I’m being 
judged or looked down upon because I don’t know as much 
about God as others may.”
   The name “Alpha omega” comes from the Greek alpha-
bet. Alpha is the first letter and omega is the very last in the 
twenty-four letter set. It is often used as one of God’s names 
because followers believe their God has no beginning or end. 
   This semester, they have three different Bible Talks, which 
are like Bible studies. The first group is for women only, and 
it meets on Monday nights at 8 p.m. on the third floor of the 
University Village Suites in the orange Room. The second 
group is open to anyone, and it meets in Building e, Room 
8 of KSU Place on Tuesdays at 8 p.m. The third group meets 
on Thursdays at 8 p.m. on the third floor of the University 
Village Suites in the orange Room, and it is also open for 
anyone. 
   Besides the Bible Talks, the group also goes to movies and 
parties. They host game nights, devotionals and teaching ses-
sions with Biblical scholars. In addition, they pray and sing. 
 By studying together and sharing personal stories and down-
falls, the members of Alpha omega build a strong bond with 
each other. 

   “My favorite part about Alpha omega is the obvious love 
everyone has for each other,” destine said. “You can tell 
that everyone cares about each other and that they really try 
their best to be in each other’s lives. I actually feel as if these 
people will be in my life forever.”
   Alpha Omega is not exclusive. They welcome all people 
of all races and ages and people who yearn to learn about 
Christianity.
   “Alpha omega reaches out to campus students of all races 
and creeds who are looking to get to know the God of the 
Bible,”   said destine.
   It is also a good place to meet new friends not only from 
KSU, but also from SCAd, Georgia Tech, Morehouse, 
Spelman, Clark Atlanta, Georgia State and SPSU. At these 
schools, the name might still be Souled out, but it is the same 
organization.
   “People should join Alpha omega if they’ve got questions 
about God or the Bible or if they’re just interested in learn-
ing something different than what’s taught in their classes,” 
destine said. 
   “It’s a great opportunity to meet people from Atlanta if 
you’re new to the area.” Coleman said, “People should join 
Alpha omega if they want their life to be changed.”    
   For more information on Alpha omega, visit kennesaw.edu/
clubs/souledout. 

Canadian pianist instructs master class

KSU Club Alpha Omega Spreads the Gospel

quick study
At Verizon Wireless, I get to take the skills I already have and build upon
them through a variety of training programs that help me grow my career.

aka Jamie, Verizon Wireless

[ Already my accomplishments have been rewarded – I continue to learn and grow! ]

You’re working hard to get that college degree and it’s almost
time to reap its rewards. Your years of education are the perfect
foundation for a high-growth opportunity with Verizon Wireless
in our Retail Leadership Development Program (RLDP). If you
want to hone and develop your business skills, our dynamic
RLDP can launch you from where you are today into a leadership
role in record time. Consider your future with a company that
values the skills you bring and the work you put in.

If you’re ready to take charge of your future, log on to
vzwrldp.com to learn more about our dynamic Retail Leadership
Development Program. What are you waiting for? Let Verizon
Wireless help you launch the career of your dreams today.

We have opportunities available at several 
locations for our:

Retail Leadership Development 
Program (RLDP)

Careers For Everything You Are
www.vzwrldp.com
Verizon Wireless is an equal opportunity employer m/f/d/v.

We’re on facebook!
Search “Verizon Wireless Careers”.

Become a fan!

LeAH HALe
CoPy editor

   One of the first things advisors tell freshman en-
tering college is, “Get involved so you won’t want 
to drop out.” This statement means one thing for 
the eighteen-year-old who sits alone in her dorm 
room all day and needs to get involved so she’ll 
have something to do between classes. But for 
nontraditional students, getting involved means 
something else. 
   Because they often juggle families and full-time 
jobs in addition to classes, nontraditional students 
get involved so they can make their lives less 
hectic. A group that caters specifically to busy non-
traditional students is the Adult Learner Student 
organization (ALSo).
      According to R. Todd Powell, assistant director 
of the Adult Learner Programs and faculty advisor 
for the organization, “ALSo serves as an advocate 
for nontraditional 
students at KSU, 
and support causes 
of interest that affect 
adult learners. It 
helps older students 
form a network of 
peers and develop 
relationships that 
forge academic and 
social growth.”
      S o p h o m o r e 
criminal justice 
major and vice 
president of ALSo, 
Leslie Burch joined 
the organization 
soon after entering 
KSU. “Being a non-
traditional student, 
sometimes it’s hard 
to meet people who 
are going through 
the same things you’re going through—dealing 
with families and work. This way, you’re put in 
touch with people who understand these things 
and can help you cope with them,” she said. “A 
lot of people have a 9–5 job and kids at home, and 
you’re always having to juggle your life to fit your 
classes in.”
      Many students in the organization have chil-
dren, so ALSo hosts events that are family-ori-
ented. In August they held one of their Family Fun 
days: a cookout with a barbeque lunch and moon-
walk. In the past, they’ve gone miniature golfing 
and bowling, and recently, they’ve put together a 
cookbook and held raffles.
      “Lately, we’ve actually tried to move away 
from the social aspect in our activities and do a lot 
of charity things instead,” said Burch. For example, 
every year right before Thanksgiving, they hold a 
Feast of Sharing, where guests bring nonperishable 
food items in exchange for a Thanksgiving dinner 
cooked by ALSO’s officers. The nonperishable 

food items are donated to charity. They also have 
a prom dress drive each year that goes to girls who 
can’t afford prom attire. “We usually team up with 
the sororities on that,” said Burch. “The girls are 
good about bringing in their dresses.”
      In addition to helping people outside the uni-
versity, ALSo members look out for each other. 
They act as representatives for nontraditional stu-
dents around KSU. “We have meetings with those 
in charge and try to get things like later hours for 
financial aid or later hours for registration for the 
students who work 9–5 and can’t get to campus 
before then,” said Burch.
      Though it’s tough, being a nontraditional 
student isn’t always more difficult than being 
a student fresh out of high school. “Life ex-
perience has a lot to do with it,” said Burch. 
“I don’t want to necessarily say it’s a maturity 
level thing, but for instance, when I entered 
college at 18, I was not ready. I was just about 

to turn 29 when I 
came back, and I was 
ready for it at that 
point. I think that’s 
the same story for 
a lot of us—we’ve 
gotten everything 
out of our systems, 
and we’re ready to 
learn now.”
      ALSo is run out 
of the Adult Learner 
Programs. “Adult 
Learner Programs 
provides academic 
and social support for 
commuter and nontra-
ditional students who 
balance the responsi-
bilities of jobs, family 
life and the rigors 
of the college class-
room,” said Powell. 

The Programs are located in the Lifelong Learning 
Center, where students have access to a computer 
lab, a kitchenette with free coffee, student tutors 
and a fax machine.
      ALSo is always welcoming new members. 
every student who joins is automatically enrolled 
in ANTSHe, the national Adult Learner Student 
Association, which holds conferences each year, 
where students can find scholarship opportunities, 
resume builders and networking.
      Though the age requirement to join used to be 
25, students of any age can join now. “Just because 
you’re younger than 25 doesn’t necessarily mean 
you don’t have families, kids, jobs—things people 
might think of as nontraditional for college stu-
dents,” said Burch. The only requirement now is 
that you have to have a reason for joining.
      Interested students can visit kennesaw.edu/
clubs/also or pick up an application to join ALSo 
from the Lifelong Learning Center in room 261 of 
the Student Center. 

We’re students ALSO 

Photo courtesy of ALSo
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A zesty bowl of pasta, a distinctive Chianti, the spirited discussion of 
family around a table – our guests don’t have to cross the Atlantic to 
experience the magic of Italy. In fact, it’s right here at our brand new 
restaurant located in Canton. Not only do we demand the best and freshest 
products, cooked expertly, but we need talented people like you to help 
create an environment where food, family and fun come together to make 
something magical.

And here’s a taste of our exceptional benefits: flexible schedules, comprehensive 
training, meal discounts, paid vacation, medical/dental insurance, 401(k) 
plan, as well as management career advancement opportunities.

Please apply in person Monday - Saturday, 9am - 6pm at:

2040 Cumming Hwy.
Canton, GA 30114

www.olivegarden.com/employ

An Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/D/V.

dANIeL SINGLeToN
CoPy editor

   I watched “Friday the 13th” because I wanted to see 
blood and boobs, and that’s exactly what I got.  Don’t 
roll your eyes.  My brain would explode if I watched 
Tarkovsky every day.  Sometimes I need movies like 
“Friday the 13th” that drop the poetry, cut the ideas, 
and ignore plot and character (I wouldn’t pay atten-
tion anyway) so they can show Jason carving up teen-
agers with a machete. 
   It sounds less trashy than it feels, but hey, trash 
takes talent.  Remember the scene in the original 
“Nightmare on elm Street” where Johnny depp 
fell into the bed blender and painted the walls with 
twenty-six gallons of blood?  That’s talent: sick, 
twisted, we-should-probably-commit-these-people 
talent. 
   The new “Friday the 13th” isn’t nearly that creative 
(or bloody), but it’s still soaked in R-rated awesome-
ness.  The first fifteen minutes have more sex, drugs 
and brutal murders than the last ten movies I saw 
combined.  My memory is fuzzy (why should I waste 
valuable brain cells on this movie?) but I think that 
one teenager got his ear chopped off while smoking 
pot. 
   The next hour is more laid back.  (Translation: 

There’s more dead space between kills.)  But the 
movie kills that time with lots of pot, beer, sex, mas-
turbation and bad jokes about masturbation.  (“They 
don’t call me the wood master because I whack off a 
lot.”)  There are a few scenes that “develop” the char-
acters, too. But of course you know that “character 
development” for a “Friday the 13th” movie stops at 
label-making: jock, slut, dork, token black guy, quiet 
guy, asshole. 
  The killing starts after about thirty more minutes and 
the movie kicks back into high gear.  Don’t expect 
any scares unless the old cat-jumping-out-from-
the-side-of-the-frame trick still works on you.  (You 
know who you are.)  Expect killing.  And blood.  
Lots of blood.  I won’t tell you who dies first or how 
much they bleed—guessing which teenager takes 
which axe to the back is half the fun—but I will say 
that I started wishing that I owned a fake blood fac-
tory.  Supply one “Friday the 13th” movie and I’m set 
for life. 
   one complaint.  I love watching dumb teenagers 
take axes to the back, but I can’t, can’t, can’t watch 
them suffer.  one subplot made me want to barf.  I’m 
talking about the one where Jason captures one of 
the teenagers and locks her under his house.  Why 
is it here?  The director probably wanted to make us 
scream and squirm, but he just made me feel dirty.

MALLoRY BReWeR
staff Writer

   on the third Thursday of each month of the 
spring semester, the department of Foreign 
Languages’ German faculty hosts a film 
viewing. on March 19, dr. Sabine Smith, as-
sociate professor of German, supervised the 
viewing of “Was tun, wenn’s brennt?” (What 
to do in Case of Fire).
   The movie’s plot begins when a bomb 
planted years ago detonates in a residential 
building. But the action takes off when Berlin 
police confiscate film reels of Group 36’s 
anarchic adventures from members Tim and 
Hotte’s run-down flat. The threat of discov-
ery then pushes the two men to reassemble 
their old gang of freedom fighters.  
   In the old Group 36, only three members, 
Tim, Hotte and Nele, are truly dedicated to 
each other and their goal to avoid arrest. The 
remaining and more successful three, Terror, 
Maik and Flo, are more reluctant to offer 
themselves to the cause, likely because of 
their current and continuing careers and other 
obligations. Throughout the story, the old 
revolutionaries fight to destroy the filmed evi-
dence, with internal conflict presented as the 

main obstacle. In the end, their plans succeed 
with obliterated evidence and relieved guilt as 
they have completely evaded the law.
   As for the storyline, the movie was more 
about how these former anarchists continued 
their lives than to tell of their glory-filled 
days of fighting the “pigs,” as they nick-
named law enforcement and other authori-
ties. However, the story loses points for re-
alism because the fact that these characters 
continually escape capture is improbable, if 
not impossible. 
   But for what “Was tun, wenn’s brent?” 
lacked in plot, it compensated for in pleas-
ing cinematography. More specifically, it had 
beautiful moments, times when the action 
was just aesthetically appealing. overall, the 
film was lighthearted and humorous but with 
some sentimental moments, worthy of view-
ing just for attractive camera work, if not en-
tertainment.
   It’s not too late to catch a couple hours 
of German culture. The next of the German 
Film Series, “der Tunnel,” will be shown on 
Thursday, April 16, at 8:00 p.m. in room 242 
of the Pilcher Building. For more informa-
tion, visit foreignlanguages.hss.kennesaw.
edu/about/news-events/.

German Film Series: 
Movie has beautiful 
moments, lighthearted 
humor, unrealistic plot

Friday the 13th  
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School of Modern Languages

For a complete course listing, visit
http://www.modlangs.gatech.edu/news-events/

Summer 2009
ONLINE COURSE OFFERINGS

A p p l i e d  L a n g u a g e  a n d  I n t e r c u l t u r a l  S t u d i e s

Need to practice your foreign language skills?

Want to complete your humanities requirement?
Want a head start in learning a language?

Do you...

The School of Modern Languages is offering 
NEW ONLINE COURSES!

Chinese (1001,1002)   ▫   Japanese (1001,1002)   ▫   Russian (1001, 1002, 2001)

RegistrationBeginsMarch 25

KSU Launches 
Enhanced Registration 
Process in March 2009

How Will YOU Benefit?

• Registration time frames have been expanded 
to provide students additional time to register for 
classes, to make schedule adjustments, and to 
resolve registration related issues. 

• A new registration system will be deployed 
providing students with more functionality when 
registering for classes.  

For more information 
visit the Office of the Registrar web site:

www.kennesaw.edu/registrar   

Owl Express Instructional Videos
are available on the website.

™

dANIeL SINGLeToN
CoPy editor

   danny Boyle needs stron-
ger Ritalin—or less crack.  
“Slumdog Millionaire,” a 
cracked-out mix of realism and 
fantasy, starts by showing us a 
side of India the tourism de-
partment likes to ignore—the 
gritty, crime-ridden, rat-infest-
ed slums of Mumbai—then 
flips 180 degrees and becomes 
the kind of classic, rags-to-
riches, orphans-in-peril, long-
lost-love story that Charles 
dickens loved to write. 
   The movie borrows its basic 
story from Vikas Swarup’s 
book “Q and A,” but it’s less 
adaptation than homage. 
Boyle would rather capture the 
book’s frantic pace, colorful 
background details and buoy-
ant tone than film its commas. 
   Both the book and movie 
follow a young Mumbai 
orphan as he travels around 
India, scampering, struggling 
and scheming to survive. The 
details are different, but they 
both have the same mix of 
slums, mansions and orphan-
ages; movie stars and quiz 
shows; telemarketing of-
fices and tourist traps; Hindu, 
Muslim, Sikh, British and 

American culture that come to 
mind when you hear the word 
“India.”  The movie is less epi-
sodic than the book, but two-
hour movies you watch in one 
sitting need more focus than 
books you read in a week. 
   But how do you link twelve 
crazy episodes that jump half-
way across India without kill-
ing our disbelief?  Easy.  Add 
a love story that spans fifteen 
years and thousands of miles.  
I can imagine the meetings.   
   Danny, this excursion to the 
Taj Mahal feels too random.  
The hero was living in an or-
phanage less than two pages 
ago; now he’s halfway across 
the country posing as a tour 
guide? Just write some dia-
logue in scene two where he 
complains about missing the 
girl he met in scene one.  Not 
only will it hold the story to-
gether, it’ll make it ten times 
easier to love.  You cheer up 
when a poor slumdog wins 
two million rupees, but you rip 
off your shirt and spin it around 
your head when he wins two 
million rupees and finds his 
childhood girlfriend. Trust me. 
I know from experience.
   Good ol’ danny Boyle. 
Swarup knows how to tell a 
story—who could forget the 

boy who speaks gibberish?—
but pictures speak louder than 
words and Boyle paints bril-
liant pictures. He cranks up the 
music, cuts between shots as 
quickly as a crazy butcher and 
fills the screen with beautiful, 
beautiful color. In one great 
shot, shadows dance in front of 
the screen while the slumdog’s 
dead mother lies facedown 
in a pool of water. In another, 
we see the heroine refracted 
through dozens of little win-
dows. 
   The movie can be depress-
ing.  The torture scenes, riots, 
murders and orphanage se-
quences are downright brutal.  
But the heroes never lose hope 
and neither does the movie, 
which feels happy and alive—
happy to be alive—even when 
it’s buried in ugliness.  Some 
people have attacked Boyle 
and Swarup for making life in 
the slums look fun, but I think 
they’re saying something about 
positive thinking. We’ll meet 
crooked cops and evil game 
show hosts during our lives, 
we’ll live in shitty orphanages 
and we’ll lose our entire family 
to angry mobs, but if we run 
fast and smile hard, we might 
win twenty million rupees and 
the girl of our dreams.

Friday the 13th  
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John Morbitzer
Staff Writer

 the owls (7-6) grabbed two wins 
sweeping a double-header from no. 21 
Kent State (8-4) on Friday, March 13 at 
Stillwell Stadium. 
 the owls used two late rallies to 
score go-ahead and winning runs in 3-
2, and 7-6, wins. 
 “We played well in both games,” 
said head coach Mike Sansing. “i 
thought we pitched well, really well, in 
the first game and most of the second 
game. We made a couple mistakes, but 
i’m pretty pleased.”
 With one out, and down 0-2 in the 
count in the bottom of the eighth of 
the first game, the Owls’ Jace Whitmer 
forced a walk to become the lead runner. 
After a walk and a wild pitch advanced 
Whitmer to third base, bucky Smith hit 
an rbi double to drive Whitmer in just 
ahead of the tag.  
 “i was just pushing him along there 
just trying to get him home. he had a 
good jump on the ball and definitely 
thought he was under the tag so it 
was nice,” said Sansing about waving 
Whitmer home. 
 the owls’ Kyle heckathorn and 
brad Stillings of the Golden Flashes 
displayed their arsenal of pitches in a 
true pitchers’ duel. both pitchers domi-
nated their outings combining for more 
strikeouts than hits in their respective 
innings. 
 heckathorn pitched seven com-
plete innings, striking out nine while 
giving up five hits and one earned run. 
Stillings went five and a third, record-
ing six strikeouts while giving up five 
hits and two earned runs.
 Kent State took an early lead in the 
top of the third as their leadoff batter, 
Jimmy rider, singled and eventually 
scored. Whitmer homered in the bottom 

of the fourth to tie the score, but Kent 
State reclaimed the lead in the top of 
the sixth with an unearned run. 
 KSU answered in the bottom half of 
the sixth inning when Curtis Van Wyck 
crossed the plate to again tie the score. 
the score remained the same until the 
bottom of the eighth, when the owls 
took the lead.
 the second game did not feature the 
same defensive struggle, but the late-
game heroics were still on display. 
 the game remained a stalemate 
until the bottom of the ninth with the 
teams tied at six, when KSU took ad-

vantage of a leadoff single to center by 
Tyler Stubblefield. The next two batters 
walked, loading the bases with no outs. 
 KSU’s Andrew Martin fouled a pitch 
down the first base line and Stubblefield 
tagged up on third base waiting for the 
catch. The sacrifice fly was complete 
as a stretching Stubblefield beat the tag 
with a Pete rose-style slide to record 
the second victory for the owls on the 
day.
 “really what was going through 
my head was to not get thrown out at 
the plate. but coach said ‘tag’ and i 
know we tag on any foul ball hit,” said 

Stubblefield. “So, once I saw the foul 
ball and saw he was going to catch it, i 
said ‘Do whatever i have to do.’ i had 
to get in there and score.”
   the Golden Flashes took another 
early lead in the second game, scor-
ing two runs in the top of the second, 
but KSU’s Jon White responded with a 
three-run home run in the bottom of the 
second to give the owls the lead. Kent 
State scored four runs in the top of the 
fourth inning to reclaim the lead, 6-5, 
before Whitmer scored in the bottom of 
the fifth to tie the game again, setting 
up the late inning dramatics.  

SUSAn CloUGh
editor in Chief

 Co-captains J.D Pollock and Jeff Croft conclud-
ed their basketball careers on Feb. 28 with a loss at 
USC Upstate after struggling with their teammates 
through a disappointing and emotional season.  
 Croft, who walked on two years ago after play-
ing for Shorter College, and Pollock, who trans-
ferred at the same time from berry College, were 
the owls’ only two seniors this season.  As captains 
they shouldered the heavy load of carrying a young 
team through the transition into Division i play.
 but for both of these players, wearing a KSU 
jersey was the ultimate dream-come-true.  they 
talked animatedly about the excitement of playing 

for a school as large as KSU.
 “not many people get the chance to do what we 
did,” said Pollock.  “i dreamed of playing [Division 
i] basketball since i was a kid.  this is as good as it 
gets.”
 “i wanted to play against the best,” Croft added.  
“this was the place i could do that.”
 And when asked about their most memorable 
moments as KSU athletes, both players mentioned 
the team’s win over belmont last season and being 
named as co-captains in August.  
 Pollock’s favorite memory, however, took place 
last year in bowling Green, KY.
 “hands down, the best part [of playing for KSU] 
was the run out of the tunnel at Western Kentucky 
last season,” said Pollock.  “the place was packed.  
My heart was pounding.  it was what i had dreamed 
of since i was a kid.”
 however, Pollock’s senior season came to a pre-
mature end after a severe knee injury benched him 
seven games into the season.  the injury devastated 
Pollock.
 “i cried myself out,” said Pollock.  “i was hon-
estly just in disbelief.  other than death or paralysis, 
i can’t think of anything that could be worse.”
 head Coach tony ingle was pleased with 
Pollock’s play during the first games of the season, 
especially after Pollock recorded a career- high 24 
points against Colgate in november. 
 “losing Pollock tore our heart out,” said ingle 
after the team’s final home game of the season.  
“it took our heart.  it took our soul.  in basketball, 
one player can make a huge difference.  What J.D. 
brought to us was leadership.”
 ingle added later that he was proud of the way 
the team handled themselves through the second 

half of conference play, where the owls recorded 
only two wins.  
 the seniors agreed that they will both miss play-
ing for ingle and wished their teammates the best of 
luck for next season.
 Croft encouraged his teammates to keep their 
heads up, and wanted to “thank them for all the 
good times.  they have been like a second family, 
and i will miss them a lot,” he said.  
 “they have what it takes to win a lot of games 
next year if they have a short memory of this season 
and keep working hard,” Pollock said.  
 And almost as an afterthought, Pollock added, 
“but i have no regrets.  i’ve had a career that 
people dream about.  i am so thankful, and i have 
no regrets.”

Wet weekend wins against No. 21 Kent State

Owls Roll Tide
 the owls took only six 
seconds to score their first 
goal in a 17-3 rout of the 
Crimson tide from Alabama 
on March 7 at the KSU in-
tramural field. 
  the men’s lacrosse team 
remained undefeated, and 
improved their record to 8-
0.
 Five first-quarter goals 
gave the owls a comfort-
able 5-1 lead, and three 
more goals in the second 
quarter gave the owls an 
8-2 lead at halftime.  nine 
more goals in the second 
half sent the tide limping 
home to tuscaloosa. 
 the owls’ defense was 
once again stellar, allow-
ing only ten shots on goal.  
Goalie noah rosenblum 
stopped seven shots as the 
owls allowed five goals or 
less for the fifth straight 
game.
 tim Minick and Justin 
McKay both scored three 
goals, and four more owls 
scored twice apiece.

SCAD puts Owls to the 
test
 the owls fell behind 
early before coming back to 
defeat the SCAD bees, 13-
11, Sunday, March 22, at 
the KSU intramural fields.
 the bees built an early 
4-1 lead before the owls 
regrouped to take a 10-5 
lead.   

Another one goal loss
 the owls once again fell 
by a close margin when they 
took a 12-11 loss to Furman 
Saturday, March 21.
 Furman controlled the 
match in the first half and 
led 9-4 at halftime.  KSU 
settled down in the second 
half and outscored the 
Paladins 7-3.
 “We played much better 
when we settled the ball on 
offense,” head coach ray 
Jones said.
 the inaugural season for 
the women’s lacrosse team is 
over if the team is unable to 
make up games with Auburn 
and Milsaps.  however, the 
team is happy with the effort, 
and the chance to start a tra-
dition at KSU.
 “We had some really 
close games and the girls 
had some fun,” team cap-
tain Jennifer byers said. 
“it’s nice to get the team 
started.”

Close loss to ‘Bama
 the owls lost a close 
game against the tide of 
Alabama, 11-10, on March 7 
at the KSU intramural field.
 “We were missing a few 
players due to spring break, 
but we were extremely 
happy with the way we 
all played,” team captain 
Jennifer byers said.
 byers scored two goals 
and delivered two assists for 
the owls.  Ana trujillo led 
the team with three goals, 
and Milissa Joiner added 
two goals of her own.

Rain soaked Terminus
 the ultimate team played 
well at the weather short-
ened terminus tournament 
at the Polo Grounds in 
Cumming, Ga., Saturday, 
March 14.
 the owls played four 
games, which included a 
victory over rhode island 
for the first time ever.  
KSU held their position as 
a fourth seed in the tour-
nament, but rain cut the 
weekend short as all games 
scheduled for Sunday were 
rained out.
 “holding seed at such a 
big tournament is a good 
accomplishment for the 
team,” said team captain 
Kyle Ward.
 next on the docket for 
the owls is an appearance 
in the prestigious easterns 
invitational tournament in 
Wilmington, n.C., which 
will be held March 28-29.

Club Briefs
Justin Hobday 

Asst. Sports Editor

W Lacrosse

Ultimate

The KSU Owls (7-6) 
grabbed two wins sweep-
ing a double-header from 

No. 21 Kent State (8-4) on 
Friday, March 13 at Stillwell 

Stadium. 

Seniors say goodbye

    Losing Pollock... 
took our heart... 
took our soul...“

Christine Morales | The Sentinel

M Lacrosse

MAtt brADShAW
Staff Writer

 the KSU men’s and wom-
en’s tennis teams traveled to 
Jacksonville, Fla., this past 
Saturday, March 21, to take on 
Jacksonville University. the 
women pulled off an impressive 
upset on the road against the de-
fending Atlantic-Sun Champions, 
4-3, while the men fell by a score 
of 6-1 to the Dolphins. 
 the owls took an early lead 
after a doubles victory and they 
went on to win three of six singles 
matches, edging out JU, 4-3. 
KSU’s no. 1 singles player, Vera 
Shkundina, earned her tenth win 
of the season in straight sets, while 
her teammates Ayano tanaka and 

Mercedes Cobos pushed their re-
spective opponents to the limit, 
ultimately falling in three sets. 
 the four-match winning streak 
that Agatha Palider brought into 
the competition came to an end, 
which set up Morgan Carney to 
be the unlikely hero, ending an 
almost month-long losing streak 
with a straight-set victory to tie 
JU, 3-3. in the rubber match, 
KSU’s Mackenzie Swindall came 
through, winning a thrilling third 
set tiebreak, 8-6, giving the owls 
the upset win. 
 the KSU women improved 
their season record to 6-7 and are 
off to a strong start in conference 
play, racking up an early 2-1 con-
ference record and winning three 
of their last five competitions. They 

look to bring that momentum back 
home when they host USC Upstate 
tuesday, March 24, at 1:00 p.m..
 the KSU men were not as suc-
cessful against the Dolphins, failing 
to win their first conference game in 
their third attempt and deeming their 
two game road trip unsuccessful as 
they fell to 0-2.
 ryan boutell earned the team’s 
only win against JU, extending 
his winning streak to six. the win 
streak has proven to be the only 
highlight for the owls so far this 
season, as the team fell to 4-8.
 the owls will look to regroup 
when they play host to USC Upstate 
alongside their female counterparts 
who will look to bring that momen-
tum back home on tuesday, March 
24, at 1:00 p.m.

Women upset conference champs, Men’s struggles continue

Courtesy of KSU SID Courtesy of KSU SID

James Richmond | The Sentinel
Ryan Boutell earned the men’s only win against JU.

Tennis teams start off strong
PollockCroft



 Sports • Page 11SENTINEL
The

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Do you want to
have fun and earn
some extra money 

during the summer?

USA Pools has the right solution for you 
- a LIFEGUARD or POOL MANAGER 
position at your neighborhood pool!

• Excellent pay
• Full-time and part-time positions
• Flexible hours
• End of season BONUSES!
• Lifeguard classes available

For more information

CALL TODAY
770-248-1USA

or

APPLY ONLINE
www.usapools.com

LET THE EARTH REST
FOR AN HOUR 

On March 28, 2009 at 8:30 pm, millions of Americans will turn out their lights
to demand action on climate change.

Join us. Turn out. Take action. 

www.EarthHourUS.org

JUStin hobDAY
aSSt. SPortS editor

 the Georgia tech Yellow Jackets swept a three-
game season series against the owls by handing 
KSU a stinging 11-3 loss Wednesday, March 18 at 
russ Chandler Stadium.
 the no. 3 Yellow Jackets scored seven runs in 
the bottom of the first inning when they sent 12 bat-
ters to the plate, eight of which connected for a hit.
 “that’s kind of been our problem, giving up the 
big innings several times throughout the year,” said 
head coach Mike Sansing. 
 Jason Haniger knocked in the first run for the 
Jackets when he singled in the lead-off hitter.  tony 
Plagman followed with a three-run home run that 
stretched the Jackets’ lead to 4-0.  three more 
Jackets scored in the first inning, and in the second 
inning luke Murton scored for the second time of 
the game, giving Georgia tech an 8-0 lead after two 
innings. 
 the owls showed some life in the top of the sixth 
inning scoring three runs on three hits.  however, 
Georgia tech closed the door on any hopes of a 
comeback when they scored three runs of their own 
in the bottom of the sixth.
 Van Wyck and Martin baker both connected for 
three hits on the day to provide all but two of the 
owls hits for the game.
 owls starting pitcher Justin edwards was forced 
out of the game after an inning and a third of work.  
edwards faced 16 batters and surrendered nine hits 
while allowing eight earned runs.
 Edwards’ performance in the final game of the 

series overshadowed his gutsy performance in the 
first game a week before.  He worked six complete 
innings giving up only five runs on five hits.
 “All i was trying to do was keep [the game] 
close so we could have a chance to comeback,” said 
edwards.
 Plagman waited until the third inning of the 
first game to hit a three-run homer, but the game 
wouldn’t get away from the Owls in their first trip to 
Atlanta.  
 KSU came to bat in the top of the ninth inning, 
down 5-2, but scored two runs to close the gap to 
5-4.  With two outs and the bases loaded, tyler 
Stubblefield stepped up to bat with the tying and go-
ahead runs in scoring position.  however, he was 
unable to push a run in as he struck out to end the 
game.  
 the owls hosted the Jackets at Stillwell Stadium 
in the second game of the series on tuesday, March 
17 in front of 1,014 fans.
 Chad Jenkins struck out six Jackets and allowed 
only two runs over six innings of work.  however, 
the owls’ offense could only muster two hits for the 
game as KSU would fall, 11-0.
 “We’re just trying to get focused for this 
weekend,” said Van Wyck. “i think our attitude is 
upbeat.”
 After a series against Southern Utah, the owls 
will hit the road for six straight road games in-
cluding a three-game series with conference rival 
Stetson.  KSU will be back at home against the 
lipscomb bison on April 3-4 in a match-up of the 
Atlantic Sun Conference’s pre-season no. 1 and 
no. 2 selections.  

lUCAS biGhAM
Staff Writer

 the KSU baseball team shut out 
Southern Utah, 8–0, on Friday, March 20 at 
Stillwell Stadium.
 the owls were lead on the mound by 
Kyle heckathorn who threw 11 strikeouts 
and prevented the thunderbirds from bring-
ing home any runs.
 “heckathorn did a great job,” said head 
coach Mike Sansing. “if we pitch like that 
we can control the game.”
 Southern Utah did not have an answer 
for heckathorn’s strong pitching. even 
though they earned a total of five hits, the 
thunderbirds were unable to bring any of 
their runners home.
 “We played very well,” owls head 
coach Mike Sansing said. “We made the 
most of our hits.”
 After back-to-back losses to Georgia 
tech, the owls were looking to put together 
a strong showing at home against Southern 
Utah. both teams had never met prior to 
Friday.
 KSU was lead offensively by Jacob 
robbins who controlled the momentum for 
his team after his homerun in the bottom of 
the first inning. he would later get a triple 
in the bottom of the fifth thanks to an error 
by the right fielder, which increased his rbi 
total to three.
 owl’s catcher Jace Whitmer also helped 
the offensive production with two rbis of 

his own.
 the owls earned a split 

in the subsequent 
double-header on 
Saturday, and 
their record cur-

rently sits at 9-9 
on the season. 

Son of a 
bee sting

Chad Jenkins struck six 
and allowed only two 

runs in six innings.

Matt Phillips | The Sentinel

Owls shutout 
Thunderbirds 

in first game 
of series

Kyle 
Heckathorn 

pitched a 
winning 

game 
against Utah 

on Friday, 
March 20.

C
hristine M

orales | T
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No.3 Jackets sweep series w/Owls
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briAn C. bell
Staff Writer

n the halls of hampton University 
on March 14, the nCWA held its 
annual national Championship 
tournament. Grapplers from 84 
institutions from across the U.S. 
gathered to compete for great-
ness. the KSU Wrestling club 
was included as one of these 
competitors, and sent one of the 
true mat generals of the college 
ranks, junior ross Cravens, to 
compete against the cream of 

the country’s crop. the competition, however, 
proved no challenge to Cravens as he swept 
through the brackets and captured the 2009 
nCWA national Championship in the 174 
pound. weight class.
 “it’s pretty exciting… i don’t even know if it 
has still really hit me that i’m a national cham-
pion,” said Cravens.
 Cravens’ championship victory caps a year 
of numerous accomplishments including being 
named an nCWA All-American, 2009 SeC 
Most Outstanding Wrestler, and finishing the 
season with a 30-0 undefeated record.
 Cravens’ path to hoisting the trophy in 
hampton was marked by adversity than can 
be traced three years into the past. Faced with 
building a wrestling program at KSU from the 
bottom up, Cravens continued to push for ex-
pansion and improvement of the squad and its 
resources in route to 
not only winning the 
second wrestling na-
tional championship 
in KSU history, but 
also supporting the ef-
forts of KSU President 
Daniel Papp and his 
administration to give 
club sports a larger and 
more relevant role in 
the athletic community 
of KSU.
 “With the increased 
visibility of Cravens’ 
national Championship 
and with the [KSU’s] 
No. 15 finish, clearly that makes us a nationally 
visible [wrestling] program,” said Papp.
   Until recently, the KSU wrestling team had no 
permanent training home, moving from training 
ground to training ground, borrowing mats from 

surrounding high schools. even though this no-
madic style of training served as a disadvantage, 
the KSU wrestling club continued to rise in skill 
level and rank through its first couple of seasons, 
garnering a national championship in 2007 as 
well as its first two-time 
All-American in Darryl 
Cloer.
 the success during 
these first two years 
under Cravens’ leader-
ship led to a new com-
mitment on the part of 
KSU’s brass to solidify 
the steady improvement 
of the KSU Wrestling 
club. the 2008-09 
season saw a new train-
ing area on campus 
completed with the first 
KSU-owned wrestling 
mat, a financial triumph 
on its own. the increase of support from the 
KSU administration, inspired by Cravens’ 
club, also opened the door for the nCWA to 
hold the SeC Championship tournament on 
the KSU campus, the first wrestling tourna-
ment ever hosted by KSU.
   the tournament was where Cravens and four 
other KSU grapplers qualified for the national 
tournament, and, Cravens offered a glimpse into 
his own future.
   ““We’re going to work these next two weeks 
and hopefully bring back a few national cham-

pionships,” predicted Cravens, a premonition 
that came true with his 18-1 technical fall win 
in the NCWA National final.
   Cravens embodies what the KSU Club 
Sports program aims to do with its student 

athletes. his leadership as not only the team 
captain, but also the head coach, head fund-
raiser and team president for the wrestling 
club, has shown how KSU Club Sports’ ef-
forts to encourage the quality of student lead-

ership are being taken to 
heart and being put into 
use in the student athlete 
population.  
 “i think [Cravens’ 
victory] underlines the im-
portance of having student-
led sports clubs… they 
provide students with not 
only a chance to compete 
against peers from across 
the country, but also aid in 
the development of leader-
ship skills,” said Papp.
   Along with running 
the KSU Wrestling 
Club alongside KSU 

Alum ben erichs, Cravens also holds 
three separate jobs: a pool technician, 
after school tutor and high school wres-
tling referee. he balances these occupa-
tions with training himself and his squad 
in addition to working towards his health, 
Pe and Sports Science degree. Described 
as an excellent student athlete, Cravens 
hopes to continue in wrestling after his 
graduation by teaching Pe and coaching 
wrestling at the high school level.
   With his work ethic and passionate com-
mitment to excellence in every facet of the 
student athlete existence, it is no surprise that 
Cravens has become the face of KSU Club 
Sports and its expansion.
   “People recognize me now… i’m going to 
do my best not just in wrestling, but also in the 
classroom,” said Cravens.
 As St. onge stated, “[Cravens] is a wonder-
ful ambassador for KSU in the community.”
 After three years, Cravens finally has the 
championship that eluded him, and plans to add 
to his accolades in his senior season.
   “to achieve it with a year left to do more is 
pretty cool…I definitely would like to be a 
two-time champion, that way my hands aren’t 
uneven…” joked Cravens, adding, “but i really 
would like to see what some of our new guys 
can do with a full year of competition.”
   Success has not clouted Cravens’ ability 
as a coach and leader, abilities that will be 
held in regard among the KSU populous for 
years to come.

NatioNal 
champioN
KSU’s Cravens Captures NCWA 
National Wrestling Championship

“

Papp recognizes 
wrestler’s 
accomplishment, 
personally 
congratulates

           With his 
           extreme work 
           ethic and 
           passionate 
commitment to 
excellence in every 
facet of the student-
athlete existence, it 
is no surprise that 
Cravens has become 
the face of KSU 
Club Sports and its 
expansion.

”
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Newly crowned National champion 
Ross Cravens shares his NCWA All-
American award with KSU President 
Daniel Papp.  Cravens’ 30-0 undefeated 
record capped a successful season for 
the KSU wresting club and created the 
kind of buzz that Papp’s new initiative 
to promote KSU Club Sports programs 
could use to infuse leadership skills in 
the student body. “I think [Ross’s victory] 
underlines the importance of having 
student-led sports clubs…they provide 
students with not only a chance to 
compete against peers from across the 
country, but also aid in the development 
of leadership skills,” added Papp.

briAn C. bell
Staff Writer

 over the course of March 
12–14, the KSU Wrestling 
club team took four of its 
best wrestlers to hampton, 
VA, to compete at the nCWA 
national tournament. the 
KSU squad qualified five 
wrestlers: team captain/coach 
junior ross Cravens;  two-time 
All-American senior Darryl 
Cloer; sophomore Garrett 
Guy; junior Kyle isaacs; and 
freshman trevor Pinkerton, 
who was unable to attend. the 
grappling owls managed to 
finish No. 15 as a team, giving 
them the highest ranking 
among Georgia universities 
and a strong showing against 
squads of much larger 
numbers.
 the three-day tournament 
marked a third straight year 
that KSU had wrestlers 
entered in the nCWA national 
tournament, and also gave 
Cravens and Cloer another 
chance at claiming the national 
championships that they were 
denied last year.
 Kyle Isaacs fell in first 
round action after drawing 
a top opponent who would 
finish in fifth place in the 133 
pound class, while teammate 
Garrett Guy fell just short of 
qualifying for the fifth place 
match at the 184 pound class. 
While both had tough draws, 
the wrestlers showed the same 
tenacity that got propelled 
them from the regional level 
to the national level.
   the only two-time All-
American wrestler in KSU 
history, 235-pounder Derryl 
Cloer, made the trip to the 
national tournament for the 
third straight year, hoping 
to improve upon his second 
place finish in 2008. Cloer 
showed promise early, 
ripping through opponents 
from northeastern U. and 
San Jose State on his way to 
a quarterfinal matchup that if 
won would give him his third 
All-American honor. in a sad 
turn of events, the defending 
national runner-up had to bow 
out of his quarterfinal match 
after sustaining an undisclosed 
shoulder injury. Cloer fell just 
short of his third All-American 
honor in his final competition 
as an owl, but gave his all in 
the process.
   team captain ross Cravens 
came into the tournament with 
an unblemished record at the 
174 pound level and an intense 
desire to redeem himself from 
a disqualification in the 2008 
final. Just as he had done in 
the myriad of matches during 
the season, Cravens advanced 
through the brackets, collecting 
two pins and giving up a total 
of eight points to opponents on 
his way to a berth in the finals 
of his class. Cravens took his 
first national championship 
by a score of 18-1, and gave 
the KSU Wrestling club its 
second national championship 
in its three year existence in 
addition to a 30-0 undefeated 
record for Cravens. 
   the team’s overall 
performance garnered 35 points 
and the rank of no. 15 in the 
nation, a sign of consistency as 
they finished No. 14 in 2008. 
the performance of the KSU 
grapplers in hampton last 
week can only help a program 
that is continuing to expand 
in the Southeast, providing 
stiff competition to the larger 
squads of the nCWA and 
continuing to add new owls 
to fill the singlets left behind 
by experienced seniors such as 
Cloer.
   if you have interest in the 
KSU Wrestling club, please 
contact the KSU Club Sports 
office for more information. 

briAn C. bell
Staff Writer

 last week, the 2007 
AChA Division iii KSU 
ice hockey team had the 
honor of attending the 
AChA Division ii national 
Championship tournament 
in Grand rapids, Mich. the 
owls were newcomers to the 
tournament, making it to the 
national tournament in their 
second year of Division ii 
competition. KSU’s hard-
fought route to a national 
title came to an end in pool 
play when the owls were 
unsuccessful in winning 
any of their guaranteed 
three games, going 0-3 to 
be eliminated in the opening 
round.
 the tournament began 
on tuesday, March 17, and 
making it into the tournament 
was an accomplishment for 
the owls. KSU finished ninth 
in the region, meaning they 
had no automatic qualification 
for the national tournament 
and had to compete in a 
single elimination regional 
tournament to earn the spot. 
 During the course of the 
regional tournament, KSU 
received the chance to avenge 
earlier losses to UMbC and 
Miami of ohio. the wins 
earned the owls a spot in this 
year’s national tournament 
against the stiffest competition 
they would see all year.
 KSU drew Siena, DePaul, 
and Weber State in their 
pool, a grouping that KSU 
ice hockey Club President 
Jimmy barry said boded well 
for the owls chances,” said 
barry. “We knew we were 
capable of winning our pool 
since Siena posed the biggest 
threat.” 
 the owls opened 
the tournament against 
Weber State, losing a 2-1 
heartbreaker that would make 
winning the pool an uphill 
climb. 
   the next day, KSU faced 
off against Siena, a team 
that the owls previously 
defeated during the regular 
season. barry knew that 
Siena would provide the 
toughest challenge in their 
pool, “We were convinced 
the winner of our game would 
win the pool,” said barry.  
Siena came out blazing on 
the ice and used that hot 
start to put the scrappy owls 
out of contention with a 9-0 
victory. the owls ended the 
tournament with a consolation 
game loss to DePaul, 10-3. 
lead scorers for the owls in 
the tournament were Chris 
Koutnik, Jerry holden and 
rick lirette.
   Despite the disappointing 
performance in Grand rapids, 
barry is proud of what his 
club was able to accomplish 
this season with a young 
roster. 
   “Making it to nationals 
in our second season in the 
AChA Division ii was a great 
accomplishment. For some 
of the team it was their first 
time competing in a national 
tournament. We will use this 
season to build on for next 
year as most of our team will 
be returning,” said barry.
 the trip to Grand rapids 
this year gave the owls a taste 
of things to come. next year, 
they will surely be gunning 
for the same goal with a 
different outcome.
    KSU ice hockey would 
like to thank KSU club sports, 
their sponsors, all of the 
volunteers, and their fans for 
a successful season. if you are 
interested in joining the KSU 
ice hockey club, contact the 
KSU club sports office for 
more information.
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