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Education Is Living Experience

By Dr. Cameron Fincher
Director of the Institute
of Higher Education
University of Georgia

One of the more chal-
lenging ideas in education
is the recent revival of in-
terest in experimental
learning. The notion has
strong appeal for many
educators and a host of
advocates.

In its better features
experiential learning is a
reminder that the mere
acquisition of skills and
knowledge is not suffic-
ient for an education. The
development of opinions
and attitudes is also es-
sential, as well as a con-
cern for ethical and
esthetic principles. In the
past educators have writ-
ten of the need to instill
character, to form morals
and manners, and to help
direct student emotions
and personal feelings into
socially constructive
channels.

In its worst features
experiential learning is a
spray of jargon about
non-cognitive learning and
a romantic clamor for
radical reform. It is an in-
sistence that human ex-
perience be recognized as
the proper subject of edu-
cation and that colleges
grant academic credit for
experiences students gain
outside the classroom. As
some advocates express
it, all living is a learning
experience.

The arguments for ex-

periental learning can be
quite persuasive. The
political science student
who participates in an
election campaign gains
experience that is un-
available else where. He
sees at first hand the
action of the political pro-
cess, the conduct of polit-
ical candidates, and the
success or failure of
political tactics. He learns
a great deal about politi-
cal values, the cynicism of
campaigners, and the
fickleness of voters.

Much the same can be
said for the student who
participates in campaigns
for environmental and
consumer protection.
There the student sees
how public issues must be
shaped for public consi-
deration. He learns the
futility of direct appeal to
the public's intelligence
and its sense of fair play.”
He learns something of
the formation of power
blocks and the strength of
vested interests. But most
of all, he should learn
something of the form and
substance of public dia-
logue. He learns that
what one interest group
says is not what another
interest group hears.

At this point the argu-
ment can overwhelm. It
pleads for educational re-
form that would get the
students out of stuffy
classrooms and into the
public arenas where the
real problems of life are.
It charges classroom in-

struction with irrelevance,

the meaningless recitation
of facts and figures, and
the perpetuation of false
values that are contrary
to real life.

If the colleges and uni-
versities would recognize
their proper function,
genuine reform of higher
education would take
place. Since learning is
not confined to the
classroom, the colleges
should validate or certify
student learning irrespec-
tive of where that
learning takes place. In
brief, the student should
seek his learning in the
living laboratories of the
world and return to the
classroom for examination
and academic credit.

The enthusiasm of such
advocates carries them
too far. Since all learning
is good and since all living
is learning they believe
colleges should grant
academic credit for such
experiences as the stu-

dent finds relevant to his
plans and expectations in
life. Not only should
formal training be recog-
nized but work exper-
ience, community service,
travel, personal encoun-
ter, and social develop-
ment.

There is a fallacy in all
this that escapes many
advocates. They have for-
gotten that real life
situations may be too
complex and too subtle for
the student. By its very
nature, instruction must
be abstract and relatively
detached from the con-
flicting demands of real
life.

Participation in an elec-
tion campaign carries no
guarantee that the stu-
dent will identify relevant
cues, establish logical re-
lationships, or draw war-
ranted conclusions. The
haste and confusion*of the
campaign may give more
misinformation than
knowledge, confuse ex-

pediency with intaﬂgvnt
action, and destroy. com-
‘pletely the student's. no-
tions of political process.
Granting the need to

make classroom le
more relevant, it does not

follow that experientﬂx
learning is the solution,

Recognizing that college
instruction can be too ab-
stract, too detached, and
too theoretical, it does not
follow that students
should be thrown to their
own resources. ]

The instructional uses
of internships, indepen-
dent study, and supervis-
ed work experience have
been exhausted. There is
indeed a need for better
experiential learning that
will help the student form
his own values, opinions
and attitudes.

But college students do
not cease “living” when
they enter a classroom,
All of them continue to
live there, and most of
them continue to learn.

A

Gemini Also Rises

by Sue Doenam

Advice columns abound
with information on caring
for your pet, household
hints, home decorating,
gardening, and what to
watch on teevee, among
others. One would think

- all subjects are covered,

and yet how many people
have I seen throw aside
the daily tabloid with the
heart-rending wail: “Well
and good for removing my
stains and all, but I can't
do a thing with my
Taurus!” (or Sagittarius

or Cancer, etc.) This
column is to fill that
vacuum. It will deal with
the care and feeding of
each astrological sign with
the sincere hope that the
reader will benefit from

the information herein

and will thus reach a
greater understanding
and appreciation for each
of the 12 archtypes.
Whether it be lover,
friend, parent, child, teae

her, or student the reader
finds difficult to under-

stand, this column is
aimed at demystification
of the astrology signs.
And finally, it is dedicated
to those voices that ery in
the wilderness: “I don't
understand you at all!”

Continued on Page 3
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Thought, Inspiration & Thanks

in

There is a persistent myth among many students that
order to publish a newspaper of any seemingly

prosaic value the creative reporter waits for a Muse to
perch on his (or her, as the case may be) shoulders and
whispers impelling phrases in his(her) ear. Then, in a
flurry of inspiration, another masterpiece of written

- communication is whipped out. Of course, few articles

are inspired. Most are achieved due to sweat and tears.

The summer issue of THE SENTINEL proved to be

perennial challenge, not only for me, but for all those
who thought out their respective articles rather than

(?

: attemptmg to woo inspiration. Particular gratitude must

- given to' Dr.. Hill,;. our adrhinistrative -advisor; who

-had the loveable task of manning the dark-room, as well
u wading through innumerable comma splices, incom-

2te sentences and other laudable Enghsh devices; to

; 'Danny Hill, co-editor, who was responsible in laying out
“this paper (without positive criticism from anybody); to

rt Towery, who attempted to capture the activity
; on this campus through his camera lenses; to Kathy
essma. who ran around like a half-fried chicken, for

acquiring some of the ads for this issue; and to Sheila
Duncan, our Business Machine Engineer, who tran-
seribed unreadable material for all the reporters who
deserve equal credit and thanks for a great job.

But the success or failure of this paper lies in your

hands as readers. Only by recelvmg your comments can
THE SENTINEL be effective in shrinking the commun-
ication gap with the powers-that-be (the administration),
SGA, and other campus organizations. Your ideas on
new features that would enhance this paper, or
fproblems that exist on this campus that may be rectified

ca
co

n also be accomplished by your participation with and
ntributions to this paper—KJC's official organ of

Raju Kotak

communication!!!

itical Nightmare

' take the meat from the table

e

% Teaeh Contentment

Those for whom the taxes aredestmefl o
Demand Sacrifice
Those who eat their fill speak to the hungry
of :va'ender'fui' times to come
Those who lead the eotmtry into abyss

~ Call the ruling too difficult
For Ordinary Folk
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VOX POPULI

To the Editor:

Man has been so
successful in reproducing
himself that not only is he
plentiful on all parts® of
the earth, but he faces a
shortage of sustenance on
some. With his overpop-
ulation, entire species
have disappeared and
others are rapidly losing
out in the fight for space
in which to propagate
their own, because man is
a “sacred” creature whose
very hint of life must be
protected. We operate on
a principle of whatever is
left over after man has his
“necessities’” will chari-
tably be left to “God’s
creatures.”

So many people, horri-
fied at the thought of al-
lowing abortion, have no
qualms whatsoever about
spending a “stimulating”
weekend slaughtering
animals just for the sheer
ENJOYMENT of it.

Granted, contraception
is preferable to abortion,
but when man is so plen-
tiful that other animals
are squeezed out of exis-
tence, why is a potential
human life so much more
“sacred” than the active
functioning life of a polar
bear—or a timber wolf?

I am inclined to wonder
if the noise we make
about our special status
doesn’t arise more out of
fear of a threat to each of
us as individuals than
from our pious human-
itarianism. While that
wolf bears no direct rela-
tionship to our existence,
that embryo is going to be
one of us; and if he can be
snuffed out, how do we
know we won't be ration-
alized away next?

While I don’t believe
this naturally follows,
someone is sure to say,
“They reasoned away the
Jews in Germany or the

Sgt. Pepper

heaven things thru your mind

can’'t see them, hear them now

or touch them

'tho they touch you

lift you away

in visions of reality forevermore.

as i sit alone

alone is my name

as i am joined

love is framed

and one by one flowers pierced

by sunlight vaguely remembered

from the distant past.

truth is in the Vision

not the object seen

prophecy within the seer

not the in-between and

I am lazy nothing

gooks in Vietnam.” And
since I don't know how to
reconcile abortion and the
fear of extermination, I'm
left dangling in an unfin-
ished argument.

Some may assume I
have no compassion what-
soever for my fellow man.
This is not so. I only think
it is high time we
de-emphasize our own
importance in the animal
kingdom, and tried to
acquire a more balanced
attitude to life in general.

As an ex-member of the
so-called “silent majority,”
I would like to point out
that birth produced not
only Mozarts and Picassos
but also Al Capones and
Adolph Hitlers.

Recapitulatingly yours,

H.0.G. Washe

floating through your mind

the eyes you use to grasp me

~ catch remnants left behind

and nothing more . . .

i am lazy nothing

leaving nothing left undone

..............................
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Fresh person Lets It All Hang Out At KJCH

As soon as I got out of
the car it hit me. This
whole thing had to be a
mistake. Yesterday I was
a high school senior and
today I'm a college
freshperson. Sounds im-
pressive doesn't it? That
was a big mistake I took
in such a short time.

Every day brings about
changes, but I didn't
expect this much of a
change. From the moment
I walked into my first
class, I realized that I was
on my own. None of my
old friends were here to
back me up this time.

Do you remember your
high school days? If you
do, you'll also remember
the pains that were taken
in forging notes to admit

you to class after you had
laid out. Well, those are a
thing of the past. Now all
you have to do is walk
back in the next day,
ready for class again.

My next new exper-
ience was with the
teachers themselves. They

treat us more like an
adult, who can handle
responsibility, than a

child. I would much rather
have someone talk direct-
ly to me, than down to
me. This way I don't feel
so inferior around them.
Could you imagine go-
ing to a high school class
only 4 days a week? It
does happen—at least it
does at KJC. Get to class
5 minutes early, leave 5
minutes late, and then on

Vibration

By Randy Krise

In a little noticed race
in Cobb County's political
scene, there is a candidate
that will, if elected, focus
the national spotlight on
Georgia. Our opportunity
to gain national attention
will come by electing
Georgia's first woman
judge in the upcoming
state court race.

As there are no Repub-
licans running, the Demo-
cratic primary will decide
the race. The two Demo-
cratic candidates will be
incumbent Judge Dorothy
Robinson and Cobb Coun-
ty lawyer L. S. Cobb.

Although Judge Robin-
son is the incumbent, she
has never been elected to
an office before. She was
appointed to her present

1972 by

Governor Carter and filled
the wunexpired term of
Judge Jim Bullard. Mrs.
Robinson was the first
woman to sit on a court of
record in this state and
she could be the first
woman elected to the
bench in Georgia.

As stated before, the
other candidate in the
race is Mr. L. S. Cobb. It
will be interesting to note
how Cobb Countians will
react to Mr. Cobb's
slogan, "L. S. Cobb is the
Man for the Job." As his
only opponent is a woman,
this slogan could be consi-
dered chauvinistic and
alienate many women
voters. Tomorrow's race
may reveal much about
Cobb County voters.

position in

MR. AUTOMOTIVE

Lowest Prices Anywhere on Auto- Parts

Kennesaw

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

106 NORTH 4 LANE
Marietta. ..

SOUTH MAIN STREET

MR. AUTOMOTIVE

Open 9 AM til 9 PM
Monday thru Saturday

SAVE ON:ALL YOUR AUTO PARTS

422-7792

427-7308

By Sheila Duncan

Friday there is no class.
Ten minutes extra a day
doesn't bother me too
much when I think ahead
to Friday.

I couldn't believe it,
either, when I saw how
the students here dress.
Jeans, cut-offs, and halt-
ers are the norm. No one
thinks twice about walk-
ing into class barefoot. I

Gemini

The sun is now in Leo
(it has been since about
midnight of July 23 and it
will be until about dawn
of August 24), which is as
good a place to start as
any. The sun rules Leo,
and Leo rules you. (You
already knew that, did
you?) Actually your Leo
doesn't really rule you, he
or she just needs to
believe that's the way it
is. Which is maybe the
kernel of your Leo prob-
lem. If you are a decided-
ly strong personality, you
resist any imposed mon-
archy and therefore find
yourself clashing with
that Leo, sometimes vio-
lently. On the other hand,
a retiring sort of person
will often think Leo is a
big Mack truck out to run
everybody down. After

Also Ris

can just see a high school
principal if this group was
turned loose in his school.
The detention list would
be a mile long, just from
the bare midriffs! The
halters and cut-offs would
surely be on a 3-day sus-
pension list!

I guess the credit for
the relaxed atmosphere
belongs to the students.

e s

all, every planet in the
solar system revolves
around the sun, and Leo
is only expecting the laws
of physics to be consistent
—all activity should there-
fore revolve around the
Lion. Should the world
fail to revolve around Leo
—well, try to imagine the
sun imploding, becoming a
neutron star and collaps-
ing in on itself, and you've
got a good illustration of
an ignored, frustrated,
disappointed Leo.

Leo has other ways be-
sides implosion of advising
you that all is not right.
Just as an overcast day
can completely obscure
the sun, so a Leo can
cloud over in sullenness.
Just as a few clouds can
roll across the sky to mo-
mentarily blot out the

No one forced us to go

to college. College is
on a strictly voluntary
basis. Whatever  your

reasons for being here-
meeting  new people,
passing and. preparing
for a successful career-
you've picked a great
school that offers many
promises for your to-
MOITow.

(continued from page one)

sun, so a Leo can with-
draw to pout. Just as
winter sun's light is
dimmed and lacking
warmth, so a Leo can be
distant and removed?
Suns do go nova some-
times, explode and wipe
out everything in their
section of the cosmos. I
can't say with great auth-
ority that a Leo would
since I've never seen a
Leo go nova. However, I
occasionally read the
papers and know that
crimes of passion occur
every day. 'Nuff said.

On the other hand a
happy Leo is like a
perfect summer day when
the sun rises early, shines
down on the earth as if
blessing all. creatures
great and small, then
Continued on Page 4

Pizza By Perroni

3338 Cherokee Street
Kennesaw, Georgia

428-3340

Open 11:30 AM - 12 Midnight Daily

We Serve Lunch, Dinner
We accept Master Charge,
BankAmericard & C&S

We Cater

We Care!

KJC STUDENT SPECIAL:

Mini Pizza & Choice of Beverage
[Including Beer] For $1.00

Italian Cuisine

17 Types of Pizzas



