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On-Line Registration Is A Success

by Larry Cavender

The new On-line registration
process has been termed a
tremendous success by the
Kennesaw College
Administration. All indications
are that the new computer
registration process is the
registration of the future for
Kennesaw. Almost all
Administration officials are in
total agreement that the new
procedure went much more
smoothly than was ever
anticipated the two times in
which the new process was used
during Fall and Winter
registration.

Just what exactly is On-line
registration? To put it in
layman’s terms, On-line
registration is  basically
registering with the aid of
computers. Instead of using the
cumbersome card method that
was traditionally used at
Kennesaw for many years, now
a student simply confers with an
advisor, chooses a course
schedule, and then feeds the
schedule into a computer. In
turn, the computer almost
instantaneously checks the
availability of the courses,
approves the course schedule if
there are no problems, records
the schedule and fees, and
dispenses a computer print-out
approving the schedule; all in
just a matter of seconds while
we wait.

The advantages of the new
system are numerous. According
to Thomas Rogers, Kennesaw
College Registrar and Director
of Admissions, the system is
almost instantaneous and is
much more responsive to
demands. The On-line system
automatically computes and
records the fees, and makes a
complete record available for
the Controller just minutes after
the close of registration. In the
past, with the old card system,
the Controller had to wait a
number of weeks for the final
figures. Furthermore, the new
system entirely eliminates the
cards, which, under the old
system, had to be reprocessed if
a course had closed. Naturally,
the new system is not as

cumbersome and bulky as was
the old card system. Of special
interest to the students, the new
system is more fair to the senior
members of the student body
allowing them a better chance of
admission into specific, required
courses. Also, as most students
probably observed, the lines
were not as numerous or
lengthy.

Of course the new system is
not infallible. The problem most
often mentioned by the students
is that once they are advised in
the Student Center, they have
to travel such a great distance
to the media center, and many
times courses are closed by the
time they arrive at the
computer processing center. If
the courses are closed, then the
process is repeated, and the
students must return to the
Student Center to start all over
again. Of course, the simplest
solution to this problem would
be the elimination of the
distance between the Student
Center and the Media Center.
Mr. Rogers agreed that the On-
line registration process should
be more “centralized.” He said
that the Administration is
currently attempting to solve
this problem by moving the
computers closer to the Student
Center during registration.
However, this is not as simple
as it might first appear. Before
this moving of the computers
can take place a cable system
must be installed extending
from the Media Center to the
Student Center, and of course,
this cable system
expensive. Nevertheless, Mr.
Rogers said that it is hoped that
the cables might be installed by
the beginning of Spring quarter,
and if not then, at least by next
Fall quarter. This would enable
the students to confer with an
advisor in the Student Center
activity room and then step
immediately out onto the
Student Center mezzanine
where the schedule would be
computer processed. The only
other alternative being
considered is the moving of
registration to the gymnasium,
and the eventual construction of

is quite .

cables frem the Media Center to
the gym. However, the Student
Center is apparently the best
choice because the gym is
located an even greater distance
from the Media Center, and the
required longer cable would
increase the likelihood of
computer breakdowns. Some
people have suggested moving
the advisement portion of the
registration process closer to
the Media Center, however, this
alternative is not even being
considered because of the lack of
space needed for the advisement
near the Media Center.

Another problem with On-line
registration is the purely human
error factor. During Fall and
Winter quarter registration
often an advisor would
incorrectly write down a
computer number on the
advisement form, so when the
schedule was fed into the
computer the print-out would
reflect the wrong number and a
course that was not originally
intended was scheduled. Many
students did not realize the
mistake until it was too late, and
because of this they were forced
to go through Drop-Add. Mr.
Rogers pointed out that a
student could prevent this from
occuring by double checking the
number when it is first written
down. In addition, steps are
being taken to change the
manner in which these forms are
filled out, requiring some
additional information to be
written on the forms as a
reference. Hopefully, this will
greatly reduce the occurence of
this type of error.

During Winter quarter
registration a conversation was
overheard in which one student
told another, “Since this process
is new I guess all of the bugs
haven't been worked out yet.” A
faculty member who was
working in the registration
process overheard this comment
and sarcastically replied, “No,
this is not a new system. We
have actually used this system
two consecutive quarters.” This
comment probably reflects the
general opinion of the faculty
and student body that it is
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Students are advised in the Student Center after which they must
make the long trek to the Media Center for actual computer
registration. Photo by Wade Everett.

hoped a system, any system, will
soon be decided upon so that we
will not have to face a different
system each quarter. On-line
registration appears to be the
final solution. In the words of
Mr. Rogers, “We like it. It's
more accurate, more efficient,
and more responsive to
conditions.” Of course the
Registrar noted that the new.
process will have to be
“improved and polished,”
however, for the most part On-
line registration appears to be

the answer. On-line registration
is here to stay.

On another related subject
concerning registration, Joe
DeChristoforo of Admissions
asked The Sentinel to thank the
students, in his behalf, who
volunteered their services
during Winter registration. If
there are any students that
might be interested in helping
during Spring quarter
registration they should contact
Mr. DeChristoforo at his office
in the Administration Annex.

Beggs Receives Award

DR. GEORGE H. BEGGS
was recently presented, along
with four other recipients, with
the Cobb Chamber of Commerce
Public Service Award.

Dr. Beggs has been active in
community affairs and public
service since his arrival in Cobb
County in 1966 as Chairman of
the Division of Social Sciences
at Kennesaw College.

He served on the Cobb
Reorganization Study Commit-
tee in the 1960’s and continues
an active interest in state and
local matters. For several years

he directed a voluntary
probation officer training
program which trained more
than 300 volunteer probation of-
icers.

An Eagle Scout, Dr. Beggs
serves on the executive commit-
tee of Troop 144 which has
trained eight Eagle Scouts.

He is chairman of the Mini-
Symposium Committee which
brought the noted archeologist
Richard Leakey to the county
last year and is active in his
church and as a public speaker.
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Sentinel Considers Candidates

Weigh Choices Carefully

Some of you students may not
be aware of how important the
upcoming Student Government
elections are. On Wednesday,
January 26th and Thursday,
January 27th you may cast one
of the most important ballots in
your college career.

Gennie Carson
Editor k
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The Student Government
Association (SGA) of Kennesaw
College can -be the most
important and most heard voice
of the entire student body.
Wade Everett, this year's
President, has worked very hard
to make the SGA a viable
organization of the students. He
has not done it alone; he has had
the help and support of many,
but the important fact is that
the SGA has been heard and has
gotten results on many issues.

Editor's Note: The Sentinel

requésted' the SGA Presidential

candidates to submit an
editorial concerning their
qualifications for office and their
campaign issues. Each of these
editorials is printed as submit-
ted.

Qualification

Is Interest

by George Martin

What qualifications do you
have to become President of the
SGA?

When asked by the Sentinel
Staff to write an editorial about
my qualifications for SGA
Presidént ‘my first reaction was
panic!' -'What. could I possibly
write about my qualifications for
President? While driving home
that afternoon I compared my
qualifications against many of

If you want your SGA to
continue to be a living,
breathing voice for you, you
must weigh the choices for
President carefully. As of press
time, there are two candidates
in the presidential race, Carolyn
Oswalt and George Martin.

In a recent interview with
THE SENTINEL  Martin
revealed that he does not see
any major issues on campus at
this time. He says, “I want
improvement in areas already
existing. I am not being critical
of any of the school's
administration or policies, but I
see room for improvement in
the areas of drop-add,
advisement, and orientation.”
Martin further stated, “I am not
making a big issue out of
anything.”

The main thrust of Martin's
campaign platform is, in his
words, “I am a people oriented
person, and I know a

tremendous amount of people on

campus, and I believe I can get
them involved.”

Sentinel

PERSPECTIVE

Martin sees as a major
responsibility a diplomatic
relationship and responsibility
to the faculty and
administration of the college,
but he will always be for the
student. He says he will draw on
life experience to deal with the
problems which face the SGA.

Carolyn Oswalt, on the other
hand, sees a lot of combinec
problems and issues facing KC
students. She says, “There is
one vital factor which is the
most pressing:
COMMUNICATION between
the SGA, all clubs and
organizations, the students, and
the faculty.”

Oswalt has two goals with
which she
effective communication and
effective programming. She
says, 'One cannot run an
effective government as a one-
person show; you must work as
a group in order to get things
done.”

Carolyn further states, “I
have experience in SGA, as wel!

Students Speak

the students at Kennesaw who
are just as qualified as I.

Most all students in
Kennesaw College could be fine
administrators in.the office of
President so what makes me
feel more qualified? Interest is
the primary area I feel makes
the difference-interested in the
office and what the office of
President of the SGA should
mean to all of us.

We all read the banners
around the student center
pleading for interest in clubs,
activities, and functions. Why
are the students indifferent
while school officials are just the
opposite? Every day I see
faculty and staff going out of
their way to show interest in
students and their activities. I
believe it is difficult for students
to break out of our daily
routines to get involved in
activities, but if the SGA would
be more involved with students
and bring the SGA to the
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student where they -congregate
would make it easier for the
students to get involved.

It's time for us to pick up a
fair share of the load, and start
showing interest in Kennesaw
College, also to return to the
staff and faculty some of the
care and concern they give to
us.

I pledge my constant support
and interest in our programs,
and student campus life. I can
work with the problem solvers
on campus and if elected will
serve as a diplomatic
representative of all the
students at Kennesaw College.

Oswalt
Will Hear

by Carolyn Oswalt

If given the task of choosing
the most important purpose of
Student Government I would
have to quote a sentence from
the SGA by-laws: “to promote
understanding and involvement
among all members of the
college community....” A college
is a diverse association of
persons gathered for the
purpose of gaining knowledge
and understanding; constantly
striving for a unity of purpose.
Yet ideal harmony is not easily
achieved.

Many -will. focus.-on the
negative happenings of any
organization. I FEEL THAT
WE MUST DEVELOP A
POSITIVE ATTITUDE ABOUT
Kennesaw College in order to
lead a successful student life,
and the current Student
Government Association has
taken a giant step under the
leadership of President, Wade

is campaigning--

as life experience; but one must
have something such as goals to
reach for; one cannot just rely
on past experiences. I believe I
have the goals and self-esteem
to help the SGA reach its full
potential.”

Oswalt sees her major
responsibility, if elected, as
handling the interests of the
student body and representing
them in all current issues and all
matters concerning student life.

Students, THE SENTINEL
has examined each candidate
carefully, weighing the pros and
cons of each. We find each of the
two, Carolyn Oswalt and George
Martin, very qualified for the
job.

Our question to you is: Who
do you want to represent you to
the faculty, administration,
Board of Regents, and the
community? Do you want a
person who sees no major issues
on campus today, and whose
main platform is that he is
people oriented? Or do you want
a person who sees many

Out

Everett, toward this goal.
However, the Student
Government must be constantly
sensitive to the needs of the
students.

While there are many
important issues and problems
facing the SGA, many of them
evolve around
COMMUNICATION and
PROGRAMMING, two goals
which I feel deserve continuous
attention. First of all, clear
efficient communication lines
must be established between the
SGA, the Student Body, the
Faculty and organizations.
Secondly, students should
occupy seats on all policy
making boards to hopefully
make important contributions to
program changes and
innovations in the classroom
experience for faculty and
students. There are also many
new ideas to be shared with the
Student Body with hopes of
greater enhancement of the KC
purpose, with the realization
that it will take careful planning
and clear direction if we are to
accomplish these goals.

To those who cherish the
spirit of liberal learning and
seek a better understanding for
their fellow students: Courage,
with temperance, is the
necessary ingredient to pull the
college  community together. I
hope, as President of the SGA, I
can contribute to a deepening of

- understanding among students

and faculty, and that this will be
only a beginning. Let us talk
together to try to bridge the
remaining gaps between us, to
help one another make

Kennesaw College a better place ,

to learn.

An area that greatly saddens
me is that of student apathy,
which in essence means not
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combined issues on campus;
who is a goal-setter and has the
ability and fortitude to see those
goals attained?

THE SENTINEL votes for
the latter. We firmly believe,
after careful consideration, that
Carolyn Oswalt is the most
qualified of the two candidates,
and we, therefore, endorse her
as our candidate for the SGA
President. We believe that
Oswalt will help the SGA and
student body grow along with
the college, and we also believe
she will represent us, the
students, fairly and objectively
to the faculty, administration,
Board of Regents, and the
community.

VOTE
SGA

Elections
Jan. 26 & 27

seeing the possibility of
effecting change. Apathy is a
word behind which the fearful
hide. I am prepared to hear, not
fear, and further, to act!

You, the students of
Kennesaw College, are
represented by the SGA in all
areas of interest in both campus
and community affairs. The SGA
is your voice and you can control
the tone! Take a stand now to
end student apathy; show
interest in an organization that
directly affects you. VOTE for
the candidate of your choice on
January 26-27.

THE SENTINEL

is actively seeking
staff writers,people with

layout and paste up
experience, a nightbeat
reporter, photographers

and people to sel|

advertising
for winter quarter.
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Come be a part of us

and put your creative
talents to work.

dek ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

Contact:

Gennie Carson, Editor
Sentinel Office

Frank Wilson, Director
of Student Activities
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Remedial Courses Questioned

College May Not Be For Everyone

Ron Payne

Managing

Editor

One of the fundamental
principles of American
education is the idea that

everyone is entitled to an
education. This is an admirable
idea, one in keeping with the
tenets of the democratic system.
It is wunderstandable that
children be required, until they
reach a certain age, to attend
public school. It is even
understandable that everyone is
entitled to a college education.
Everyone, however, is not
mentally capable of performing
at a college level. When a
college relaxes its admission
standards, and provides an
excess of remedial courses in
order to offer acceptance to
almost anyone, then the quality
of higher education is severely
jeopardized.

Many persons decry the use of

SAT scores and high school
grades as means of determining
a student's qualifications for
admission. While SAT scores
and high school grades are
perhaps not the perfect means
of setting admission standards,

they are currently the most
practical, accurate means
available. When a college
disregards these scores and

grades, and institutes an "open

admissions" policy, the
possibility of an influx of
unqualified students is
increased.

When a college practices such
a policy of "open admission,"
and admits many students who
are simply not college material,

then, in order to help these
students, the institution must
offer a series of remedial

courses. The courses do have a
valid function. They are useful
as refresher courses for
students who have been out of
school for a time; they are also
helpful to the student who may
have been deficient in ont
academic area of high school.

Sentinel

More often then not, however,
the students taking these
courses have just graduated
from high school; many of t hese
students even have schedules
composed entirely of remedial
courses. As these courses are
intended to reiterate and re-
emphasize material learned in
high school, there arises the
question: Why, having just
graduated from high school, are
students taking courses
designed to bring them up to a
high school level?

The answer seems to be this:
As students were not prepared
for college in high school, an
attempt is made to prepare
them, in college, for college.
This is not the proper function
of a college. One might, at this
point, question the right of these
students to attend college. They
are apparently not equipped
intellectually to perform at a
college level, and no attempt
should be made to coddle and
prod these supposed adults into
learning. While such action
might be necessary for children,

it is inexcusable for college
students.
As previously stated,

remedial courses do have their
place. But when students are
taking all remedial courses, and
often failing them, then the
standards of education have
been severely compromised.
When more remedial courses
than upper division courses are
offered, then the college has
changed from an institution of
higher learning to an expensive
high school.

There are solutions, though
not easy ones, to this problem.
Colleges should set strict
standards of admission and
uphold them; "open admission"
policies should not be practiced
by schools considered to be
serious institutions of education.
Remedial courses should be
severely reduced in number, and
more emphasis placed on
courses for advanced students.
Students should be required to
pass examinations in the basic
disciplines (English, history,
science, math) before entering
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college. In short, students
should be stringently examined
before being allowed to enter
college, and those who do not
meet the standards should be
weeded out.

Granted, this attitude may
seem selfish and elitist. It is.
College is a place for serious
students, those students who
are intellectually superior and
who strive always to increase
their knowledge. It is not a
place for the mediocre student,
for the student who attends
simply through parental force
or for a star on a resume. It is
unfair to hamper serious
students with the dead weight
of unqualified students; it is an
outrage to gear a college's
curriculum towards the
underachiever. Until colleges
return to the ideals of t he past,
when college was intended only
for the best and the brightest,
the possibility of receiving a
quality higher education is
highly doubtful.

What Will Happen To the Sentinel?

Michael Martinez
News Editor

Recently, someone asked me
how long I've been with The
Sentinel (or was it, how long I've
been News Editor?); at any rate,
I rather glibly shot back,
"Forever," getting my well-
deserved peel of chuckles and
laughter for being cute. But the
facts are that I've only been
writing for The Sentinel since
the beginning of Spring Qtr.,
and I've been News Editor only
since last quarter. This issue
will be only my eighth, and if I
have nothing else to show for
my effort, at least I have been
fairly consistent.

But though I doubt that very
many people want to read
specifics about my career in
journalism (I find th at my three
months as a radio comic make
better telling), a lot of people
have apparently been reading
what I write for The Sentinel.
And I will be the first to admit,
I have been known to go
overboard; I had so many "by"
lines in the Orientation issue
last quarter that people were
congratulating me on how well
"my" paper looked. Actually, I
had some help, folks-there was
an Editor and an Associate
Editor hanging around in there
somewhere.

VOTE

Arnold Tillman

Another issue that I got some
feedback on was our big "Nader
Blasts Reagan, McDonald" issue
(no. 3); that was the one where I
"blasted" John Pruitt and
Eleven Alive for some slip they
made about wus. I mean,
Kennesaw College. I sure got a
lot of feedback about that one.
But I wasn't the only person to
hear about that issue; it seems
there was another column in
there that said something like,
"The K.C. Owls: Not So Wise,"
and we got "blasted" on that
one, too. No, that's not true; no
one really complained that I
remember, at least, not so much
as they simply pointed out some
of the virtues of the owl. Those
editorials really sparked some
interest across campus in what
The Sentinel is up to. I sort of
liked that. I wish every issue
could be as inspiring.

But I suppose that you cannot
just "wish" for something; you
have to want it, plan for it, go
for it, and achieve it. 1
sometimes wish I could get that
across to a lot of people I know,
and the most effective way I
know how to do that is to simply
show them. Well, for those of
you who would like to see The
Sentinel continue growing,
improving, sticking its neck out-
all T have to say is that we've
shown you how to do it. This
paper is a group effort, and not
every part of the group does the
same job as the other parts. It
is not easy to put out a

in a school where
there are no journalism
professors to consult, no
journalism students to draft for
articles, and (until recently) very
little back-patting for the best
effort a group of people can put
out.

I have heard people say, "I
wish I could write," or "I wish I
could take good pictures." Hey,
folks. Wake up; either you w ant
to or you don't want to, but
there is no such thing as a wish-
wishes belong in fairy-tales.
Every time you pick up a copy
of The Sentinel, you won't see
any wishes-what you see is the
result of several people putting
in a few hours each week to
produce some hard results.
Those are good people; warm,
dedicated, smart, nice-and
tough as nails to deal with if you
get on their wrong side-but
we're here. FOR NOW, AT
ANY RATE.

What I'm slowly getting to is
this; Lately I have heard good
things about this paper. People
actually say it looks good, and

newspaper

that makes me feel good,
because I give it my best shot
every time I contribute

something. I'm no professional; I
don't write columns or front
page stories, trim pictures,
proof copy, or do any kind of
newspaper work for a living. In
fact, I don't even have high
school experience; what you see
is all T have and all I've done.
But folks, I won't be here

Make Your Vote

Vice President

Jan. 26 & 27

Count

Don Sams

Treasurer
Jan. 26 & 27

forever-Gennie Carson and Ron
Payne won't be here forever-
no one will be here forever. I
don't know if The Sentinel will
win any awards this year (we
won two, last year), but I feel
like the best award we can ever

get is your acclamation, and that
makes this paper worthwhile to
me. You make this paper
worthwhile. But when we're all
gone, what are you going to
make of it? Get the message?
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