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With the increased popularity of robotics in popular culture, 
the SPSU campus has begun focusing on its Mechatronics 
department, encouraging participation from both college 
students and students still in grade school. 

ROBOTICS 
TAKEOVER

Mechanical Engineering, 
Electrical Engineering, 
and Computer Science 
are the majors within the 
Mechatronics Engineering 
field, which began on the 
Southern Poly campus in the 
fall of 2007. 

Since then, our school 
has been providing 
undergraduates with the 
skills and knowledge 
necessary to strive in their 
respective industries, with 
the first graduating class 

of 13 students produced 
in May of 2011. Our 
campus has numerous 
Mechatronics organizations 
which including, the Aerial 
Robotics Competition 
Team, the Autonomous 
Underwater Vehicle Team, 
and the International Society 
of Automation. These 
teams participate in many 
competitions. The B.E.S.T. 
competition, which was 
hosted in our gymnasium, 
took place this past October. 

 

ROBOTICS TAKEOVER
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THE GROWTH OF 
MECHATRONICS

By Christopher Harris
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On November 5, 2012, a mock 
debate was held in the Student 
Theater. There was a very impressive 
turnout. Those representing Team 
Obama were: Patrick Sumner, Teya 
Henry, and Origen Monsanto. Team 
Romney included Frederick Roddy, 
Tyler Maran, and Erin McGhee. 

Both teams debated exceptionally 
well. It seemed that Patrick Sumner 
was the strongest debater for Team 
Obama and that Tyler Maran was the 
strongest debater for Team Romney. 
Both teams touched on issues such 
as: drug enforcement, healthcare, the 
economy, energy, and the Iran nuclear 
crisis.

One issue both teams disagreed 
on was drug enforcement. Team 
Obama proposed that the American 
government needs to stop going 
after drug users and instead focus on 

capturing the dealers. This team also 
proposed a rehabilitation facility for drug 
users as opposed to them being held in 
prison. On the other hand, Team Romney 
believed that in order to solve the current 
drug crisis the American government 
needs to continue persecuting drug 
users. This would consequently lead to 
capturing the drug dealers.

One issue that both teams agreed 
upon was that there should be no 
American militia intervention in Syria. 
Both teams believe that the Syrian crisis 

 The elections are finally 
over! No more campaign 
ads. Your friends can stop 
being Facebook political 
experts. No more debates. 
Things can return to nor-
mal. 
 Barack Obama is again 
our president and the polls 
weren’t close. Obama won 
303 electoral votes com-
pared to his opponent, Mitt 
Romney, who only received 
206 electoral votes. Obama 
also won the popular vote 
by almost 3 million votes; 
it wasn’t close. Echoing the 
voice of GQ Editor-in-Chief 
Jim Nelson, “Truth is, this 
election has never been 
close, because it’s never been 
a real race… Mitt Romney 
is not a candidate! Sure, he’s 
the candidate, but he’s not a 
candidate.” 
    Former John McCain 
strategist Steve Schmidt 
said in an interview with 
GQ, “The reality of what 
determines a presidential 
campaign… are the de-
bates. In the aftermath of a 
presidential campaign, the 
importance of the debate is 
so understated, almost an 
afterthought—when in real-
ity it is absolutely, exponen-
tially the most important 
thing that happens, times 
100,000.” George W. Bush 
defeated Gore. Reagan de-
feated Mondale. Today, the 
current consensus is that 
Obama defeated Romney in 
their debates. Yes, Obama 

lost in the first debate, but 
the second and third de-
bates brought about popu-
lar phrases such as “binders 
full of women,” “horses and 
bayonets,” and firing Big 
Bird. Regardless of wheth-
er Obama’s policies make 
sense or  if you like the man 
as president, he was able to 
spin the debates in his favor. 
Some people have taken 
Obama’s re-election person-
ally. They feel as though this 
will be the “end” of America 
because of how “socialist” 
or “communist” Obama is. 
While factchecking websites 
have already written exten-
sively about why Obama 
doesn’t fall into these cat-
egories, a writer for Slate 
magazine, William Saletan, 
has gone so far as to say that 
Obama isn’t even a real lib-
eral. Bush started the bail-
outs. The Stimulus was one-
third tax cuts, and resulted 
in Obama offering a higher 
ration of cuts to hikes than 
Republican voters said they 
preferred in a Gallup poll. 
Obama imposed the indi-
vidual mandate for health 
insurance, which is an idea 
he got from Romney and 
the Heritage Foundation. 
He’s no right-winger, but 
he’s no left-winger either.
According to the fact-
checking website PolitiFact, 
Obama has kept 193 of his 
campaign promises, com-
promised on 80 promises, 
and is in the works on 102 

BARACK OBAMA IS STILL PRESIDENT
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

By Christopher Harris

promises, while he has only 
broken 89 promises and 
has stalled 42 promises. Re-
gardless of whether you like 
what he’s done, he’s certainly 
done something. 
 Obama has finalized 
the social contract with 
Obamacare, prevented an-
other Great Depression, 
and has been reenergizing 

the economy since June of 
2009 (though not at the rate 
that we want). He ended the 
Iraq War and placed tough-
er sanctions on Iran. He ap-
pointed Justices Elena Ka-
gan and Sonia Sotomayor, 
and took a strong stand for 
civil rights. 
If you like how the election 
turned out, then be happy! 

But if you’re disappointed, 
it isn’t the end of the world. 
In four years, someone else 
will be running for presi-
dent. (As Stephen Colbert 
said on Twitter, “I will do 
everything in my power to 
make sure this is his LAST 
term as president!”)

MOCK DEBATE
By Kevin Van Der Horn

needs to be resolved by utilizing other 
methods. 

The mock voting results were 69% 
for Obama, 29% for Romney, and 2% for 
other. 

Many thanks to Dr. Thomas Rotnem 
and Professor Carl Snook for doing 
such an excellent job in organizing this 
debate and a many thanks to Southern 
Polytechnic State University and the 
Department of Social and International 
Studies for sponsoring this event. Great 
thanks to the Moderator, Meredith 

Shaddix, for keeping all the candidates 
in check. The mock voting results can be 
seen as a prediction for how the actual 
election turned out. 

God Bless America!

Photo source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/barackobamadotcom/2812236105/
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OPINION

In an article titled “United 
States Attacked Again On 
September 11th” in Vol. 67, 
Iss. 2 of The Sting, Robert 
Barnard said that President 
Obama should do “anything 
other than talk”. 

Barnard suggests that 
we cut off aid, or even take 
military action, because 
“trying to please countries 
that despise Americans and 
our way of life is not the 
way to resolve the current 
issues overseas”. Barnard 
believes that the unrest in 
the Middle East could lead 
to World War III, and that 
the U.S. was targeted by the 
attackers. 

The first thing that needs 
to be pointed out is that 
President Obama isn’t 
the one who attempted to 
politicize the tragic events. 
As the President said the day 
after the attack:

 “The United States 
condemns in the strongest 
terms this outrageous and 
shocking  attack… 
And make no mistake, we 
will work with the Libyan 
government to bring to 
 justice the killers 
who attacked our people… 
[T]here is absolutely no 
justification to this  
type of senseless violence. 
None… No acts of terror 
will ever shake the resolve of 

this  great nation, alter 
that character, or eclipse the 
light of the values that we 
stand for… And  make 
no mistake, justice will be 
done.” 

Governor Romney, on 
the other hand, made the 
events into a political attack 
against the President by 
stating: “It’s disgraceful that 
the Obama administration’s 
first response was not to 
condemn attacks on our 
diplomatic missions, but to 
sympathize with those who 
waged attacks”. The President 
made his statement at 
10:43 AM Eastern Time on 
September 12th, Romney 
made his at 10:30 PM Eastern 
Time the day before; clearly 
contradicting the President’s 
statements. 

The U.S. Embassy in Cairo 
did say that they condemn 
attempts to offend religious 
feelings (before the attack in 
response to the 14-minute 
video, discussed later), and 
that they stood by their 
statements after the attack 
despite the fact that they 
did not get approval from 
Washington. 

 To say that the President 
is “too busy trying to keep 
his job when he should just 
try doing his job” seems to 
be a stretch of the truth. 
The President is not trying 

to “please countries that 
despise Americans and our 
way of life” like Barnard 
says. Like FactCheck.org 
says (9/12/12), “Then, as 
now, [the] claim of Obama 
‘apologies’ falls flat.” 

Barnard also points out 
that the initial reports say 
the violence was the result 
of a 14 minute video on 
YouTube, but he goes on 
to say that the attack was 
actually planned. However, 
the New York Times reports 
(10/15/12) the following: 

“To Libyans who 
witnessed the assault and 
know the attackers, there is 
little doubt what occurred: 
a well-known group of local 
Islamist militants struck 
the United States Mission 
without any warning or 
protest, and they did it in 
retaliation for the video. This 
is what the fighters said at the 
time, speaking emotionally 
of their anger at the video 
without mentioning Al 
Qaeda, Osama bin Laden 
or the terrorist strikes of 11 
years earlier.” 

FAIR says that “Given 
that the New York Times 
account appears to be the 
most detailed firsthand U.S. 
reporting on the Benghazi 
violence, it’s unclear how 
the conventional wisdom 
came to be that the video 

A BIT ON BENGHAZI
By Christopher Harris

A REBUTTAL OF BARNARD

“...WE SHOULD NOT JUMP TO THE 
CONCLUSION THAT THE U.S. IS BEING 

TARGETED SIMPLY BECAUSE OF 
“THE HATRED OF U.S. CULTURE AND 

EXCEPTIONALISM BY ISLAMIC RADICALS 
SEEKING THE DESTRUCTION OF OUR 

COUNTRY AND EVERYTHING
 WE STAND FOR”. 

played no role in the attack” 
(10/18/2012). Where did 
this idea that the attack 
was planned beforehand 
come from? Where did the 
idea that the video played 
no role in why the embassy 
was attacked come from? 
Barnard states that Mrs. 
Clinton said this, which she 
in fact did. But according to a 
NY Times article (9/26/12): 

“Top militia leaders in 
Benghazi have dismissed the 
possibility that Al Qaeda in 
the Islamic Maghreb played 
a role in the attacks or had 
a foothold in eastern Libya. 
Benghazi residents have said 
they believe the brigade that 
conducted the attack could 
easily have managed the 
assault on its own, because 
it included more than 100 
heavily armed  fighters.” 

While the comments 
made by Mrs. Clinton and 
others certainly added to 
the evolving account of 
events given by the White 
House, we should not jump 
to the conclusion that the 
U.S. is being targeted simply 
because of “the hatred of U.S. 
culture and exceptionalism 
by Islamic radicals seeking 
the destruction of our 
country and everything we 
stand for”. 

I’m revolted by acts of 
terror. I believe that the 
safety of U.S. citizens is 
important. But that does not 
mean I believe we should 
attack or cut off support to 
punish countries for the 
actions of few. Americans 
are in a position to help, and 
we have the moral obligation 
to do so.

Photo source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/39955793@N07/7996330527/sizes/o/in/photostream/
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 Attention all SPSU stu-
dents!
  As of January 2013 SPSU 
will be no longer using Geor-
giaVIEW Vista. Blackboard 
announced that it would no 
longer be providing support 
for Vista beginning in Janu-
ary.  In response, a task force 
convened at the University 
of Georgia level to select a 
new Learning Management 
System. They recommend-
ed Desire2Learn, a system 
that has similar tools and 
functionality as Vista. There 
should not be a significant 
learning curve from the stu-
dent perspective. 
  If you have files stored 

in your “My Files” area in  
GeorgiaVIEW Vista, you 
can zip the files for down-
load to your computer 
quickly and easily.  For de-
tailed instructions on how 
to do this, please visit http://
spsu.edu/d2l/student/pdf_
files/my_files.pdf. 
   Students will have access 
to the Desire2Learn envi-
ronment prior to the begin-
ning of Spring 2013 semes-
ter. Prospective users can 
currently check log in cre-
dentials for access purposes. 
   For more information, 
please visit www.spsu.edu/
d2l

  We deeply apologize for 
the errors that occurred in 
the previous issue of The 
Sting’s “Goat Night” article. 
Goat Night this year was not 
during homecoming week, 
but usually falls around the 
same time. The 2013 home-
coming is set for January 
28th through February 2nd. 
Contestants taking part in 
the eating contest ate Krys-
tal’s this year instead of 
Taco Bell like last year. Goat 
Night places: Gamma Phi 
Beta - first place, Sigma Nu 
- second place, Kappa Sigma 
- third place. 

GOAT NIGHT
By Kevin Van Der Horn

ARTICLE RETRACTION

Photo by Vanessa Borras-Patino

Letters to the editor may be hand delivered to the Student Life office 
in the student center, e-mailed to sting@spsu.edu, or mailed to: Editor, 
The Sting Southern Polytechnic State University 1100 South Marietta 
Parkway, Marietta, GA 30060. Letters musth be signed by the author. 
Publication and editing of letters will be at discretions of the editor.

CONTACT US: sting@spsu.edu // 678 915 7310 // www.spsu.edu/thesting

This is my last editorial. The words 
lay on the page like words in a dictionary 
or on a poster, factual and void of any 
emotion.  

Unlike what I thought it would feel 
like, leaving the position of Editor 
doesn’t feel like a burden lifted or 
any kind of great separation. It feels 
more like a turning of a page. I’m glad 
that I made the decision to resign one 
semester short of graduation. 

Leaving the position of editor before 
graduation allows me to hand off the 
responsibility while still hanging around 
and seeing some of my vision come true. 

Being available whenever the new 
editor needs me allows The Sting to 
move forward without having to take 
a step back. During these past few 
semesters, I have found it difficult to 
see the forest for all these dang trees. 

I look forward to writing more, 
creating more, and being able to see the 
big picture instead of the task at hand 
- more pro-active and not reactive. It is 
easy to let the day-to-day stuff sweep 
you away from the end goal. 

Having an end goal and continuing 
to profess it helped a little. Speaking 
the goals out loud, and often, gave me 

an echo back from a fantastic editorial 
staff.  They were there to keep the 
paper on track if I ever strayed or felt 
a little lost. It feels good knowing that 
the next chapter of The Sting will be 
brighter than ever. My next chapter 
begins tomorrow and has the promise 
of being my brightest ever. 

Thanks goes to my wonderful 
family, great friends, great Sting staff, 
and the general support of SPSU 
faculty and staff. It made the many 
long nights of work were worth it.

SWITCH TO

By Kathy Morgan
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   The Fall Leadership Con-
ference in Asheville, NC 
was hosted by the Associ-
ated General Contractors 
of Georgia.  It provided the 
following three students 
from SPSU: Tanner Wilson, 
Joe Rounseville, and Marie 
Kitchen a great opportuni-
ty to network with industry 
leaders and the opportunity 
to attend two truly inspira-
tional seminars. This was 
an example of our Georgia 
Chapter coming together 
to support leadership and 
growth among many dif-
ferent companies. We were 
blessed with the opportuni-
ty to hear from two remark-
able motivational speakers 
who have made it their life’s 
work to develop leadership 
traits in others. 
   The first of the two semi-
nars took place on October 
19, 2012 at 8:00 am. Our 
speaker was Brent Darnell 
(ENR TOP 25 NEWSMAK-
ER 2011) President and 
owner of Brent Darnell In-
ternational. He performed 
above and beyond my ex-
pectations with a very dy-
namic and inspiring presen-
tation on becoming a “YES, 
AND...” leader, instead of a 
“YES, BUT...” leader titled: 
Throw Away The Box: In-
spire Genius and Innova-
tion with Creative Thinking 
Techniques. Brent demon-

strated the differences be-
tween Acknowledgement 
and Dismissal when using 
the following example: 
   As a leader in your office, 
an employee comes to you 
with an idea. This employ-
ee has decided that it would 
be a good idea to put a cof-
fee machine in the printing 
office for use during long 
printing jobs. As a leader 
in your office, you have the 
choice to acknowledge your 
employees idea or dismiss it. 
Whether you agree or dis-
agree a “YES, AND...” leader 
would  respond “Yes, and 
I appreciate you bring this 
idea to me, but I feel it 
might be counterproductive 
to place these two machines 
together.”  This leader does 
not agree with their employ-
ee’s idea but acknowledges 
them as being creative and 
appreciates them bringing 
the issue to light. On the 
other hand, if this same em-
ployer were to respond “Yes, 
but that is counterproduc-
tive for  our working 
office.”  They immediately 
dismiss the idea with what 
seems to be no thought at 
all. In turn, this employee 
may feel that they should 
have never brought it up, 
and therefore, might be 
discouraged from bringing 
more ideas in the future. 
   As leaders, we need to sup-
port creativity in our offices 
and classrooms to ensure 
growth and change. Without 
change one cannot grow; 
without ideas one will not 
change. Brent Darnell did 
an exceptional job bringing 
this thought process to our 
attention, and encouraged 
us to implement this in our 
offices and surroundings. 

  Our final meeting titled: 
Brainwaves of a Leader was 
presented by Steve Siemens 
CSP “The People Builder” 
October 20, 2012 at 8:00 
a.m. 
   This presentation had 
eight specific goals in mind 
for AGC members: 

1. Maintain quality mem-
bership growth.

2. Insure an exceptional 
membership experience.

3. Maximizing opportu-
nities for members to dif-
ferentiate themselves from 
others in the industry.

4. Helping members be-
come the best at what they 
do.

5. Support members in be-
coming as safe as possible 
to ensure workers go home 
injury free.

6. Leveraging our political 
clout and influence to rep-
resent the best interest of 
members and the industry. 

7. Expanding our leader-
ship role in addressing the 
industry’s work force devel-
opment and training needs.

8. Promoting a positive in-
dustry image.

  I am positive that all of 
these goals and then some 
were accomplished. This 
presentation required a lot 
of thought and called for 
each member to take a good 
look at themselves. By look-
ing at ourselves we could 
reflect on what we were cur-
rently doing to encourage 

AGC FALL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ASHEVILLE, NC

By Tanner W. Wilson
THE FUTURE LEADERS OF THE INDUSTRY

Photos’ source: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Young-Leadership-Program-Associated-General-Contractors-of-Georgia-Inc/293786084375?ref=ts#!/photo.php?fbid=3143641521536&set293786084375&type=3&theater

leadership in our lives and 
offices. Siemens also provid-
ed us with a very effective 
plan for change: 

· When you change your 
THINKING, you change 
your beliefs.
· When you change your 
BELIEFS, you change your 
expectations.
· When you change your EX-
PECTATIONS, you change 
your attitude.
· When you change your AT-
TITUDE, you change your 
behavior.
· When you change your BE-
HAVIOR, you change your 
performance.
· When you change your 
PERFORMANCE, you 
change your Lives/Compa-
nies. 

   Steve Siemens also encour-
ages creativity because with-
out it you cannot grow. 
   Both speakers were inspiring 

and their presentations comple-
mented each other’s extremely 
well. This truly emphasizes the 
dedication put forth by the AGC 
to its members and their commu-
nities. I encourage all students and 
professionals to get involved and 
see what the AGC can do for you. 
   The AGC of Georgia rep-
resents members of over 
470 companies and has for 
84 years. They are one of 95 
AGC Chapters representing 
30,000 firms all of which 
are members of the AGC of 
America. This affiliation af-
fords local members an even 
stronger industry voice and 
broader access to National 
Services. 
 For more information 
please contact Tanner W. 
Wilsom: twilson6@spsu.
edu or (573)-263-2576
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BEST, Boosting Engineering, 
Science, and Technology, is 
a national 6-week robotics 
competition in the United 
States, which is held each 
fall. The competition was 
designed to introduce  
interested middle school 
and high school students to 
possible engineering careers. 
This year’s competition was 
held on October 20th at the 
SPSU gymnasium. 

 There is always some-
thing interesting going on 
at Southern Polytechnic 
State University.   So, when 
I heard that Alan Wilson 
from Tripwire Interactive 
was going to give a speech 
in the Student Center ball-
room I naturally jumped at 
the opportunity to listen to 
him speak.  Tripwire Inter-
active is a game developing 
studio based in America. 
Mr. Wilson spoke about 
the four first person shoot-
er games that his company 
developed in his discussion: 
“Tripwire Interactive: From 
Mod Team to Riches via 
Digital Zombies”. 

   Speaking to a room full of 
programmers and level de-
signers, Wilson stated that 
part of the reason that the 
word ‘zombies’ was in the ti-
tle was because it would get 
people to want to attend the 
lecture. Getting a job and 
starting your own company 
were topics that Wilson fo-
cused on during the discus-
sion.  He explained that the 
most important source for 
going into the game indus-
try was gamasutra.com. He 
also added that, since there 
are many people interested 
in being a tester in the in-
dustry, doing the job with all 
your brainpower along with 

Science and Technology 
Editor

ROBERT BARNARD

B.E.S.T. ROBOTICS
By Robert Barnard

TRIPWIRE INTERACTIVE: 
FROM MOD TEAM TO RICHES 
VIA DIGITAL ZOMBIES
By  Celeria Watters

getting involved in other ac-
tivities outside of the cours-
es required in school will 
facilitate obtaining a job in 
the future. 
   Mr. Wilson recognized the 
need to discuss starting a 
business with the audience. 
He stressed that to start 
your own gaming company 
you definitely need courage 
and commitment. He con-
cluded the discussion by 
stating that having business 
and public relations skills 
are necessary in order to 
succeed in the gaming field. 

Photo Source: http://www.gamecrashers.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Alan-Wilson-Pic.jpg

The requirements for the 
competition: high school 
students were tasked 
with designing a space 
elevator. The object of the 
competition is to excite 
students about engineering, 
science and technology. 
   The event also helps 
to unlock students’ 
imagination and discover 
their potential through 
hands on experimentation 

Photos by Robert Barnard

and problem solving. While 
the competition inspires 
students to pursue STEM 
fields, it is hosted on campus 
which allows participants to 
interact with SPSU students 
and faculty volunteers. 
  The following schools 
received BEST Awards: 
Fernbank took 1st place, 
North Cobb Christian took 
2nd, and GSMST took 3rd. 
   

There were also game 
winners: GSMST won 1st  
place, Fernbank  placed 
2nd, South Forsyth was 3rd 
, and Westminster received 
placed 4th. It was a great 
experience for all those that 
participated.  
   Thanks to everyone in the 
Electrical and Mechatronics 
Engineering Department 
that made this competition 
possible!
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MARIETTA PIZZA COMPANY
By Ruth A. Petti – Bois

TROLLEY THURSDAYS: 

So imagine this: it’s about 
7:50 in the evening and the 
trolley is due to arrive at 
any minute. You’re looking 
for somewhere to eat really 
fast. The only shop that 
is open, that won’t take 
too much time, is a pizza 
place the corner. After 
eating pizza every day at 
the Stinger’s restaurant 
the last place you want 
to visit is another pizza 
parlor. Unfortunately, as 
you might have already 
guessed, that was my 
position on Trolley 
Thursday, standing outside 
of Marietta Pizza Co. 

I was surprised by what 
I saw when entering the 
store. It was warm (good 
thing due to the cold) and 
there were several patrons 
enjoying their own slices 
of pizza. The atmosphere 
was comfortable and 
inviting. When speaking 

to the cashier at the back 
of the shop, we learned 
that no, they do not offer 
student discounts for their 
pizza. However MPC has 
a very well-priced and 
varied menu that makes 
eating there worth the trip. 
For instance, the toppings 
offered for pizza includes 
Canadian Bacon, Meatballs, 
and Pepperoncini Peppers, 
Fried Chicken, Grilled 
Chicken and much more. 
Everything on the menu is 
$10.00 or less except for the 
actual medium, large and 
Sicilian pizza pies. 

Marietta Pizza Company 
has two separate sections. 
There is the sit-in portion 
for those who are going to 
eat at their restaurant, and 
a “take-out” section which 
has in an entirely separate 
entrance. Since I had a 
limited amount of time to 
eat, I ordered take –out. 

I ordered a slice of 
pepperoni pizza for $2.00. 
I was extremely reluctant 
to pay $2.00 for just one 
slice of pizza (We’re broke 
college students after all 
and I get pizza at Stingers 
all the time), but I did it 
anyway. After 8 minutes (the 
approximate time it takes to 
cook one slice of pizza at 
MPC), I received my slice, 
in a pretty large box. I was 
understandably confused. 
Inside the box was a huge 
slice of pizza that was well 
worth my $2.00 and change. 
It was great (although in 
waiting for the trolley it 
got cold) and satisfied my 
appetite. 

I recommend the Marietta 
Pizza Company if you are 
taking the trolley or strolling 
through Marietta Square. 
The pizza is delicious, there 
are many tasty options on 
the menu, and the product 

Photo Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/mariettasquare/1353147091/sizes/l/in/photostream/

770-425-1006 
131 Church Street · Marietta · GA· 30060

Walking Ghost Tours - Haunted Pub Walks - 
Spirits and Spirits - and - Scary-etta Haunted Trolley Tour

The Historic Marietta Trolley Co. and 
The Ghosts of Marietta 

invite you to celebrate fall with a tour!

The Ghosts of Marietta

SPSU student discounts available

Make your reservations now!

schedule online
www.ghostsofmarietta.com

(pre-payment required)

FEATURES
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  I finally ventured out of 
my dorm room, onto the 
trolley, and arrived at Mar-
ietta Square. With many 
food options presented to 
me, I chose to go for Miss 
Mamie’s Cupcakes due to 
my fondness for all things 
sweet; especially cupcakes. 
Mamie’s offered many spe-
cialty cupcakes, a flavor for 
every person. 
    It was hard to make a deci-
sion. I eventually chose the 
Sweet Potato cupcake and 
the Strawberry cupcake. 
The sweet potato was my 
favorite! It’s a moist sweet 
potato cake at the base, with 
delicious cream cheese icing 
and just a tiny bit of brown 
sugar sprinkled over the 

ONE SMALL STEP FOR CUPCAKES, 
ONE GIANT LEAP FOR MANKIND

top. My mouth waters ev-
ery time I reminisce about 
the Sweet Potato cupcake. 
The strawberry cupcake was 
strawberry’d out! It had a 
strawberry cake base, straw-
berry icing, and a sweet 
strawberry on the top (my 
favorite part about the en-
tire thing). 
    The staff was friendly, and 
the cupcakes were awesome. 
(P.S., they won Cupcake 
Wars)! I definitely recom-
mend Miss Mamie’s – check 
them out in Marietta Square 
or check out their website: 
www.missmamiescupcakes.
com. Be prepared for cup-
cakes that will rock your 
tastebud’s world.

By Jasmine Easter

MISS MAMIES CUPCAKES

Photo Source: http://blackdressredwagon.com/wp-content/uploads/MissMamieCupcake.jpg

“MY MOUTH 
WATERS EVERY 

TIME I REMINISCE 
ABOUT THE 

SWEET POTATO 
CUPCAKE.”

CHARLES UPCHURCH ANTIQUES

CHARLES 

UPCHURCH

ANTIQUES

5133 Floyd Road 
Mabelton, Ga 30126

770-944-1567
Cell 770-364-4257

Email: ucharles@bellsouth.net

www.upchurchantiques.com

Specializing in

American Oak Furniture

Quality Refinishing

Mirror Resilvering
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  On the 16th of October 
around lunch time Karl 
Schrouder, a student here at 
SPSU, got a plate of chicken 
at Stinger’s restaurant. Only 
after he had bitten into the 
piece of poultry did he no-
tice that the chicken leg was 
uncooked and raw. Only 
about an inch of surface 
area was seared a centimeter 
in. Karl’s two roommates, 
Steven and Hollis, also wit-
nessed the raw chicken leg. 
Karl was completely dis-
gusted and appalled. The ex-
perience made him second 
guess eating at Stinger’s ever 
again. He said this incident 
was completely unaccept-
able and should not occur 
at any food service catered 
to college students. Karl and 
his friends never reported 
the incident to anyone at 
Stinger’s. He asked The Stu-
dent General to share his 
experience with The Sting 
audience.

TERROR IN STINGERS
By The Student General

   It all started in the 18th cen-
tury, up in the Blue Moun-
tains of Jamaica, where the 
West African former-slaves 
sought refuge with the in-
digenous people; the Tiano 
and Arawak Indians.  
  These two very different 
culture groups mingled to-
gether and later became 
known as the Maroons. 
They fought against the En-
glish army to maintain their 
sovereignty, and also to help 
slaves escape English slave 
plantations. 
   One thing within their so-
ciety that had a significant 
impact in their survivability 
against the English, besides 
the beautiful Blue Moun-
tains, was their cultural 
cooking. The owner of the 
restaurant Juci Jerk, Don-

ald Roberts, explained how 
the jerk seasoning recipe 
originated: “That’s what jerk 
really was. It was basically 
the slaves hiding in the hills 
wanted to cure the meat and 
were able to keep the meat 
for weeks and they would 
have something to eat and 
they wouldn’t have to cook 
because the moment they 
would cook say on the 
ground, the army would be 
able to track them down…”  
  His jerk seasoning recipe 
has the surrounding com-
munity and many custom-
ers going wild for his jerk 
dishes. Donald Roberts’ jerk 
seasoning flavor has gained 
a strong buzz in the Atlanta 
metro area. International-
ly acclaimed reggae singer 
Sean Kingston has endorsed 

the Juci Jerk establishment. 
Chef Don specializes in 
cooking with the Jamaican 
Jerk Seasoning recipe. He 
will jerk any kind of meat in 
existence! 
   Juci Jerk is open on Fridays 
and Saturdays. Here are the 
meats that Chef Don jerks: 
lobster, crab, shrimp, pork 
ribs, pork chops, and chick-
en. He also offers peppered 
shrimp along with sides. 
I had the chance to observe 
and take part in the duties of 
being a chef, and a server for 
Juci Jerk. 
Not your typical restaurant
   All of Juci Jerks meats are 
grilled on two 12 ft. grills, 
which are designated in the 
smokehouse connected to 
the kitchen. Chef Don cooks 
with two different grills 
in order to accommodate 

some customers who don’t 
eat pork.  Stepping into the 
smokehouse, I saw a slight 
layer of smoke rising. 
 The smell of burning 
coals pierced my nose as I 
watched the workers scram-
ble to turn on the intake fans 
to funnel the smoke out. 
Opening the grills, a blanket 
of hot smoke attacked my 
face. 
   Taking off the chicken leg 
quarters and pork chops 
that look fully cooked, I de-
livered them to the kitchen 
where they were chopped 
and packaged with the cus-
tomer’s desired choice of 
sides.   
Order up!
  After an eye-irritating job 
as chef, I took on the job of 
being a server. The pace of a 

JUCI JERK
By Leland Roberts

server is dictated by the flow 
of traffic in the restaurant. 
Manning my station at the 
front of the store, I would 
write orders on a sticky 
notepad and take it back for 
the orders to be filled. 
 The customers were happy. 
A loyal customer once came 
in with Welcome Back bal-
loons saying that she was 
“longing to have some Juci 
Jerk!”The most popular 
dish is jerk chicken. This 
could be partly because of 
the strong Muslim influence 
in the community. With an 
order of meat, two slices of 
Jamaican hard dough bread 
are served. Jamaicans grow 
up on this traditional bread. 
It’s known as the staple of 
all breakfast, lunch and din-
ner plates, seven days of the 
week.
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  On October 20, 2012, the 
Kappa Sigma Fraternity 
from our very own campus 
volunteered at the Rockdale 
Aware RAV (Race Against 
Violence) 5K and one mile 
fun run. 
   This is an organization that 
helps house and feed wom-
en and families in Rockdale 
County who are victims of 
domestic violence. All pro-
ceeds went to Project Re-
newal Battered Women’s 
Shelter and the Rockdale 
County Taskforce Against 
Family Violence. 
   The race was held in 
Conyers and started at a 
church in the area called 
Conyers First United Meth-
odist Church. Together with 
the Kennesaw State Univer-
sity Kappa Sigma Chapter, 
our very own Kappa Sigma 
helped raise over 10,000 
dollars for the organization. 
   The Southern Poly Chapter 
alone served over 240 hours 
helping set up the event, 
participating in the race and 
encouraging runners along 

the way with cheering and 
some much needed water. It 
was a great thing to see col-
lege students wake up early 
in the morning to support 
such a great cause. 
  At the end of the race the 
Kappa Sigs closed it out by 
marching down the road 
with their flag held high 
and their spirits raised just 
as well not only because the 
cold morning air had sub-
sided, but also because they 
lived out a big part of what 
should be important in all 
Greek life: serving the com-
munity. 
  It is very important for 
everyone, whether you are 
in Greek life or not, to give 
back to the community and 
to get involved. Not only 
does The Rockdale Aware 
Program need volunteers 
but also donations, so if you 
are interested in helping 
please go to their website 
and donate to their founda-
tion.
http://rockdaleaware.com 

FRATERNITIES DOING THEIR PART
By Jonathan Fields 

GREEK LIFE

SPSU MOTORSPORTS
By Leland Roberts

The SPSU MotorSports team has 
participated in many competitions, 
and has proven to be one of the 
most productive student competition 
teams. Recently, I had the chance 
to interview Seth Harris who is the 
President of the SPSU MotorSports 
competition team. He provided me 
with in-depth commentary on how the 
student organization is run and what 
the organization is all about.

  
What is a SPSU MotorSports 

plan for the rest of the year?
SH: For the rest of this year we are 

going to finish building up the 2013 
car in preparation for a competition 
in May. That way we have the time 
between December and May for 
testing and preparation so we can do 
better. 

What does your organization do?
SH: We are a formula SAE team. 

That’s an international competition 
team. There are hundreds of schools 
around the world that participate. 
Each year at the competition we go 
up against 120 teams from around 
the world. 34 international teams 
participated this past year. 

How much members does your 
organization currently have?

SH: We currently have 60 to 62 
members, around there. With 20 to 

50 being really active.
Do you have any events coming 

up?
SH: We actually just got back from 

an event. We went to the Petite Le Mans 
race in Road Atlanta. We saw thousands 
of people from around the country. We 
went there to promote the team as well 
as SPSU. Our next upcoming event is 
an invitational dinner day for other FSAE 
teams from around the country as well 
as MotorSports shops here.

When are your organization 
meeting days?

SH: We meet every Monday at 8 pm. 
Initially we had some training meetings 

but now (since we are in the building 
stage of the car) the meetings are kind 
of quick.

Describe what goes on in a typical 
meeting day?

SH: On a typical meeting day we 
go over various projects that need 
to be completed for the car. We talk 
about where we are at on previous 

projects, and what’s coming up with the 
completion of those projects. But the 
meetings actually aren’t where a lot of 
the things happen. 

The people who are in the shop right 
now are the group that’s usually here 
most of the time when we are here form 
9 or 10 in the morning until midnight. 

Something else that we are trying 

to do with this car is to try and get 
more people involved. Each person 
has their own specific system of the 
car they work on which makes each 
team member feel like it’s theirs.

STUDENT LIFE



THE STING        December 6, 2012II    

FICTION
12

There was a proud and puzzled student
Once.
Studied English. 
Perplexed, at his average papers.
Ireplied, “Talk about Death”.
But he had never seen a great man die. 

Three little children 
With dirty faces
Lay in a bed.
The mattress was an adventure. 
Expansive, comfortable, and closed.

Dashes of spearmint amounted in the atmosphere.
Lightened by the faint scent of old ink,
And the storm of white oxford cloth. 
The Father was home,
Stalingrad.

The mother was finally beaten.
She and Him gave Big words to each other.
Her torn blouse tortured by glass,
Reflected the salted brow of her knuckled-eye. 
We could all finally get some sleep.

We didn’t want to be Big.
Then, ‘twas I
Finally, Big.
Praised with Big love
And sunshine. 

Deep in the boroughs, 
in the tree trunk of a lost soul slept a giant, 
slept a man who’s name was unknown. 
He was awaken from sobriety, 
the Society edition. 
Stood strong in the midst of surly activity, 
the wainscot that would not rot. 
He was not equipped with any cuirass of such. 
He emanated from a dream that had never been touched. 
His bearer believed that he was all too much. 
His resurrection to the heart 
led his caretaker away from forging identities that were attractive to his 
enemies. 
His attempt to restore the mind 
drew his master apart from an environment begets failure mentality. 
In the end, the giant and soul became one. 
You cry internally but not for long. 
It was the inside of you that wouldn’t give up, 
that ambitiously fought. 
It was your love that made you strong.

He played charades with puppets from white castles. 
The audience discovered actuality and rebuked him;
‘him’, persecuted from a massive brimstone’s precipice. 
The precipice of his life. 
Collective spores, 
scores of smart asses watched from below. 
He jumped with no line. 
Below, the visual of a pretentious mob turned 
to emphatic everglades; 
Caimans embodied by failed kindred spirits. 
He paused in midair while the Vicar said its piece. 
He awoke to a blind state. 
His feelings, ineffable. 
Elevated estates, social classes, and degrees wouldn’t save him. 
Categorized by the masses; 
Satyr led the way. 
His hypochondria, dismayed. 
If only he had stayed. 
Instead, lies congealed on top of the truth. 
If only he had stayed. 
Instead, a siroccos roared in from every direction but right. 
If only he had stayed, 
he would’ve seen that the man he was before and the man he had become were 
quite alike. 
Man not amused, 
turning wrong out of right, 
spite.

REGRESSING PAST REGRET
By Randy Brown Jr.

The Three Children
By Derek P. DyalBy Randy Brown Jr.i n t e r l o c k i ng s e e d s o f w e ed s

Ellis
By Derek P. Dyal
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Little Red Guiding Hood
By Randy Browun Jr.

And all that time we thought she was innocent, 
her weapon, 
to guide the eyes towards the one that lied. 
All the while she escaped with the baskets of 
lord knows what,
yet we knew was full of our sakes. 
For goodness was
shaken bare, 
for all that we dared to believe from her. 
And now we deteriorate. 
Victims to a fool that could have easily placed red on a mule, 
except it wouldn’t have been cool. 
We’ll continue to fall for it until we register and 
lull until our senses gives us sense in a place so cruel.

Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/-staci-/5967008774/lightbox/
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AMANDA BLANTON
Sports Editor

  I recently set sail to learn 
about the SPSU’s swimming 
team. The swim team was 
founded by architecture 
major Megan Linsmayer. 
She and Catherine Reece 
serve as co-presidents. Me-
gan swam, year-round, for 
15 years prior to participat-
ing at SPSU. She considered 

   SPSU’s soccer team, seed-
ed No. 8 and ranked No. 
12 nationally, ended their 
season with a 3-1 loss to 
Lindsey Wilson College 
(LWC) in the quarterfinal 
game. LWC, the defending 
national champions, are the 
No. 1 seed and ranked No. 1 
nationally.
   Though they failed to 
reach the championship 
game, the Hornets had an-
other record-breaking sea-
son. 
   They made their fourth 
consecutive appearance in 
the Sweet 16 and second 
straight in the Elite Eight 
of the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA) National Tourna-
ment. 
   The Hornets were the 
Southern States Athletic 
Conference Tournament 
(SSAC) runner-ups and 
received an at-large bid to 

HORNET SWIM TEAM

SOCCER TEAM

By Celeria Watters
MAKING A SPLASH!

other students on campus 
who shared her passion for 
swimming. 
  SPSU’s swim team current-
ly consists of a whopping 
86 members. Like most of 
the members of the team, 
swimming relaxes Megan 
and gives her something to 
look forward to every day.   

HORNETS FALL IN SECOND STRAIGHT 
ELITE EIGHT APPEARANCE
By Amanda Blanton

She has met many of her 
best friends since she start-
ed the team. SPSU swim-
ming has various skill levels 
and as a team, they work 
together and compete in 
meets around the southeast. 
  The Hornets have trav-
eled to Miami, Florida 
three times, the University 

of North Carolina-Greens-
boro, Appalachian State 
University, Georgia Tech, 
Georgia Southern, the Uni-
versity of Georgia and the 
University of Tennessee, 
among others. 
  Megan says their biggest 
accomplishment was win-
ning the 2011-2012 “SGA 

Organization of the Year” 
award for the team’s growth 
and accomplishments. 
  The swim team practices at 
the SPSU Rec Center at 7:30 
PM on Mondays – Thurs-
days, 10:00 AM on Wednes-
day, and 12:00 PM on Fri-
days. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/airmanmagazine/7113473999/sizes/o/in/photostream/

the NAIA national event. 
During the first round of 
the national tournament, 
the Hornets played at home 
and defeated Spring Arbor 
University 3-1. 
   They then advanced to the 
Sweet 16 and beat Hastings 
College 2-1 before falling to 
LWC in the Elite Eight. 
   The team finished their 
season with an impressive 
15-6-1 overall record and 
had multiple players win 
conference and national 
player of the week and aca-
demic awards. 
   The Hornets also rose as 
high as No. 2 in the NAIA 
Men’s Soccer Coaches’ Top 
25 Poll, the highest ever in 
the program’s six-year his-
tory. 
   Congratulations to the 
Hornets players and coach-
ing staff on another out-
standing season!

“THE TEAM FINISHED THEIR SEASON WITH AN IMPRESSIVE 
15-6-1 OVERALL RECORD AND HAD MULTIPLE PLAYERS 

WIN CONFERENCE AND NATIONAL PLAYER OF THE WEEK 
AND ACADEMIC AWARDS.”

 Photo courtesy of Athletic department
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 For this edition’s Play-
er Spotlight, I met a SPSU 
soccer player who not only 
excels on the field, but in 
the classroom as well. Ga-
briel Warner is one of our 
defenders who has started 
every game this season and 
earned national recognition 
for his academic success. 
  Gabriel leads the team in 
minutes played, scored SP-
SU’s loan goal in the SSAC 
Tournament Championship 
Game, and is a key member 
on the Hornet defense. 
  This season, Gabriel was 
selected for both the Col-
lege Sports Information Di-
rectors of America (CoSI-
DA) Capital One Academic 
All-District Team and the 
CoSIDA Capital One Aca-
demic All-America Third 
Team.
  To be eligible for CoSIDA 
Academic All-District and 
All-America honors, a stu-
dent-athlete must be a start-
er or important reserve with 
at least a 3.30 cumulative 
GPA at his/her current in-
stitution, have participated 
in at least 50 percent of the 
team’s games,  and be at least 
a sophomore in athletic eli-
gibility. 
  The teams are chosen by 
members of the College 
Sports Information Direc-
tors of America.
   With the demanding prac-
tice and travel schedules of 
student-athletes, keeping up 
with academics is no easy 
task. Congratulations to Ga-
briel for representing SPSU 
well while maintaining a 
3.65 GPA and leading the 
Hornet’s to the Elite 8 of the 
NAIA Tournament. 

PLAYER SPOTLIGHT

 Photo courtesy of Athletic department

GABRIEL WARNER
By Amanda Blanton

The Basics

Year: Junior

Position: Defender 

High School: Grovetown High School 

Hometown: Augusta, GA

Major: Biology

 Amanda Blanton: Why did 
you choose SPSU?  
   Gabriel Warner: My vis-
it to this campus made me 
interested in the small yet 
spacey environment.

   AB: What are your career 
aspirations?
   GW: To be a sports medi-
cine physician

   AB: How long have you 
been playing soccer? 
   GW: Since I was 4 years 
old

   AB: What are the special 
moments in  your career? 
   GW: Winning state cham-
pionship with my club team 
in 2001, the success on the 
college soccer team, and 
a goal I scored on my club 
team recently that I made 
from 35 yards away from 
the goal.

   AB: Any pre/post-game 
rituals? 
   GW: Nap, eat a huge meal 
a few hours before game 
time, then take a cold show-
er right before the game.

   AB: Have a favorite soccer 
player or idol you watched 
growing up, currently?
   GW:  Dwayne Wade of the 
Miami Heat has been my 
favorite player since he got 

drafted in 2003.

   AB: Favorite soccer team? 
   GW: Arsenal

   AB: Ever played any other 
sports?
   GW: Basketball

   AB: Have you ever received 
a soccer-related injury?
   GW: I have torn my ACL 
to where I’ve needed to have 
two knee surgeries. Most of 
my success in soccer used 
to be on athleticism. I never 
gained all of my speed back, 
so I had to think about the 
game a lot more.

   AB: What has been your 
favorite moment of this sea-
son so far? 
   GW: The 2-1 win over Mo-
bile University in the reg-

ular season. It was the first 
time ever this soccer pro-
gram beat them.

   AB: Were there any pre-
season goals the team had? 
If so, were they met? 
   GW: We primarily want-
ed to win our conference 
tournament, then go on to 
win a national champion-
ship. Anything less than that 
would be a disappointment 
to us.

   AB: The Hornets are a 
young team this year. How 
did that affect the team’s 
performance this season? 
   GW: We definitely had a 
lot more inconsistencies 
throughout the season in 
terms of team and individu-
al performances, so we had 
to come together as a family 

more than any other season 
to overcome our tribula-
tions.

   AB: What do you plan to 
do this off-season?
   GW: I plan to land an in-
ternship this summer while 
continuing to get better as a 
soccer player.

   AB: Anything else you 
would like the readers to 
know about you or the Hor-
nets?
   GW: We had a great season 
this year with only one reg-
ular season loss. Come out 
and support us to help us 
continue to win some games 
in the following seasons!

Photo by Joseph Pitts
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