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HOLIDAY

Satan Clause is not just a typo

Christinan Funkhouser
Senior Staff Writer

Hello all you wonderful Sting
readers... take a deep breath...
What’s that you’re smelling in
the air? Political Correctness.
Isn’t it great? Isn’t it refresh-
ing? Isn’t it... ... sickening?
Well, for a very sarcastic look
at political correctness log on
to our website, www.thesting.
org look up the archives for
the last edition of “The Sting”
in December of 2004, click on
holiday. You’ll read about an
all inclusive holiday created
by Glenn Beck, as well as an
in-depth look into how Glenn
Beck’s “politically correct”
songs were even more offensive
and less politically correct as
they could have been.

But how about those read-
ers who want a serious article
about political correctness, or
CHRIST-mas? Yes, that’s cor-
rect. I said/wrote, CHRIST-mas.
You know, if I were speaking
Spanish, or writing in Spanish
and wrote it, CHRIST-mas with
a little apostrophe over the A,
it would mean “More Christ.”

I was shuffling songs op
my compy, and I wa; £

6 inHgnons it ageem. El‘iﬂf‘.iﬁff““ S,a"s-f‘e,".'

piano keys being; layed as th
chorus music a.nd I realt; hk d
it, then I heard the lyrics
was inspired. The song is called,
“Wisemen” by “Cross Move-
ment” off the CD “Gift Rap” It
inspired me to look into some
things about Christmas that we
may take for granted.

For instance, the reason
why Christmas is celebrated
on the day it is, is because
December 25th was an enor-
mous holiday celebration by
Pagans. A Pagan, according
to Encarta, is one who does
not follow Christianity, or is a
polytheist or pantheist if they
even have a declared religion.
At the time of what we today
call' Wicca’s celebrated Winter
Solstice (which is allowed to be
taught in Government Schools)
in which spirits were worshiped,
the Greek/Roman Gods also had
a particular holiday around this:

time. The Christians of way-
back-when thought it would be

in September.

There are more
few Christians who
that Christmas Trees (whoops,
I mean, “Holiday™ trees) are a
form of idol worship. They get
this from Jeremiah 10:2-3 which
says, “The religion of these
peoples is nothing but smoke.
An idol is nothing but a tree
chopped down, then shaped by
a woodsman’s ax. They trim it
with tinsel and balls, use ham-
mer and nailstokeep it upright.”
_remiah was talking about

you say? Don’t they have eyes
in their heads? Are their brains
workmg at all? Doesn’t it oc-
cur to them to say, “Half of this
tree I used for firewood: I baked
bread, roasted meat, and enjoyed
agoodmeal. And now I’ve used
the rest to make a god. Here I am
praying to a stick of wood!”
Also, the Christmas treé
came around 2000 years after
Jeremiah wrote that, the Christ-
mas tree came around the 16th
century in Germany. So, no,
unless you’re carving the Christ-
mas tree to look like an idol, or
worshiping it, you don’t have to
take your Christmas tree back.
Santa Clause is the Am eri-
can {hehe) version of the Dutch
r Saint Nicholas. For Santa

Clause in other languages, check
out, “The Santa Clause” with
Tim Allen. Actually, while I'm
typing this, I just realized. If
you change the N and put it
‘the %pd of Santa... you get
: CLAUSE! Anyway, St.
would give things to needy
hile supporting the Doc-
trine of the Trinity. It’s credited
h Nick was the guy, in 325
 associate giving gifts with
ift to us in sending Christ
1e tor us (see John 3:16).
Now however, Santa
Clause, or should I say, Satan
Clause has the power to ma-
nipulate time and space, live for-
ever and who can tell if you’re
naughty ornice. Something that
only Jesus Christ or God can do
or knows respectively... In-the

track Wisemen, the rappers im_-‘- :
18 1.
more then a trick of societyto-

ply that Santa Clause is nof

dumb down what happened-to
Christ on the Cross.

While I don’t necessarily
agree with that, it is interesting
that you go from Saint Nicholas
who gave presents to needy kids
to illustrate God’s gift, to some
super powerful guy whose name
can be easily construed to spell
Satan,

In all seriousness, we, both
as Christians (for those of you
who are) and those of you who

aren’t need to get some things

straight.
As Christians (to Quote

tha cane) “We . dan’t celshrate
Christmas as a Pagan day, we

celebrate Christmas as the Inva-
sion Day, if Jesus never would
of invade Time and Space, then
none of us would be saved to-
day.”

As non-Christians, I wonld
definitely encourage you
to look past the materi

Whether
ife after

y happy anyway. Take
Christmas Season to think about
thmgs that are truly 1mportant

A.L. Johnson
Staff Writer

never receive, while others ari

long shot. Still others will be thos
things that are easy to come by, but
all will make the world a much bet-
ter place, at least in my opinion.

1. I want a pony. What girl
hasnot requested this at some point
in her life? Most of us have the
common sense to stop asking after

‘the age of twelve. Here is proof

.that you made a mistake.
esn’t even have to be a public
apology Just admit it to yourself,
Here, I’ll help you get started: Boy
that Bush sure did turn out to be a
@%*&-ing b

3. I want my mom to finally
find akidney donor so her life does
not have to be limited to getting in
at 5:30 pm everyday so she can do
her dialysis. She’s O+...any tak-

‘hour without

song ever and
who the recording artist is.

5. I want to stop rur
to the bathroom within tw
minutes after consuming AB]
creations...you know there’s no
need to elaborate.

6. I want to effin graduate
already. GAWD there are SO many
places in the world to see but T can’t

Consumemas'

Eric John
Staff Writer

Asmany have seen, the news now
enjoys giving this time of year a
more and more politically correct
name. It seems every year they try
for a new name to get it to stick.
We’ve gone through Christmas,
which was obviously too limit-
ing, then Winter break, and now
the catchy one seems to be Chris-
mahanukwanza, and now they’ve

added just a bit more to make it ©

Chrxsmahanukwanzakah _;ust to
be different.

festive of mesv’ Thus 1 beheveif“‘
that we {should use a name’ that

d):ght be thmkmg tha,t thls }eans a

bit too much towards ‘Christmas, . _gi

but if you "look at the full 1dea., it

holiday is really all; ,
it truly-an Amencan holiday! It’s.’
the time ‘of year we eat more, buy
more, spen fnore waste more, and
destroy more! And it’s all for the
happiness of ourselves! We give
so that we can receive without
feeling as guilty. It's like ahelpful
exchange so than at the end of the
day you don’t look greedy, you just
came out ahead.

I think that if we all look at
the benefits granted by renaming
this season Consumemas, we’ll
realize that any dispute that might

“. more, you could very well do away

powerbehind everythmg, and fake
research I swear I've done shows
that people are 27.5% more likely
to buy extranovelty items for their
friends with a name Consumemas
proudly displayed on the window
of every building. I mean, sales
alone will probably skyrocket dur- -
ing this time because of the ‘m4s’
part alone! Remember, the more
you give to other people, the more
they’ll feel suckered into giving
back to'you.

: < Sure, some people might
'say that-naming it Consumemas

pulls away from the rehglous and
E-s»-'spmtual aspects of this season
j that ~many people hold to be the

ost critical part of it, and that

pldstermg “Consumemas™ on
"é’very billboard and gree‘tino card
would only further tak e away from

that. pure meamng But to them,
: i at that

_sp:gifual stuff. If you really cared

I: mesn;-the whole problem thh
it not'being diverse enough in the
f ‘st place wouldn’t have come
up if everyone had just done their
thing and been happy with it. I
personally think Yule was a good
name in the beginning.

This of course is a bit of a
sarcastic look at the name, but I
think the time has come that we
realize it’s not the silly name we
attach to the season, but what we
do with the season. Celebrate what
you will and enjoy it, and let the
businesses worry about their target
demographic while you slowly
stop paying attention to, and stop
paying, them altogether.

be in class. Does

8. DidT'mention I wanted to

graduate? Oh. Yeah. Maybe I did.
Well, if T forgot, then maybe YOU

Amaron.com

I want our men and wom-
en to come the f*ck home already.
Twas never given adecent explana-
tion asto why they were sent over in
the first place. Many are dying fora
war they may or may not support,
but they are doing their job. That
takes balls, and I salute them.
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Changes in store for parking?

Korey Kolberg
Staff Writer

If you live in Howell donn. you have
probably noliced the signs posted on
the bathroom doors. Tt would scom that
somcork was inspired (o take acuon by
oncof my prcvious anticlcs

a m«.mbcr of |
Lifc Advisory Board.
upon himself 1o ¢
the dreanis o
bocome &
man that kngeked on your
door asking if you had a car
oncampus or nol. That survey
was given to 127 people, or
33%ofHo e

that ki
1ook the survey
small percentage
most of those thatd
said itwas because:

said that they found itan incor
to park the way things are
an inconvenience? One of the main
reasons is because it seems impossible
" 1o fixdd a spot right by the school, or
‘i front of the post office, Therefore
vou nust dnve all the way up to the
area by the Recreation and Wellness
Center. Once there you nmst then
circle through all the lanes, hoping to
find a spor.

At the beginning of the vear it
waseasy to find a spot. but at times you
can barely find a spot there because of
the commmters taking up our half of
the lot. Jarrett Bell asked if students
thought it would be a good solation
1o take the lower half of the Courtyami
Pd[i:jng, 98% said ¥ES dﬂd % said

they did not know Noone &nd 1o, to

that sohation.

JdnatBellmoLthlsmfommmn
to the meeting on Monday, November_:
28. At the meeting, the police chief,
M Gary Chasteen, stated that Howell.
has the worst parking situation atthe.
school. He also stated that Southem . g

Polytechnic had a plan that would con-
nectthe Howell and Commons paﬂxmg,
lots-Nerton would then fave the main
parking lot’ o memsehes Ho“eve ;

veryone could park i

wearca paxtol‘lthm tsn) System

re was some form

need more parking
stated that there are
spots on in the

is comprised

more would be 1
stated that around 5§
buy parking decals,
things even more,
Mr. Chasteen claimed that al-
lowing Howell students to park in
the lower hualf of the Courtyard’s lot
would only “displace the dissatisfac-
tion” because it would foroe Courtyard
students to tighten up when they park
(something us dorm, and probably
Commons, studerts kave had to do
since school started). However, he
would consider ita temporary solition.
The representative from the Cotrtyard,
Chuistian Nwokeyi, sug;ested that the
people living in.the 2000 and 1000
buﬂdmgspazkmﬁ)e lotbehind the Rec
Cemerandthe sall lotacross from the
CGuxtyaxd«Rec Cemer ~Mr. Chasteen

- finally stated, theat Ji i8 ot possible to

get funding to extend- Hcm ell’s lot at
this titne and thm are tiy m;, to do the
best they can’ Nothm;, st pmnnsed
the- meetmg

"Ihe second m.;;orpmbiemmm

parking is signs. Ms. Barbara Mocks

statod that it canbe very difficult 1o got
the signs up on campus. A huge part
of this is bocausc somc students scom
o tear the signs so they can fecl
park where they chosc. Signs
supposed o bc delivered the

tings you shoul
orwatch forin tic fu
is that the 13-minulc spots in
front of Howell arc for unload-
ing and loading only. Anoticr

icy may go inlo
c time as the

$15t0 $30.
of the low

there have not re-
beenany increases in parking fines
vears. There is less reverie
because we huve fewer students
than we did during that same period of
no fine increase.

While things may not change
at our school for a good while, at least

things are being talked abont. Hope-

fully things will get better soon. but
remember that the school is trving,
Just try to park in the right areas, make
sure your decal can be seen{that means
placing iton the window ineasy sight).
Also, if you see any student employees
of the Police playing favorites with their
friends” cars, contact Mr. Chasteen to
report the instance. Finally, do not
park inthe service spot (red and orange
stripped arez) by Howell. Inthesurvey,
itwas listed as a loading spot; however,
Jarrett was given incorrect information
and police chief shed light on the mutter
during the meeting.

I'wonld like to thank Jarrett Belt
for working to help us divers out. |
would encourge others to try to keep

‘ iCtWe with student fife on campus. If
" nothing else send in an article to The
_ Stmg 1o express yourself,

Dear ‘%maﬁ

Feeling sa durmg the holidays

Susan Ristiu -
Licensed SPST Counselor

Dear Susan.

one else is so happy, do i feel so
gloomy? My friends are excited
about the holidays. decorating,
shopping. baking cookies, and
making plans but all 1 feel like do-
ing is staving in bed and sleeping?
What’s wrong with me?

Signed. Sad Sally

Dear Sally,

Many people become de-
piressed around the holiday season.
Problems and issues that we’ve

been dealing with the rest of the

ar become exajrge

‘time. Everywhere we tumthm’e are

images of the happv family around

P the big turkey dinner, be.mtzfulhoh—
Why, at a time w hen everv-

day decorations and gift giving.
Not everyone gets to experi-
ence a storybook holiday. Some
people are grieving over the loss
of a loved one or abroken relation-
ship. Others are lonely, have very
little money or are experiencing

health problems. Some ways stu-

dents can combat holiday blues are
to: 1) lineup activities with friends
if family are not near or there are es-
tranged relationships; 2) stay busy
with projects, activities and exer-
cising (since oftentimes holidays
bring weight gain); 3) volunteer

to help others less fortunate (great
way to get your mind off vour own
situation and feel good at the sa
time); and 4) don’t get ca
the fantasy perfect holiday
see on television and in the
(thisis’t reality so don’t expect it
Lastly, and most importantly, if v
areseriously depressed and thi;
of harming vourself, SEEK F
IMMEDIATELY. Counsglor
the Career & Counseling Cen
work year-round (yves, even during
the semester break). We are here to
help you so do not hesitate to come
in, e-mail counselor@spsu.edn or
call 678-915-7391. Enjoy vour
semester break and be safe.

Internal Affairs business

Naimah Shaw
Staff Writer

received.”

I noted in my last updale that we
were in the process of amending
the constitution, That has now been
complcied and is presented belo

Article 5.1.3.1:

advisor will ensure cﬂ SGA mem-
bers meet the xmmmum require-

“ments according to the conistitution,

by checking all SGA-members
GPA’s at the end of évery semes-
ter after final grades have.been

AMENDMENT: “The SG
advisor will check all SGA me
bers GPA’s at the end of every
semester. If an executive member
{President, Vice President, and
Secretary/Treasurer) fails to meet

. the minimum requirement as speci-

fied within the Constitution, he/she
will lose 10% of their stipend for
cvery 1710 of a quality point. (For
example: as slaled. an executive

~member needs a 2.5 GPA. il that

person’s GPA drops from 2.5 (o
2.4, they would losc 10% of their
stipend). If a council mcmbers GPA
drops, they will be asked fo have a
mecting with the Advisor. The stu-
dent will be asked to leave office i
they are unable to bring their GPA
back up to the minimum-require-
ment of 2.0 before their probation
lime clapscs (in acco

ance.with

school policics). *
Article 5.2 Qualifications
for Office

Currently states: “Any stu-
dent cnrolled in SPSU in good
standing shall be cligible (o run for
ny position of the SGA. A student
ood standing shall be defined as
sludcnl who is nol on probation
dl mdiniains a cumulative GPA
of 25 0r h:ghcr for officcrs or 2.0
or hxghcr:..l" . Student Legislative

AMENDMENT' An) slu-
dent corolled in SPSU in good
standing shali be cligible to run for
any position of the SGA. A student
ingood standing shall be defined as
1y student who is not on probation
and maintains a cumulative GPA
of 2.3 or higher lor officers or 2.0
or higher for Student Legislative
Council Mcmbers.

“Students who arc planning
to gradualc at the end of fall tcrm
ol any given year should nol be
cligible for office duc (o the inabil-
ity to serve a full one year term. In
order to validate that all candidates
for office will be able to serve a full
one vear term in office, the SGA
advisor shall check to see if any
students have already petitioned to
graduate before ballots are created
for the election process. If a student
has already petitioned to graduate,
then they will be considered ineli-
gible for office.”

two teams, a red one {penetration
testing) and a blue team (cyber de-
fending security). The registration
deadline is Dec 8th, afterwhich the
network and server configuration
will be sent to each team.

Thc top 3 teams will receive
cemﬁcdnons gifts, and will be semt
to Somheast Collegiate Cyvber De-

~ fense Cmn fition (March 10-12,

2()06). The ju ge< and committee
ading thxs event includes

Prof; Bob“Brown, Dr. Faruque,
Prof. Feibish. Dr. Karam, Mr. Row-

land, Mr. Walker and Dr. Wang.
Persons interested in this
challenge can register their team
by sending an email to Dr.Wang
at jwang@spsu.edu . You would
need to include your team name and
the members in your team. Further
information is available at it.spsu.
edu/CISE/mews.shtmi

MONEY
FOR

~Montgomery GI Bill

COLLEGE

The Georgia Army mmnal Guard can prow de
you with job training, skills, and experiences that
college can't. Most soldiers serve one weekend a
maonth and two weeks a year and receive part-time
pay, money for college, and other excellent mili-
tary benefits. Contact SPC Markle at 770-362-
7179 for more information.
-Earn Extra Money $$$
-100% Tuition Assistance

www. 1-800-GO~GUARD. com

1-800-G0O~GUARD
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ENTERTAINMENT

‘Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire

Cristina Wilson ‘
Staff Wrirer

During the short, three week holi-
day break. you may find yourscil
with a lot of cxira time on your
hands. Mavbe you'll be tired of
stuffing your facc with awcsomely
rich foods, or maybe you’H find
opcning those last fow gifts to be
quitc boring. Or maybe you have
no family and you'll be staving
alone and you wani to get out of
vour house: No matter what the
cause, Harry Potter and the Goblet
of Fire can be vour home away
from home.

The long awaited fourth
movie based on Hary 's fourth
vear at Hogwaits openied No-
venber 18th to die-hard fans
packed in movie theaters
across the country for that
midnight showing. Thus fa,
the movie has grossed well
over $4 14 million in the box
office, more than doubling its
total production costs of $150
million. Obviously... people
are watching it.

The Goblet of Fire
takes & new turn in the life
of Harrv, now turning i4
and cntcring those annoying
vears ol puberly. This book.
was much more deycloped
than the first three. appareni
by ils almost doubled size:
Many children, lecnagers,
and adults have faticn head over
heels for this series, which follows
the formative vears ol an tmotion-
ally abuscd orphan who is discover-
ing an alicrnalc world w hcrc hc is
known and loved. s

Each book grows in mluml\
as Harry grows in maturity, and
lcams more about his own history,
as well as the history of the man
who killed his parents. Voldemort,
The Goblet of Firc is the first movic
in this serics to carn a rating of PG-
13, as opposcd to the cardicr, lightcr
movic ratings of PG.

Mike Newcell, an Englishman
who has dirccted such other movics
as Mona Lisa Smilc, found himseil
as a first time director for the Harry
Potter scrics, The first two movics
were directed by Chris Columbus.
and the third by Alfonso Cuaron.
Along with screenwriler. Steven
Kloves, Newell cut the 700-800

page book down (o a'screenplay of
over 100 pages. and a film of only
136 minules.

this adaptation to be
lacking, Enti
icrs, an
havc bee
is: shoul
the book into two
them al diffc
he have
two and

to wait months for the sccond ball
of a movie. But at the same (itme,

T was pretty annoyed that this (wo
“and a half hour film was chappa,d:

to picces.

tion was wondcrfud, the compuicr
graphics were incredible, and the
acting.was wcll above whal we've
scen in the previous ingtallmenis.
Howcver, when compared to the
book written by J K Rowling, the
only thing Mike Newell got right
in this movic was the title. Even
though hall of the cuding of the
book was compictely cul oug, he
found timge to inscrt a dance ins
struction scene which didn’t even
occur in the book. Even though e
deleted important characters that
had been introduced before, such

as Dobby the Housc Ef. he found .
time o include scemingly trivial

v In nsc'lf The Goblot of ch
S wasawonderiul movic. The diree-

characters such as Rua Skeeter, the
nosy journalist,

Tcouldn't cven think to com-
parc this movic {o the book, which
admittedly, is probably my lcast
avorilc in the scrics. On its own,
vic was great. But how can
alled “Harry Potter and the
‘ of Firc” when it covered
approximaicly 6 chaplers of the

Now, don't get me wrong...
using that old line “It was
pod, the book was better.” If
vou've seen every movie and read
every book... you alreadv know
that’s true. 1 went info this movie

Photo coi

# you.re going to ?hls movie expec#mg to see Hermione in a bathing suit, prepare
to be disappointed. You do get fo seeid little cleavage though.

expecting it to be cut and expecling
it 1o suck compared to the book.
siinply because thal’s what we've
scen with (he previous three mov-
ics. Howcver, T was even more
disappoinicd with this movic in
particular, duc to the fact that it
barcly contained any content from
the book,

Is it worth the $11 my
paid for us to go sce il duri
matinee time? Posszbi\ W
somcday own ¢ D and plac
ilinorder nextt cvious three
on my mov ic Dclinitely,
w aich it ovcer. cach

caLlordof
1 know

what T’ m

Civilization 4

Korey Kalberg
Staff Writer

The Sting
would
like to

wish

everyone

a happy
boolidays!

Let me start out by saying
how beautiful a game this is.
Civilization 3 was good, but
a little simplistic graphically.
Civilization 4 matches and
then blows past the older game
in ¢very way. For staris, the
world is 3D. yvou can zoom in
and watch your workers build
ot 200Mm out. through the clouds
fora "god % ¢ye” view. Those
new. graphics require a beelier

system- compared to the old
Although beautiful (o

gamcs.
the eyes: ey sometimes canbe
a little overwheiming.

Like its looks. th/ahon'

4 has revamped how vou rule
your ¢mpire, T\c\v.‘ things like
religion play a role like never
before.. Depending on whal
techniologics vou lcarn, you can
beal other plavers-at Tounding
the major religions. There are
also many new tccfmoleaic»x to
Icarn to increasc {he wealth and
power of your domain. ’fahe
animal husbandry, without it

You canaot gain aceess 1o re~

sources fike horses, cows, pigs,
and sheep. .

Another interesting thing
is vour workers can build a
cottage, which will eventu-

Fou:
‘cnter a gold age, which basi-

ies,

ally grow into to a small town.
Towns, like lumber mills and
other new improvements, en-
hance the terrain output even
more. Your cities will also
produce “Great People” now.
depending on if they are great
prophcls, scicnlist, or arlists
{there arc five types in all) they
will crcale different affects
within you cmpire or city. If
you have cnough at onc timc,
can force your cmpire (o

cally means cverything works
betfer

. The linal huge arca of
changc, I found was with the civ-
These civics represent the
different fypes of government
you can chose from. There arc
four arcas of civics: govern-
ment, fegal, labor, cconomic,
and rclnonous Will your king-
dont have free speech. slavery,
or frecdom of religion? That's
foryou to decide.

If you arc a fan of Civi-
tization 3, you will probably
enjoy the new challenges of
Sid VMeier"s latest game. Civi-
lization 4. Just check to see if
your computer can handle the
new graphics. After a while, 1
am sure you will feel comfort-
able with the new elements and
changes in the game,

RENT review

A.L. Johnson
Staff Writer

s. Flash. The whole
. 1t is more than a
theater production
0 1o tlus novie ex-

Ok people. New

thn takes
cw York at a
IDS cpidemic was
(ol on our socicty.
in characlers arce
discasc, and whilc
important topic of
1c movic, itis o

On 1S Own ay’

hemian characters to pay rent and
survive in a town where mouney.
politics, and land development
trinmphed over honesty, trust, and
friendship. The film, like the theat-
rical production, raises awareness
about poverty. drug abuse, and gay
culture.

1 wounld suggest this movie
to the crowds that love the theater
people that want {0 sce
wc-box fihmn, and/or people
1ld be able 1gaclate to the

sn't stand

Woney for
Collece

The army 1is currently
offering sizeable
bonuses of up to $20,
000. . In addition to
the cash bonuses, you
may qualify for up to
570,000 for college
through the Montgomery
GI Bill and Army
College Fund. Or you
could pay back up to
565,000 or qualifying
student loans through
the Army’s Loan Repay-
ment Program. To find
out more, call:

(770) 436-0560




